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Foreword

Identifying the Pentateuch’s Priestly Code as an originally independent
source is one of the most prominent and recognized results of historical
biblical scholarship. The success of this hypothesis is due to three basic
observations, which have been described and expressed many times ever
since biblical criticism’s beginnings. First, there are the notable doublets of
certain narrative materials. Second, the theological conception of D19 is
a characteristic of these writings, which, like the first feature of doublets,
is essentially limited to Genesis and the first part of the book of Exodus.
And third, linguistically and theologically peculiar concepts have greatly
supported the identification of Priestly text segments. Particularly striking
is how frequently these first two observations overlap, with traditions of
doublets often using D'1YR terminology in one of the versions;

However, the last forty years have witnessed significant developments
in discussions of the Priestly literature in the Pentateuch. Since the work
of Frank Moore Cross and Rolf Rendtorff, P’s character'as an indepen-
dent source has been questioned, and since the work of Lothar Perlitt and
Thomas Pola, the problem of its literary ending has become increasingly
controversial. In current research, one can no longer presume that the
Priestly texts were a formerly independent source, nor that P extends from
Gen 1 to Deut 34.

Regardless of how one assessesithese debated questions, it remains
true that the response to them will impact one’s model of the Pentateuch’s
composition in fundamental ways. Many foundational judgments regard-
ing the Pentateuch’s development, as well as ancient Israel and Judah’s
history of religion and theology, depend on literary-critical assessments
of the Priestly texts4Bothithe older and newer documentary hypotheses
have considered it the Grundschrift of the Pentateuch, and some more
recent approaches torthe Pentateuch’s composition argue that it either
inaugurates or at least propagates the canonical portrait of a transition
from the ancestfal to the exodus narratives. The Priestly Code is thus at
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the center of crucial literary-historical theories about the formation of the
Hebrew Bible.

Whether one maintains, abandons, or modifies the hypothesis of the
Priestly Code, the essays in this volume offer observations and arguments
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