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Labor of Love

Itry on Fridays to call a member—a cold call without having first emailed a request to chat. If I email
ahead of time, the caller wants to know what the call is about, and the answers are more prepared and
less visceral. I have thought about asking the same questions every call, in order to give the conversa-
tion a more intentional agenda and direction, and perhaps even to record answers on a grid to evaluate
qualitatively. Instead, I try to listen intentionally and let the call go wherever it naturally goes. However,
eventually I usually ask two questions: (1) How is your work going? and (2) What can SBL do better for
you?

Like most questions, we hear different things based on our present circumstances and personal
interests. So a vaguer question elicits a variety of responses. Sometimes I hear about the current
challenges in higher education, the poor job market, budget cuts, increased committee work, the “admin-
istration.” Sometimes I hear about a member’s frustration that research and writing always seem to take
a back seat to other, more pressing responsibilities. What I almost always hear is that, while the profes-
sion is so time-consuming, all-encompassing, and uncertain, they love it—the teaching, the students, the
intellectual freedom, the intellectual stimulation, and the creativity. It is a labor of love, and teaching
especially ranks high in personal satisfaction.

When [ ask what SBL can do better, I also get a range of answers. Sometimes they are programs or
resources we have, but ones that are not easily found on our website. Sometimes they are opportunities
they want to take, but don’t know how to begin. Almost always, though, is some program or idea associ-
ated with the larger discipline and its place in education and society that SBL might do if we had more
knowledge of the many professional contexts in which our members work.

It seems these suggestions, too, come from the love of the labor—the love of an academic field that
is arguably one of the most important humanities’ disciplines in a world filled with cultural illiteracy and
religious intolerance. SBL members know they study and teach core texts of civilization—past and pres-
ent—and care deeply about these texts’ continuing relevance to society.

You will find on p. 3 the beginning of an initiative to understand the needs of our members and their
professional contexts better. We will also look at the employment picture and begin to report on that
annually. And we will share more information through facts and figures that will help our members see
the growth and direction of the organization they own.

If you get a call on a Friday, it is no holds barred—and you can vent about, or celebrate, the field and
your organization. But you don’t have to wait for a call. You can call or email me any time.

Sincerely,
John F. Kutsko
Executive Director



The Society of Biblical Literature
Fostering Biblical Scholarship since 1880

The Society of Biblical Literature is the oldest
international scholarly membership organiza-
tion in biblical, theological, and religious studies.
Founded in 1880, the Society has experienced a
history of growth, keeping pace with the chang-
ing needs of its membership, which has grown to
over 8,600 scholars, teachers, students, religious
leaders, and individuals from around the world,
all of whom share a mutual commitment to dialog
in the critical investigation of the Bible.

The Society’s mission, to foster biblical scholar-
ship, is a simple, comprehensive statement that
encompasses the Society’s aspirations. Our vision
is to offer members opportunities for mutual sup-
port, intellectual growth, and professional devel-
opment as teachers and scholars.

Opportunity

The Society makes available to its members es-
sential electronic resources that promote re-
search and teaching. Our digital collaboration
with several partners makes numerous resources
available to our members. The SBL Font Founda-
tion is developing specialized fonts for biblical
studies that are available to individuals at no cost.
The Society supports women and under-repre-
sented racial and ethnic minorities in the profes-
sion with mentoring and recruiting programs.
Special tools and sessions are provided for stu-
dents and those outside the academy. The Society
also fosters biblical scholarship through a variety
of publishing partnerships.

Community

SBL’s congresses promote the exchange of ideas
both within and outside the academy and on an
international scale. The meetings are designed
as forums that encompass the diverse needs of
our members, from the intimate regional meet-
ings, to the diverse and growing International
Meeting, and to the energized Annual Meeting. As
they have for well over a century, SBL's meetings
keep scholarship active and up-to-date, introduce
scholars to the latest tools and resources, and
connect scholars from down the street to those
across the ocean.

Scholarship

The Society publishes a rich selection of re-
sources from study bibles and reference works
to classroom textbooks and highly specialized
monographs. The Journal of Biblical Literature,
published since 1880, is the flagship journal in
the field of biblical studies and remains on the
cutting edge by publishing articles on newer and
traditional methodologies. The Review of Bibli-
cal Literature provides the most comprehensive,
international, and timely review of books in the
field of biblical studies.

Membership offers many benefits including:

Opportunity to

¢ Gather for the exchange of ideas at regional,
national, and international meetings

e Publish books and articles

e Review books for Review of Biblical Litera-
ture

e Participate in the governance of the society

e Participate in professional development

Free access to

e Journal of Biblical Literature online from
1880-2010

e Jobsonline

e SBL's Member Directory

e Specialized fonts and rare documents

e The SBL Handbook of Style

Eligibility for SBL Awards, including

e Paul]. Achtemeier Award for New Testament
Scholarship

¢ David Noel Freedman Award for Excellence
and Creativity in Biblical Scholarship

e Regional Scholar Awards

Substantial discounts on

e Print versions of JBL and RBL

e Registration for congresses

¢ Non-SBL journals

e All SBL books through semi-annual sales

Informational publications, including

¢ Annual Meeting Session Guide
Annual Meeting Abstracts Online

SBL New and Recent Titles Catalog
SBL and SBL Publications Newsletters




Minding (and Mining) the Data

The more we know the more we can do. The more
SBL members know the more they can help lead and
advise SBL to serve its entire membership better and
to respond more proactively to the changes in bibli-
cal scholarship and higher education. In 2012, SBL
took steps to collect, organize, evaluate, and provide
data to understand better the contexts and needs of

its members.
Member Information

The SBL staff developed a new set of member profile
questions, in collaboration and consultation with many
stakeholders in our academic ecosystem, including those
in higher education and graduate schools, publishing,
libraries, journalism, religious communities, museums,
and foundations. The questions in the new member profile
were crafted on those of peer organizations in further con-
sultation with related interest groups.

Learned societies and professional organizations are
founded to serve their members’ needs. The more your
Society knows about its general membership, the more
effective it will be in each and every area of its mission to
support the field: advocacy, meetings, programs, publish-
ing, grant writing, fund raising, and professional resources.

Members will benefit directly by filling out their profile.
With this aggregated information, we can assist depart-
ments and institutions in creating new positions or making
the case for keeping faculty positions open. With this data
we can approach funding agencies to develop programs
and services that strengthen the field, support students,
and give new opportunities to biblical scholars. With this
information, we can better see trends, respond to them,
and more effectively allocate SBL resources—member
resources.

If this data is provided regularly, we can annually com-
pile reports on our member demographics, career contexts
and related issues of tenure and the rise of contingent fac-
ulty, student participation, job openings, and trends in the
many disciplines practiced by SBL members. Finally, with
this data we will identify the schools and departments
in which our members teach. We will then survey those
departments to map the state of the field, the health of the

job market, and new career opportunities.

This data will allow SBL staff, committees, boards, task
forces, and Council do the work of advocacy, support, and
programming, and will provide opportunities for solid,
consistent, diachronic analysis to identify needs and oppor-
tunities.

Beginning in 2013, we are asking members to fill out
their member profile and to keep it up to date. Every
member who fully completes the profile by March 1 will be
entered into a drawing to win one of two iPads—each year!

Academic Jobs Data and Report

In October SBL announce the release of a jobs report,
tracking employment listing data in biblical, religious, and
theological studies from 2001 through 2010. This report,
which you can view and download from http://www.sbl-
site.org/assets/pdfs/OpeningsReport2001-2010.pdf, is
historic in two regards. First, it reports on the past decade
with an eye toward identifying key and important trends.
Second, it is our first baseline collection and evaluation of
a set of data that will facilitate annual updating and long-
term analysis. Most importantly, while the findings may
not be predictive, we believe they are instructive, and this
report will provide a clear reality, to which we must find
ways to respond.

The following is a summary and the key findings of the
“Job Advertisement Data 2001-2010.”

Summary

Data collected by the Society of Biblical Literature and
American Academy of Religion reveal various characteris-
tics of note about the job market in biblical, religious, and
theological studies. Most striking are the relatively steady
hiring trends in the early 2000s contrasted with signifi-
cant changes to the market starting in 2008. In 2008 81.6
percent of positions listed were tenure track, but in 2009
51.1 percent were listed as tenure track and in 2010 61.0
percent were listed as tenure track. The lowest percent-
age of tenure-track positions from 2001 through 2008 was
in 2003 (73.7%). These findings may indicate that the job
market for the 2009 academic year fundamentally changed,
not only shrinking but reconfiguring with a greater empha-
sis on non-tenure-track employment. Hiring at the end

of 2010 indicates an upward trend, but it is significantly
(continued on p. 6)



International Qur’anic Studies Association

In spring 2012, the Society of Biblical Literature was awarded a $140,000 grant from the Henry
Luce Foundation to support a three-year consultation to explore forming an independent learned soci-
ety for scholars of the Qur’an.

The purpose of such a new learned society will be to help the growing number of Qur’anic scholars
meet across international boundaries to share their work, to appreciate the work of others, to collabo-
rate, to provide more mutual, professional support, and to help the discipline grow through advocacy
and education.

SBL made the announcement on May 29, 2012, which received positive interest and support,
including articles in the following news outlets: Chronicle of Higher Education, Inside Higher Education,
New York Times, and the Washington Post.

In September, the initiative’s codirectors, Gabriel Said Reynolds (Tisch Family Associate Profes-
sor of Islamic Studies and Theology at the University of Notre Dame) and Emran El-Badawi (Assistant
Professor of Arab Studies at the University of Houston) were invited to write an op-ed for the Christian
Science Monitor, which appeared in both the newspaper’s digital and print editions.

The initiative has quickly gained support and drawn interest from scholars around the world. The
network of scholars has adopted the name
International Qur’anic Studies Association
(IQSA). The steering committee has formed, |QSA Stee ri ng CO mm ittee
and it has begun to meet and discuss its
mission and structure, publishing, conferenc-
ing, programming, and other professional
services, in order to create a forum and
community of scholars and students of the
Qur’an.

In October, IQSA launched a website:
www.iqsaweb.org. Scholars interested in
becoming involved, supporting the efforts,
or staying informed of developments are
encouraged to sign up for the regular updates
and join the e-mail list. You can also follow
IQSA on Twitter and Facebook.

PAGES 4 & 5



An Open Letter to SBL Members

Since its press release in May 29, 2012, the
International Quranic Studies Association (IQSA)
has received the support of the academy as well as the
public. In the months following, the media took much
interest in IQSA, as well as SBLs instrumental role
in supporting this Quranic Studies initiative. Thanks
to this widespread recognition, university professors,
graduate students, and academic institutions around
the world continue to reach out to us and form
valuable partnerships with IQSA. As co-directors
of this initiative, we understand that forming
meaningful relationships with sister organizations will
be key to the success and growth of IQSA in the long
term. We would like to take this opportunity to reach
out to the members of SBL especially, and inform
them about the vision of this initiative and their role
within it.

On November 18-19, 2012, IQSA will hold
its first organizational meeting in Chicago. Its co-
directors and steering committee will discuss several
important matters, including governance, publishing,
relationship building, fund raising, and planning our
Sfirst meeting in 2013, alongside SBLs Annual Meeting.
Our provisional plan is for our annual meetings to
alternate between North America (alongside SBL)
and a site in the Islamic world. We also plan on
establishing a journal, a newsletter, and a monograph
series that will publish in English as well as Arabic.
We want IQSA to be “the place” where Quranic
studies scholars from around the world, especially
those in Western and Islamic countries, talk to one
another, share cutting edge research, collaborate and
publish their work. The collegial environment we
will work towards will also make IQSA a center that
fosters respect and mutual understanding through
scholarship.

One of the program units to be housed at IQSA
conferences will explore the Quran’s dialogue with
Biblical literature; another will likely study the text in
light of Semitic linguistics. These areas of scholarship
will prove to be a “bridge” between members of IQSA
and those of SBL. Scholars of biblical studies will have
the opportunity to learn how biblical traditions were
adapted within the Quranic milieu. And scholars
of Quranic Studies can learn how the text belongs
to “the world of the Bible.” You are invited to visit
the initiative’s blog (http://igsaweb.org), subscribe to
IQSAS e-mail list, and keep up to date with our news
and posts. We thank SBL for its support and look
forward to working with its members.

Sincerely,
Emran El-Badawi
Gabriel Said Reynolds

Partnership to Provide
Primary Texts

Texts lie at the heart of biblical studies and the related fields
its members research and teach. SBL members are deeply
indebted to the work of text-critical scholars, whether it is
Desiderius Erasmus’ Novem Instrumentum or the resources
made available through the decades-long commitment of the
Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft (http://www.dbg.de/en). The work
of the German Bible Society, in particular, has produced the
staples that have nourished generations of biblical scholars
and translators. The booklet Textual Research on the Bible,
available on the SBL website, highlights this contribution.

It is thus with great delight that the Society of Biblical
Literature announces a partnership with the German Bible
Society to make the reading text (the upper text without
critical apparatus) of four editions available to its members
in several formats for download and personal use.

The webpage, which requires member logon, will go live at
the beginning of the year and will include the following texts
(without critical apparatus):

* Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, 5" revised edition

* Septuaginta, edited by Alfred Rahlfs, 2™ revised edition

* Biblical Sacra luxta Vulgatam Versionem, 5" revised

edition

* Greek New Testament, 4" revised edition

Initially, these texts will be available as downloadable PDFs.
We plan to add other formats of use to our members.

SBL members can be grateful to the collaborative efforts
of Felix Breidenstein (GBS’s Former Executive Director)
and Florian Voss (GBSs Senior Editor/International
Rights Director) for making this partnership a reality and
for providing a significant service to SBL members. We
hope those who use these texts will likewise express their
appreciation to GBS.

IQSA codirectors
Gabriel Reynolds
(left) and Emran

El-Badawi (right).




(Minding the Data, continued from p. 3)

down from historic highs. Hires for new posi-
tions accounted for 37.9 percent of positions from
2001 through 2007, but without sufficient data
for 2008 through 2010 it is not possible to know
whether new positions continue to constitute a
significant percentage of the hiring landscape.
Many of these changes are likely due to global
economic factors; continued attention to the data
may reveal whether they are temporary or per-
manent.

It is clear from the data, nonetheless, that
candidates should focus on acquiring a Ph.D.,
obtaining teaching experience, and ensuring that
interdisciplinary teaching or research is part of
their repertoire. The data do not reflect whether
or not publishing of journal articles, books, and/
or monographs was desired or required. The
overwhelming majority of positions, averaging
66.9 percent from 2001 through 2007, requires—
not simply desires—a Ph.D. and 69.2 percent of
positions either require or desire prior teaching
experience. While only 9.7 percent of positions
require interdisciplinary teaching or research,
25.2 percent desired evidence of the skill or expe-
rience.

