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preface

This volume evolved from a graduate seminar on epistolography and 
rhetoric in early Jewish and christian literature taught at The University 
of texas (austin). The members of the seminar were all doctoral stu-
dents in classics or ancient mediterranean religions. part of our goal was 
to examine the ways that epistolary style and rhetoric coming out of the 
hellenistic-roman literary tradition influenced both Jewish and christian 
literary habits. consequently, the burgeoning of new scholarship in the 
classical fields, as well as the tradition of epistolary studies in the new 
testament and related fields, provided the research background for new 
approaches and studies. 

when the seminar turned to examples in hellenistic Jewish lit-
erature, and especially the epistle of aristeas, three points immediately 
stood out: first, that the greek text of the epistle of aristeas remains very 
inaccessible for contemporary study. in fact, the last critical edition, that 
of Thackeray published in the second edition of swete’s Introduction to 
the Old Testament in Greek, appeared just over a century ago. second, 
it became apparent that most of the available translations over the last 
century are badly out of date and give little attention to its classical or 
hellenistic literary context and, third, that most scholarship on the 
epistle of aristeas ignores or denies its epistolary qualities. in addition, 
we noted the proliferation of “embedded” letters as a prominent feature 
of hellenistic Jewish historiographical literature of the second and first 
centuries Bce. This volume came about, therefore, as an effort to make 
these examples of Jewish fictional letters more accessible for study both 
in greek and in english translation, with introductions and notes. other 
than myself, the members of the seminar were megan l. case, michael 
a. Flexsenhar iii, g. anthony Keddie, Bradley F. King, and Bartolo a. 
natoli. all have contributed materially to this volume from the historical 
introductions to careful analysis of the various texts. i wish to thank all of 
them for their help.
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xii preface

g. anthony Keddie, who studied at yale divinity school before 
coming to Ut, has served as coauthor and editorial assistant for this 
volume. his contributions have been significant, as reflected in his recent 
publications on both the eupolemus letters and 3 maccabees, for which he 
also produced the translations here. The new greek text and the transla-
tion of the epistle of aristeas are my own. The remainder of the greek 
texts have been adapted as noted from the critical editions indicated. all 
other translations are my own unless otherwise noted. Thanks are also 
due to Bradley F. King, who compiled all the indices for the final volume, 
with a significant contribution by alexandra elizondo in assembling the 
greek index verborum for the epistle of aristeas.

  i also want to offer special thanks to david Konstan, profes-
sor emeritus of classics at Brown University, now professor at new york 
University, and past chair of the wgrw editorial Board, who served as 
volume editor for this work. an outstanding classicist, david was gracious 
enough to lend his considerable knowledge of hellenistic philosophical 
texts as well as alexandrian poetry to this project. he gave the text and 
translation careful attention and offered numerous suggestions for cor-
rection and improvement. For his efforts, i am most grateful, and the 
translation, as a result, is far better.

since the completion of the penultimate draft of this volume (2015), 
and while it was in the extensive editing process, one major new study of 
the epistle of aristeas appeared in print: the important new commentary 
by Benjamin g. wright iii, The Letter of Aristeas: Aristeas to Philocrates 
on the Translation of the Law of the Jews (commentaries on early Jewish 
literature; Berlin: de gruyter, 2015). The present text and translation were 
produced independently of wright’s. moreover, because the focus of the 
present work is primarily on the literary character of the text as a work of 
epistolary fiction and on its greek linguistic background, it was decided 
not to attempt an exhaustive comparison with wright’s translation and 
commentary. each approach will undoubtedly yield distinctive insights 
on the text and its historical and literary context. we encourage interested 
readers to compare the translations in light of the greek text, which is 
made available here, at long last, in an accessible form.

lmw
roma, Da Fortunato
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1s first-person singular
3pl third-person plural
3s third-person singular

primary sources
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B. Bat. Baba Batra
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Form. ep. pseudo-demetrius, Formae epistolicae
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geB greek esther B (lXX esther)
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t. levi testament of levi
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Virt. mor. plutarch, De virtute morali
Vit. Josephus, Vita
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Vit. phil. diogenes laertius, Vitae philosophorum
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Vawamst Verhandelingen der nederlandse akademie van 

wetenschappen te amsterdam
VC Vigiliae Christianae
Vcsup Vigiliae christianae supplement series
Vtsup supplements to Vetus testamentum
waw writings from the ancient world
wgrw writings from the greco-roman world
wgrwsup writings from the greco-roman world supplement 

series
YCS Yale Classical Studies
ZAW Zeitschrift für die alttestamentliche Wissenschaft
ZNW Zeitschrift für die neutestamentliche Wissenschaft und 

die Kunde der älteren Kirche
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