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Preface

This volume evolved from a graduate seminar on Epistolography and
Rhetoric in early Jewish and Christian literature taught at The University
of Texas (Austin). The members of the seminar were all doctoral stu-
dents in classics or ancient Mediterranean religions. Part of our goal was
to examine the ways that epistolary style and rhetoric coming out of the
Hellenistic-Roman literary tradition influenced both Jewish and Christian
literary habits. Consequently, the burgeoning of new scholarship in the
classical fields, as well as the tradition of epistolary studies in the New
Testament and related fields, provided the research background for new
approaches and studies.

When the seminar turned to examples in Hellenistic Jewish lit-
erature, and especially the Epistle of Aristeas, three points immediately
stood out: first, that the Greek text of the Epistle of Aristeas remains very
inaccessible for contemporary study. In fact, the last critical edition, that
of Thackeray published in the second edition of Swete’s,Introduction to
the Old Testament in Greek, appeared just over/@ century ago. Second,
it became apparent that most of the available translations over the last
century are badly out of date and give little attention to its classical or
Hellenistic literary context and, third, thatumost scholarship on the
Epistle of Aristeas ignores or denies its epistolary qualities. In addition,
we noted the proliferation of “embedded” letters as a prominent feature
of Hellenistic Jewish historiographical literature of the second and first
centuries BCE. This volume came about, therefore, as an effort to make
these examples of Jewish fictional letters more accessible for study both
in Greek and in English'translation, with introductions and notes. Other
than myself, thé members'of the seminar were Megan L. Case, Michael
A. Flexsenhar IT;'G. Anthony Keddie, Bradley F. King, and Bartolo A.
Natoli. All have contributed materially to this volume from the historical
introductions to careful analysis of the various texts. I wish to thank all of
them for their help.
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xii Preface

G. Anthony Keddie, who studied at Yale Divinity School before
coming to UT, has served as coauthor and editorial assistant for this
volume. His contributions have been significant, as reflected in his recent
publications on both the Eupolemus letters and 3 Maccabees, for which he
also produced the translations here. The new Greek text and the transla-
tion of the Epistle of Aristeas are my own. The remainder of the Greek
texts have been adapted as noted from the critical editions indicated. All
other translations are my own unless otherwise noted. Thanks are also
due to Bradley F. King, who compiled all the indices for the final volume,
with a significant contribution by Alexandra Elizondo in assembling the
Greek index verborum for the Epistle of Aristeas.

I also want to offer special thanks to David Konstan, Profes-
sor Emeritus of Classics at Brown University, now Professor at New York
University, and past chair of the WGRW Editorial Board, who served as
volume editor for this work. An outstanding classicist, David was gracious
enough to lend his considerable knowledge of Hellenistic philosophical
texts as well as Alexandrian poetry to this project. He gave the text and
translation careful attention and offered numerous suggestions for cor-
rection and improvement. For his efforts, I am most grateful, and the
translation, as a result, is far better.

Since the completion of the penultimate draft of this volume (2015),
and while it was in the extensive editing process, one major new study of
the Epistle of Aristeas appeared in print: the important new commentary
by Benjamin G. Wright III, The Letter of Aristeas: Aristeas to Philocrates
on the Translation of the Law of the Jews (Commentaries’on Early Jewish
Literature; Berlin: de Gruyter, 2015). The present textand translation were
produced independently of Wright’s. Moreover, because the focus of the
present work is primarily on the literary‘charaeter of the text as a work of
epistolary fiction and on its Greek linguistic background, it was decided
not to attempt an exhaustive comparison with Wright’s translation and
commentary. Each approach will undoubtedly yield distinctive insights
on the text and its historicahand literary context. We encourage interested
readers to compare the translations in light of the Greek text, which is
made available here, atlong last, in an accessible form.

LMW
Roma, Da Fortunato
2016
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Strack Max L., ed. Inscriptiones Graecae Ptolemaicae:
Sammlung Griechischer Ptolemdeér-Inschriften. Berlin,
1897; repr. Chicago: Ares, 1976.

Dittenberger, Wilhelm. Sylloge inscriptionum grae-
carum. 3rd ed. 4 vols. LeipzigHirzel, 1915-1924.
Scandinavian Journalof thesOld Testament

Studia Philoni¢a Annual

Studien und Texté zu Antike und Christentum/Studies
and Texts in Antiquity and Christianity

Studia Patristica

Studia post=biblica

Septuaginta: Vetus Testamentum Graecum

Arnimg Hans Friedrich August von. Stoicorum Vet-
erum Fragmenta. 4 vols. Leipzig: Teubner, 1903-1924.
Studia in Veteris Testamenti Pseudepigrapha
Text-Critical Studies

Translations of Early Documents
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TSAJ
TSK
TUGAL

Uprz
VAWAmst

VC

VCSup
VTSup
WAW
WGRW
WGRWSup

YCS
ZAW
ZNW
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Thesaurus Linguae Graecae

Texte und Studien zum antiken Judentum
Theologische Studien und Kritiken

Texte und Untersuchungen zur Geschichte der
altchristlichen Literatur

Wilcken, Ulrich. Urkunden der Ptolemder Zeit. 2 vols.
Berlin: de Gruyter, 1927-1935.

Verhandelingen der Nederlandse Akademie van
Wetenschappen te Amsterdam

Vigiliae Christianae

Vigiliae Christianae Supplement Series

Supplements to Vetus Testamentum

Writings from the Ancient World

Writings from the Greco-Roman World

Writings from the Greco-Roman World Supplement
Series

Yale Classical Studies

Zeitschrift fiir die alttestamentliche Wissenschaft
Zeitschrift fiir die neutestamentliche Wissenschaft und
die Kunde der dlteren Kirche





