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to cara:
Without your love and prayerful encouragement,

this work could not have been written.

 מה־יפו דדיך אחתי כלה
 מה־טבו דדיך מיין

וריח שמניך מכל־בשמים׃

How beautiful is your love, my sister, my bride!
How much better is your love than wine,

And the fragrance of your perfume than any spice!

(song of songs 4:10)
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Nat. pliny, Natural History
Nat. an. aelian, Nature of Animals
naz. nazir
ned. nedarim
Nub. aristophanes, Clouds
num. rab. numbers rabbah
Od. Homer, Odyssey
Oec. xenophon, Oeconomicus
Paed. clement of alexandria, Christ the Educator
Parth. alcman, Partheneion
pes. pesachim
Qoh. rab. Qoheleth rabbah

xii abbreviations

SBL P
res

s



Rem. am. ovid, Remedia amoris
Resp. plato, Republic
Rhet. aristotle, Rhetoric
Ruf. Jerome, Adversus Rufinum
sanh. sanhedrin
Sat. Juvenal, Satires
Sens. Theophrastus, De sensu
shabb. shabbat
song rab. song of songs rabbah
Symp. xenophon, Symposium
t. tosefta
Taʿan. Taʿanit
Var. hist. aelian, Varia historia
yad. yadayim

secondary resources

AAASH Acta Archaeologica Academiae Scientiarum Hungaricae
aB anchor Bible
AcOr Acta Orientalia
AcT Acta Theologica
acW ancient christian Writers
adFu ausgrabungen der deutschen Forschungsgemeinschaft in 

uruk
adpv abhandlungen des deutschen palästinavereins
AfO Archiv für Orientforschung
afoB archiv für orientforschung: Beiheft
AHw von soden, Wolfram. Akkadisches Handwörterbuch. 3 vols. 

Wiesbaden, 1965–1981.
aIL ancient Israel and Its Literature
AJA American Journal of Archaeology
AJP American Journal of Philology
AJSL American Journal of Semitic Languages and Literature
anBib analecta Biblica
anessup ancient near eastern studies supplement
ANEP pritchard, James B., ed. The Ancient Near East in Pictures 

relating to the Old Testament. 2nd ed. princeton: princeton 
university press, 1994.

 abbreviations xiii

SBL P
res

s



xiv abbreviations

ANET pritchard, James B., ed. Ancient Near Eastern Texts relating 
to the Old Testament. 3rd ed. princeton: princeton univer-
sity press, 1969.

ANF roberts, alexander, and James donaldson, eds. The Ante-
Nicene Fathers: Translations of the Writings of the Fathers 
Down to A.D. 325. 10 vols. 1885–1887. repr., peabody, 
Ma: Hendrickson, 1994.

arBib aramaic Bible
anor analecta orientalia
aoat alter orient und altes testament
ArOr Archiv Orientální
ASJ Acta Sumerologica
ASTI Annual of the Swedish Theological Institute
atd das alte testament deutsch
AuOr Aula Orientalis
ÄWb Hannig, rainer, ed. Ägyptisches Wörterbuch: Mittleres Reich 

und zweite Zwischenzeit. Mainz: von Zabern, 2006.
BA Biblical Archaeologist
Bar British archaeological reports
BASOR Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research
BBet Beiträge zur biblischen exegese und Theologie
BBR Bulletin for Biblical Research
BcotWp Baker commentary on old testament Wisdom and psalms
BdB Brown, Francis, s. r. driver, and charles a. Briggs. A 

Hebrew and English Lexicon of the Old Testament. oxford: 
clarendon, 1907.

BdH La Bible dans l’histoire
BetL Bibliotheca ephemeridum Theologicarum Lovaniensium
BHQ Biblia Hebraica Quinta
Bib Biblica
BibInt Biblical Interpretation
BibInt Biblical Interpretation series
Bibor Biblica et orientalia
BIE Bulletin de l’Institut d’Égypt
BIsneLc Bar-Ilan studies in near eastern Languages and culture
BJs Brown Judaic studies
BKat Biblischer Kommentar, altes testament
BLs Bible and Literature series
BM Beth MiqraSBL P

res
s



 abbreviations xv

BN Biblische Notizen
BO Bibliotheca Orientalis
BRev Bible Review
BSA Bulletin on Sumerian Agriculture
BT Bible Translator
BtcB Brazos Theological commentary on the Bible
Bts Biblical tools and studies
BW The Biblical World
BZar Beihefte zur Zeitschrift für altorientalische und biblische 

rechtsgeschichte
BZaW Beihefte zur Zeitschrift für die alttestamentliche Wissen-

schaft
CAD Gelb, Ignace J., et al. The Assyrian Dictionary of the Oriental 

Institute of the University of Chicago. 21 vols. chicago: ori-
ental Institute of the university of chicago, 1956–2010.

