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SOCIETY	  OF	  BIBLICAL	  LITERATURE	  
825	  Houston	  Mill	  Road	  
Atlanta,	  GA	  30329	  
www.sbl-‐site.org	  

PHONE	  
404-‐727-‐9484	  

WEB	  
www.bibleodyssey.com	  
	  
	  

Explore	  the	  fascinating	  origins	  of	  the	  Bible	  and	  its	  eventful	  history.	  On	  
Bible	  Odyssey,	  the	  world’s	  leading	  scholars	  share	  the	  latest	  historical	  and	  
literary	  research	  on	  key	  people,	  places,	  and	  passages	  of	  the	  Bible.	  	  

About	  the	  SBL	  

Founded	  in	  1880,	  the	  Society	  of	  Biblical	  Literature	  is	  the	  oldest	  and	  largest	  
learned	  society	  devoted	  to	  the	  critical	  investigation	  of	  the	  Bible	  from	  a	  variety	  of	  
academic	  disciplines.	  With	  over	  8,000	  members	  worldwide,	  it	  represents	  and	  
convenes	  scholars	  whose	  life	  work	  is	  in	  biblical	  and	  ancient	  Near	  Eastern	  studies.	  

Site	  Facts	  

Why	  Bible	  Odyssey	  Website?	  

The	  Bible	  is	  a	  revered	  text	  for	  many	  and	  holds	  an	  iconic	  status	  in	  American	  and	  
even	  global	  culture.	  And	  yet,	  studies	  show	  that	  people	  are	  unfamiliar	  with	  its	  key	  
themes	  or	  stories—and	  who	  can	  blame	  them?	  The	  Bible	  is	  not	  one	  book,	  but	  
many:	  a	  compilation	  of	  poetry,	  law	  codes,	  novellas,	  proverbs,	  gospels,	  and	  letters	  
that	  were	  pulled	  together	  over	  the	  centuries.	  Being	  biblically	  literate	  is	  being	  
culturally	  literate.	  Bible	  Odyssey	  makes	  that	  fun	  and	  easy.	  	  

Readers	  are	  also	  unfamiliar	  with	  academic	  approaches	  to	  the	  text.	  There	  is	  a	  big	  
difference	  between	  Bible	  study,	  which	  happens	  in	  a	  religious	  setting,	  and	  study	  of	  
the	  Bible,	  which	  happens	  in	  an	  academic	  one.	  	  Bible	  Odyssey	  addresses	  not	  only	  
the	  literacy	  gap	  but	  also	  the	  gap	  between	  the	  academy	  and	  the	  “street.”	  Why	  
should	  Bible	  scholars	  have	  all	  the	  fun?	  Wouldn’t	  you	  like	  to	  know	  about	  the	  
Synoptic	  Question,	  or	  about	  J,	  E,	  D,	  and	  P?	  

Over	  300	  articles	  
Commissioned	  for	  the	  site	  and	  
written	  for	  general	  audiences.	  
	  
Over	  200	  images	  
Art	  and	  artifacts,	  with	  historical	  
analysis.	  
	  
Over	  60	  videos	  
Short	  Q	  &	  As	  with	  leading	  scholars.	  
	  
New	  content	  added	  weekly	  
Responsive	  to	  reader	  questions	  and	  
current	  events.	  
	  
Timelines,	  maps,	  and	  quizzes	  
Multimedia	  tools	  to	  expand	  (and	  
test)	  your	  knowledge.	  
	  
People,	  Places,	  and	  Passages	  
Three	  simple	  navigational	  tabs.	  
	  
Nonsectarian	  content	  
Focused	  on	  social,	  historical,	  and	  
literary	  questions.	  
	  
No	  sign-‐in	  or	  subscription	  fee	  
Thanks	  to	  a	  generous	  grant	  from	  
the	  NEH.	  
	  
Three	  Bible	  translations	  
Search	  and	  compare	  the	  text	  of	  
three	  English	  translations.	  	  