Key Findings

1. The decade under consideration experi-
enced significant fluctuation in the number
of job advertisements. Sharp decline
marked 2008 to 2009 (-45.8%) and ad
numbers in 2010 were just below ad levels
for 2001 (494 and 511 respectively).

2. In 2008 81.6 percent of positions listed
were tenure track, but this figure decreased
to 51.1 percent in 2009 and 61.0 percent
in 2010. These findings may indicate that
the job market for the 2009 academic year
fundamentally changed, not only shrink-
ing but apparently reconfiguring with a
greater emphasis on non-tenure-track
employment.

3. Hiring for new positions and vacancies
accounted for 85.1 percent of position list-
ings.

4. For ads posted with SBL and AAR from
2001 through 2010, the three most
important skills or experiences desired

10.

11.

12.

13.

or required by employers were (in order)
holding a Ph.D., prior teaching experience,
and interdisciplinary teaching or research.
Data may suggest that demand for Ph.D.

and M.A. instruction has increased with
little correlative effect on the demand for
B.A. and Th.D., D.Min. instruction.

Jobs posted with the organizations were
almost exclusively full-time rather than
part-time.

Fields of study for positions themselves
were diverse but populated three major
categories. Positions dealing with modern
religions and their histories, includ-
ing comparative and world religions,
accounted for 31.6% of ads. Positions in
biblical studies and related disciplines—
including Ancient Near Eastern languages
and literatures, Second Temple Judaism,
and early Christianity—accounted for 29
percent of ads. Positions in theology, phi-
losophy, philosophy of religion, and ethics
accounted for 21.9 percent of ads.
Positions in Islam were the major driver
for the growth of positions dealing with
modern religions and their histories
between 2008 and 2009, increasing four-
fold and accounting for 32.9 percent of
such positions in that period.

New Testament and early Christian-
ity positions focused on biblical studies,
accounting for 39.5 percent of such posi-
tions in 2010.

Positions in theology have led growth
among positions in theology, philosophy,
philosophy of religion, and ethics, doubling
from 2008 to 2010 and accounting for 61
percent of such positions in that period.
Not-for-profit, as opposed to public, insti-
tutions prevail in terms of the total number
of positions.

Most jobs at public institutions represent
institutions with Master’s and Doctorate

programs. Similarly, most jobs at public
institutions represent institutions with stu-
dent enrollment figures of at least 10,000.

A majority of positions (64.3%) indicated
that hires would teach undergraduate
students, while 43.5 percent of positions
indicated that hires would teach Master’s



students and 27 percent of positions indicated that
hires would teach doctoral students.

14. Positions at Special Focus institutions and Doctor-
ate-granting institutions report the lowest course
load at 5.0 and 5.1 courses per annum. Associate
institutions report 5.4 courses per annum, while

Baccalaureate institutions report 5.9 courses per
annum. Master’s institutions reported the highest
course load at 6.7 courses per annum.

15. Most hires would teach three to six courses per
annum: 77.6 percent of not-for-profit institution
ads and 77.2 percent of public institution ads indi-
cated that hires would teach three to six courses per
annum. Not-for-profit institutions, however, more
frequently indicated a higher course load: 66.5 per-
cent of not-for-profit institution ads indicated that
hires would teach five to eight courses per annum,
which compares with 51.8 percent of public institu-
tions ads.

16. Institutions located in twenty-eight countries posted
ads with the organizations from 2001 through 2010,
representing six of the seven continents. The over-
whelming majority of institutions posting job ads
with the organizations are located within the United
States (90.2%). Five countries posted at least twenty
ads from 2001 through 2010: United States, Canada,
United Kingdom, New Zealand, and The Netherlands.

In June SBL announced the results of the “Fall 2010
Survey of Contingent Faculty Members, Instructors and
Researchers,” conducted by The Coalition on the Academic
Workforce (CAW). SBL participated in and provided staff
support for that project. The survey inquired about course
assignments, salaries, benefits, and general working con-
ditions as members of the contingent academic workforce
experience them at the institutional level. Such data are
critical to our work in SBL, the future of our Society, and the
Society’s context within higher education. This report pro-
vides critical data to the higher education field, disciplinary
associations, advocacy groups, contingent faculty members,
instructors, and researchers. It is available on both the CAW
and SBL websites.

The SBL Council will continue working in concert with
other bodies such as the American Council of Learned Soci-
eties, the American Association of University Professors,
the Coalition on the Academic Workforce, and the New Fac-
ulty Majority. The SBL, in collaboration with the AAR, will
also continue to mine the combined disciplinary data, in
order to understand the most direct impact these changes
have on its own members. We will continue to address
these issues through our programming and resources, and
will work with membership and professional organizations
to advocate for higher education and the importance of
scholarship in society.

Bible Odyssey Website

Bible Odyssey, the NEH-funded website that will share
biblical scholarship with general audiences has over three
hundred original articles commissioned from our members
and other colleagues. Undergraduates, journalists, clergy,
and other interested readers will be able to explore current
research, insights, and debates about the biblical world and
its contexts after site launch in November 2013.

Our sincere thanks go to the stellar scholars who
comprise our editorial board, all of whom have spent
numerous hours on author-prospecting phone calls and

have peer reviewed every single article that has already
arrived. A special thanks to our general editors, Mark
Allan Powell and Rhonda Burnette-Bletsch, who thought of
consistently interesting and audience-friendly topics for the
site to address.

If you enjoy writing for general audiences and would
like to make your contribution to public scholarship, please
get in touch with the Bible Odyssey Managing Editor, Moira
Bucciarelli at: m.bucciarelli@sbl-site.org




Publications Year in Review

After publishing one of our largest lineups ever
in 2011, SBL Publications is on target to increase
its output by the end of 2012, with thirty-six new
titles on a wide range of topics, including reading
Paul’s Letter to the Romans, the archaeology of
Judah in the Neo-Babylonian period, the Hodayot
of the Qumran community, the Samaritan
Pentateuch, and two early sources of the canonical
Gospels, to name just a few. (For a complete list
of 2012 publications, see page 10.) In addition to
the publication of all these volumes, several other
high points from 2012 deserve special mention.

(1) One result of this increased productivity
is evident in the steadily growing sales that
we enjoy. While most academic and university
presses struggled to limit their revenue losses, the
SBL increased its book sales revenue during the
last fiscal year (July 2011-June 2012) by over 8
percent over the previous year. In fact, SBL's net
sales revenue of over $455,000 is the highest
total in our history. Thanks to the efforts of our
authors and editors, as well as the support of SBL
members who both buy SBL books and assign
them as classroom resources, we expect this
positive trend to continue through the current
fiscal year and beyond.

(2) To encourage and continue this positive
trend, the SBL has enlisted the services of
publishing consultant Karen Strauss (see http://
www.straussconsultants.com/about). In addition
to serving with Bantam Books, The Free Press
division of Macmillan, and Crown Publishing,
Karen has also worked with leading biblical
studies presses such as Abingdon and Eerdmans.
Her goal with SBL Publications will be to broaden
and deepen our sales presence in a number of
key markets, the most important of which are
academiclibraries in North America and especially
Europe. Karen will also draw on her extensive
industry experience and contacts to improve our
marketing processes, to help us gain deeper entry
into several online sales outlets, and to represent
us as possible with buyers for key wholesalers and
retailers.

(3) Several years ago the Society’s Research
and Publications Committee approved the creation
of a new book series proposed by Leo G. Perdue:
Wisdom Literature of the Ancient World. This

series is designed to provide original texts and
translations of and commentaries on key wisdom
writings from the ancient world, whether written
in Sumerian, Akkadian, Egyptian, Ugaritic, Hebrew,
Aramaic, or Greek. We are pleased to note that the
first volume in the WLAW series was published
in 2012: Walter T. Wilson’s The Sentences of
Sextus. Described by Origen as a writing that
“even the masses of believers have read,” the
Sentences of Sextus offers unique insights into
popular Christian thought during the late second
century C.E. This volume provides a critical edition
including evidence from the Greek, Latin, Syriac,
and Coptic versions; a new translation; and the
first commentary for the Sentences, an important
document for investigating the history of early
Christian wisdom, asceticism, and ethics. Look for
another WLAW volume in early 2013: Matthew
Goff on 4QInstruction.

E-book Publications

SBL continued its development of e-book offerings
throughout 2012. After exploring various options
and considering a number of complicating factors,
Publications staff decided to pursue a two-track
e-book strategy.

First, because most popular e-readers do
not support a full range of Greek characters (e.g.,
accents, iota subscripts) or Unicode (right-to-left)
Hebrew, SBL books that contain those scripts (or
other complex design elements) will be offered as
PDF-based e-books. All these books will be easily
readable on the standard e-readers, and readers
will see pages exactly as they appear in the print
editions.

Second, books that do not have special
language or design complications will be offered
in the standard tagged formats used by Kindle,
iPad, Nook, and other popular e-readers. All of the
books in this category will be “reflowable,” that is,
automatically wrapping words from line to line
and page to page, depending on the size at which
text is being displayed. By following this two-track
strategy, SBL Publications will achieve its goal
of making available the best of biblical studies
scholarship in the widest variety of formats.

To assist us in developing our e-book lineup,



SBL Facts and Figures

http://sbl-site.org/SBLDashboard.aspx

Year 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011
Membership

Total Members 6015 6203 6222 6636 7121 7780 8526 9058 8436 8703 8756
Gender

Male n/a n/a n/a 5176 5554 6068 6650 7065 6580 6701 6742
Female n/a n/a n/a 1460 1567 1712 1876 1993 1856 2002 2014
Region

US Members 4652 4630 4766 5053 5322 5768 6196 6459 6002 6125 5994
Non-US Members 1363 1573 1456 1583 1799 2012 2330 2599 2434 2578 2762
Type

Full Member n/a n/a n/a 4844 4208 4756 5253 5298 5079 5329 5712
Student Member n/a n/a n/a 1437 1375 1837 2334 2498 2337 2459 2368
Associate Member n/a n/a n/a 38 47 430 365 407 292 315 350
Volunteers 134 169 210 242 329 486 613 759 813 870 921
Meetings

Annual Meeting

Program Units 92 96 100 101 122 134 136 150 155 162 170
Annual Meeting

Attendees 3733 4270 3668 4338 4600 4492 5498 4330 4330 4795 4503
International Meeting

Program Units 17 33 18 32 36 29 30 41 47 55 61
International Meeting

Attendees 410 430 495 468 297 571 812 475 737 448 972
Publications

Books Published n/a 29 31 19 25 22 21 20 26 25 35

SBL has enlisted the services of BiblioVault, a branch of
the Chicago Distribution Center (University of Chicago
Press) that provides more than ninety scholarly presses
with digital developmentand storage. For SBL, BiblioVault
converts the SBL-provided printer file into a fully tagged
text ready for reading on iPad, Nook, Kindle, and other

e-readers, then makes each text format available for
purchase from the Apple iBookstore, Barnes & Noble,
Amazon, and BiblioVault itself. The following SBL titles
are available now at these bookstores, with more soon
to follow:

(continued on p. 11)
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Ancient Israel and Its Literature
Suzanne Boorer, Victor H.
Matthews, Steven L. McKenzie,
editor, Thomas C. Romer,
Benjamin D. Sommer, Nili
Wazana

Ancient Near East Monographs
Ehud Ben Zvi, coeditor, Roxana
Flammini, coeditor, José Galan,
Erhard S. Gerstenberger,
Esther J. Hamori, Steven W.
Holloway, Alan Lenzi, Santiago
Rostom Maderna, Martti
Nissinen, Graciela Gestoso
Singer, Juan Manuel Tebes

Archaeology and Biblical Studies
Tammi J. Schneider, editor

Biblical Encyclopedia
Leo G. Perdue, editor

Commentary on the Septuagint
Robert Hiebert, coeditor,
Benjamin G. Wright, 1],
coeditor

Early Christianity and Its
Literature
Warren Carter, Beverly
Roberts Gaventa, Judith M.
Lieu, Gail R. O’Day, editor,
Joseph Verheyden, Sze-kar
Wan

Early Judaism and Its Literature
Mark J. Boda, George J. Brooke,
Esther Glickler Chazon, Steven
D. Fraade, Martha Himmelfarb,
James S. McLaren, Jacques van
Ruiten, Rodney A. Werline,
editor

History of Biblical Studies
Leo G. Perdue, coeditor,
Laurence L. Welborn, coeditor

International Voices in Biblical
Studies
Eric Bortey Anum, Ida
Frohlich, Jione Havea, Louis
C. Jonker, co-general editor,
Hisako Kinukawa,

Editorial Boards

Sam P. Mathew, Monica J.
Melanchthon, co-general
editor;, Nestor Miguez, Nancy
Nam Hoon Tan

New Testament in the Greek
Fathers
Roderic L. Mullen

Resources for Biblical Study
Tom Thatcher, coeditor, Susan
Ackerman, coeditor

Semeia Studies
Fiona Black, Gay L. Byron,
Jione Havea, Avaren E. Ipsen,
Jennifer L. Koosed, Jeremy
Punt, Ken Stone, Caroline
Vander Stichele, Yak-Hwee
Tan, Gerald O. West, editor

Septuagint and Cognate Studies
Karen H. Jobes, Wolfgang
Kraus, editor, Arie van der
Kooij, Siegfried Kreuzer

Studia Philonica Annual
David T. Runia, coeditor;
Gregory E. Sterling, coeditor

Text-Critical Studies
Sidnie White Crawford

Writings from the Ancient World
Billie Jean Collins, Daniel
Fleming, Amélie Kuhrt,
editor WAWSup, Theodore J.
Lewis, editor, Martti Nissinen,
William M. Schniedewind,
Mark S. Smith, Emily Teeter,
Terry Wilfong

Writings from the Greco-Roman

World
Brian E. Daley, Eric Gruen,
Ronald F. Hock, editor,
WGRWSup, David Konstan,
coeditor, Wendy Mayer,
Margaret M. Mitchell, Teresa
Morgan, Illaria L. E. Ramellij,
Michael J. Roberts, Karin
Schlapbach, Johan C. Thom,
coeditor, James C. VanderKam

Journal of Biblical Literature

William Adler, Ellen Aitken,
David Barr, Jo-Ann Brant,
Brian Britt, Billie Jean Collins,
managing ed., Colleen
Conway, Mary Rose D’Angelo,
Thomas Dozeman, John
Endres, Michael Fox, Steven
Fraade, Frances Taylor Gench,
Jennifer Glancy, J. Albert
Harrill, Matthias Henze,
Robert Holmstedt, Paul Joyce,
Archie C. C. Lee, AnneMarie
Luijendijk, Margaret
MacDonald, Christl Maier;
Shelly Matthews, Stephen
Moore, Laura Nasrallah,
Timothy Pettipiece, asst.
editor, Emerson Powery, Mark
Reasoner, Adele Reinhartz,
general editor, Thomas Rémer,
Turid Karlsen Seim, Claudia
Setzer, Konrad Schmid, Baruch
Schwartz, Carolyn Sharp,
Yvonne Sherwood, Benjamin
Sommer, Elizabeth Struthers
Malbon, Louis Stulman, David
Tsumura, L. Michael White,
Sidnie White Crawford, David
Wright

