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Program	
  
	
  
Registration	
  

9:00-­‐11:00	
  a.m.	
  /	
  3rd	
  Floor	
  Burke	
  Administration	
  Building	
  
	
  
Plenary	
  Session	
  

10:00-­‐10:30	
  a.m.	
  /	
  Burke	
  307	
  
Chairs:	
  Dr.	
  Jeremy	
  Miselbrook	
  and	
  Ms.	
  Jenny	
  DeVivo	
  

	
  
Session	
  Ia	
   The	
  Pentateuch	
  
	
   10:30-­‐12:00	
  noon	
  /	
  Burke	
  403	
  

Chair:	
  	
  Neal	
  Huddleston,	
  Trinity	
  International	
  University	
  
	
   	
  
Marie	
  Smith,	
  Bradley	
  University	
  
	
  

An	
  Ancient	
  Egyptian	
  Perspective	
  on	
  the	
  Tetragrammaton	
  in	
  the	
  Theophany	
  of	
  Exodus	
  3:1-­‐4:17	
  
	
   The	
  aim	
  of	
  this	
  paper	
  is	
  to	
  highlight	
  the	
  link	
  in	
  significance	
  of	
  names	
  and	
  naming	
  between	
  ancient	
  
Egyptian	
  practice	
  and	
  the	
  theophany	
  experience	
  of	
  Exodus	
  3:14.17.	
  	
  According	
  to	
  this	
  biblical	
  passage,	
  the	
  
tetragrammaton	
  (YHWH)	
  was	
  announced	
  to	
  Moses	
  initially	
  so	
  he	
  could	
  alert	
  Pharaoh	
  of	
  YHWH’s	
  divine	
  
presence.	
  To	
  the	
  Egyptians,	
  names	
  and	
  titles	
  of	
  gods	
  and	
  pharaohs	
  took	
  on	
  powerful	
  cultic	
  dimensions	
  
throughout	
  life	
  and	
  death.	
  The	
  discussion	
  focuses	
  on	
  the	
  importance	
  of	
  names	
  in	
  ancient	
  Egyptian	
  culture	
  as	
  
well	
  as	
  the	
  presentation	
  of	
  YHWH’s	
  name	
  and	
  its	
  questionable	
  origins.	
  In	
  addition,	
  this	
  paper	
  attempts	
  to	
  
provide	
  an	
  ancient	
  Egyptian	
  insight	
  into	
  the	
  theophany	
  on	
  Mount	
  Horeb.	
  
	
  
Andrew	
  Higginbotham,	
  Hebrew	
  Union	
  College-­‐	
  Jewish	
  Institute	
  of	
  Religion	
  
	
  

Placing	
  Deuteronomy	
  in	
  Its	
  Historical	
  Context:	
  	
  A	
  Study	
  of	
  the	
  Monarchic	
  and	
  Temple-­‐Centered	
  Layers	
  in	
  	
  
Deuteronomy	
  
	
   Many	
  have	
  argued	
  that	
  the	
  core	
  of	
  Deuteronomy	
  was	
  composed	
  around	
  the	
  time	
  of	
  Josiah.	
  However,	
  
some	
  portions	
  of	
  the	
  canonical	
  work	
  require	
  a	
  stronger	
  and	
  more	
  centralized	
  monarchy.	
  This	
  paper	
  will	
  
explore	
  how	
  the	
  tone	
  of	
  certain	
  sections	
  has	
  been	
  adapted	
  by	
  the	
  later	
  scribes	
  who	
  were	
  guided	
  by	
  the	
  cultic	
  
center	
  and	
  its	
  priesthood.	
  The	
  interplay	
  between	
  the	
  power	
  centers	
  of	
  palace	
  and	
  temple	
  will	
  be	
  explored,	
  
with	
  attention	
  to	
  how	
  the	
  administration	
  of	
  justice	
  and	
  imperial	
  power	
  are	
  conceptualized	
  in	
  the	
  canonical	
  
verses;	
  followed	
  by	
  a	
  close	
  reading	
  of	
  the	
  blessings	
  and	
  curses	
  in	
  Deut	
  28.	
  
	
  
Erick	
  Mendieta,	
  Andrews	
  University	
  
	
  

Didactic	
  Logic	
  on	
  the	
  Pentateuchal	
  Legislation	
  of	
  the	
  Gēr	
  
	
   Among	
  new	
  possibilities	
  for	
  the	
  study	
  of	
  the	
  Pentateuchal	
  material	
  is	
  Roy	
  Gane’s	
  didactic	
  logic	
  
approach.	
  	