CANE sasson, Jack M, ed. Civilizations of the Ancient Near East. 4 
vols. new york: scribners, 1995.

cB church’s Bible
cBet contributions to Biblical exegesis and Theology
CBQ Catholic Biblical Quarterly
CBW Conversations with the Biblical World
cc continental commentaries
CdE Chronique d’Égypte
CJ Classical Journal
cM cuneiform Monographs
concc concordia commentary
crraI comptes rendus de la rencontre assyriologique Interna-

tionale
cs cistercian studies series
CT Cuneiform Texts from Babylonian Tablets in the British 

Museum
cusas cornell university studies in assyriology and sumerology
daIK deutsches archäologisches Institut, abteilung Kairo
DANE Bienkowski, piotr, and alan Millard, ed. Dictionary of the 

Ancient Near East. philadelphia: university of pennsylva-
nia press, 2000.

dI sefati, yitschak. Love Songs in Sumerian Literature: Criti-
cal Edition of the Dumuzi-Inanna Love Songs. BIsneLc. 
ramat-Gan: Bar-Ilan university, 1998.SBL P

res
s



xvi abbreviations

dJd discoveries in the Judaean desert
DJBA sokoloff, Michael. Dictionary of Jewish Babylonian Ara-

maic. ramat-Gan: Bar-Ilan university, 2003.
DJPA sokoloff, Michael. Dictionary of Jewish Palestinian Ara-

maic. 3rd ed. ramat-Gan: Bar-Ilan university, 2017.
DNWSI Hoftijzer, Jacob, and Karen Jongeling. Dictionary of the 

North-West Semitic Inscriptions. 2 vols. Leiden: Brill, 1995.
DULAT olmo Lete, Gregorio del, and Joaquín sanmartín. A Dic-

tionary of the Ugaritic Language in the Alphabetic Tradition. 
translated and edited by Wilfred G. e. Watson. 3rd ed. 2 
vols. Leiden: Brill, 2015.

ea el-amarna tablets. according to the edition of Jørgen a. 
Knudtzon. Die el-Amarna-Tafeln. Leipzig, 1908–1915.

eBib Études bibliques
ECLT Makaryk, Irena. Encyclopedia of Contemporary Literary 

Theory. toronto: university of toronto press, 1993.
EncJud skolnik, Fred, and Michael Berenbaum, eds. Encyclope-

dia Judaica. 2nd ed. 22 vols. detroit: Macmillan reference 
usa, 2007.

ErIsr Eretz Israel
esv english standard version
eus european university studies
FcB Feminist companion to the Bible
FcBt Feminist commentary on the Babylonian talmud
FotL Forms of old testament Literature
G&H Gender & History
GHb Hannig, rainer, ed. Die Sprache der Pharaonen: Großes 

Handwörterbuch Ägyptisch-Deutsch (2800–950 v. Chr). 
Mainz: von Zabern, 2009.

GKc Kautzsch, emil, ed. Gesenius’ Hebrew Grammar. translated 
by arther e. cowley. 2nd ed. oxford: clarendon, 1910.

HacL History, archaeology, and culture of the Levant
HALOT Koehler, Ludwig, Walter Baumgartner, and Johann J. 

stamm. The Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Tes-
tament. translated and edited under the supervision of 
Mervyn e. J. richardson. 2 vols. Leiden: Brill, 2001.

