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too many to name. The contents to follow often acknowledge their intel-
lectual, ethical, and spiritual debts, but here I endeavor foolishly to name 
at least some of the forces that helped us to deliver this book to you.

One of the theses of this collection is that queer forms of interpreta-
tion, analysis, expression, or simply use are reaching a tipping point, even 
a critical mass in biblical studies, and specifically within the study of Pau-
line epistles and interpretations. You can increasingly see this reflected in 
conferences, seminars, and symposia. Indeed, a majority of the fabulous 
essays to follow originated as conference papers at the Annual Meeting of 
the Society of the Biblical Literature, particularly in special themed ses-
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Therefore, we owe a special note of thanks to the steering committees of 
both units and to the chairs in particular—Lynn Huber, David Tabb Stew-
art, and Diana Swancutt—who coorganized these sessions with me and 
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to say that the best programs and sites of study in our fields are precisely 
those that make this work possible. The contributors to this volume come 
out of such programs and communities, and students and scholars would 
do well to pay attention to where cutting edge work is happening if they 
want to make such contributions to our world. The samples of scholarship 
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gathered here are theoretically informed, ethically accountable, and politi-
cally reflexive for a reason. Beyond the circles of support and engagement 
that we have managed to carve out at otherwise disorienting and often 
dehumanizing meetings, it is important to note that a few of these essays 
began as papers in graduate seminars run by colleagues at Drew Uni-
versity, particularly Melanie Johnson-DeBaufre and Stephen D. Moore. 
Indeed, there are places where this work is not marginalized. Still, it is 
fair to say that several of us have experienced forms of marginalization—
we have been pushed around, but not exactly out. Given the conditions 
of academic labor in the early twenty-first century, I cannot help but 
think of colleagues who have stepped away, often because they have been 
pushed out. Many of them showed kindness, provided support, or simply 
inspired my work and the work of the contributors to this collection. At 
the moment, I am thinking of Holly Hearon, David Hester, Todd Penner, 
Lori Rowlett, and Holly Toensing, but because professionalization osten-
sibly forces a kind of forgetfulness, I know even these acknowledgments 
of debts are incomplete and inadequate. For now I call these up as one 
woeful gesture to point us toward all those bodies who have been margin-
alized, pushed around and down and out, within and beyond our guilds, 
and to articulate why interpretation should focus more on stigmatization, 
minoritization, exclusion, and normalization.

Semeia Studies has historically done its part in publishing scholar-
ship in these directions; its catalogue remains an indispensible reading 
list for what biblical studies at its best is and still might be. It is an honor 
to add our voices to this series, and we cannot wait to see where else 
Semeia Studies might go. Many of the essays in this collection went in 
much better and clearer directions because of the constructive feedback 
provided by the series board. In that vein we owe an especially strong note 
of thanks to Denise Kimber Buell and the series editor Steed Davidson for 
their tireless yet incisive attention to these essays and the collection as a 
whole. This would not have happened without you, and you made my job 
as editor easier, minimizing any remaining faults or infelicities within the 
pages to follow. As always, it remains a pleasure to work with the entire 
team at SBL Press. Bob Buller, Heather McMurray, Nicole Tilford, Kathie 
Klein, and their team have once again capably shepherded this project 
through its final stages and into production.

But in closing I return to specifically acknowledging two groups of 
people to whom this collection is dedicated. First, this volume is dedi-
cated to those committed scholars who contributed to this collection. It SBL P
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is easier to promote, celebrate, and sing the praises of a project when it 
involves such wonderful people and perspectives in creating these fabu-
lous bodies. Second, this volume is dedicated to those bodies that are on 
the line in the use of these texts and traditions. It is no secret that people 
have done some of the worst things to each other while claiming to be 
following scriptural mandates, precedents, and examples, most especially 
(though not only) from Pauline epistles. It is my genuine hope that the 
kind of work done here and in other, interconnected settings show that we 
are more than on the verge, past the tipping point, and reaching a critical 
mass for transforming the conditions for such bodies, and learning how 
to name, resist, undo, and create alternatives to these dynamics.

Joseph A. Marchal
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