  A	
  significant	
  contribution	
  of	
  Gane’s	
  article	
  on	
  Leviticus	
  is	
  the	
  identification	
  of	
  several	
  didactic	
  
strategies	
  that	
  could	
  be	
  used	
  as	
  an	
  alternative	
  framework	
  to	
  analyze	
  the	
  literary	
  features	
  of	
  the	
  Pentateuch.	
  	
  
This	
  paper	
  examines	
  the	
  function	
  of	
  didactic	
  logic	
  in	
  the	
  Pentateuchal	
  legislation	
  of	
  the	
  gēr	
  in	
  two	
  ways:	
  1)	
  by	
  
presenting	
  examples	
  of	
  didactic	
  strategies	
  in	
  these	
  laws	
  in	
  the	
  Pentateuch;	
  2)	
  by	
  preliminary	
  consideration	
  to	
  
the	
  question,	
  “Who	
  was	
  trying	
  to	
  teach	
  what	
  to	
  whom	
  by	
  writing	
  these	
  laws?”	
  	
  Due	
  to	
  the	
  synchronic	
  nature	
  
of	
  this	
  study	
  these	
  strategies	
  will	
  be	
  considered	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  information	
  that	
  these	
  laws	
  convey	
  as	
  they	
  are	
  
presented	
  in	
  the	
  final	
  form	
  of	
  the	
  Pentateuch.	
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Session	
  Ib	
   Theological	
  Studies:	
  Perspectives	
  on	
  Sin,	
  Evil	
  and	
  Wisdom	
  
	
   10:30-­‐12:00	
  noon	
  /	
  Burke	
  413	
  

Chair:	
  	
  Michael	
  Gutierrez,	
  Loyola	
  University	
  Chicago	
  
	
  
Timothy	
  Kuhn,	
  Judson	
  University	
  
	
  

To	
  What	
  End?:	
  	
  A	
  Dialogue	
  Between	
  Josiah	
  Royce	
  and	
  Jürgen	
  Moltmann	
  on	
  the	
  Problem	
  of	
  Evil	
  
	
   The	
  problem	
  of	
  evil	
  has	
  been	
  asked	
  for	
  as	
  long	
  as	
  philosophers	
  and	
  theologians	
  have	
  been	
  around.	
  But	
  
is	
  the	
  problem	
  always	
  asked	
  in	
  the	
  most	
  helpful	
  way?	
  And	
  does	
  Christian	
  theology	
  have	
  a	
  significantly	
  
different	
  approach	
  than	
  philosophers?	
  This	
  paper	
  puts	
  Josiah	
  Royce's	
  work	
  The	
  Problem	
  of	
  Job	
  and	
  Jürgen	
  
Moltmann's	
  doctrine	
  of	
  the	
  passion	
  of	
  God	
  from	
  the	
  work	
  Trinity	
  and	
  The	
  Kingdom	
  into	
  dialogue	
  on	
  the	
  
problem	
  of	
  evil	
  to	
  explore	
  these	
  questions.	
  	
  
	
  
Tyler	
  Folkerts,	
  Central	
  College	
  
	
  

The	
  Sin	
  Against	
  the	
  Father	
  and	
  the	
  Attack	
  on	
  Education	
  (Genesis	
  9)	
  
	
   The	
  purpose	
  of	
  this	
  paper	
  is	
  to	
  examine	
  the	
  account	
  of	
  the	
  origin	
  of	
  the	
  curse	
  on	
  the	
  Canaanites	
  found	
  
in	
  Genesis	
  9	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  shed	
  some	
  light	
  on	
  the	
  reasoning	
  behind	
  it.	
  I	
  argue	
  that	
  Ham's	
  sin	
  is	
  his	
  disrespect	
  for	
  
his	
  father	
  evidenced	
  in	
  his	
  ridicule	
  of	
  his	
  father's	
  embarrassing	
  situation.	
  Following	
  Ham's	
  example,	
  the	
  
Canaanite	
  people	
  depose	
  the	
  fatherly	
  authority	
  figure,	
  which	
  resulted	
  in	
  their	
  disrespect	
  for	
  education	
  and	
  in	
  
a	
  proclivity	
  towards	
  practices	
  that	
  are	
  a	
  distraction	
  from	
  education.	
  My	
  paper	
  primarily	
  evaluates	
  the	
  ideas	
  
proposed	
  by	
  Leon	
  Kass	
  in	
  his	
  book,	
  The	
  Beginning	
  of	
  Wisdom,	
  and	
  uses	
  a	
  discussion	
  of	
  several	
  different	
  
aspects	
  of	
  the	
  curse	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  support	
  the	
  thesis.	
  