Review of Biblical Literature
Jan van der Watt, general
editor, Athalya Brenner, Yair
Hoffman, James Alfred Loader,
William R. G. Loader, Ed Noort,
Manfred Oeming, Stephen .
Patterson, Joseph Verheyden,
Jiirgen K. Zangenberg



(Publications, continued from p. 9)

*  Oded Borowski, Daily Life in Biblical Times

¢ Billie Jean Collins, The Hittites and Their World

e Ann E. Killebrew Biblical Peoples and Ethnicity:

An Archaeological Study of Egyptians, Canaanites,
Philistines, and Early Israel, 1300-1100 B.C.E.

e Henning Graf Reventlow, History of Biblical
Interpretation, Volume 1: From the Old Testament to
Origen

¢ Henning Graf Reventlow, History of Biblical
Interpretation, Volume 2: From Late Antiquity to the
End of the Middle Ages

¢ Henning Graf Reventlow, History of Biblical
Interpretation, Volume 3: Renaissance, Reformation,
Humanism

e Henning Graf Reventlow, History of Biblical
Interpretation, Volume 4: From the Enlightenment to
the End of the Twentieth Century

e David G. Rice and John E. Stambaugh, Sources for the
Study of Greek Religion: Corrected Edition

Journal of Biblical Literature

Thanks to the skillful leadership of outgoing editor James C.
VanderKam and of incoming editor Adele Reinhartz, we are
able to report several exciting developments with regard to
JBL. First, as outlined in Reinhartz’s letter to all SBL mem-
bers, the scope of /BL is broader than ever and constantly
expanding. Indeed, more articles on noncanonical litera-
tures and topics, as well as methods other than historical
criticism and philology, have found a home in JBL in recent
years, a development that we will continue to encourage.
Second, the excellent quality of the journal, already widely
recognized by scholars and libraries around the world,
secured for /JBL a new honor in 2012: Project MUSE chose
JBL as one of only four journals to be added to the Standard
Collection on account of its high MUSE score and high-qual-
ity content. This is a remarkable distinction. Finally, with
the transition to a new editorship has come a shift to man-
aging the peer-review process electronically. A new content
and workflow management system has been put into place
that allows the editorial team to track, process, and report
on submissions with maximum efficiency and minimal
error. Submissions are now received electronically in the
SBL office, entered into the system automatically, and dis-
tributed to members of the editoral board for double-blind
peer review.

All these developments were on full display in the
four issues published since the last Society Report. The
forty-one articles published dealt with a wide range of
topics, from canonical works to deuterocanonical literature
to noncanonical writings, from the emergence of book

religion in ancient Israel to Achaemenid iconography to
early Christianity as a sectarian group. An equally broad
range of methods were brought to bear on these topics,
from traditional historical criticism to lexicography to
comparative literature to oral performance theory to
reception history to postcolonialism, to name just a few.
By publishing 800+ pages of biblical studies scholarship
each year that covers all aspects and contexts of the biblical
literature from a variety of social locations and ideological
perspectives, JBL will continue to hold, and build upon, its
places as the flagship journal of the field.

Review of Biblical Literature

RBL continues to be one of the Society’s most visible
outlets, as we send weekly newsletters announcing reviews
published to over 9,000 members and nonmembers. The
RBL newsletter plays a significant role in leading scholars,
students, and interested laypersons to the RBL website
(www.bookreviews.org), where they can read the latest
reviews or search among the over 6,700 reviews published
since RBL’s creation thirteen years ago. Obviously, many
interested readers take advantage of this access, since the
RBL website records over two million visits each year.

But there is even more to the story than the number
of reviews published and the number of visitors to the
website. RBL also leads the way in building bridges
between biblical scholars from every region of the world.
Not only do we provide free access to scholarly reviews to
anyone with access to the Internet, but over the last twelve
months we have published reviews by scholars from thirty
different countries, which underscores our international
scope. These countries include: Argentina, Australia,
Austria, Belgium, Canada, Colombia, Denmark, Ethiopia,
France, Germany, Greece, India, Ireland, Israel, Italy, Japan,
Lebanon, Malaysia, Mexico, the Netherlands, New Zealand,
Nigeria, Norway, Romania, Singapore, South Africa, Sweden,
Switzerland, the United Kingdom, and the United States.
Somewhat surprisingly, more RBL reviews were authored
by scholars outside the U.S. than by scholars within the U.S.:
54 percent non-U.S. versus 46 percent U.S. Taking all these
data into account, it is no stretch to conclude that RBL truly
is the world’s leading provider of reviews of biblical studies
publications.




2012 SBL Publications List

Anderson, Robert T, and Terry Giles, eds. The
Samaritan Pentateuch: An Introduction to Its
Origin, History, and Significance for Biblical
Studies (RBS)

Boda, Mark J., Carol ]. Dempsey, and LeAnn Snow
Flesher, eds. Daughter Zion: Her Portrait, Her
Response (AIL)

Boer, Roland, and Fernando F. Segovia, eds. The
Future of the Biblical Past: Envisioning Biblical
Studies on a Global Key (SemSt)

Dube, Musa W, Andrew Mbuvi, and Dora
Mbuwayesango, eds. Postcolonial Perspectives
in African Biblical Interpretations (GPBS)

Elliott, Scott S., and Roland Boer, eds. Ideology,
Culture, and Translation (SemSt)

Faust, Avraham. Judah in the Neo-Babylonian
Period: The Archaeology of Desolation (ABS)

Gericke, Jaco. The Hebrew Bible and Philosophy of
Religion (RBS)

Hanneken, Todd R. The Subversion of the
Apocalypses in the Book of Jubilees (E]L)

Hock, Ronald F The Chreia and Ancient
Rhetoric: Commentaries on Aphthonius’s
Progymnasmata (WGRW)

Jones, E. Stanley, ed. The Rediscovery of Jewish
Christianity: From Toland to Baur (HBS)

Killebrew, Ann E., and Gunnar Lehmann, eds. The
Philistines and Other “Sea Peoples” in Text and
Archaeology (ABS)

Kloppenborg, John S., and Judith H. Newman, eds.
Editing the Bible: Assessing the Task Past and
Present (RBS)

Lamberton, Robert. Proclus the Successor on
Poetics and the Homeric Poems: Essays 5 and
6 of His Commentary on the Republic of Plato
(WGRW)

Lipton, Diana, ed. Universalism and Particularism
at Sodom and Gomorrah: Essays in Memory of
Ron Pirson (AIL)

Lombaard, Christo. The Old Testament and
Christian Spirituality: Theoretical and Practical
Essays from a South African Perspective (IVBS)

Lubetski, Meir, and Edith Lubetski, eds. New
Inscriptions and Seals Relating to the Biblical
World (ABS)

MacDonald, Dennis R. Two Shipwrecked Gospels:
The Logoi of Jesus and Papias’s Exposition of
Logia about the Lord (ECL)

Norris, Richard A., Jr. Gregory of Nyssa: Homilies on
the Song of Songs (WGRW)

Olyan, Saul M. ed. Social Theory and the Study of
Israelite Religion: Essays in Retrospect and
Prospect (RBS)

Payne, Annick. [ron Age Hieroglyphic Luwian
Inscriptions (WAW)

Peters, Melvin K. H., ed., XIV Congress of the IOSCS:
Helsinki, 2010 (SCS)

Runia, David T, and Gregory E. Sterling, eds. Studia
Philonica Annual XX1V, 2012 (StPhA)

Schoors, Antoon; Michael Lesley, trans. The
Kingdoms of Israel and Judah in the Eighth and
Seventh Centuries B.C.E. (BibEnc)

Schuller, Eileen M., and Carol A. Newsom. The
Hodayot (Thanksgiving Psalms): A Study
Edition of 1QH® (EJL)

Shantz, Colleen, and Rodney A. Werline, eds.,
Experientia, Volume 2: Linking Text and
Experience (EJL)

Sheppard, Beth M. The Craft of History and the
Study of the New Testament (RBS)

Skinner, Christopher W,, and Kelly R. Iverson, eds.
Unity and Diversity in the Gospels and Paul:
Essays in Honor of Frank J. Matera (ECL)

Sneed, Mark R. The Politics of Pessimism in
Ecclesiastes: A Social-Science Perspective (AIL)

Stanley, Christopher D., ed. Paul and Scripture:
Extending the Conversation (ECL)

Stone, Michael E. Armenian Apocrypha Relating to
Abraham (EJL)

Sumney, Jerry L., ed. Reading Paul’s Letter to the
Romans (RBS)

Svebakken, Hans. Philo of Alexandria’s Exposition
of the Tenth Commandment (StPhM)

Tsouna, Voula. Philodemus, On
Management (WGRW)

Vander Stichele, Caroline, and Hugh S. Pyper, eds.
Text, Image, and Otherness in Children’s Bibles:
What Is in the Picture? (SemSt)

Watson, Duane F. ed., Miracle Discourse in the New
Testament

Wilson, Walter T. The Sentences of Sextus (WLAW)

Segal, Michael. The Book of Jubilees: Rewritten
Bible, Redaction, Ideology and Theology
(JSJSup, Brill reprint)

Wilson, Walter T. Philo of Alexandria, On Virtues
(PACS, Brill reprint)

Property
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The Society’s meetings showcase the latest in
biblical and related research, cultivate professional
contacts, advance research in the field, and focus on
issues of the profession. The sessions that populate
the Annual and International Meetings programs
year to year highlight the breadth, diversity, and
strength ofthe meetings, demonstrating how central
the role of these meetings are in driving scholarship
forward in the field of biblical studies and a host of
related disciplines. Here are highlights of our most
recent Annual and International Meetings, as well

as information about upcoming Regional Meetings.

Annual Meeting

The Society’s Annual Meeting 2011, held in San
Francisco, marked a historic reunion between the
Society of Biblical Literature and the American
Academy of Religion. Total registrations for the
meeting were 10,506 and 4803 of that total was
SBL members. The last time SBL and AAR met
together was in 2007 in San Diego and total
registrations were 10,193.

One focal point of the Annual Meeting is the
exhibit hall. Last year we had 128 publishers and
software companies showcasing their books and
digital resources. We also debuted two publisher
search kiosks that enabled an attendee to search
for a book through Google Books and it told them
the publisher and booth location.

The sessions that populate the Annual
Meeting program year to year highlight the
breadth, diversity, and strength of the meeting,
demonstrating how central the role of the Annual

Congresses Year in Review

Meeting is in driving scholarship forward in
the field of biblical studies and a host of related
disciplines. In 2011, Carol Newsom'’s presidential
address headlined the program. Prof. Newsom—a
notable scholar of the Dead Sea Scrolls, wisdom
literature, and women in the Bible—addressed
SBL members on the topic of “Models of the Moral
Self: Hebrew Bible and Second Temple Judaism.”
A video of the address is available on the SBL
website. Other sessions covered topics such as
the relationship of scholarship to faith, the mutual
influence and interrelation of modern biblical

Future Annual Meetings

PANIE]
2014
2015
2016
2017
2018
2019
2020
2021

Baltimore, MD Nov. 23-26
San Diego, CA  Nov. 22-25
Atlanta, GA Nov. 21-24
San Antonio, TX Nov. 19-22
Boston, MA Nov. 18-21
Denver, CO Nov. 17-20
San Diego, CA  Nowv. 23-26
Boston, MA Nov. 21-24
San Antonio, TX Nov. 20-23



studies and the academic study of “religion,” and the role of
social networking in the Academy. Program units treating
the Pauline Epistles, Synoptic Gospels, scriptures in early
Judaism and early Christianity, and Qumran were some of
the most popular venues for member participation.

The 2012 Annual Meeting in Chicago builds on the
success of last year’s meeting with anticipated total
registrations of over 11,000 and 137 companies exhibiting.

The technological initiatives we began in San Francisco
will continue this year. We have added an additional
publisher-search kioskin the exhibithall and a mobile device
charging station in the Cyber Café. Wireless internet access
will also be complimentary throughout the McCormick
Place convention center. After last year’s successful launch,
we will again provide a Mobile Meeting Guide powered by
EventPilot Plus. This mobile app provides members with a
technically reliable, intuitive, and functional solution.

At no cost, this mobile app provides attendees with:

* The entire event program, including AAR, SBL, and
Additional Meetings sessions

e Exhibitor information, including an interactive Ex-
hibit Hall map

*  Maps of the Annual Meetings hotels and Convention
Center

* Find-a-Friend functionality to allow you to locate
your colleagues

* Information about Chicago restaurants, attractions,
and nightlife

* Ability to add sessions and personal events to your
Annual Meetings Calendar

* And more!

Speaking on “A Vision of Divine Justice: The Resurrection
of Jesus in Eastern Christian Iconography,” John Dominic
Crossan will deliver the 2012 presidential address. Prof.
Crossan is Professor Emeritus at DePaul University, was
Co-Chair of the Jesus Seminar from 1985 to 1996, and has
authored numerous books on the subjects of the historical
Jesus, the apostle Paul, and earliest Christianity. In addition,
sessions on a range of topics populate the 2012 Annual
Meeting program, including the translation of ancient texts,
pedagogical and hermeneutical Issues between the Bibleand
Qur’an, the scholarly use of unprovenienced archaeological
artifacts, and art and spirituality. Several sessions will also
involve the internationally acclaimed The Rose Ensemble as
artists in residence at the 2012 meeting. Members who have
preregistered for them can take advantage of workshops
on designing courses for significant learning, the ins and
outs of academic publishing, understanding and managing
the hiring process, and teaching philosophy and syllabi
preparation.

SBL thanks the following sponsors of the 2012 Annual
Meetings: Nida Institute for Biblical Scholarship, Baker
Academic and Brazos Press, Wipf and Stock Publishers,
Gregorian and Biblical Press, and BibleMesh.

International Meeting

The 2012 SBL International Meeting was held at the
Universiteit van Amsterdam in conjunction with the
European Association of Biblical Studies, Oudtestamentisch
Werkgezelschap in Nederland en Belgié and the Society for
0ld Testament Study. Total registrations were 892, about 80
less than we had in 2011 in London. Amsterdam was a very
popular location for attendees with 31 percent indicating
the location had a significant influence on their decision to
attend the IM and 55 percent giving it an excellent rating
as a destination for the IM. An impressive 76 percent of
respondents visited the book exhibit which had twenty-
eight publishers.

