
BiBlical animality  
after Jacques DerriDa

SBL P
res

s



semeia stuDies

steed V. Davidson, General editor

Editorial Board:
Pablo r. andiñach

eric D. Barreto
Denise K. Buell
Jin young choi

masiiwa ragies Gunda
Jacqueline Hidalgo

monica Jyotsna melanchthon 

number 91

SBL P
res

s



BiBlical animality  
after Jacques DerriDa 

Hannah m. strømmen

SBL P
res

s



copyright © 2018 by Hannah m. strømmen

all rights reserved. no part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form 
or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or by 
means of any information storage or retrieval system, except as may be expressly permit-
ted by the 1976 copyright act or in writing from the publisher. requests for permission 
should be addressed in writing to the rights and Permissions Office, sBl Press, 825 Hous-
ton mill road, atlanta, Ga 30329 usa.

library of congress cataloging-in-Publication Data

names: strømmen, Hannah m., author.
title: Biblical animality after Jacques Derrida / by Hannah m. strømmen.
Description: atlanta : sBl Press, 2018. | series: semeia studies ; number 91 | includes bib-

liographical references and index. | Description based on print version record and ciP 
data provided by publisher; resource not viewed.

identifiers: lccn 2018014640 (print) | lccn 2018018767 (ebook) | isBn 9780884142980 
(ebk.) | isBn 9781628372120 (pbk. : alk. paper) | isBn 9780884142973 (hbk. : alk. 
paper)

subjects: lcsH: animals in the Bible. | Theological anthropology—Biblical teaching. | 
creationism—Biblical teaching. | Derrida, Jacques.

classification: lcc Bs663 (ebook) | lcc Bs663 .s77 2018 (print) | DDc 220.8/59—dc23
lc record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2018014640

Printed on acid-free paper.

Atlanta

SBL P
res

s



contents

acknowledgments ...........................................................................................vii
abbreviations ....................................................................................................ix

introduction: The question of the animal ....................................................1
Humanity’s identity crisis 2
Biblical Blame 10
The Biblical archive and cultural memory 17
following Jacques Derrida 20
animality in the Bible 34

1. The first carnivorous man ........................................................................37
an animal covenant? 40
a Justice to come 47
exhibiting noah’s nakedness 51
accounting for all life? 65

2. acts of eating ...............................................................................................67
The animal Vision 68
circumscribing universalism 69
Kill and eat 75
christian anthropocentrism? 82
facing animals 84
all life 88

3. Political animals .........................................................................................91
Beastly Politics 92
Human sovereignty 97
animals under God 102
Pet or Prey? 107SBL P

res
s



4. Bodies of the Beast ....................................................................................109
animals at War 110
The struggle for sovereignty 116
animals in the roman arena 119
abject Womanimality 122
shared finitude 132

conclusion: animal afterlives ....................................................................135
animals in the Biblical archive 136
another apocalyptic shibboleth? 139
animals on the table 148

Bibliography ...................................................................................................151
ancient sources index ..................................................................................169
modern authors index .................................................................................173
subject index ..................................................................................................177

vi abbreviations

SBL P
res

s



acknowledgements

Thanks to an intriguing remark by nicholas royle as to “animals and Der-
rida,” an idea lodged that gradually took on life, crept inside the covers of 
the Bible, and made a home there. This idea would perhaps have remained 
only an idea if it had not been for yvonne sherwood. Her intellectual flare 
remains an inspiration. Particular thanks are also due to Denise K. Buell, 
for her patience with earlier versions of this book and for invaluable advice 
along the way. i thank the semeia studies editorial team and sBl Press, 
particularly steed V. Davidson, nicole tilford, and Kathie Klein. 

i am grateful for the college of arts scholarship i received from the 
university of Glasgow that enabled much of the research that led to this 
book. many in Glasgow enriched my time there, and i thank particularly 
aKma and margaret adam, Johnathan Birch, James currall, Kevin fran-
cis, rebecca Henderson, David Jasper, lee Johnston, samuel tongue, and 
alana Vincent. 

in the process of writing this book there were many who have played 
important roles, wittingly and unwittingly. fatima tofighi has been an ines-
timable intellectual companion and friend: may our conversations always 
be ringing with laughter! stephen D. moore gave constructive feedback 
for which i am hugely grateful. colleagues at the university of chiches-
ter, particularly tommy and Hannah lynch, ruth mantin, Graeme smith, 
stephen roberts, mark mason, Ben noys, and fiona Price, have offered 
unstinting support and encouragement. i thank fatima tofighi and rachel 
moriarty for double-checking the Hebrew and Greek. most particularly i 
thank ulrich schmiedel, for too much to be named or known: what would 
i do without you?

finally, i would like to thank my parents and siblings: einar, mary, 
Kristian, sigrid, and our old dog Ben. to this most marvelous family i 
dedicate this book. 