	
  
Jonathan	
  Sherwell,	
  Judson	
  University	
  
	
  
A	
  Comparison	
  of	
  the	
  Views	
  of	
  Georg	
  F.	
  W.	
  Hegel	
  and	
  John	
  Calvin	
  Concerning	
  Will,	
  Evil,	
  and	
  God	
  
	
   This	
  paper	
  compares	
  and	
  contrasts	
  the	
  beliefs	
  which	
  Georg	
  Hegel	
  and	
  John	
  Calvin	
  hold	
  concerning	
  God	
  
and	
  the	
  human	
  will	
  in	
  terms	
  of	
  evil.	
  The	
  theologian	
  Calvin	
  and	
  the	
  philosopher	
  Hegel	
  denote	
  two	
  significant	
  
and	
  seemingly	
  exclusive	
  camps.	
  Calvin's	
  views	
  concerning	
  evil	
  and	
  the	
  human	
  will	
  depend	
  on	
  the	
  
presupposition	
  that	
  God	
  is	
  the	
  standard	
  by	
  which	
  all	
  things	
  are	
  determined,	
  while	
  Hegel	
  views	
  God	
  as	
  a	
  result	
  
of	
  human	
  reason,	
  and	
  thus	
  secondary	
  to	
  human	
  will.	
  These	
  thinkers	
  illustrate	
  the	
  key	
  differences	
  between	
  one	
  
who	
  tries	
  to	
  reach	
  God	
  through	
  Scripture,	
  and	
  one	
  who	
  views	
  God	
  as	
  distant	
  or	
  disinterested.	
  Both	
  men	
  
created	
  forms	
  of	
  thought	
  which	
  are	
  still	
  pervasive	
  in	
  the	
  fields	
  of	
  theology	
  and	
  philosophy	
  at	
  many	
  levels,	
  and	
  
there	
  is	
  much	
  to	
  be	
  gained	
  within	
  the	
  works	
  of	
  both	
  thinkers.	
  	
  
	
  
Session	
  Ic	
   New	
  Testament	
  	
  
	
   10:30-­‐12:00	
  noon	
  /	
  Burke	
  411	
  
	
   Chair:	
  	
  Dr.	
  Jeremy	
  Miselbrook,	
  The	
  College	
  of	
  Lake	
  County	
  
	
  
Nelida	
  Naveros	
  Cordova,	
  Loyola	
  University	
  Chicago	
  
	
  

The	
  Place	
  of	
  Jerusalem	
  as	
  Portrayed	
  by	
  Luke	
  and	
  Philo	
  of	
  Alexandria	
  
	
   The	
  two	
  Hellenistic	
  authors,	
  Luke	
  and	
  Philo	
  of	
  Alexandria,	
  coincide	
  to	
  portray	
  Jerusalem’s	
  centrality	
  in	
  
three	
  aspects:	
  	
  1)	
  The	
  authority	
  of	
  Jerusalem;	
  2)	
  The	
  connection	
  between	
  the	
  city	
  of	
  Jerusalem	
  and	
  the	
  
Temple;	
  and	
  3)	
  The	
  theme	
  of	
  movement	
  toward	
  Jerusalem.	
  	
  There	
  is	
  one	
  point	
  in	
  which	
  Luke	
  and	
  Philo	
  differ.	
  	
  
Luke	
  replaces	
  Jerusalem	
  with	
  Rome,	
  and	
  Philo	
  tends	
  to	
  spiritualize	
  Jerusalem	
  and	
  the	
  Temple.	
  	
  While	
  Luke’s	
  
goal	
  is	
  the	
  imperial	
  capital	
  Rome;	
  for	
  Philo,	
  Jerusalem	
  becomes	
  the	
  center	
  of	
  the	
  universe	
  whereby	
  the	
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Temple	
  becomes	
  the	
  point	
  at	
  which	
  the	
  sensible	
  and	
  intelligible	
  worlds	
  meet.	
  	
  Whereas	
  Luke	
  reflects	
  the	
  
movement	
  away	
  from	
  Judaism	
  and	
  an	
  embracement	
  of	
  Hellenism,	
  Philo’s	
  cosmic	
  dimension	
  reflects	
  a	
  
movement	
  away	
  from	
  physical	
  reality	
  and	
  an	
  embracement	
  of	
  spiritual	
  reality	
  in	
  which	
  the	
  past,	
  present,	
  and	
  
future	
  meet.	
  