Sessionsatthe 2012 International Meeting featured film,
reception history, the Dead Sea Scrolls, Bible translation,
and the history of Judaism. Attendees had the opportunity
to discuss the hermeneutics of gender in the Gospels
while viewing a silent film that diverged from established
cinematic traditions and contested their understanding of
the Christ narrative. They could debate how “Oral Torah”
came to be committed to writing, a major concern of the
academic study of Rabbinic Literature in general and
Midrashic Literature in particular. Sessions also focused
on the Encyclopedia of the Bible and Its Reception (EBR),
which represents the state of the art on the reception of the
Bible in Judaism and Christianity as well as other religious
traditions, and the impact of Romantic nineteenth-century
ideologies on Bible translation.

SBL thanks the following sponsors of the 2012
International Meeting: Peeters Publishers and Nida Institute
for Biblical Scholarship.
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Work has already begun on the 2013
International Meeting program and registration
should open by the end of the year. The meeting
will take place at the University of St. Andrews, the
oldest university in Scotland, with international
renown for both research and education of
undergraduates and postgraduates. We're excited
to be able to offer university housing for this
meeting. Rooms will include breakfast and cost
£59 per night, making it very affordable for the
attendees.

At the 2013 International Meeting, we
anticipate great interest in a program full of
unique sessions. Numerous plans are already
underway, including sessions on pseudepigraphal
texts, the intersection between biblical studies
and theology, ritual innovation as found in the
Hebrew Bible and Second Temple texts, and the
methodologies and paradigms utilized by Ezekiel
scholars as they endeavor to comprehend and
(re)construct the literary history, provenance,
arguments, and theologies of the book. A session
on christology, creation, and eschatology aims to
honor Richard ]J. Bauckham, while another session
will celebrate the thirtieth anniversary of the
publication into English of the Temple Scroll.

Regional Scholars Program

The eleven regions identify exemplary new
scholars for consideration and selection as the
Society’s Regional Scholars. A maximum of six

Future
International
Meetings

2013
St. Andrews, Scotland

2014
Vienna, Austria

2015
Buenos Aires, Argentina

2016
Seoul, South Korea

regional scholars are selected each year and given
stipends to cover a portion of the cost of attend-
ing the Annual Meeting. For the 2012 awards, the
regions made eight nominations. Five of these
nominations merited the distinction of Regional
Scholar.

Eric D. Barreto is Assistant Professor of New
Testament at Luther Seminary in Saint Paul, Min-
nesota. He completed doctoral work at Emory
University and also holds degrees from Princeton
Theological Seminary and Oklahoma Baptist Uni-
versity. His dissertation, Ethnic Negotiations: The
Function of Race and Ethnicity in Acts 16, was pub-
lished by Mohr Siebeck in 2010 and argues that
race and ethnicity were critical components of the
theology of Acts. A recipient of an ATS Lilly Fac-
ulty Fellowship in 2012-13, he has also received
grants from the Hispanic Theological Initiative,
the Fund for Theological Education, and the
Wabash Center for Teaching and Learning in The-
ology and Religion.

Andrew R. Davis is an assistant professor of
Hebrew Bible at the Seattle University School of
Theology and Ministry, where he has taught since
earning his PhD in Near Eastern Studies from the
Johns Hopkins University in 2010. Previously, he
has studied as a Kress Fellow at the W. E. Albright
Institute of Archaeological Research and received
an MTS from the Weston Jesuit School of Theol-
ogy. His research interests include the religions
of ancient Israel and theological interpretation
of the Bible. He is currently revising his disserta-
tion, entitled Tel Dan in Its Northern Cultic Context,



for publication in the SBL Archaeology and Biblical Stud-
ies series. He has also written recent articles on the Book
of Ruth (forthcoming in JBL), the treaty texts from Mari
(forthcoming in ANES), and the Book of Job.

Chris Keith (Ph.D., University of Edinburgh) is Profes-
sor of New Testament and Early Christianity, and Director
of the Centre for the Social-Scientific Study of the Bible,
at St. Mary’s University College, Twickenham. He is the
author of The Pericope Adulterae, the Gospel of John, and the
Literacy of Jesus (2009), which won a 2010 John Templeton
Award for Theological Promise. He is also the author of
Jesus’ Literacy: Scribal Culture and the Teacher from Galilee
(2011) and co-editor of Jesus among Friends and Enemies:
A Historical and Literary Introduction to Jesus in the Gospels
(2011, with Larry W. Hurtado) and Jesus, Criteria, and the
Demise of Authenticity (2012, with Anthony Le Donne). He
has published essays in journals such as Zeitschrift fuer die
neutestamentliche Wissenschaft, New Testament Studies,
Novum Testamentum, and Biblica and has contributed to
the New Cambridge History of the Bible. Dr. Keith is also
a fellow of the Memoria Romana project. His forthcom-
ing works include a volume on the controversy narratives
(Baker Academic) and a co-edited reference work on media
criticism and Biblical Studies (T&T Clark).

Christopher Stroup is a Ph.D. candidate in Religious
Studies specializing in Ancient Christianity (Origins to
Late Empire) at Boston University. His dissertation, enti-
tled “Jewish Acts: Crafting Judean Identity in Acts of the
Apostles,” examines the way that Luke uses the Greek term
loudaios (Judean) to craft and maintain a version of Jewish
identity that is conducive to the integration of non-Judeans
into the Jewish community through membership in the
Jesus movement. His current research focuses on the nego-
tiation of identity, ethnicity, culture, and gender in ancient
Judaism and Christianity; the intersections between impe-
rial, civic, and minority religions in the Roman world;
and the interpretive interactions between ancient mate-
rial culture and literature. More broadly, he is interested
in religion in public discourse and religious literacy. Chris
is a member of the SBL Student Advisory Board and was
awarded the Rallis Memorial and Brennan Humanities
Awards by Boston University’s Center for Humanities.

Brittany E. Wilson is Visiting Assistant Professor of
New Testament at Duke University Divinity School. She
earned a B.A. from The University of Texas at Austin,
a M.T.S. from Duke Divinity School, and a Ph.D. from
Princeton Theological Seminary. She has published
in journals such as The Catholic Biblical Quarterly

2012 Regional Scholars

Top:
Christopher Stroup
Brittany E. Wilson
Bottom:

Eric D. Barreto
Andrew R. Davis
Chris Keith



)
Q
(%p]
)
Q
| -
o]0)
-
o
@)
I
2
2
>
Q
oc
k=
| -
8
>-

PAGES 18 & 19

and is a contributor to The Encyclopedia
of the Bible and Its Reception (de Gruyter,
2009-) and the Women’s Bible Commentary,
Second Edition (Westminster John Knox, forth-
coming). Wilson’s current project explores how
key male characters in Luke-Acts intersect with
ancient constructions of masculinity. Her teach-

ing and research interests include the Gospels and
the Book of Acts, literary approaches to the New
Testament, the role of the cross in early Christian
literature, depictions of the body in biblical texts,
and the intersections between sex, gender, and
the body in the ancient world.

2013 Regional Meeting Schedule

The Society has eleven regional groups, which are comprised of SBL members who have come together
to meet locally. Some groups are affiliated with other professional societies. Any SBL member may
attend any Regional Meeting, but information is only sent automatically to members within the region.
For more information, including links to regional meetings programs and participation directions, click
here <http://www.sbl-site.org/meetings/regionalMeetings.aspx>.

St. Louis, Missouri

Erie, Pennsylvania

Andover Newton Theological School

Marriott Hotel, DFW Airport North

Central States March 17-18 St. Louis Marriott West
Eastern Great Lakes April 4-5 Clarion Hotel Lake Erie
Mid Atlantic March 13-15 Sheraton Baltimore City
Midwest February 8-10 Olivet Nazarene University
New England May 3

Pacific Coast March 23-25 Hope International University
Pacific Northwest May 3-5 Seattle University

Rocky Mt - Great Plains  April 5-6 Denver Seminary
Southeastern March 15-17 Furman University
Southwestern March 8-10

Upper Midwest April 5-6 Luther Seminary

Baltimore, Maryland
Bourbonnais, Illinois

Newton Centre, Massachusetts
Fullerton, California

Seattle, Washington

Denver, Colorado

Greenville, South Carolina
Irving, Texas

St. Paul, Minnesota

Map of 2013 Regional Meetings



SBL Thanks the 2012 Affiliate Organizations

Academy of Homiletics Karl Barth Society of North America

Adventist Society for Religious Studies Korean Biblical Colloquium

African Association for the Study of Religion Masoretic Studies (Affiliated with IOMS)

Anglican Association of Biblical Scholars National Association of Professors of Hebrew

Bethsaida Excavations Project Nida Institute for Biblical Scholarship at the American Bible Society
Christian Theological Research Fellowship North American Association for the Study of Religion

Ethnic Chinese Biblical Colloquium Novum Testamentum Graecum: Editio Critica Maior

Evangelical Philosophical Society Society for Ancient Mediterranean Religions

GOCN Forum on Missional Hermeneutics Society for Pentecostal Studies

Institute for Biblical Research Society for the Arts in Religious and Theological Studies (SARTS)
Institute for Religion and Civic Values Sgren Kierkegaard Society

International Organization for Septuagint and Cognate Studies Wabash Center for Teaching and Learning in Theology and Religion
International Syriac Language Project Westar Institute

Journal of Feminist Studies in Religion

Upon authorization by its Council, the Society may affiliate or cooperate with organizations whose mission is consonant
with the Society’s mission to “foster biblical scholarship.” The Society may authorize such organizations to contribute to
the programming of the SBL as Affiliate Organizations. While the Society’s Affiliates maintain and pursue their unique
missions, participation of any party in the Society’s meetings is held to the same expectations as SBL program sessions. By
affiliating with the SBL Annual, International, or Regional Meetings, organizations agree to participate in an open academic
discussion guided by a common standard of scholarly discourse that engages their subject through critical inquiry and
investigation.

To be eligible, an organization should have the following characteristics.
e Support scholarly analysis and open discussion
e Actin a manner consistent with SBL's vision statement and core values
*  Profess a mission consonant with the Society’s mission to “foster biblical scholarship”
* Beindependent, not-for-profit, formally organized, and at least three years old
* Have a national or international constituency
* Have a majority of members who are professional scholars or teachers

Benefits of affiliation with SBL extend to both Affiliate organizations themselves and the members of those organizations.
They include the following.
*  Prime meeting locations, meeting space, and reduced sleeping room rates
* Special registration rates for the meeting
* Free meeting space for first two sessions/events, then reduced space rates for additional sessions/events
e Access to the Exhibit Hall, the world’s largest exhibit of books and digital resources for biblical studies
e Participation in a “big tent” of scholarly exchange with scholars of many fields from across the world
*  Publication of Affiliate sessions and Affiliate member involvement in printed and online meeting programs
e Publicity of Affiliate organization via the high-traffic SBL website
e Complimentary SBL membership for the program coordinator for the duration of his or her term as such, including
consideration as a VIP, which offers the person priority housing options in the headquarters hotel(s). Affiliate
Organizations may designate one person as a program coordinator.

Such organizations may apply for formal recognition as Affiliate Organizations by September 1 of the year prior to the
meeting in which the organization intends to participate. Proposals for affiliation are reviewed by the Affiliate Review
Panel, and notice concerning the acceptance or non-acceptance of the proposal is sent to the proposers by November 1.

Organizations may apply to become an Affiliate of the Society by completing and submitting the application form at http://
www.sbl-site.org/assets/pdfs/meetings/2012AffiliateOrganizationAgreement_Application.pdf to the Executive Director
at SBLExec@sbl-site.org.




Annual Meeting Program Units and Chairs

Academic Teaching and Biblical

Studies Section
Adam L. Porter

African Biblical Hermeneutics
Section

Andrew M. Mbuvi

Sarojini Nadar

African-American Biblical

Hermeneutics Section
Love L. Sechrest
Rodney Sadler

Ancient Fiction and Early
Christian and Jewish Narrative
Section
Ruben Rene Dupertuis
Diane Lipsett

Ancient Near Eastern
Iconography and the Bible
Section

Izaak J. de Hulster

Joel M. LeMon

Applied Linguistics for Biblical
Languages Group

Peter Burton

Randall Buth

Aramaic Studies Section
Edward M. Cook

Archaeology of Religion in the
Roman World Section

James C. Walters

John R. Lanci

Art and Religions of Antiquity
Section
Ellen Muehlberger
Zsuzsanna Gulacsi

Asian and Asian-American
Hermeneutics Group
Uriah Y. Kim
Seung-Ai Yang

Assyriology and the Bible Section

K. Lawson Younger, Jr.
JoAnn Scurlock

Bible and Cultural Studies
Section
Erin Runions

Jacqueline Hidalgo

Bible and Pastoral Theology
Consultation

Denise Dombkowski Hopkins

Michael Koppel

Bible and Popular Culture
Section

Valarie Ziegler

Linda S. Schearing

Bible and Visual Art Section
Elizabeth Struthers Malbon
Heidi J. Hornik

Bible in Ancient and Modern
Media Section

Tom Thatcher

Holly Hearon

Bible in Eastern and Oriental
Orthodox Traditions Section
Vahan Hovhanessian

Bible Translation Section
Marlon Winedt

Bible, Myth, and Myth Theory
Section
Robert S. Kawashima

Biblical Criticism and Literary
Criticism Section

Jamie Smith

Andrew P. Wilson

Biblical Greek Language and
Linguistics Section
Cynthia Long Westfall
Randall K. J. Tan

Biblical Hebrew Poetry Section
Mark J. Boda
Carol J. Dempsey

Biblical Lands and Peoples in
Archaeology and Text Section
Tammi J. Schneider
Ann E. Killebrew

Biblical Law Section
Bruce Wells

Biblical Lexicography Section
Regine Hunziker-Rodewald
Alexandra Anne Thompson

Blogger and Online Publication
Section
Robert R. Cargill

Book of Acts Section
Pamela E. Hedrick
Steve Walton

Book of Daniel Consultation
Neal H. Walls
Amy C. Merrill Willis

Book of Psalms Section
W. H. Bellinger

Book of the Twelve Prophets
Section
Aaron Schart

Children in the Biblical World
Section

Julie Faith Parker

Danna Nolan Fewell

Christian Apocrypha Section
Pierluigi Piovanelli

Christian Theology and the Bible
Section
Claire R. Mathews McGinnis

Christianity in Egypt: Scripture,
Tradition, and Reception Section
Lois Farag

Chronicles-Ezra-Nehemiah
Section

John W. Wright

Steven James Schweitzer

Cognitive Linguistics in Biblical
Interpretation Section
Robert H. von Thaden, Jr.

