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Preface 
 
 
 
During the past three decades the book of Zechariah has received increasing at-
tention within the Hebrew Bible guild. This was due no doubt to the appearance 
of the influential commentaries of Eric and Carol Meyers as well as David Pe-
tersen beginning in the 1980s, but also to the increasing focus on the Persian pe-
riod in historical and biblical scholarship. Research during this period has been 
diverse, focusing on the composition, the structure, and the reception of this an-
cient text and all points in between. The guild has been witness to a shift from 
dominantly diachronic methodologies to a diversity of diachronic, synchronic and 
a-chronic approaches, reflecting a (con)fusion of modern, postmodern and even 
premodern sensibilities.  

It was the book of Zechariah that provided me a fresh direction for research 
after spending my doctoral years focusing nearly all my attention on Ezra–Nehe-
miah. My dissertation on Neh 9 ended by giving attention to connections between 
that penitential prayer and Zech 7–8. Little did I realize that this conclusion was 
my invitation to two decades of focused attention on this “post-exilic” prophet. 
Shifting to Zechariah provided me a new challenge to engage deeply with a dif-
ferent genre and tradition (prophetic), but also the opportunity to build on my 
newfound knowledge of the Persian period. It was a perfect time to enter into the 
study of Zechariah since there was a growing community of scholars with whom 
I could converse, dialogue, and debate.  

During these two decades of work I have written two commentaries and in 
the process have sought to test my ideas in the Hebrew Bible scholarly guild. As 
I look back I can discern two major streams in my research. On the one hand, I 
have pursued the question of the composition of the book of Zechariah and the 
limits of the literary activity related to this prophet and his tradition. On the other 
hand, I have continued the line of research that I began in my doctoral work, in-
vestigating the presence of inner biblical allusions within Zechariah and the im-
pact of these allusions on the reading of the prophetic book. In the present two 
volumes I have brought together several articles that have been published in var-
ious literary contexts (journals, collected volumes) or presented at scholarly con-
ferences in which I tested my ideas among learned colleagues. Drawing them to-
gether into one collection hopefully will help scholars identify the basis, trace the 
trajectory, and engage the conclusions to which I have arrived after two decades 
of working with the text of Zechariah.  
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This first volume focuses on the composition of Zechariah.1 When I began 
studying Zechariah the compositional focus was largely focused on the develop-
ment of the book of Zechariah on its own and in relationship to the book of Hag-
gai. The reigning consensus was that Zech 1–8 was distinct from Zech 9–14 and 
that Haggai was probably related either in tradition or redaction to Zech 1–8. But 
soon there was great attention given to the relationship between Zech 1–8 and 
Zech 9–14, between Zechariah and Haggai and Malachi, and to the placement of 
Zechariah within the Book of the Twelve. These shifts can be observed in my own 
body of work over these decades, and this volume provides me an opportunity to 
retrace some of my arguments and present them in a logical though not always 
historical order. At times I lay a foundation in one chapter and then take it further 
in the next, providing more evidence and teasing out the implications in greater 
ways. There will be some repetition, but in general each piece is distinct. I have 
also slightly revised the articles to fit into their new literary context and where 
necessary to align them with the later development in my thought, but most of the 
material is drawn verbatim from my earlier works cited at the outset of each chap-
ter.2  

My personal agenda for gathering scholars together for the sessions and even-
tually the edited book Bringing Out the Treasure was related to having arrived at 
Zech 9 in researching and writing a commentary and having no idea what to do 
with this material. Michael Floyd was gracious enough to join me on this venture 
as we drew together key scholars in Europe and North America who had worked 
or were presently working on Zech 9–14. This reveals how important the aca-
demic guild has been to me throughout my career to this point. I have found 
among other scholars a place to test my ideas, but more importantly to learn and 
be stretched and to remain accountable for my continued progress. Within the 
footnotes of Exploring Zechariah you will find many names of those who have 
impacted my scholarship, whether I agree with their conclusions or not. These 
people include both the great cloud of witnesses who have researched and written 
in decades past, but also those who are presently engaged in research. What a 
privilege we have to enjoy relationships while pursuing the academic love of our 
lives. I want to single out one particular individual within the guild who has been 
a faithful colleague along the way, not only through his superb work in editing a 

                                                 
1 For a similar preface but providing an overview of the second volume, see the preface to 
Exploring Zechariah: Volume 2—The Development and Role of Biblical Traditions in 
Zechariah.  
2 When a chapter appeared in an earlier Festschrift I have removed specific reference to the 
honoree in the body of the text (though noted in the first footnote) so as not to distract from 
the argument. Of course, I mean no disrespect by this and still do fully honor and appreciate 
the colleague to which it was dedicated.  
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volume on Ezra–Nehemiah with me, but also through his insightful academic 
work which provided a basis for my own and motivated me to pursue key ques-
tions on the book of Zechariah. I dedicate this first volume of Exploring Zechariah 
to Paul Redditt for his faithful and humble service to the guild and in particular 
his insights into the editorial process underlying the book of Zechariah.  

I want to express my thanks to the Society of Biblical Literature ANEM edi-
torial board for accepting these two volumes into their innovative and important 
series. I have appreciated Alan Lenzi for his guidance through the publication 
process and Nicole Tilford for help with copyediting and layout. Thanks espe-
cially goes to Alexander C. Stewart, my graduate assistant, who spent considera-
ble time in the initial and final stages adapting these disparate essays into a usable 
form for publication. Much of the research for the articles within this volume was 
supported by a generous grant from the Canadian Government’s Social Sciences 
and Humanities Research Council. This grant allowed me to test my ideas at var-
ious guild events and support research assistance for these articles, and for this 
support I am deeply thankful. Also I want to express my thanks to the Senate and 
Board of McMaster Divinity College for providing the freedom during a research 
leave to bring this volume together. Finally, I deeply appreciate the many publish-
ing houses and journals who have granted me permission to republish these many 
essays in slightly revised form in this volume. I have noted the original place of 
publication at the outset of each essay. There have been some revisions to these 
essays, partly to bring the text into line with Society of Biblical Literature ANEM 
style, but also small corrections and revisions relevant to the new literary place of 
these articles in this volume. I have kept these to a minimum. My hope is that this 
volume will provide some insight into my approach to the development of Zech-
ariah and its place within the Twelve.  

Ego ex eorum numero me esse profiteor qui scribunt proficiendo, et 
scribendo proficient. 

(Augustine, Epistle 143,2, via Jean Calvin) 
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