
SenSing World, SenSing WiSdom



ancient iSrael and itS literature

Thomas c. römer, general editor

Editorial Board:
mark g. Brett
marc Brettler

corrine l. carvalho
tom dozeman

cynthia edenburg
Konrad Schmid

number 31



SenSing World, SenSing WiSdom 
The cognitive Foundation of Biblical metaphors 

nicole l. tilford



copyright © 2017 by nicole l. tilford

all rights reserved. no part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form 
or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or by 
means of any information storage or retrieval system, except as may be expressly permit-
ted by the 1976 copyright act or in writing from the publisher. requests for permission 
should be addressed in writing to the rights and Permissions office, SBl Press, 825 Hous-
ton mill road, atlanta, ga 30329 uSa.

library of congress cataloging-in-Publication data

names: tilford, nicole l., author.
title: Sensing world, sensing wisdom : the cognitive foundation of biblical metaphors / by 

nicole l. tilford.
description: atlanta : SBl Press, [2017] | Series: ancient israel and its literature ; number 

31 | includes bibliographical references and index.
identifiers: lccn 2017001216 (print) | lccn 2017002611 (ebook) | iSBn 9781628371758 

(pbk. : alk. paper) | iSBn 9780884142201 (hardcover : alk. paper) | iSBn 9780884142195 
(ebook)

Subjects: lcSH: metaphor in the Bible. | metaphor.
classification: lcc BS1199.m45 t55 2017 (print) | lcc BS1199.m45 (ebook) | ddc 

220.6/6—dc23
lc record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2017001216

Printed on acid-free paper.

Atlanta



contents

abbreviations ...................................................................................................vii

1. introduction ................................................................................................1
1.1. mind-Body dualism 4
1.2. meaning before language 10
1.3. conceptual metaphors 13
1.4. linguistic extensions 17
1.5. Summary 21

2. Historical context ....................................................................................25

3. Perception..................................................................................................35
3.1. a universal and cultural Paradigm 35
3.2. a Biblical Paradigm 46

4. Seeing .........................................................................................................51
4.1. typology of Sight 51
4.2. cognition is seeing 58
4.3. Summary 66

5. Hearing/Speaking .....................................................................................69
5.1. typology of Hearing and Speaking 70
5.2. cognition is hearing/speaking 74
5.3. Summary 89

6. touching ....................................................................................................91
6.1. typology of touch 92
6.2. cognition is touching 99
6.3. Summary 114



7. ingesting ..................................................................................................117
7.1. typology of ingestion 117
7.2. cognition is ingesting 123
7.3. Summary 134

8. Breathing .................................................................................................137
8.1. typology of Breath 137
8.2. cognition is breathing 141
8.3. Summary 146

9. moving .....................................................................................................149
9.1. typology of movement 150
9.2. cognition is moving 156
9.3. Summary 170

10. complex metaphors...............................................................................173
10.1. metaphorical extensions 173
10.2. metaphorical Blends 178
10.3. metaphorical clusters 191
10.4. Summary 198

conclusions ....................................................................................................199

Bibliography ...................................................................................................213
ancient Sources index ..................................................................................225
modern authors index .................................................................................245

vi contentS



abbreviations

Primary resources

Abr. Philo, De Abrahamo
Agr. Philo, De agricultura
Plac. galen, De placitis Hippocratis et Platonis (On the Doctrines 

of Hippocrates and Plato)
De an. aristotle, De anima
Eth. nic. aristotle, Ethica nicomachea
Hist. an. aristotle, Historia animalium
Leg. Philo, Legum allegoriae
Metaph. aristotle, Metaphysica (Metaphysics)
P.anastasi Papyrus anastasi
Phaed. Plato, Phaedo
Phaedr. Plato, Phaedrus
Resp. Plato, Respublica (Republic)
Sacr. Philo, De sacrificiis Abelis et Caini
Tim. Plato, Timeaus

Secondary resources

aB anchor Bible
AJSL American Journal of Semitic Languages and Literature
ANET Pritchard, James B., ed. Ancient Near Eastern Texts Relating 

to the Old Testament. 3rd ed. Princeton: Princeton univer-
sity Press, 1969.

AMT Thompson, r. c. Assyrian Medical Texts. london: oxford 
university Press, 1923.

Atlantis Atlantis: Journal of the Spanish Association of Anglo-Ameri-
can Studies

aYB anchor Yale Bible

-vii -



viii aBBreviationS

azTh arbeiten zur Theologie
Betl Bibliotheca ephemeridum Theologicarum lovaniensium
BibInt Biblical Interpretation
Bibint Biblical interpretation Series
BSac Bibliotheca Sacra
BrlJ The Brill reference library of ancient Judaism
BZaW Beihefte zur Zeitschrift für die alttestamentliche Wissen-

schaft
CAD gelb, ignace J., et al., eds. The Assyrian Dictionary of the 

Oriental Institute of the University of Chicago. chicago: The 
oriental institute of the university of chicago, 1956–2006.

cni carsten niebuhr institute
COS Hallo, William W., ed. The Context of Scripture. 3 vols. 

leiden: Brill, 1997–2002.
CurBR Currents in Biblical Research
CurBS Currents in Research: Biblical Studies
ct coffin texts
CT Cuneiform Texts from Babylonian Tablets in the British 

Museum
ecl early christianity and its literature
Frlant Forschungen zur religion und literatur des alten und 

neuen testaments
HKat Handkommentar zum alten testament
HSm Harvard Semitic monographs
HUCA Hebrew Union College Annual
HvTSt HTS Teologiese Studies/Theological Studies
iBc interpretation: a Bible commentary for teaching and 

Preaching
icc international critical commentary
Int Interpretation
JBL Journal of Biblical Literature
JNES Journal of Near Eastern Studies
JQR Jewish Quarterly Review
JSOT Journal for the Study of the Old Testament
JSotSup Journal for the Study of the old testament Supplement 

Series
KAR ebeling, erich, ed. Keilschrifttexte aus Assur religiösen 

Inhalts. lepizig: Hinrichs, 1919–1923. 



aBBreviationS ix

KTU dietrich, manfried, oswald loretz, and Joaquín Sanmartín, 
eds. Die keilalphabetischen Texte aus Ugarit. 2nd ed. mün-
ster: ugarit-verlag, 1995.

lHBotS The library of Hebrew Bible/old testament Studies
lXX Septuagint
Miscelánea Miscelánea: A Journal of English and American Studies
mt masoretic text
oBo orbis biblicus et orientalis
otl old testament library
PHSc Perspectives on Hebrew Scriptures and its contexts
SBlmS Society of Biblical literature monograph Series
SHr Studies in the History of religions
StBiblit Studies in Biblical literature
StdJ Studies on the texts of the desert of Judah
TDOT Botterweck, g. Johannes, Helmer ringgren, and Heinz-

Josef Fabry, eds. Theological Dictionary of the Old Testa-
ment. translated by John t. Willis et al. 15 vols. grand 
rapids: eerdmans, 1974–2006.

UF Ugarit-Forschungen
vat vorderasiatische abteilung tontafel. vorderasiatische 

museum, Berlin
VT Vetus Testamentum
vtSup Supplements to vetus testamentum
WBc Word Bible commentary
Wmant Wissenschaftliche monographien zum alten und neuen 

testament
ZAH Zeitschrift für Althebräistik