Construction of Christian

Identities Section
Edmondo F. Lupieri
Mauro Pesce

Contextual Biblical

Interpretation Group
Nicole Wilkinson Duran
Athalya Brenner

Corpus Hellenisticum Novi
Testamenti Section
Troy W. Martin



Clare K. Rothschild

Covenant in the Persian Period
Consultation
Richard Bautch

Current Historiography and Ancient
Israel and Judah Section
Megan Bishop Moore

Deuteronomistic History Section
Cynthia Edenburg
Juha Pakkala

Development of Early Christian
Theology Section
Mark Weedman
Christopher A. Beeley

Disputed Paulines Section
Jerry L. Sumney

Early Christianity and the Ancient
Economy Section

John T. Fitzgerald

Fika J. van Rensburg

Early Jewish Christian Relations Section
Judy Yates Siker
Christine Shepardson

Ecological Hermeneutics Section
Peter Trudinger

Economics in the Biblical World
Consultation
Samuel L. Adams

Esotericism and Mysticism in Antiquity
Section

April D. DeConick

Rebecca Lesses

Ethics and Biblical Interpretation
Section

Jacqueline E. Lapsley

Mark Douglas

Ethics, Love and the Other in Early

Christianity Consultation
Thomas E. Phillips

Ethiopic Bible and Literature
Consultation
Steve Delamarter

Exile (Forced Migrations) in Biblical
Literature Group
John Ahn

Extent of Theological Diversity in
Earliest Christianity Group
James P. Ware
Jeffrey Peterson

Feminist Hermeneutics of the Bible
Section

Frank M. Yamada

Angela Bauer-Levesque

Formation of Isaiah Group
Chris Franke
Margaret S. Odell

Formation of Luke-Acts Section
Mikael Winninge

Function of Apocryphal and
Pseudepigraphal Writings in Early
Judaism and Early Christianity Section
David A. deSilva
Loren L. Johns

Gender, Sexuality, and the Bible Group
Joseph A. Marchal

Genesis Consultation
John E. Anderson
Christopher Heard

Greco-Roman Religions Section
James Constantine Hanges

Greek Bible Section
Cameron Boyd-Taylor

Healthcare and Disability in the Ancient
World Section

Candida R. Moss

Joel S. Baden

Nicole Kelley

Hebrew Bible and Political Theory
Section
Francis Borchardt

Hebrew Bible, History, and Archaeology
Section

Jeremy Smoak

Matthew Suriano

Hebrew Scriptures and Cognate
Literature Section
Daniel Fleming

Hebrews Group
Gabriella Gelardini
Harold W. Attridge

Hellenistic Judaism Section

Zuleika Rodgers
Annette Yoshiko Reed

Historical Jesus Section
Robert L. Webb
Thomas Kazen

History and Literature of Early Rabbinic
Judaism Section

Carol Bakhos

Alyssa M. Gray

History of Interpretation Section
D. Jeffrey Bingham

Homiletics and Biblical Studies Section
]. Dwayne Howell

Ideological Criticism Section
Randall Reed

Ideology, Culture, and Translation
Group
Christina Petterson

Intertextuality in the New Testament
Section

B.]. Oropeza

Erik Waaler

Islands, Islanders, and Bible
Consultation

Jione Havea

Althea Spencer Miller

Israelite Prophetic Literature Section
Mignon R. Jacobs

Israelite Religion in its West Asian
Environment Section
Simeon Chavel

Jesus Traditions, Gospels, and
Negotiating the Roman Imperial World
Section

Warren Carter

Colleen Conway

Jewish Christianity / Christian Judaism
Section

Petri Luomanen

F. Stanley Jones

Johannine Literature Section
Kasper B. Larsen
Jo-Ann A. Brant

John, Jesus, and History Group
Jaime Clark-Soles
Craig R. Koester



John’s Apocalypse and Cultural
Contexts Ancient and Modern
Section

Jean-Pierre Ruiz

Lynn Huber

Josephus Group
Jan W. van Henten
Paul Spilsbury

Joshua-Judges Section
Ed Noort
Ralph K. Hawkins

Latino/a and Latin American

Biblical Interpretation Section
Fernando F. Segovia
Francisco Lozada, Jr.

Latter-day Saints and the Bible
Section
Gaye Strathearn

Letters of James, Peter, and Jude
Section

Peter H. Davids

Duane F. Watson

Levites and Priests in History and
Tradition Section

Mark Leuchter

Jeremy Hutton

LGBT/Queer Hermeneutics
Section
David Tabb Stewart
Lynn Huber

Linguistics and Biblical Hebrew
Section
W. Randall Garr

Literature and History of the
Persian Period Group

Mark Leuchter

Anselm C. Hagedorn

Manuscripts from Eastern
Christian Traditions Workshop
Adam McCollum
Mark Seminar
Rikki E. Watts

Markan Literary Sources Seminar
Adam Winn
David B. Peabody

Matthew Section
Joel Willitts

Daniel M. Gurtner

Meals in the Greco-Roman World
Group

Dennis E. Smith

Hal Taussig

Memory Perspectives on Early
Christianity and Its Greco-Roman
Context Consultation

Karl Galinsky

L. Michael White

Metaphor Theory and Biblical
Texts Consultation
Hanne Loeland Levinson

Midrash Section
W. David Nelson
Rivka Ulmer

Minoritized Criticism and Biblical
Interpretation Consultation
Fernando F. Segovia
Randall C. Bailey
Tat-siong Benny Liew

Nag Hammadi and Gnosticism
Section
Nicola Denzey Lewis

New Testament Textual Criticism
Section
AnneMarie Luijendijk

Orality, Textuality, and the
Formation of the Hebrew Bible
Section
William M. Schniedewind
Elsie R. Stern

Papyrology and Early Christian
Backgrounds Group
Malcolm Choat

Paul and Politics Group
Pamela Eisenbaum
Neil Elliott

Pauline Epistles Section
Emma Wasserman
Mark Reasoner

Pauline Soteriology Group
Susan Eastman
]. Ross Wagner

Pentateuch Section
Thomas Romer
Sarah Shectman

Performance Criticism of Biblical
and Other Ancient Texts Section
Glenn S. Holland

Philo of Alexandria Group
Sarah Pearce
Ellen Birnbaum

Polis and Ekklesia: Investigations
of Urban Christianity
Consultation

Laurence L. Welborn

James R. Harrison

Postcolonial Studies and Biblical
Studies Section
Christopher D. Stanley
Yak-Hwee Tan

Poverty in the Biblical World
Consultation
Kari Latvus
Richard A. Horsley
Glenna S. Jackson

Prophetic Texts and Their Ancient
Contexts Group

Martti Nissinen

Lester L. Grabbe

Pseudepigrapha Section
Liv Ingeborg Lied
Matthias Henze

Psychology and Biblical Studies
Section
D. Andrew Kille

Q Section
Paul Foster
Christoph Heil

Qumran Section
Maxine L. Grossman
Charlotte Hempel

Qur’an and Biblical Literature
Section

John Kaltner

Michael Pregill

Reading, Theory, and the Bible
Section
Jennifer L. Koosed

Recovering Female Interpreters of
the Bible Section
Joy Schroeder




Redescribing Early Christianity Group
Christopher R. Matthews
Barry Crawford
Nathaniel Desrosiers

Religious Experience in Early Judaism
and Early Christianity Section
Colleen Shantz
Angela Kim Harkins

Religious World of Late Antiquity
Section

Naomi Koltun-Fromm

Shira L. Lander

Rhetoric and the New Testament Section
Greg Carey
Todd C. Penner

Rhetoric of Religious Antiquity Group
L. Gregory Bloomquist

Ritual in the Biblical World Section
Ada Taggar-Cohen
Russell C. D. Arnold

Sabbath in Text and Tradition Group
Edward Allen
Aaron D. Panken

Sacrifice, Cult, and Atonement Section
Christian A. Eberhart
Henrietta L. Wiley

Scripture and Film Section
Jeffrey Staley
Richard G. Walsh

Scripture in Early Judaism and
Christianity Section

Bruce N. Fisk

Kenneth Pomykala

Second Corinthians: Pauline Theology in
the Making Seminar

Reimund Bieringer

Edith M. Humphrey

Thomas Schmeller

Semiotics and Exegesis Section
David W. Odell-Scott

Sensory Perception in the Bible
and Early Judaism and Christianity
Consultation

Yael Avrahami

Service-Learning and Biblical Studies
Workshop
Amy C. Merrill Willis

Slavery, Resistance, and Freedom
Consultation
Bernadette Brooten

Social History of Formative Christianity
and Judaism Section

Gil P. Klein

Blake Leyerle

Social Sciences and the Interpretation of
the Hebrew Scriptures Section
David Chalcraft

Social Scientific Criticism of the New
Testament Section

Alicia ]. Batten

Richard E. DeMaris

Space, Place, and Lived Experience in
Antiquity Section
Christl M. Maier

Synoptic Gospels Section
Mark A. Matson

Syriac Literature and Interpretations of
Sacred Texts Section

Cornelia Horn

Cynthia Villagomez

Systematic Transformation and
Interweaving of Scripture in 1
Corinthians Seminar

Thomas L. Brodie

Teaching Biblical Studies in an
Undergraduate Liberal Arts Context
Section

Glenn S. Holland

Textual Criticism of Samuel - Kings
Workshop
Anneli Aejmelaeus

Textual Criticism of the Hebrew Bible
Section

Brent A. Strawn

Ingrid Lilly

Textual Growth: What Variant Editions
Tell Us About Scribal Activity Group
Lisbeth S. Fried
Juha Pakkala

Theological Interpretation of Scripture
Seminar
Michael J. Gorman

Theological Perspectives on the Book of
Ezekiel Section

Dalit Rom-Shiloni

Paul M. Joyce

Theology of the Hebrew Scriptures
Section

Esther J. Hamori

Julia M. O’'Brien

Ugaritic Studies and Northwest Semitic
Epigraphy Section
Philip C. Schmitz

Unity and Diversity in Early Jewish
Monotheisms Consultation
Nathan MacDonald

Use, Influence, and Impact of the Bible
Section
Andrew Mein

Violence and Representations of
Violence among Jews and Christians
Section

Jennifer Knust

Kimberly Stratton

Warfare in Ancient Israel Section
Brad E. Kelle

Wisdom and Apocalypticism in Early
Judaism and Early Christianity Section
Karina Martin Hogan

Wisdom in Israelite and Cognate
Traditions Section
Knut M. Heim

Women in the Biblical World Section
Susan E. Hylen
Valerie Bridgeman

Writing/Reading Jeremiah Group
Mark Brummitt
Carolyn J. Sharp



International Meeting
Program Units and Chairs

Ancient Near East Section
Jacob Wright

Apocalyptic Literature Section
Greg Carey
Anathea Portier-Young

Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha
Section
Kelley Coblentz Bautch
Tobias Nicklas

Apostolic Fathers and Related
Early Christian Literature
Consultation

Paul Hartog

Taras Khomych

Archaeology Section
Jeannette Boertien
Margreet Steiner

Assyriology and the Bible
Consultation
F. Rachel Magdalene

Bible and Empire Consultation
Carly Crouch
Jonathan Stokl

Bible and Its Influence: History
and Impact Section

Mary Mills

Andrew Mein

Bible and the Moving Image
Section
David Shepherd
Caroline Vander Stichele

Bible and Visual Culture Section
Cheryl Exum
Martin O’Kane

Bible in Eastern and Oriental
Orthodox Traditions Section
Vahan Hovhanessian

Biblical and Ancient Near Eastern
Law Section

Gary Knoppers

Reinhard Achenbach

Biblical Characters in the Three
Traditions (Judaism, Christianity,
Islam) Seminar

Mishael Caspi

John Tracy Greene

Biblical Criticism and Cultural
Studies Section

Jeremy Punt

Fernando Segovia

Biblical Interpretation in Early
Christianity Section
D. Jeffrey Bingham

Biblical Masculinities
Consultation

Peter Smit

Ovidiu Creanga

Biblical Theology Section
Mark Elliott

Children and Families in the
Ancient World Consultation
Anna Solevag
Reidar Aasgaard
Christian Laes
Mikael Larsson

Comparative Studies of Literature
from the Persian and Hellenistic
Periods Section

Alice Hunt

Louis Jonker

Concept Analysis and the Hebrew
Bible Section
Won Lee

Contextual Interpretation of
the Bible (Hebrew Bible/0ld
Testament and New Testament)
Consultation

Archie Lee

Athalya Brenner

Jeremy Punt

Daniel Patte

Kari Latvus

Early Christianity and the Ancient
Economy Section

John Fitzgerald

Fika van Rensburg

Ecological Hermeneutics Section
Peter Trudinger
Norman Habel

Epigraphical and Paleological
Studies Pertaining to the Biblical
World Section

Meir Lubetski

Epistle to the Hebrews
Consultation

David Moffitt

Eric Mason

Expressions of Religion in Israel
Section
Mark Christian

Feminist Interpretations Section
Irmtraud Fischer

Forced-Return Migrations (Exile-
Return) in Biblical Literature
Consultation

John Ahn

Martien Halvorson-Taylor

Healthcare and Disability in the
Ancient World Section

Candida Moss

Laura Zucconi

Healthcare and Disability in the
Ancient World Section
Joel Baden

Hellenistic Greek Language and
Linguistics Section

Albert Lukaszewski

Paul Danove

Peter Spitaler

Hellenistic Judaism Section
Ljubica Jovanovic
Stephen Herring



Iconography and the Hebrew Bible
Consultation

Joel LeMon

Izaak Jozias de Hulster

Johannine Literature Section
Yak-Hwee Tan

Judaica Section
Rivka Ulmer

Material Culture and the “New
Testament World”: New Finds and
Insights Consultation

Jirgen Zangenberg

Methods in New Testament Studies
Section
Markus Lang

Mind, Society, and Tradition Section
Risto Uro
[stvan Czachesz

Nag Hammadi and Gnosticism Section
Marvin Meyer
Lautaro Roig Lanzillotta

Nonbiblical Dead Sea Scrolls: Themes
and Perspectives Consultation

Eibert Tigchelaar

Alison Schofield

Palestine and Babylon: Two Jewish Late
Antique Cultures and Their Interrelation
Section

Ronit Nikolsky

Pastoral and Catholic Epistles Section
Felix Cortez

Paul and Pauline Literature Section
Kathy Ehrensperger
William Campbell

Pentateuch (Torah) Section
F. Rachel Magdalene

Persian Period Consultation
James Nogalski

Place, Space, and Identity in the Ancient
Mediterranean World Section

Gert Prinsloo

Karen Wenell

Professional Issues Section
Heather McKay

Prophets Section
William Tooman
Tyler Mayfield

Psychological Hermeneutics of Biblical
Themes and Texts Section

Heather McKay

Bas van Os

Qumran and the Dead Sea Scrolls
Section

Cecilia Wassen

Sidnie White Crawford

Quran and Islamic Tradition in
Comparative Perspective Section
Michael Pregill
Zohar Hadromi-Allouche

Relevance Theory and Biblical
Interpretation Section

Gene Green

Ronald Sim

Ritual in the Biblical World Consultation
Ada Taggar-Cohen
Russell Arnold

Synoptic Gospels Section
Glenna Jackson

Whence and Whither?: Methodology
and the Future of Biblical Studies
Section

Todd Penner

Caroline Vander Stichele

Wisdom Literature Section
Katharine Dell

Working with Biblical Manuscripts
(Textual Criticism) Section
Tommy Wasserman
JLH Krans

Writings (including Psalms) Section
Donald Vance




Professions Year in Review

International Cooperation Initiative (ICI)

The continuing success of the ICI Online Books
program is marked by the addition of three new
publishers in our list of publishing partners.
Wiley-Blackwell joined the initiative in teh fall
and has provided files that have been added to
the depository. At the International Meeting in
Amsterdam, ICI members discussed the need for
introductory texbooks for Hebrew Bible and New
Testament in the Online Books program. West-
minster John K nox and Fortress Press have risen
to this challenge and will partner with SBL by
inluding such resources. The files should be avail-
able to persons in ICI countries by the end of the
calendar year. These practical tools, in addition
to the more research-oriented resources already
available, will greatly benefit ICI students in teh
classroom. Currently more than three hundred
titles are available through this depository and we
are grateful to our partners for their participation:
Baylor University Press, Brown Judaic Studies,
Catholic Biblical Association, Fortress Press, Gor-
gias Press, Sheffield Phoenix Press, Westminster
John Knox Press, and Wiley-Blackwell.