	
  

Jordan	
  Williams,	
  University	
  of	
  Evansville	
  
	
  

The	
  Hope	
  of	
  a	
  Better	
  Resurrection:	
  	
  The	
  Significance	
  of	
  Resurrection	
  in	
  Hebrews	
  11	
  
	
   The	
  epistle	
  to	
  the	
  Hebrews	
  has	
  long	
  been	
  thought	
  to	
  have	
  little	
  if	
  any	
  focus	
  on	
  the	
  resurrection	
  of	
  the	
  
dead.	
  	
  This	
  paper,	
  however,	
  argues	
  that	
  resurrection	
  is	
  key	
  to	
  the	
  letter	
  by	
  closely	
  examining	
  the	
  eleventh	
  
chapter	
  of	
  Hebrews,	
  where	
  three	
  of	
  the	
  five	
  overt	
  mentions	
  of	
  resurrection	
  occur.	
  	
  Exegesis	
  of	
  this	
  passage	
  
shows	
  that	
  at	
  the	
  center	
  of	
  the	
  author’s	
  beliefs	
  is	
  the	
  physical	
  resurrection	
  of	
  both	
  Jesus	
  the	
  Christ	
  and	
  the	
  
future	
  hope	
  of	
  the	
  resurrection	
  for	
  all—rather	
  than	
  a	
  spiritual	
  resurrection	
  or	
  no	
  resurrection	
  whatsoever	
  as	
  
some	
  scholars	
  claim.	
  
	
  
Jeremy	
  Wagner,	
  Judson	
  University	
  
	
  

The	
  Lord’s	
  Prayer	
  Explained	
  Through	
  Revelation	
  
	
   In	
  Matthew	
  6:9-­‐10	
  Jesus	
  instructed	
  his	
  disciples	
  in	
  prayer	
  through	
  what	
  is	
  known	
  as	
  “The	
  Lord's	
  
Prayer.”	
  This	
  paper	
  analyzes	
  the	
  first	
  two	
  sections	
  of	
  the	
  Lord's	
  Prayer,	
  asking	
  questions	
  about	
  its	
  meaning,	
  
and	
  explaining	
  that	
  the	
  Book	
  of	
  Revelation	
  serves	
  as	
  a	
  fulfillment	
  of	
  the	
  prayer	
  itself.	
  Ultimately,	
  this	
  paper	
  
addresses	
  what	
  the	
  fulfillment	
  of	
  the	
  prayer,	
  in	
  the	
  form	
  of	
  the	
  coming	
  of	
  the	
  kingdom	
  of	
  God	
  on	
  earth	
  as	
  it	
  is	
  
in	
  heaven	
  looks	
  like.	
  
	
  
Lunch	
  
	
   12:00-­‐1:30	
  p.m.	
  /	
  Ludwig	
  Center	
  Dining	
  Hall	
  	
  
	
  

Session	
  IIa	
   Hebrew	
  Bible:	
  Prophets,	
  Exilic	
  and	
  Post-­‐Exilic	
  Literature	
  
	
   1:30-­‐3:00	
  p.m.	
  	
  /	
  Burke	
  403	
  

Chair:	
  Neal	
  Huddleston,	
  Trinity	
  International	
  University	
  
	
   	
  
Chingboi	
  Guite,	
  Lutheran	
  School	
  of	
  Theology	
  at	
  Chicago	
  
	
  

The	
  Cyrus	
  Cylinder	
  and	
  the	
  Edicts	
  of	
  Cyrus	
  in	
  Ezra	
  
	
   A	
  comparison	
  between	
  the	
  Cyrus	
  Cylinder	
  and	
  the	
  edicts	
  of	
  Cyrus	
  in	
  the	
  book	
  of	
  Ezra	
  (Ezra	
  1:2–4	
  and	
  
6:3–5)	
  reveals	
  several	
  similarities.	
  The	
  Cyrus	
  Cylinder	
  and	
  the	
  Cyrus	
  edicts	
  in	
  Ezra	
  permit	
  subjects	
  to	
  return	
  to	
  
their	
  dwellings	
  and	
  rebuild	
  their	
  temples,	
  and	
  are	
  essentially	
  documents	
  that	
  attempt	
  to	
  legitimize	
  Cyrus’	
  rule	
  
over	
  Babylon	
  and	
  Judah.	
  As	
  such,	
  the	
  Cyrus	
  edicts	
  in	
  the	
  book	
  of	
  Ezra	
  are	
  “authentic”	
  documents.	
  That	
  the	
  
Jews	
  returned	
  to	
  Jerusalem	
  and	
  rebuilt	
  their	
  temple	
  could	
  only	
  have	
  been	
  possible	
  with	
  permission	
  from	
  the	
  
empire	
  as	
  found	
  in	
  the	
  edicts	
  of	
  Cyrus	
  in	
  Ezra.	
  
