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Philodemus, On Death
Translated with an introduction and notes by  
W. Benjamin Henry
On Death, by the Epicurean philosopher Philodemus of Gadara, is among 
the most significant philosophical treatments of the theme surviving 
from the Greco-Roman world. The author was an influential figure in 
first-century b.c.e. Roman society, associated with poets such as Virgil 
and politicians such as the father-in-law of Julius Caesar. The surviving 
copies of his treatises were carbonized following the eruption of Vesuvius 
in 79 c.e. This edition contains the Greek text, newly reconstituted with 
the help of the infrared imaging technology that has revolutionized the 
study of Philodemus’s works in the twenty-first century, and completely 
translated into English for the first time. An extensive introduction pro-
vides background on Philodemus and his writings, accompanying notes 
enrich the text, and forty-four pages of photographs illustrate the papyrus 
manuscript from which the translation is drawn.

W. Benjamin Henry has been a Harrington Faculty Fellow and ISAC Research Fellow and Lecturer in classics at The 
University of Texas at Austin. 

◆ Writings from the Greco-Roman World 29 ◆ 978-1-58983-446-0 ◆ paperback, $34.95  
◆ xxxiv + 116 + 44 plates ◆ November 2009

Hardback edition available from Brill Academic Publishers (www.brill.nl)
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