Thanks to our ICI Liaison Network volunteer
coordinator, Tim Langille, the network is now
operational. The goal of the Liaison Network is to
establish open lines of communication that will
promote awareness of the resources and opportu-
nities made available through the ICI to scholars,
teachers, and students and to communicate and
develop an awareness of the scholarly work done
in ICI countries. We have liaisons in quite a few
countries and are working to build upon this base
and extend the representation to even more areas.
Our thanks is extended to the current Liaison Net-
work members:

Argentina: Juan Manuel Tebes

Bolivia: Teofilo Correa

Brazil: Marcos Paulo Monteiro da Cruz Bailao
Cameroon: Ernest van Eck

Caribbean: Garnett Roper

Central Africa Republic: Joseph Nzita Mavinga
China: Jeremiah Meng

Croatia: Igor Lorencin

Czech Republic: Jan Roskovec

Ethiopia: Grant LeMarquand

Estonia: Thomas Richard Kdmmerer
Egypt: Willem ]. de Wit

Hungary and Transylvania: Balint Karoly Zaban
India: David Joy

Indonesia: Martin Harun

Malaysia: Kar-Yong Lim

Nigeria: Berekiah Olugbemiro

Pacific Islands: Younis Sadiq Masih
Peru: Teofilo Correa

Philippines: Galen Hertweck

Poland: Lukasz Niesiolowski-Spano
Romania: Mihai Valentin Vladimirescu
Russia: Valeriy Alikin

South Africa: Jaqueline (Jackie) du Toit
Taiwan: Yak-hwee Tan

Ukraine: Taras Khomych

SBL members are asked to contact Tim to volun-
teer to further ICI and its goals; there are many
countries not yet represented and there are also
opportunities on the local level to coordinate with
the country representatives who are serving.

There are currently 260 SBL. members who
have joined at the special ICI rate. We would like
to see this number increase substantially in 2013,
and project that this will be one benefit of the
Liaison Network.

In order to facilitate attendance by those
in ICI countries at SBL Congresses, Samantha
Spitzner has been appointed as the SBL visa offi-
cer who will advise members who need visas in
order to travel to and participate in the Annual or
International Meetings.

SBL published The Old Testament and Chris-
tian Spirituality: Theoretical and Practical Essays
from a South African Perspective by Christo Lom-
baard in May, 2012
in the International
Voices in Biblical
Studies series. Prof.

Lombaard has been
chosen to receive
the 2013 Krister
Stendahl Medal in
Biblical Studies by
the Graduate Theo-
logical Foundation.
The award letter
indicates that the



award “formally recognizes Lombaard’s contribution to the
deepening understanding of the relationship between the
Jewish scriptures and Christian spirituality, especially as
reflected” in the new book published by SBL. We are par-
ticularly pleased that Prof. Lombaard submitted his work to
this new SBL series. Submissions to this series, as well as to
Ancient Near East Monographs, have been on the increase
and these open-access series are flourishing.

SBL has received $9,500 in donations designated for
the program since ICI began. These funds help support the
programs outlined above.

Bible Odyssey Website 2012

The work on Bible Odyssey continues; we have com-
pleted the technical development of the site and are now
focused on soliciting, developing, and editing original con-
tent. Our editorial team has defined over 400 article topics
and has invited authors—our SBL members—for roughly
three-fourths of the total content on the site. Guiding
editorial principals are that the content should be engag-
ing and accessible to readers of secular and multi-faith
backgrounds. We have our sights on a target launch in
November 2013.

Student Advisory Board (SAB)

The SAB, which had grown in number to twelve mem-
bers, in part to represent each of the Society’s regions, has
spent the past year reorganizing its governance to be more
effective. The board has eliminated constituent regional
representation as a criterion for board membership and all
but finalized clear job descriptions for seven to nine core
positions. The board will now be supported by a tiered
structure that creates more opportunities for student
involvement in leadership and mentoring, as well as repre-
senting constituent interests to the board, while enabling
the board to focus on its most pressing issues. Immediately
below the board will be a set of regional representatives
(one per region) whose primary responsibilities will entail
working closely with SBL Regional Coordinators to ensure
that student-focused programming and opportunities are
available at the regional level. These regional represen-
tatives will also coordinate the work of SAB’s network of
on-campus student representatives (OSRs), receiving and
representing to SAB the first-hand input of the network.
Application for regional representative positions will be
broadly advertised and competitive, requiring a review pro-
cess that follows the principles of the Society’s Nominating
Committee. Issues remain about international student

involvement and how international students might be rep-
resented on the board and in its initiatives. Past attempts
to involve international students on the board have proved
complicated. It is hoped that the board’s reorganization
and new focus will rekindle these efforts to represent more
fully student membership.

The SAB has also developed and distributed two issues
of its e-newsletter (Dialogos) with a third newsletter on the
way. The content is coordinated by the board and includes
brief informational and op-ed style pieces by students and
other members, as well as links to helpful professional
resources. The newsletter focuses on issues of interest and
relevance to student members regarding their careers and/
or participation in the Society. For more information about
SAB, Dialogos, and other student-related initiatives, go to
http://www.sbl-site.org/SBLcommittees_SAB.aspx.

Career Development Committee (CDC)

The CDC has completed its efforts to identify five-year
goals, has discussed them via email, and will organize
them into a plan of prioritized actions. It is clear that the
committee’s new focus, as well as the addition of two new
members, has created new energy directed toward impor-
tant ends. Committee members serve on subsidiary groups.
Two members serve on the Employment Center Advisory
Committee, which functions as a joint subgroup of the SBL
Career Development Committee and a respective AAR com-
mittee. The committee will meet at the Annual Meeting in
November and review and make recommendations regard-
ing Employment Center activities at the Annual Meeting.
Two other CDC members serve on the Excellence in Teach-
ing Award Committee. This Committee will also include
two Regional Coordinators and one program unit chair of
a relevant teaching-related program unit. This commit-
tee will identify and grant two awards in recognition of
expertise and innovation based on applicants’ contribu-
tions to the scholarship of pedagogy as well as its practice.

SBL Grants and Awards
Travel Grants

Congratulations to the 2012 Travel Grant Recipients.
Adekunle Oyinloye Dada, Anna Kharanauli, Lalitha
Jayachitra, and Antionio P. Pacudan.

The SBL Travel Grants offer opportunities to current
SBL members to attend the Annual Meeting, participate
in the program, enhance their professional development,
and build their network with fellow scholars. These grants

(continued on p. 32)




Membership and Subscriptions

The Society membership is strong and stable.
We currently have close to 8,700 members from
around the world and this number will increase
as we approach November 2012 and the Annual
Meeting.

As would be expected in the last eleven years
all categories of membership have risen steadily.

The majority of our members (5,670) enjoy
“Full” membership in the society. Our “Associ-
ate” members have grown to number 666. The
society continues to nurture student biblical
scholars. Our “Student” membership now num-
bers 2,322. The percentage of each member type
has remained relatively consistent since last
year. The Associate membership has risen by one
percentage point over last year and the student
membership has dropped by one percentage
point.

The membership of the SBL is more diverse
than ever before. The percentage of international
members has been slowly increasing over the
last ten years. In 2001 international members
made up only 23 percent of our total mem-
bership and today it is at 31 percent. Women
continue to make up 23 percent of our member-
ship. Of our members who identify ethnicity, 18
percent identify themselves as Asian, Hispanic,
Black, Native American, or Pacific Islander. This
percentage has increased by 2 percent over prior
year.

The majority of our members fall in the age
range of 31 to 59 years, closely followed by the
group between the ages of 51 and 65. This has
not changed from last year’s demographic fig-
ures.

Our International Cooperative Initiative
(ICI) continues to grow. Our ICI members have
increased by more than 15 percent over last
year’s demographic. We currently have 260

active members distributed all over the world. Of
our ICI members, 60 percent come from Africa
and Asia/Pacific. We are continuing with the

process of building a network of ICI Liaisons. We
also have over fifty members who have volun-
teered as ICI Scholars.

Subscriptions to the Review of Biblical Litera-
ture (RBL) are remaining relatively stable when
compared to subscriptions to the Journal of Bib-
lical Literature (JBL). Nevertheless, overall print
subscriptions for JBL and RBL are continuing to
decline slowly. The institutional (library) decline
is a trend evidenced throughout the humanities
and social science journal industry and is caused
by several factors: declining overall library bud-
gets; shift in library budgets to expensive STM
journals; shift in library allocations to digital
infrastructure; and shift in usage from print to
digital journal aggregators (e.g., ProjectMUSE
and JSTOR). Individual (noninstitutional) sales
have been hurt by the economy as well as by the
increasing use of digital content already avail-
able to members (JBL and RBL online are part
of membership dues); by increasing use of digi-
tal journal research collections (ProjectMUSE
and JSTOR); and the shortening of the digital
embargo on current issues in those digital collec-
tions.

However, in spite of these pressures, which
on the surface are experienced as declin-
ing subscriptions, SBL members should note
with considerable satisfaction that the various
pressures on subscriptions do not necessarily
indicate loss of value, quality, or demand. A case
in point is the recent inclusion of /BL in Project
MUSE’s Standard Collection, making /BL one of
four journals chosen based on its MUSE score
and high-quality content. All members have
access to both journals on our website, and many
members are making exclusive use of online
options in greater numbers. What we are seeing
is considerable demand and usage of JBL, as the
flagship journal for biblical studies, but an evolv-
ing business model involving digital databases.
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In Recognition

To Our Donors in 2012,

Thank you for your contributions to the Society of Biblical Literature. Your support to the Society goes
beyond the breadth and depth of the annual meetings and programs. Your support nurtures future gen-
erations in the field of biblical studies. Read how your support has impacted fellow scholars:

In 1989, when I attended my first Annual Meeting (in Chicago, Philip King gave the presidential address), |
was totally intimidated and could not imagine myself ever presenting a paper. But soon, I found myself developing
friendships and networks which both challenged and nurtured my scholarship in all sorts of new ways. Next thing
I knew, I was organizing sections and getting involved in other committees in the SBL, all of which further ener-
gized my work and excitement about the field. SBL has helped me grow my career because it has moved my career
beyond the walls of my office and into the world in ways that I would have never imagined.

John T. Strong, Chair of Council

The SBL Congress is an extremely important event for the researchers working in the field of biblical stud-
ies, Antiquity and Early Christianity. This year, as far as I am concerned, the issue of the Old Georgian Bible will
be presented for the first time. The fact that this in itself important and profound issue for Biblical Studies was
absent from the Congress could be explained by the fact that for the Universities of Eastern Christian countries
the travel expenses to USA are much higher compared to Europe. Therefore, I am very happy and grateful that
thanks to the SBL travel grant these challenges have been overcome in my case. I hope there will be opportunities
for the Georgian Biblical scholars, especially the young ones, to participate in next meetings and interact with the

international community of Biblical scholars.

Anna Kharanauli, 2012 Travel Grant Recipient

Your support to the Society reinforces our mission to advance the academic study of biblical texts;
develop resources for diverse audiences, facilitate broad and open discussions; and promote coop-
eration across global boundaries. Again, thank you for your commitment to the Society of Biblical

Literature.
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Charles Aaron e Reidar Aasgaard e Hussein Abdullatif e
Reinhard Achenbach e Paul J. Achtemeier ¢ Ellen Aitken e
Randy L. Akers ¢ Loveday Alexander e Pauline D. Allsop *
Cheryl B. Anderson ¢ Alan Appelbaum e David E. Aune e
Soloman K. Avotri ® Caroline Bacon ¢ Jo-Ann Badley ¢ Ann
Marie B. Bahr e Robert Arthur Bailey ¢ Klaus Baltzer ¢ Lamar
Barden ¢ David Barr ¢ S. Scott Bartchy ¢ David L. Bartlett o
Alicia J. Batten  Desmond Bell ¢ W. H. Bellinger ¢ Miguel
Beltran e John A. Benson e Ehud Ben Zvi ¢ Olugbemiro
Berekiah ¢ Barbara A Bernstengel  Sharon Betsworth ¢« Wade
Bibb e Louis Bickle ® Bruce C. Birch ¢ Phyllis A. Bird * Sheila T.
Bishop ¢ Barry L. Blackburn e Robert Blakes ¢ Jonathan Blanke
e Adrien Bledstein e Joseph Blenkinsopp ¢ Brian K. Blount e
Whitney S. Bodman ¢ Thomas P. Bonacci ¢ John Bonzagni
Thomas E. Boomershine e Johanna W. H. van Wijk Bos e
Frangois Bovon ¢ Nancy R. Bowen ¢ James E Bowley ¢ Barbara
S. Boyd ¢ Robin Gallaher Branch ¢ Jo-Ann A. Brant ¢ Teodor
Brasoveanu e Brennan William Breed e Isa Breitmaier e
Bernadette Brooten ¢ Alexandra R. Brown ® Mark Brummitt ¢
Jorunn J. Buckley e Silviu N. Bunta e Trent C. Butler ® Robert
Caldwell  Claudia V. Camp ¢ James Cannon e David Capes ®
Rhoda A. Carpenter ® Andrew A. Carr » George Carraway e J.
Bradley Chance ® Mark A. Chancey ¢ James H. Charlesworth e
Davida Charney e Esther Glicker Chazon e Douglas R. Clark e
Seth Clark ® W. Malcolm Clark e Richard J. Clifford e Margaret