	
  
Matthew	
  Ridgway,	
  Central	
  College	
  
	
  

Zechariah’s	
  Prophecies	
  of	
  the	
  Coming	
  of	
  the	
  King	
  in	
  3:8,	
  6:12	
  and	
  9:9	
  
	
   This	
  paper	
  analyzes	
  the	
  characteristics	
  given	
  to	
  the	
  Messiah	
  and	
  His	
  kingdom	
  as	
  prophesied	
  by	
  
Zechariah	
  in	
  3:8,	
  6:12	
  and	
  9:9.	
  	
  Israel	
  is	
  essential	
  to	
  the	
  accounts,	
  as	
  this	
  community	
  is	
  the	
  center	
  of	
  God’s	
  
promises	
  as	
  inhabitants	
  of	
  His	
  kingdom.	
  	
  The	
  main	
  argument	
  supports	
  Jesus	
  as	
  fulfilling	
  the	
  characteristics	
  of	
  	
  
this	
  eternal	
  King	
  for	
  God’s	
  people.	
  	
  The	
  names	
  and	
  attributes	
  throughout	
  these	
  messianic	
  prophecies	
  of	
  
Zechariah	
  are	
  examined:	
  	
  1)	
  with	
  respect	
  to	
  their	
  rhetorical	
  contexts;	
  2)	
  with	
  respect	
  to	
  the	
  prophecies	
  of	
  
earlier	
  prophets,	
  and	
  3)	
  in	
  relation	
  to	
  their	
  fulfillments	
  in	
  the	
  Gospels.	
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Jen	
  Jones,	
  Wheaton	
  College	
  Graduate	
  School	
  
	
  

“What	
  Shall	
  I	
  Do	
  with	
  You,	
  Translator?”:	
  The	
  Diminished	
  Imagery	
  in	
  OG/LXX	
  (Hosea	
  6:1-­‐10)	
  
	
   In	
  the	
  Hebrew	
  text,	
  Hosea	
  6:1-­‐10	
  presents	
  rich	
  covenantal	
  imagery	
  and	
  vocabulary.	
  While	
  these	
  
references	
  carry	
  over	
  into	
  the	
  Septuagint	
  (Old	
  Greek),	
  their	
  overall	
  strength	
  has	
  been	
  tempered.	
  In	
  most	
  
instances	
  the	
  attenuation	
  results	
  from	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  conventional	
  lexical	
  equivalents,	
  but	
  in	
  several	
  cases	
  the	
  
translator	
  appears	
  to	
  have	
  made	
  intentional	
  changes	
  to	
  the	
  Hebrew	
  text	
  in	
  order	
  to	
  provide	
  a	
  meaningful	
  
Greek	
  text.	
  The	
  combination	
  of	
  these	
  translation	
  choices	
  results	
  in	
  a	
  Greek	
  text	
  where	
  the	
  rhetorical	
  force	
  
behind	
  God’s	
  complaint	
  against	
  and	
  demand	
  of	
  his	
  people	
  has	
  been	
  diminished.	
  
	
  
Session	
  IIb	
   New	
  Testament:	
  Gospels	
  
	
   1:30-­‐3:00	
  p.m.	
  	
  /	
  Burke	
  411	
  

Chair:	
  	
  Jenny	
  DeVivo,	
  Loyola	
  University	
  Chicago	
  
	
   	
  
Meghan	
  Tabor,	
  Wheaton	
  College	
  
	
  

Mark’s	
  Parable	
  of	
  the	
  Mustard	
  Seed:	
  	
  Jesus’	
  Kingship	
  Revealed	
  
	
   Mark’s	
  parable	
  of	
  the	
  mustard	
  seed	
  (Mark	
  4:30-­‐32)	
  reveals	
  Jesus’	
  position	
  as	
  king.	
  	
  In	
  comparison	
  with	
  
Luke	
  and	
  Matthew,	
  Mark’s	
  clear	
  intent	
  to	
  depict	
  Jesus	
  as	
  a	
  reigning	
  sovereign	
  appears	
  through	
  an	
  examination	
  
of	
  the	
  parable	
  itself	
  and	
  the	
  story’s	
  context	
  in	
  the	
  book	
  of	
  Mark.	
  	