Hannah m. strømmen, chichester, January 2018

-vii -
SBL P

res
s



SBL P
res

s



abbreviations

acts Thom. acts of Thomas
AHR The American Historical Review
Ann. tacitus, Annals
AS Aramaic Studies
BArch The Biblical Archaeologist
BBcom Blackwell Bible commentaries
BBHrs Blackwell Brief Histories of religion series
BCT The Bible and Critical Theory
Bls Bible and literature series
BmW The Bible in the modern World
BsiH Brill’s studies in intellectual History
cBOts coniectanea Biblica, Old testament series
CBR Currents in Biblical Research
cmP cultural memory in the Present
con concilium
cPssup cambridge Philological society supplementary Volumes
CR CR: The New Centennial Review
criticalst critical studies
cscP continuum studies in continental Philosophy
ctaiHs collection des travaux de l’académie internationale 

d’histoire des sciences
Divinations Divinations: rereading late ancient religion
ea encounters with asia
eac essays in art and culture
ec epworth commentaries
eP european Perspectives
Epis. Fam. cicero, Epistulae ad Familiares
ePs environmental Philosophies series
etP ecocritical Theory and Practice

-ix -
SBL P

res
s



x abbreviations

fcntecW feminist companion to the new testament and early 
christian Writings

fiOtl formation and interpretation of Old testament literature
ft The frontiers of Theory
GBP Great Books in Philosophy
Gen. rab. Genesis rabbah
Hacl History, archaeology, and culture of the levant
HDr Harvard Dissertations in religion
Herm Hermeneia
Hist. eccl. eusebius, Historia ecclesiastica
Hist. nat. Pliny, Historia naturalis
Hist. Rom. livy, The History of Rome
Hm Heythrop monographs
HRP The Harvard Review of Philosophy
Hrs How to read series
Hsm Harvard semitic monographs
Hypatia Hypatia: A Journal of Feminist Philosophy
icc international critical commentary
isPr indiana series in the Philosophy of religion
JBL Journal of Biblical Literature
JECS Journal of Early Christian Studies
JRS Journal of Roman Studies
JRT Journal of Religion and Theatre
JSNT Journal for the Study of the New Testament
Jsntsup Journal for the study of the new testament supplement 

series
JSOT Journal for the Study of the Old Testament
JsOtsup Journal for the study of the Old testament supplement 

series
lHB library of Hebrew Bible
lnts library of new testament studies
mc medieval cultures
meridian meridian: crossing aesthetics
mJPr modern Jewish Philosophy and religion
msrHc medicine, science, and religion in Historical context
ncBc The new cambridge Bible commentary
niGtc new international Greek testament commentary
nrsV new revised standard Version
ntt new testament TheologySBL P

res
s



 abbreviations xi

OBO Orbis Biblicus et Orientalis
OH Oxford Handbooks
OLR The Oxford Literary Review
OtG Old testament Guides
Otm Old testament message
Otr Old testament readings
Ott Old testament Theology
OWc Oxford World’s classics
Pc Penguin classics
PcPhil Perspectives in continental Philosophy
PhilPR Philosophy and Phenomenological Research
Post Posthumanities
Pt Playing the texts
ra religion in america
rc routledge classics
rcc religion/culture/critique
readings readings: a new Biblical commentary
rP religion and Postmodernism
rt radical Thinkers
SAQ South Atlantic Quarterly
sBt studies in Biblical Theology
sct studies in continental Thought
Sci Science
semeiast semeia studies
Signs Signs: Journal of Women in Culture and Society
sntsms society for new testament studies monograph series
sntW studies of the new testament and its World
sPOt studies on Personalities of the Old testament
st signposts in Theology
stasrH st. andrews studies in reformation History
t&tct t&t clark Theology
ta Thinking in action
tes tampere english studies
TP Textual Practice
Vc Verso classics
Vtsup supplements to Vetus testamentum
WA World Archaeology
WBc Word Biblical commentary
Wunt Wissenschaftliche untersuchungen zum neuen testamentSBL P

res
s