E. Cohen e Seth Cole e Gillis Byrns Coleman e Francis Connolly-
Weinert ¢ John T. Conroy ® James P. Cooke ¢ Malcolm Keith
Coombes ¢ Alan M. Cooper ¢ John Cornwell ¢ Wendy Cotter
* Margaret P. Cowan ¢ Barry Crawford ¢ John Dominic Crossan
e Loren D. Crow ¢ Paul Crowe ¢ R. Alan Culpepper ¢ Douglas
John Dalrymple ¢ Rance Darity e Katheryn Pfisterer Darr e
John Dart e Steed Vernyl Davidson ¢ M. C. De Boer e Kristin
De Troyer e Cornelis de Vos ¢ Willem Jan De Wit e April D.
Deconick e Steve Delamarter ¢ Ira Desiawanti ¢ Robert
Deutsch e Joanna Dewey ¢ Kenneth M. Diable ¢« Michael B.
Dick e Damian Dietlein e John Dillon e Russell DiMicco e
Marie-France Dion e Joseph Donovan e Thomas Doyle e
Thomas Dozeman e Eric Dubuis ¢ Paul Duff e Bruce Duncan e
James D. G. Dunn e Keith Dyer ¢ Susan Gove Eastman e Erick
R. Egertson e Mark Warwick Elliott e Scott S. Elliott e Yuji Endo
e John C. Endres ¢ Eldon Jay Epp ® Amy Erickson ¢ Carl D
Evans e John P. Falcone e Daniel K. Falk « Weston W. Fields e
John Fitzgerald e Paul E. Fitzpatrick ® Henry F. Fliegel e Josef
Forsling ® Mary F. Foskett e Stuart Fowler ¢ Michael V. Fox e
Chris Franke e David Friedman e Steve J. Friesen ¢ Jerome A.
Frumento e Susana de Sola Funsten e Victor Paul Furnish e
Andrew G. Gangle ¢ Francisco O. Garcia-Treto ® Stephen
Garfinkel » Beverly Roberts Gaventa ¢ Paul Gaylo ¢ Gabriella
Gelardini ® Reuven Geller » Larry George ® Mark K. George
Erhard S. Gerstenberger  George Gobrail ¢ Matthew Goff



Deirdre Good e Claire Gottlieb ® M. Patrick Graham e Susan L. Graham e
Bridgett A. Green ¢ Randall A. Greene ¢ A. Katherine Grieb ¢ Maxine L.
Grossman e Darrel L. Guder ¢ Jo Ann Hackett ® Donna Jean Haerich
Herbert Hain ¢ Lowell K. Handy ¢ G. Walter Hansen ¢ Dana M. Harris
Mark Harris e Robert A. Harris ® Mitchell Hart ¢ Midori Hartman e Sargon
Hasso e Gohel Hata ¢ Dennis Haugh ¢ Kenneth Haydock e Christopher B.
Hays e Holly E. Hearon e Charlotte Heeg ® Martin Heffernan ¢ Knut M.
Heim ¢ Nancy R. Heisey ® Roy L. Heller  Joseph Henkes ¢ Gina Hens-
Piazza e Matthias Henze e Ellen Hertzmark e Stanley Hirtle ® Dave William
Hogan e Carl R. Holladay ¢ Glenn S. Holland ¢ Betty Holley  Steven W.
Holloway ¢ Michael W. Holmes ¢ Gail Hopkins ¢ Maurya P. Horgan e
Richard Horsley ¢ Herbert B. Huffmon e Edith M. Humphrey ¢ William G
Hupper ¢ Margaret D. Hutaff e Christopher R. Hutson ¢ Susan E Hylen e
Bill Jackson e Diane L. Jacobson e Roy R. Jeal ¢ Joseph E Jensen ¢ Richard
L. Jeske e E. Elizabeth Johnson e Earl S Johnson e I. N. Johnson e Luke
Timothy Johnson e Steven R. Johnson e Ann Johnston ¢ John R. Jones e
Paul J Joseph e Peter J. Judge ® Walter C. Kaiser ® Micheline Kamba ¢ John
|. Kampen ¢ Wayne C. Kannaday e Robert C. Kashow ¢ Tuukka Kauhanen
e Lynn Kauppi ® Jack Kay ¢ Paul Keim e W. Gerald Kendrick ¢ Rainer
Kessler ® Ann E. Killebrew e Heerak Christain Kim e Sang-Hoon Kim e
Wonil Kim e Stephen Kimpel  Karen L. King ® Cynthia Kittredge ® Hans-
Josef Klauck e Rolf P. Knierim ¢ Douglas A. Knight ¢ Melody D. Knowles
Helmut Koester ¢ Matthias Konradt e Carol Korak ¢ Robert J. Kossler
Judith Kovacs e Richard Kradin e Betty Krafft ® Robert A. Kraft * Joze
Krasovec e Kelly Kremer e Thomas Kruger ¢ Jeffrey K. Kuan e John F.
Kutsko e Carol Schersten Lahurd e Shira L. Lander ® George M. Landes
Francis Landy e Hayim Lapin e Jacqueline E. Lapsley ¢ David Larsen e
Archie Chi-Chung Lee ¢ Nancy C. Lee ¢ Jennifer Johnson Leese ¢ Joel M.
LeMon e David W. Y. Leong ¢ David B. Levenson ¢ Baruch A. Levine * Blake
Leyerle » Thomas Lindeman e K. Renato Lings ® Nina Livesey ¢ Gloria
London e Francisco Lozada ¢ Phil Lueck ® Anne Marie Luijendijk e J.
Rebecca Lyman e Peter Machinist ¢ Claire Maltas ® Frances Mansen ¢ W.
Eugene March e Peter Marinkovic ® Susan Marks e Christopher R.
Matthews ¢ Dora Rudo Mbuwayesango ® R. W. McCandless ¢ P. Kyle
McCarter ® John McClester ¢ Albert McClure ¢ Thomas P. McCreesh e
Michael D. McCurry ¢ Jon H. McFarland ¢ James McGown e Edward J.
McMahon ¢ Wayne A. Meeks ¢ Martin Meiser e Sarah J. Melcher e
Johnny R. Melton e Alan G. Meyers ¢ Carol Meyers e Sheila Shiki-y-
Michaels ¢ Giulini Michele e M. Richard Miller ¢ Merrill P Miller e Patrick
D. Miller e Melissa J. Mills ¢ Magda Misset-Van De Weg ¢ Gregory Mobley
e Marcia Monier ¢ Andrew Montgomery ¢ Rex Moody ¢ Raymond T.
Moreland ¢ Michelle Morris ® Lionel E. Moses ® Halvor Moxnes e Susan
Myers e Peter Nagel « Narayan Nair ¢ Edwin Nelson e Dietmar Neufeld
Klaus Neumann ¢ Gordon Newby ¢ Judith H. Newman e Carol Newsom e
George W. E. Nickelsburg e Kirsten Nielsen ¢ Martti Nissinen e James D.
Nogalski ® B. M. Nolan e Lori Noonan e Elizabeth Norcross e Sally Norris
¢ Lilly Nortje-Meyer ¢ Edson Nunes ¢ Peter Ochs e Christopher J. O’Connor
¢ Kathleen M. O’Connor ¢ David W. Odell-Scott ¢ Dike Odimuko e Rasheed
Adedji Odutola ® Margaret Aymer Oget ® Thomas H. Olbricht e Dennis T.
Olson e Gary Owens ¢ Aaron Panken e InHee Park e Lorraine Parkinson e
Ralph Parris ® Douglas M. Parrott ¢ Mikeal C. Parsons e Dale Patrick
Daniel Patte  Shalom M. Paul e Jon Paulien e Eric Peels « Marijan Peklaj
e Pheme Perkins ¢ Richard I. Pervo e David Petersen e Kay Joe Petzold
Regina R. Pfeiffer  Elaine A. Phillips e Vicki Cass Phillips ® Ivy Plank ¢ Enno
Edzard Popkes ¢ R. Ferdinand Poswick e Isabella Emelia Potgieter e
Emerson B Powery e Carolyn Pressler e James Prothro e Jan Jaynes
Quesada ¢ Dragoljub Radovic ® John Harrison Rains, IV e llaria Ramelli o
William Reader e Paul L. Redditt ® Ronald Reece ¢ Christopher Reeves ¢
Ferdinand Regalado e Barbara Reid ¢ Adele Reinhartz  Erroll F. Rhodes
Antonia Richards ¢ John Riches ¢ Rod Rinell ® Sharon H. Ringe ® Samuele
Rocca e Christopher A. Rollston ¢ Jonathan Rosenbaum e Charles A. Roth

o Clare Komoroske Rothschild ¢ John Rushing e Ze’ev Safrai  Katharine
Doob Sakenfeld e Joe Sakurai ¢ Douglas F. Salmon e Emily Sampson e
David Fox Sandmel e Clive Sang ¢ Richard Sarason e Krzysztof Sarzala
Kel Sasaki ¢ Migaku Sato e Stanley P. Saunders ¢ Aaron Schart e Philip C.
Schmitz e Christine C. Schnusenberg ¢ Daniel Schowalter ¢ Rene’ Such
Schreiner ¢ Caroline T. Schroeder ¢ Sara Schulthess e Elisabeth Schussler
Fiorenza e John E. Schwarz e Fernando F. Segovia ¢ Philip H. Sellew e
Debora Semar ¢ Sumit Sen ¢ Donald Senior ¢ Hershel Shanks ¢ Amnon
Shapira ¢ Jennifer M. Shepherd ¢ Margaret Sim e Tamara L. Simmonds
Michael R. Simone ® Gary Simpson ¢ Samo Skralovink ® Abraham Smith
D. Moody Smith e Dennis E. Smith e Jacob Smith e Jonathan Z. Smith e
Edgar W. Smith, Jr. « George Snyder ¢ Richard N. Soulen ¢ Christopher
Southard ¢ Angela Standhartinger ® Wolfgang Stegemann e Charles B.
Stephenson e Gregory E. Sterling ¢ David Tabb Stewart ¢ Arnold Stigimair
* Ken Stone ¢ Diane Stothard ¢ Brent A. Strawn e Jerry L. Sumney e Talia
Sutskover e Yoshihide Suzuki ® Theodore N Swanson ¢ Anthony Swindell
o Ada Taggar-Cohen ¢ Margaret Talbot e Richard N. Taliaferro e Anthony
Tambasco ¢ Yak-Hwee Tan e Sarah J. Tanzer ¢ Barbara Brown Taylor e
Dennis Teall-Fleming ¢ David Terrell ¢ Thomas W. Thatcher ¢ Johan C
Thom e Christine M. Thomas ¢ Edward Thomas ¢ James W. Thompson e
Thomas Herbert Tobin e Geoffrey Tolle  Sigve Tonstad ¢ Ramon Trevijano
e James T. Turner ¢ John D. Turner e Lousiale Uasike ® Aaron L Uitti
Eugene Ulrich e Risto Uro e Kirk Van Brunt e Tarah Van de Wiele ¢ Arie van
der Kooij ® Pieter van der Lugt * Willie van Heerden ¢ Bas van Os ¢ Fika
Janse van Rensburg ¢ Donald R. Vance ¢ Mark D. Vander Hart ¢ Ken
Vandergriff e James C. VanderKam e Jose Jovenes Ventilacion e Eric Ver ¢
Romina Vergari * Melanio Viuya e Johannes Nicholaas Vorster ¢ Herman
C. Waetjen e Geraldine M. Wagner ¢ Sigmund Wagner-Tsukamoto e
Elaine M. Wainwright ® Donald Dale Walker ¢ William O. Walker e Richard
G. Walsh ¢ James C. Walters ¢ Oystein Wang ¢ Cecilia Wassen ¢ Gregg
Watson e James W. Watts e Rikki E. Watts ¢ Dorothy Jean Weaver e
Randall C. Webber e Jane S. Webster ¢ Harlan J. Wechsler ¢ Lubunga
W’Ehusha ¢ James D. Weimer ¢ Gerald O. West ¢ Rodney Whitacre e
Ellen White ¢ Lamar Williamson e Robert Williamson e Kelly Wilson e
Robert R. Wilson e Vincent L. Wimbush ¢ Benjamin Wold ¢ Albert M.
Wolters ¢ Young-Sar Won ¢ N. (Nicholas) Thomas Wright ¢ Edwin
Yamauchi e Christine Roy Yoder ¢ Reiko Yuge ® Naama Zahavi-Ely ¢ Olga
Zaprometova e Ziony Zevit

Donations Made In Memoriam

Elizabeth Achtemeier ¢ William F. Albright e James Barr ¢ C. K. Barrett
e D. H. Bingham, Jr. ® Lawrence Boadt ¢ Robert Bornemann e Barbara
Bowe e G. Murray Branch ¢ Raymond E. Brown e Richard Caplice
e Anthony Casurella ¢ Brevard Childs ¢ Kenneth W. Clark e Charles
Copher ¢ Frank Moore Cross, Jr. ® James Dalton-Thompson e Frederick
W. Danker e Darrell Doughty e Lee Doyle ¢ David Laird Dungan e Judith
Eden e George Riley Edwards e Hanan Eshel ¢ David Noel Freedman e
Edwin Friehauf e Robert W. Funk e Dieter Georgi ® Thomas W. Gillespie
e Lydia Goering ¢ Moshe Greenberg ¢ Walter Harrelson ¢ Ampolia Hasso
e David M. Hay ¢ Martin Hengel ¢ Delbert R. Hillers e Carl B. Hoch e
Harold Hoehner ¢ Joseph Johnson e Donald Juel  Gordon Kaufman e
Jeanne and Alfred Killebrew e Mikelle Kinnard e David Knauert ¢ Georg
Kratkoff e Samuel B. Lauck ¢ Robert W. Lyon ¢ Abraham Malherbe
e Ulrich W. Mauser e Roy Melugin e Bruce Metzger ¢ Ben F. Meyer e
Jacob Milgrom e Paul Minear ¢ Dale Moody ¢ Malcolm S. Morse e C.
F. D. Moule ¢ James Muilenburg ¢ Jacob M. Myers e Thomas P. Nee e
Robert North, S.J. ¢ Michael Patrick O’Connor e Simon B. Parker ¢ Brian
Peckham e Lorenzo J. Plyler  John Priest ® Anson Rainey ¢ Hal Rast
Gerturde Roten e Samuel Sandmel ¢ David Scholer ¢ B. EImo Scoggin
® Robin Scroggs ¢ Alan F. Segal * Mary Boney Sheets ¢ Lou Silberman




In Memoriam

Eugene E. Carpenter
Frank Moore Cross, Jr.
Frederick W. Danker
Hans Engler
Walter Harrelson
Wilfred Lambert
J. P. Louw
Abraham J. Malherbe
Marvin Meyer
Joseph Plevnik
Jane D. Schaberg
Charles Siburt
Justin S. Ukpong
David B. Weisberg
Walter Wink

e Graham N. Stanton e Krister Stendahl ¢ Cullen I. K. Story e
John Strugnell ¢ Shemaryahu Talmon ¢ William West Thomas
e Olinthia Vilardo e William T. Voyce ¢ Ben Zion Wacholder
Donna Maree Wanland e J. William Whedbee ¢ Max Wilcox
Edwina Wright e Leon Wright e Alwin Zwanziger

