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The inspirations for this collection, of multiple kinds of bodies, are frankly 
too many to name. The contents to follow often acknowledge their intel-
lectual, ethical, and spiritual debts, but here i endeavor foolishly to name 
at least some of the forces that helped us to deliver this book to you.

one of the theses of this collection is that queer forms of interpreta-
tion, analysis, expression, or simply use are reaching a tipping point, even 
a critical mass in biblical studies, and specifically within the study of Pau-
line epistles and interpretations. You can increasingly see this reflected in 
conferences, seminars, and symposia. indeed, a majority of the fabulous 
essays to follow originated as conference papers at the annual meeting of 
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Therefore, we owe a special note of thanks to the steering committees of 
both units and to the chairs in particular—Lynn huber, david tabb stew-
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to push and experiment, to extend themselves and the work that still pre-
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colleagues trust you with their work, and i remain forever in your debt 
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to be a little less than humble for a moment, though, i would venture 
to say that the best programs and sites of study in our fields are precisely 
those that make this work possible. The contributors to this volume come 
out of such programs and communities, and students and scholars would 
do well to pay attention to where cutting edge work is happening if they 
want to make such contributions to our world. The samples of scholarship 
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minoritization, exclusion, and normalization.

semeia studies has historically done its part in publishing scholar-
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list for what biblical studies at its best is and still might be. it is an honor 
to add our voices to this series, and we cannot wait to see where else 
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much better and clearer directions because of the constructive feedback 
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But in closing i return to specifically acknowledging two groups of 
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is easier to promote, celebrate, and sing the praises of a project when it 
involves such wonderful people and perspectives in creating these fabu-
lous bodies. second, this volume is dedicated to those bodies that are on 
the line in the use of these texts and traditions. it is no secret that people 
have done some of the worst things to each other while claiming to be 
following scriptural mandates, precedents, and examples, most especially 
(though not only) from Pauline epistles. it is my genuine hope that the 
kind of work done here and in other, interconnected settings show that we 
are more than on the verge, past the tipping point, and reaching a critical 
mass for transforming the conditions for such bodies, and learning how 
to name, resist, undo, and create alternatives to these dynamics.

Joseph a. marchal
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