  Additionally,	
  the	
  internally	
  referenced	
  
passage	
  of	
  Ezekiel	
  17:22-­‐24	
  discloses	
  insights	
  into	
  Christ’s	
  kingly	
  perspective	
  on	
  glory.	
  	
  Jesus’	
  kingship	
  as	
  
viewed	
  through	
  the	
  lens	
  of	
  the	
  parable	
  has	
  theological	
  implications,	
  namely	
  by	
  demanding	
  equality	
  between	
  
Son	
  and	
  Father,	
  and	
  contemporary	
  applications	
  for	
  a	
  Jewish	
  context.	
  
	
  
David	
  Orsak,	
  Sacred	
  Heart	
  School	
  of	
  Theology	
  (Milwaukee,	
  Wisconsin)	
  
	
  

The	
  Faith	
  of	
  the	
  Centurian	
  
	
   The	
  paper	
  explores	
  the	
  faith	
  of	
  the	
  centurion.	
  	
  This	
  faith	
  is	
  based	
  in	
  the	
  word	
  and	
  in	
  the	
  actions	
  
exhibited	
  in	
  Christ’s	
  care	
  for	
  others.	
  	
  This	
  faith	
  also	
  exemplifies	
  the	
  meaning	
  of	
  care	
  for	
  others	
  to	
  which	
  we	
  are	
  
called.	
  
	
  
Deacon	
  Justin	
  Lopina,	
  Sacred	
  Heart	
  School	
  of	
  Theology	
  (Milwaukee,	
  Wisconsin)	
  
	
  

An	
  Exegesis	
  of	
  John	
  20:30-­‐31	
  &	
  21:24-­‐25:	
  The	
  Double-­‐Ending	
  of	
  the	
  Gospel	
  of	
  John	
  
	
   The	
  end	
  of	
  John	
  20	
  is	
  met	
  with	
  literary	
  and	
  theological	
  concern	
  in	
  light	
  of	
  the	
  epilogue	
  of	
  chapter	
  21.	
  	
  It	
  
is	
  not	
  unreasonable	
  to	
  describe	
  the	
  Gospel	
  of	
  John	
  as	
  a	
  book	
  with	
  two	
  endings.	
  	
  With	
  awareness	
  of	
  this	
  fact,	
  it	
  
remains	
  the	
  responsibility	
  of	
  Biblical	
  scholars,	
  pastors,	
  preachers,	
  and	
  other	
  church	
  leaders	
  to	
  comprehend	
  the	
  
issues	
  and	
  complexities	
  surrounding	
  the	
  final	
  words	
  of	
  the	
  Gospel.	
  	
  While	
  answers	
  of	
  absolute	
  certainty	
  are	
  
rare,	
  it	
  is	
  nevertheless	
  beneficial	
  to	
  recognize	
  the	
  potential	
  problems	
  which	
  involve	
  these	
  two	
  chapters	
  and	
  to	
  
explore	
  possible	
  solutions	
  or	
  explanations	
  in	
  response	
  to	
  those	
  problems.	
  	
  Throughout	
  the	
  history	
  of	
  the	
  
church,	
  the	
  Gospel	
  of	
  John	
  has	
  proven	
  to	
  be	
  an	
  immensely	
  complex	
  book,	
  and	
  one	
  with	
  faith	
  seeking	
  
understanding	
  will	
  surely	
  be	
  challenged	
  by	
  the	
  book’s	
  wisdom	
  and	
  depth.	
  	
  This	
  exegesis	
  shall	
  specifically	
  focus	
  
on	
  John	
  20:30-­‐31	
  and	
  John	
  21:25,	
  accompanied	
  by	
  an	
  exploration	
  of	
  John	
  21:1-­‐24	
  when	
  the	
  text	
  applies	
  to	
  the	
  
problem	
  of	
  the	
  book’s	
  two	
  endings.	
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Session	
  IIc	
   Ancient	
  Near	
  Eastern	
  Practices	
  
	
   1:30-­‐3:00	
  p.m.	
  	
  /	
  Burke	
  413	
  
	
   Chair:	
  	
  Michael	
  Gutierrez,	
  Loyola	
  University	
  Chicago	
  
	
  
Sung	
  Jae	
  Park,	
  Andrews	
  University	
  Seminary	
  
	
  

Food	
  Offerings	
  to	
  the	
  Gods	
  in	
  Mesopotamian	
  Cult	
  Worship:	
  	
  A	
  Rationale	
  
	
   Much	
  has	
  been	
  written	
  and	
  studied	
  regarding	
  the	
  actual	
  offerings	
  made	
  to	
  the	
  gods	
  of	
  Mesopotamia.	
  	
