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Cutting edge reflections on biblical text formation

Empirical models based on ancient Near Eastern literature and variations between 
different textual traditions have been used to lend credibility to the identification 
of the sources behind biblical literature and the different editorial layers. In 
this volume, empirical models are used to critique the exaggerated results 
of identifying sources and editorial layers by demonstrating that, even though 
much of ancient literature had such complex literary histories, our methods are 
often inadequate for the task of precisely identifying sources and editorial layers.

Features:
•	 Evidence that many ancient texts are composite texts with complex literary 

histories
•	 Ten essays and an introduction cover texts from Mesopoatmia, the Hebrew 

Bible, the New Testament, and the Dead Sea Scrolls
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