Donations Made In Honor

Paul J. Achtemeier ¢ Rainer Albertz ¢ Leigh Andersen ¢ Albert
Aymer ¢ W. H. Bellinger, Jr. ¢ Ken and Barb Berg ¢ Hans Dieter
Betz e Bruce C. Birch e Phyllis A. Bird e Joseph Blenkinsopp
e Gabriele Boccaccini ¢ William Brown e Donald Burgo e
James H. Charlesworth e Elizabeth A. Clark ¢ David J. A. Clines
e Richard W. Corney e Charles Cousar e Toni Craven e Philip
R. Davies ® Mary Rose D’Angelo ¢ Claudine Donovan ¢ Mark
J. Edwards e Bart Ehrman e J. Harold Ellens ¢ Joe Everson e
Elisabeth Schiissler Fiorenza e John T. Fitzgerald ¢ Reginald
Fuller e Beverly Gaventa e Rabbi Zev Gotthold ¢ Elhonan
Grossman Lapin ¢ Norman Habel ¢ Kim Haines-Eitzen e
Ronald M. Hals e Daniel J. Harrington, S.J. ® John H. Hayes
e Earle E. Hilgert ¢ Herbert Huffmon e Donald L. Jones e
Leander Keck e Jack Dean Kingsbury e Ralph W. Klein e Rolf
Knierim e George W. Knight ¢ Helmut Koester e Ross Kraemer
e Robert Kraft e John F. Kutsko ¢ Carol Landes ¢ George M.
Landes e Jack P. Lewis ¢ Millard Lind e Christo Lombaard e
Kevin Madigan ¢ Herbert and Marlene Magness e J. L. Martyn
e James Mays e S. Dean McBride ¢ Patrick D. Miller e Frans
Neirynck e Kristiaan Opdebeek e Carolyn Osiek ¢ Daniel
Patte e David L. Petersen e Pearl Peterson e David Rhodes e
Kent Harold Richards e Sharon Ringe ¢ Angel M. Rodriguez
Katharine Doob Sakenfeld ¢ E. P. Sanders ¢ Jane D. Schaberg ¢
Luise Schottroff e Jonathan Z. Smith ¢ Gary Stansell e Gregory
E. Sterling e Theresa Lesnik Stowe ¢ Dana A. Thompson e
Gene Tucker ¢ James VanderKam e Revelation Velunta ¢ John
D. W. Watts e John and Evelyn Willis ¢ David K. Wood e Clyde
Woods e Art Wright ¢ Susan Zeelander

(Professions, continued from p. 27)

help facilitate the work of Program Units, the
International Cooperation Initiative, Status of
Women in the Profession Committee, Under-
represented Racial and Ethnic Minorities in
the Profession Committee, and other SBL Com-
mittees representing scholars in the field. The
Travel Grant Committee members are: Michael
Joseph Brown, Wabash College; Jacqueline
Hidalgo, Williams College; Mignon Jacobs, Fuller
Theological Seminary; Louis Jonker, University
of Stellenbosch; and Molly Zahn, University of
Kansas. We would like to express our sincere
gratitude to members and friends of the Soci-
ety for your donations to the Society Fund. Your
contributions make these grants possible and
strengthen our mission to foster biblical scholar-
ship globally.

Academic Awards

David Noel Freedman Award for Excellence and
Creativity in Hebrew Bible Scholarship

The primary goal of the David Noel Freed-
man Award for Excellence and Creativity in
Hebrew Bible Scholarship is to encourage the
finest scholarship in biblical studies. The 2012
recipient is Yitzhaq Feder, University of Haifa. Dr.
Feder received an appointment as a W. F. Albright
Institute of Archaeological Research Fellow
2011-2012. His book, Blood Expiation in Hittite
and Biblical Ritual: Origins, Context, and Mean-
ing, was recently published by SBL in the Writings
from the Ancient World Supplement Series. The
award-winning paper, “Between Contagion and
Cognition: Bodily Experience and the Conceptu-
alization of Pollution in the Hebrew Bible,” will
be discussed at the Annual Meeting on Monday,
November 19, at 1:00 pm with a panel of distin-
guished scholars.

The Paul]. Achtemeier Award for New Testament
Scholarship was not presented in 2012.

The 2013 Calls for Papers for the Freedman
and Achtemeier awards are now open. The first
submission date is January 10, 2013. Consult the
SBL website for complete submission instruc-
tions. http://www.sbl-site.org/membership/
SBLAwards.aspx



Administrative Committee Volunteers

The work of the Society is guided by its Council and
is administered through SBLs professional staff and
volunteers who serve on various committees.

The Council consists of fourteen members of the Society and the
Executive Director. This board approves general policies.

Cheryl B. Anderson, J. Dominic Crossan, Philip F. Esler, Mary E.
Foskett, Steven ]. Friesen, Jeffrey K. Kuan, John F. Kutsko, ex
officio, Archie Chi-Chung Lee, Francisco Lozada, Carol L. Meyers,
Adele Reinhartz, Daniel Schowalter, John Strong, Christine M.
Thomas, Gerald West

Committees

The Annual Meeting Program Committee approves program
units and program unit chairs, evaluates the Annual Meeting
program, and recommends strategic directions for the growth and
improvement of the program.

Tamara Eskenazi, Robin Jensen, Paul Joyce, Jeffrey K. Kuan, Jodi
Magness, Halvor Moxnes, Laura Nasrallah

The Finance/Audit/Investment Committee advises the Executive
Director in preparing the annual budget for recommendation to the
Council and oversees the societal investments.

Brian Blount, Philip F. Esler, Alice Hunt, Katharine Doob Sakenfeld

The International Meeting Program Committee approves
program units and program unit chairs, evaluates the International
Meeting program, and recommends strategic directions for the
growth and improvement of the program.

Pablo Andifiach, Archie Chi-Chung Lee, Kristin De Troyer, Elaine
Wainwright, Gerald West

The Nominating Committee nominates the President, Vice-
President, and Council members for election by the Society, and
members of standing committees and other representatives for
election by Council.

Cheryl Anderson, J. Cheryl Exum, Elizabeth Struthers Malbon,
Daniel Schowalter, James C. Walters

The Regional Coordinators Committee consists of liaisons from
the eleven regions in North America. Coordinators oversee regional
activities and award Regional Scholar grants.
Ardy Bass, Jeannine Brown, ]. Bradley Chance, P. Richard Choi,
Shawna Lisa Dolansky, Mark George, Mark Hamilton, Mignon R.
Jacobs, Sheila E. McGinn, Robert D. Miller, Vicki Phillips, John T.
Strong

The Research and Publications Committee works with the
Editorial Director, reviews publishing activities, recommends
policies, and approves editors and editorial boards.

Tat-Siong Benny Liew, John T. Fitzgerald, James Nogalski, Jorunn
@kland, Adele Reinhartz, Gale Yee

The Status of Women in the Profession Committee works in
areas of mentoring and networking, opening the Society to greater
participation by women and calling attention to the ways in which

the Society speaks to and about women through its various activities.
Nancy R. Bowen, Claudia V. Camp, Deborah A. Green, Mignon
Jacobs, Diane Lipsett, Shively Smith, Rannfrid-Irene Thelle,
Seung-Ai Yang, Molly Zahn

The Underrepresented Racial and Ethnic Minorities in the
Profession Committee encourages the participation of minorities
in all areas of biblical studies through mentoring, networking, and
other forms of support.

Alejandro F. Botta, Michael Joseph Brown, Jacqueline Hidalgo,
Uriah Kim, Shanell Smith, Frank Yamada

Boards

The Career Center Advisory Board supports career-services
initiatives for all members.

David Eastman, Sara Myers, Margaret Odell, Margaret Aymer
Oget, Ellen White

The International Cooperation Initiative Board facilitates
mutual cooperation among colleagues from around the globe in the
effort to foster biblical scholarship.

Leigh Andersen, ex officio, Ehud Ben Zvi, Roxana Flammini, Louis
Jonker, Monica Melancthon, Nathaniel Levtow

The Bible Odyssey Editorial Board advises on the direction and
development of an interactive website that would improve public
understanding of the Bible and its contexts.
Timothy Beal, Marc Brettler, Rhonda Burnette-Bletsch, James
Charlesworth, Paul Dilley, Mark Goodacre, Nicola Denzey Lewis,
Carol Meyers, Mark Allan Powell, Sarah Shectman, Kristen
Swenson, Jacob Wright

The Student Advisory Board coordinates student participation
across all Society activities, committees, and programs in an
effort to foster greater opportunities for student participation and
leadership development.
Katherine Brink, Teresa Calpino, David L. Eastman, Michael
Halcomb, Patrick George McCullough, Christopher Stroup, Erin
Vearncombe, Brandon C. Wason

The Scholarship and Technology Advisory Board provides
counsel to the Executive Director and staff by identifying and
evaluating opportunities for technology to enhance scholarly
exchange and professional development.

Christian Brady, Tim Bulkeley, Bob Cargill, Jim Davila, April
DeConick, Chuck Jones

Task Forces

The Bible in Secondary Schools Task Force studies how the Bible
is taught in secondary school classrooms and offers guidance,
training, and academically sound resources to teachers and school
administrators.

Moira Bucciarelli, Mark A. Chancey, Steve Friesen, John
E. Kutsko, Richard Layton, David Levenson, Carleen R.
Mandolfo




STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION
JUNE 30, 2012 AND 2011

Cash and cash equivalents
Marketable securities
Accounts receivable
Pledges receivable, net
Prepaid expenses and other assets
Book inventories, net of valuation reserve
Furniture and equipment,
net of accumulated depreciation
Net share of Luce Center assets

Total Assets

Liabilities
Accounts payable
Deferred revenue
Memberships and subscriptions
Annual meetings
International meeting
Other

Total Liabilities
Net Assets
Unrestricted net assets
Temporarily restricted net assets
Permanently restricted net assets

Total Net Assets

Total Liabilities and Net Assets

ASSETS

LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS

FY 2012 FY 2011
$1,483,829 $1,179,218
1,307,143 1,252,045
195,659 88,517
8,000
43,096 19,666
45,455 48,807
28,646 19,421
1,983,221 1,991,335
$ 5,095,049 $ 4,599,009
$237,276 $ 183,186
466,866 483,909
767,150 665,464
120,834 127,900
79,139 10,659
1,433,989 1,287,932
1,671,265 1,471,118
2,929,457 2,574,109
199,947 259,627
294,380 294,155
3,423,784 3,127,891
$ 5,095,049 $ 4,599,009

The financial information summarized here
was derived from the Society’s audited financial
statements. The independent auditor’s report by
Smith & Howard PC, dated 25 September 2012,
expressed an unqualified (clean) opinion on those
financial statements. For SBL's full audit report,
please visit SBL's website.

SBL’s Statement of Financial Position con-
tinues to shows a positive increase over prior
year, with an increase this year of $496,040. This

is largely due to an increase in Cash and Cash
Equivalents of approximately $300,000. Included
in this figure is an increase of approximately
$100,000 over prior year in deferred revenue
from Congresses, regional funds moving onto SBL
books, and an increase of cash on hand in SBL's
investments, to highlight but a few. It also reflects
SBL's Net Operating Reserve (NOR)—a strategic
goal of planning a positive budget—currently at
$33,000.



STATEMENT OF ACTIVITIES AND
CHANGES IN NET ASSETS

Changes in Net Assets
Revenues and gains

Congresses
Membership
Membership fees
Marketing
Regions
Professions
Career Center
Grant Revenue
Publications
Book Sales
Subscriptions
Royalties
Marketing
Other
Development and fundraising
Investment income (loss), net
Rental income (loss), net

Total Revenues and Gains

Expenses
Program expenses

Congresses

Membership

Professions

Publications

Regions

Research and technology
Total Program Expenses

Development and fundraising
General and administration
Total Expenses

Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets

Net Assets at Beginning of the Year

Net Assets at End of the Year

2012 2011
$1,289,779 $1,090,948
593,953 538,013
37,352 33,853

42,637

116,382 35,030
111,468 12,939
473,801 445,429
311,960 339,837
150,267 112,508
34,625 27,875
1,333 7,397
61,308 94,454
30,555 262,222
5,696 (7,515)
3,261,116 2,992,990
1,033,278 781,893
134,955 144,966
283,851 199,177
1,004,662 964,595
116,420 97,851
115,527 101,182
2,688,693 2,289,664
98,890 109,967
117,640 168,962
2,965,223 2,568,593
295,893 424,397
3,127,891 2,703,494
$3,423,784 $3,127,891

BUDGET
2012-2013
Revenues
Administration 66,500
Congresses 1,257,814
Development 75,000
Membership 584,500
Professions 95,000
Publications 1,004,250

Regions

Total Revenue $ 3,083,064

Expenses

Administration 87,860
Congresses 1,132,547
Development 122,597
Membership 183,293
Professions 224,854
Publications 1,100,427
Regions 96,845
Technology 134,616
Total Expense S 3,083,038

Increase (Decrease) in Net Assets $26

SBL's Statement of Activities and
Changes in Net Assets shows an increase
in net assets of $295,893. Prior year’s
increase in net assets was $424,397
which might lead you to believe current
year’s increase compared to prior year
is down. This is not the case if “non-
cash” investments are removed from
the equation. The Increase (Decrease)
in Net Assets in 2012 of approximately
$296,000 minus $30,000 investments
leaves an increase of $266,000 for
2012. For prior year, $424,000 minus
$262,000 investments leaves an
increase of $162,000 for 2011.
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Giving to the Society of Biblical Literature

The Society Fund is the core element of the ongoing mission in fostering biblical scholarship. This fund:

e assists in providing complimentary membership to students and scholars in underresourced
countries.

e provides resources for the development of curriculum for teachers and school districts that are
teaching the Bible in public schools.

e helps develop fonts and various research tools for all who are interested in the study of antiquity.

The International Cooperation Initiative provides free online PDF files for a variety of publications to
scholars and students who would not otherwise have access to this scholarship.

The David Noel Freedman Award for Excellence and Creativity in Hebrew Bible Scholarship encourages
the finest scholarship in biblical studies.

The Richards Lecture-Discussion Series supports the discussion of the way sacred texts, and especially
the Bible, play a role in and intersect with public policies. This series of public discussions will bring
people and institutions together to unravel the past relationships of sacred texts and public policies and
envision new ways to shape this lively intersection.

The Paul J. Achtemeier Award for New Testament Scholarship stimulates the finest and most penetrat-
ing work in New Testament studies.

For information on how to donate to the SBL, go to http://www.sbl-site.org/membership/giving.aspx.