  
However,	
  studies	
  regarding	
  a	
  rationale	
  for	
  the	
  offering	
  items	
  themselves	
  have	
  been	
  limited.	
  	
  This	
  paper	
  
proposes	
  some	
  rationales	
  in	
  the	
  food	
  offerings	
  made	
  to	
  the	
  gods	
  of	
  Mesopotamia.	
  
	
  
Susan	
  Sambrook,	
  Aquinas	
  Institute	
  of	
  Theology	
  (St.	
  Louis,	
  Missouri)	
  
	
  

Why	
  Blood?:	
  	
  The	
  Symbolism	
  and	
  Use	
  of	
  Blood	
  in	
  the	
  Torah	
  
	
   This	
  paper	
  examines	
  the	
  symbolism	
  and	
  use	
  of	
  blood	
  in	
  the	
  Torah.	
  The	
  discussion	
  focuses	
  on	
  five	
  
themes	
  that	
  emerged	
  through	
  a	
  study	
  of	
  the	
  existing	
  literature;	
  prohibitions	
  against	
  eating	
  blood,	
  significance	
  
of	
  the	
  blood	
  of	
  circumcision,	
  the	
  use	
  of	
  blood	
  in	
  the	
  Passover,	
  its	
  importance	
  for	
  atonement,	
  and	
  blood	
  as	
  the	
  
focus	
  of	
  the	
  laws	
  of	
  niddah.	
  While	
  the	
  symbolism	
  of	
  blood	
  in	
  the	
  Torah	
  is	
  controversial,	
  this	
  paper	
  reveals	
  that	
  
blood	
  was	
  in	
  fact	
  a	
  major	
  factor	
  in	
  the	
  covenant.	
  
	
  
David	
  Ridge,	
  The	
  University	
  of	
  Chicago	
  
	
  

How	
  Not	
  to	
  Get	
  a	
  Wife:	
  	
  King	
  David	
  and	
  the	
  Biblical	
  Betrothal	
  Type-­‐Scene	
  
	
   This	
  paper	
  uses	
  Michael	
  Nagler’s	
  definition	
  of	
  type-­‐scene	
  to	
  identify	
  the	
  biblical	
  betrothal	
  type-­‐scene	
  
of	
  Robert	
  Alter	
  and	
  Michael	
  W.	
  Martin	
  in	
  2	
  Samuel	
  11.	
  The	
  type-­‐scene	
  in	
  2	
  Samuel	
  11	
  negatively	
  characterizes	
  
David’s	
  actions	
  (such	
  as	
  his	
  lack	
  of	
  hospitality	
  and	
  his	
  attempts	
  to	
  force	
  the	
  situation	
  by	
  “taking”	
  something	
  he	
  
wants)	
  by	
  juxtaposing	
  the	
  narrative	
  alongside	
  the	
  betrothal	
  type-­‐scene	
  texts	
  of	
  Isaac,	
  Jacob,	
  and	
  Moses,	
  in	
  
which	
  hospitality	
  and	
  submission	
  to	
  divine	
  direction	
  are	
  stressed.	
  The	
  implications	
  for	
  the	
  function	
  of	
  2	
  Samuel	
  
11	
  and	
  its	
  inclusion	
  in	
  the	
  Hebrew	
  Bible	
  are	
  briefly	
  discussed.	
  
	
  
Break	
  
	
   3:00-­‐3:30	
  p.m.	
  /	
  Refreshments	
  on	
  3rd	
  Floor	
  Burke	
  Administration	
  Building	
  
	
  
	
  
Session	
  III	
   Inter-­‐relationships	
  of	
  Canonical,	
  Extra-­‐canonical	
  Literature	
  and	
  Theology	
  
	
   3:30-­‐5:00	
  p.m.	
  	
  /	
  Burke	
  307	
  

Chair:	
  	
  Dr.	
  Jeremy	
  Miselbrook,	
  College	
  of	
  Lake	
  County	
  
	
   	
  
Robert	
  Book,	
  Malone	
  University	
  
	
  

Reading	
  Qoheleth	
  and	
  Song	
  of	
  Songs	
  Canonically:	
  	
  A	
  New	
  Approach	
  
	
   The	
  general	
  order	
  of	
  books	
  in	
  the	
  Old	
  Testament	
  sketches	
  a	
  rough	
  chronology	
  of	
  Israel’s	
  history,	
  and	
  
works	
  attributed	
  to	
  a	
  single	
  author	
  by	
  tradition	
  are	
  arranged	
  to	
  reflect	
  the	
  author’s	
  own	
  chronology.	
  	
