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PREFACE

When I began this project, there were two recent full-length monographs
devoted to the study of the Arameans: P.-E. Dion, Les Araméens a I'dge
du fer: Histoire politique et structures sociales (Paris: Gabalda, 1997);
and E. Lipinski, The Aramaeans: Their Ancient History, Culture, Religion
(Leuven: Peeters, 2000). Both of these works were devoted more or less to
all aspects of the study of this people group (history, culture, religion, etc.).

Archaeological discoveries have brought much new information to
light. New discoveries and advances in the understanding of the Middle
Assyrian and Luwian text sources, and, to a lesser extent, the archaeology
connected to these, have greatly improved our comprehension of the history
of the Arameans. Various excavations have brought clarity to some of the
crucial questions. Renewed excavations of long-known sites (e.g., Zincirli,
Tell Ta‘yinat, Tell Halaf, Tell Fakhariya) and the publicatieft of materials
found at excavated sites since the two monographs mentioned.above have all
contributed to a much richer knowledge. Recent anthropological studies in
tribal structures and in nomadism, including important arc¢haeological work
at Jebel Bisri, have created more nuanced perspectives.

Consequently, this volume is devoted only to the pelitical history of the
Aramean entities, in so far as such is possible. The nature of the sources,
whether textual or archaeological, make such a project quite challenging yet
highly rewarding. There is muchfthat we still do not know, but what we do
know generates an exciting new synthesis. The impacts of all the Aramean
tribal entities on the history of the ancient Near East cannot be overesti-
mated.

A great boon to thezwriting of this volume was the wonderful oppor-
tunity to hold thesSeymour Gitin' Distinguished Professorship at the W. E
Albright Institute of Arehaeological Research in 2012—13. This led to an ini-
tial draft of the manuscript. I must also voice my deepest appreciation to
Trinity Evangelical Divinity School’s generous sabbatical policy, which led to
this volume’s production.

It is impossible to write a study of this sort without the support of numer-
ous scholarsyseme of whom I know only through their important scholarly

-X1-



xii PREFACE

publications. While it is impossible to thank everyone here, I have received
over the years very particular help and encouragement from the following:
B. T. Arnold, P. Bordreuil, P.-E. Dion, E M. Fales, S. Fassberg, D. E. Flem-
ing, S. Gitin, T. P. Harrison, J. D. Hawkins, R. S. Hess, S. W. Holloway, W. G.
Lambert, A. Lemaire, J. Llop-Radua, D. Pardee, J. D. Schloen, B. B. Schmidt,
W. M. Schniedewind, J.-A. Scurlock, A. G. Vaughn, and A. R. Millard, to
whom this volume is dedicated.

I must also express my deep thanks and appreciation to B. J. Collins
and Bob Buller, who have been both patient and helpful at every turn in
the production of this volume. Special thanks go to three of my students: A.
D. Riddle (who graciously and adeptly created the maps for this volume),
S. W. Booth (who brought many archaeological and bibliographic data to my
attention), and N. A. Huddleston (who helped me with indexing and other
proofreading issues). Any errors lie solely with me.

Finally, in every way I must give thanks to my wife, Patti. Without her
innumerable, great sacrifices and support, this work could never have come
to completion.

Vernon Hills, Illinois
2 February 2015
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