HAR Hebrew Annual Review
Hdo Handbook der orientalistik
HKat Handkommentar zum alten testamentSBL P

res
s



 abbreviations xvii

HSCP Harvard Studies in Classical Philology
HsM Harvard semitic Monographs
HTR Harvard Theological Review
HUCA Hebrew Union College Annual
IA Iranica Antiqua
IB Buttrick, G. a., et al. Interpreter’s Bible. 12 vols. new york, 

1951–1957.
IEJ Israel Exploration Journal
Int Interpretation
Irt Issues in religion and Theology
IsBL Indiana studies in Biblical Literature
ITQ Irish Theological Quarterly
JA Journal Asiatique
JAAC Journal of Aesthetics and Art Criticism
JAJ Journal of Ancient Judaism
JAOS Journal of the American Oriental Society
JARCE Journal of the American Research Center in Egypt
JBL Journal of Biblical Literature
JCS Journal of Cuneiform Studies
JEA Journal of Egyptian Archaeology
JEMAHS Journal of Eastern Mediterranean Archaeology and Heritage 

Studies
JJS Journal of Jewish Studies
JNES Journal of the Near Eastern Society
JNSL Journal of Northwest Semitic Languages
Joüon Joüon, paul. A Grammar of Biblical Hebrew. translated and 

revised by t. Muraoka. 2nd ed. 2 vols. rome: pontifical 
Biblical Institute, 2006.

JQR Jewish Quarterly Review
JPOS Journal of the Palestine Oriental Society
Jps Jewish publication society
JRAS Journal of the Royal Asiatic Society
JSem Journal for Semitics
JSJ Journal for the Study of Judaism in the Persian, Hellenistic, 

and Roman Periods
Jsntsup Journal for the study of the new testament supplement 

series
JSP Journal for the Study of the Pseudepigrapha
JSOT Journal for the Study of the Old TestamentSBL P

res
s



xviii abbreviations

Jsotsup Journal for the study of the old testament supplement 
series

JSS Journal of Semitic Studies
JTS Journal of Theological Studies
JTSA Journal of Theology for Southern Africa
JTamS Journal of Tamil Studies
KAR ebeling, erich, ed. Keilschrifttexte aus Assur religiosen 

Inhalts. Leipzig: Hinrichs, 1919–1923.
Kat Kommentar zum alten testament
KTU dietrich, Manfried, oswald Loretz, and Joaquín sanmartín, 

eds. Die keilalphabetischen Texte aus Ugarit. Münster: 
ugarit-verlag, 2013.

LaI Library of ancient Israel
Lane Lane, edward W. An Arabic-English Lexicon. 8 vols. 

London: Williams & norgate, 1863. repr., Beirut: Libr. du 
Liban, 1980.

Laos Lepiziger altorientalistische studien
LcL Loeb classical Library
LHBots Library of Hebrew Bible/old testament studies
LsaWs Linguistic studies in ancient West semitic
LsJ Liddell, Henry George, robert scott, and Henry stuart 

Jones. A Greek-English Lexicon. 9th ed. with revised sup-
plement. oxford: clarendon, 1996.

Lxx septuagint
LW Luther’s Works
MdD drower, ethel s., and rudolph Macuch, eds. Mandaic Dic-

tionary. oxford: clarendon, 1963.
MSL Materialien zum sumeriischen Lexikon/Materials for a 

Sumerian Lexicon. 7 vols. rome: pontifical Biblical Insti-
tute, 1937–2004.

Msym Melammu symposium
Mt Masoretic text
NEA Near Eastern Archaeology
NIB Keck, Leander e., ed. The New Interpreter’s Bible. 12 vols. 

nashville: abingdon, 1994–2004.
nIcot new International commentary on the old testament
NIDOTTE vanGemeren, Willem a., ed. New International Diction-

ary of Old Testament Theology and Exegesis. 5 vols. Grand 
rapids: Zondervan, 1997.SBL P

res
s



 abbreviations xix

nIv new International version
nIvac new International version application commentary
NPNF schaff, philip and Henry Wace, eds. A Select Library of 

Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church. 
28 vols. in 2 series. 1886–1889. repr., peabody, Ma: Hen-
drickson, 1994.

nrsv new revised standard version
oB old Babylonian
oBo orbis Biblicus et orientalis
oBt overtures to Biblical Theology
OEAE redford, donald, ed. The Oxford Encyclopedia of Ancient 

Egypt. 3 vols. oxford: oxford university press, 2001.
OEANE Meyers, eric M., ed. The Oxford Encyclopedia of Archae-

ology in the Near East. 5 vols. oxford: oxford university 
press, 1997.