  One	
  
glaring	
  exception,	
  however,	
  is	
  the	
  Solomonic	
  Corpus,	
  specifically	
  the	
  inverted	
  chronological	
  order	
  of	
  Qoheleth	
  
and	
  Song	
  of	
  Songs.	
  This	
  paper	
  argues	
  for	
  a	
  new	
  reading	
  of	
  these	
  two	
  works	
  based	
  on	
  their	
  placement	
  within	
  
the	
  larger	
  narrative	
  of	
  Scripture—Qoheleth	
  representing	
  the	
  “end	
  of	
  wisdom”	
  and	
  the	
  Song	
  of	
  Songs	
  a	
  
foreshadowing	
  of	
  the	
  coming	
  prophetic	
  age.	
  
	
  
(section	
  information	
  continued	
  on	
  next	
  page)	
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Joshua	
  Brainard,	
  Christian	
  Theological	
  Seminary	
  
	
  

Omission-­‐Transformation:	
  	
  A	
  Rewriting	
  Practice	
  in	
  Jubilees	
  and	
  Luke-­‐Acts	
  
	
   In	
  Jubilees’	
  rewriting	
  of	
  Genesis,	
  the	
  author	
  omits	
  parts	
  of	
  the	
  Genesis-­‐based	
  text	
  only	
  to	
  transform	
  the	
  
omitted	
  material	
  and	
  relocate	
  it	
  throughout	
  Jubilees.	
  Referred	
  to	
  in	
  this	
  paper	
  as	
  “omission-­‐transformation,”	
  
the	
  practice	
  involves	
  a	
  level	
  of	
  creativity	
  that	
  goes	
  beyond	
  ordinary	
  redaction	
  and	
  expresses	
  a	
  creative	
  
preservation	
  rooted	
  in	
  the	
  milieu	
  of	
  Second	
  Temple	
  Judaism.	
  This	
  paper	
  argues	
  that	
  Luke-­‐Acts	
  draws	
  on	
  this	
  
tradition	
  by	
  the	
  way	
  it	
  omits	
  materials	
  both	
  from	
  Mark	
  and	
  Matthew	
  and	
  redistributes	
  the	
  transformations	
  of	
  
those	
  omissions	
  throughout	
  Luke	
  and	
  Acts.	
  	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
__________________________________________________________________________________________	
  
__________________________________________________________________________________________	
  
	
  
The	
  2014	
  Student	
  Religious	
  Studies	
  Conference	
  
	
  

Jeremy	
  S.	
  Miselbrook,	
  PhD–Conference	
  Coordinator,	
  SRSC	
  
Jenny	
  DeVivo–Conference	
  Assistant	
  Coordinator,	
  SRSC	
  
Eric	
  F.	
  Mason,	
  PhD–Regional	
  Coordinator	
  of	
  the	
  Midwest	
  Region	
  of	
  the	
  Society	
  of	
  Biblical	
  Literature	
  
Kevin	
  Mellish,	
  PhD–Olivet	
  Nazarene	
  University	
  Conference	
  Liaison	
  
Troy	
  W.	
  Martin,	
  PhD–Founder	
  of	
  the	
  Student	
  Religious	
  Studies	
  Conference	
  
	
  
	
  
The	
  Student	
  Religious	
  Studies	
  Conference	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  thank	
  all	
  those	
  who	
  offered	
  papers,	
  chaired	
  sessions,	
  
and	
  encouraged	
  students	
  to	
  participate	
  in	
  the	
  conference.	
  	
  We	
  also	
  express	
  our	
  gratitude	
  to	
  Olivet	
  Nazarene	
  
University,	
  and	
  in	
  particular	
  Dr.	
  Kevin	
  Mellish	
  (School	
  of	
  Theology	
  and	
  Christian	
  Ministry)	
  and	
  the	
  Department	
  
of	
  Religion	
  and	
  Philosophy	
  for	
  hosting	
  the	
  conference.	
  	
  We	
  would	
  like	
  to	
  especially	
  thank	
  Dr.	
  Eric	
  Mason	
  for	
  his	
  
support	
  as	
  our	
  Regional	
  Coordinator.	
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