2

	  
	  



	  

Bible	  Odyssey	  Editorial	  Board	  
 
Timothy	  Beal,	  Case	  Western	  Reserve	  
timothy.beal@case.edu	  
office:	  216-‐368-‐2221	  
specialty:	  Hebrew	  Bible,	  Esther,	  Bible	  in	  America	  
	  
Brennan	  Breed,	  Columbia	  Theological	  Seminary	  
BreedB@CTSnet.edu	  
office:	  404-‐687-‐4553	  
specialty:	  Hebrew	  Bible,	  reception	  history,	  Job	  
	  
Marc	  Brettler,	  Brandeis	  University	  
brettler@brandeis.edu	  	  
office:	  781-‐736-‐2968	  
specialty:	  Hebrew	  Bible,	  language,	  gender,	  and	  history	  
	  
Rhonda	  Burnette-‐Bletsch,	  Eastern	  University	  
bletschr@greensboro.edu	  
office:	  336-‐272-‐7102	  ext.	  304	  
specialty:	  Hebrew	  Bible,	  reception	  history	  
	  
Michael	  Chan,	  Luther	  Seminary	  
mchan002@luthersem.edu	  
office:	  651-‐641-‐3268	  
specialty:	  Hebrew	  Bible,	  ancient	  Near	  Eastern	  iconography	  
	  
James	  Charlesworth,	  Princeton	  Theological	  Seminary	  
james.charlesworth@ptsem.edu	  
office:	  609-‐497-‐7920	  
specialty:	  New	  Testament,	  pseudepigrapha	  
	  
Nicola	  Denzey	  Lewis,	  Brown	  University	  
ndenzey@brown.edu	  
office:	  401-‐863-‐3104	  
specialty:	  New	  Testament,	  Gnosticism	  
	  
Paul	  Dilley,	  University	  of	  Iowa	  
paul-‐dilley@uiowa.edu	  
office:	  319-‐335-‐2168	  
specialty:	  New	  Testament,	  early	  Christian	  origins	  
	  

	  
	  
Jennie	  Ebeling,	  University	  of	  Evansville	  
je55@evansville.edu	  
office:	  812-‐488-‐1019	  
specialty:	  Hebrew	  Bible,	  archaeology,	  women	  
	  
Mark	  Goodacre,	  Duke	  University	  
goodacre@duke.edu	  
office:	  919-‐660-‐3503	  
specialty:	  New	  Testament,	  Synoptic	  Gospels	  
	  
Carol	  Meyers,	  Duke	  University	  
carol@duke.edu	  
office:	  919-‐660-‐3514	  
specialty:	  Hebrew	  Bible,	  archaeology,	  women	  
	  
Mark	  Allan	  Powell,	  Trinity	  Lutheran	  Seminary	  
mapowell@tlsohio.edu	  
office:	  614-‐235-‐4136	  ext.	  4679	  
specialty:	  New	  Testament,	  Jesus	  
	  
Sarah	  Shectman,	  Independent	  Scholar	  
sshectman@gmail.com	  
specialty:	  Hebrew	  Bible,	  women	  
	  
Elizabeth	  Shively,	  University	  of	  St.	  Andrews	  
ees3@st-‐andrews.ac.uk	  
office:	  011-‐44-‐1-‐33-‐462-‐839	  
specialty:	  New	  Testament,	  Gospel	  of	  Mark	  
	  
Samuel	  Thomas,	  California	  Lutheran	  University	  
sthomas@callutheran.edu	  
office:	  805-‐493-‐3693	  
specialty:	  Hebrew	  Bible,	  second	  temple	  Judaism	  
	  
Jacob	  Wright,	  Emory	  University	  
jlwrigh@emory.edu	  
office:	  404-‐727-‐4157	  
specialty:	  Hebrew	  Bible,	  Ezra-‐Nehemiah	  

All	  Bible	  Odyssey	  board	  members	  are	  experts	  in	  
their	  field	  and	  have	  done	  media	  interviews	  before.	  
Please	  feel	  free	  to	  contact	  them	  for	  your	  story.	  	  

Click	  this	  link	  for	  relevant	  photos.	  

http://www.sbl-‐site.org/educational/bibleodyssey-‐
resources.aspx	  

Try	  a	  sample	  quiz	  from	  Bible	  Odyssey!	  

http://www.bibleodyssey.org/tools/game-‐
gallery/mosesquiz.aspx	  

SBL	  Staff	  Contacts	  
	  
John	  Kutsko,	  Executive	  Director,	  SBL	  
john.kutsko@sbl-‐site.org	  
office:	  404-‐727-‐3151,	  404-‐727-‐3038	  
	  
Moira	  Bucciarelli,	  Bible	  Odyssey	  Managing	  Editor	  
moira.bucciarelli@sbl-‐site.org	  
office:	  404-‐727-‐9484	  
	  

http://www.sbl-site.org/educational/bibleodyssey-resources.aspx