oecI oxford editions of cuneiform Inscriptions
oG old Greek
oL old Latin
OLD Glare, p. G. W., ed. Oxford Latin Dictionary. oxford: clar-

endon, 1982.
OLZ Orientalische Literaturzeitung
oIp oriental Institute publications
Or Orientalia (ns)
ora orientalische religionen in der antike
otL old testament Library
OTP charlesworth, James H., ed. Old Testament Pseudepigra-

pha. 2 vols. new york: doubleday, 1983, 1985.
ots old testament studies
oxy. oxyrhynchus papyri
Parab Parabola
pBs university of pennsylvania, publications of the Babylonian 

section 
PEPP Greene, roland, ed. The Princeton Encyclopedia of Poetry 

and Poetics. 4th ed. princeton: princeton university press, 
2012.

PEQ Palestine Exploration Quarterly
pG Migne, Jacques-paul, ed. patrologia Graeca [= patrologiae 

cursus completus: series Graeca]. 161 vols. paris: Migne, 
1857–1886.SBL P

res
s



xx abbreviations

PMLA Periodical of the Modern Language Association
PRSM Proceedings of the Royal Society of Medicine
ptMs pittsburgh Theological Monograph series
RA revue d’assyriologie et d’archéologie orientale
RB Revue biblique
RdE Revue d’égyptologie
RevQ Revue de Qumrân
RlA ebeling, erich, et al., eds. Reallexikon der Assyriologie. 

Berlin: de Gruyter, 1928–.
RRJ Review of Rabbinic Judaism
saa state archives of assyria 
saas state archives of assyria studies
SAK Studien zur Altägyptischen Kultur
sBLds society of Biblical Literature dissertation series
sBs stuttgarter Bibelstudien
scs septuagint and cognate studies
sHr studies in the History of religions
siphrut siphrut: Literature and Theology of the Hebrew scriptures
SJOT Scandinavian Journal of the Old Testament
SR Studies in Religion
stBibLit studies in Biblical Literature (Lang)
stdJ studies on the texts of the desert of Judah
StOr Studia Orientalia
subBi subsidia Biblica
svtp studia in veteris testamenti pseudepigrapha
SyrLex sokoloff, Michael. A Syriac Lexicon: A Translation from 

the Latin, Correction, Expansion, and Update of C. Brock-
elmann’s Lexicon Syriacum. Winona Lake, In: eisenbrauns; 
piscataway, nJ: Gorgias, 2009.

TAPA  Transactions and Proceedings of the American Philological 
Association

TCL Textes cunéiformes. paris: Musées du Louvre, 1910–.
tcs texts from cuneiform sources
TDOT Botterweck, G. Hohannes, Helmer ringgren, Heinz-Josef 

Fabry, and Holger Gzella. Theological Dictionary of the Old 
Testament. translated by John t. Willis et al. 16 vols. Grand 
rapids: eerdmans, 1974–2018.

totc tyndale old testament commentary
TQ Theologische QuartalschriftSBL P

res
s



 abbreviations xxi

tsaJ texte und studien zum antiken Judentum
TynBul Tyndale Bulletin
uava untersuchungen zur assyriologie und vorderasiatischen 

archäologie
UT Ugaritic Textbook. cyrus H. Gordon. rev. ed. anor 38. 

rome: pontifical Biblical Institute, 1998.
uua uppsala universitetsårskrift
VA Varia Aegyptiaca
vaB vorderasiatische Bibliothek
vat vorderasiatische abteilung tontafel. vorderasiatisches 

Museum, Berlin
VC Vigiliae Christianae
VT Vetus Testamentum
vtsup supplements to vetus testamentum
WÄS  erman, adolf, and Hermann Grapow. Wörterbuch der 

ägyptischen Sprache. 5 vols. Berlin: akademie, 1926–1931.
WBc Word Biblical commentary
WesBibcomp Westminster Bible companion
WvdoG Wissenschaftliche veröffentlichungen der deutsche ori-

ent-Gesellschaft
yJs yale Judaica series
ZAW Zeitschrift für die alttestamentliche Wissenschaft
ZfE Zeitschrift für Ethnologie

other abbreviations

1cs first-person common singular
akk. akkadian
aram. aramaic
fig(s). figure(s)
frag(s). fragment(s)
Heb. Hebrew
ill(s). illustration(s)
pl(s). plate(s); plural
r. recto
rev. revised

SBL P
res

s




