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PROLOGUE

A JOURNEY OF SELF-DISCOVERY

No man is an Iland, intire of itselfe; every man is a peece of the Continent, a
part of the mained; if a Clod bee washed away by the Sea, Europe is the lesse,
as well as if a Promontorie were, as well as if a Manor of thy friends or of thine
owne were; any mans death diminishes me, because [ am involved in Mankinde;
And therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls; It tolls for thee.
John Donne

Ezekiel 25-32 possesses a rich tapestry of imagery of foreign nations. These
eight chapters of prophecies paint a lush landscape, in which all sorts of an-
cient nations come to life. Here, Ammon and Moab scorn and taunt; Edom
and Philistia execute vengeance; the beautiful Tyre, decorated.with merchan-
dise from many countries, proudly possesses all her splendor and.glory, but is
ultimately destroyed by the east wind and overthrown'inte’oblivion; and the
monstrous Egypt, comparable to a tall cosmic treesoma, ferocious lion, finally
enters a shameful fate in the netherworld with thefuncircumcised and the
pierced.

This collection of prophecies withinnthe book of Ezekiel belongs to the
literary terrain of the so-called Oracles against the Nations (OAN). Concerned
with the mystical past, disputed present; and oft-disastrous future of the spe-
cifically named nations other than Israel and Judah, the OAN sprawl over the
Latter Prophets. These texts, as in Isa 13=23, Jer 46—51, Ezek 25-32, Amos
1-2, Zeph 2-3, and Zech 9, appear as a collection within the prophetic books.
Sometimes, they occupy the entire prophetic book, as is the case with Nahum
and Obadiah, which indict Nineveh and Edom respectively. The OAN in no
way represent @ specific Gattung or genre, and the content often plays a far
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more important role than the form in defining the OAN.! This is because the
OAN display diverse structures and forms, be it a proof-saying,? an invitation
to flight or flee,* a dirge (72°p),* or an utterance (xiwn).> They comprise a sig-
nificant percentage of word count, covering 13.6 percent of the corpus of the
Latter Prophets.® If one would include all doom passages against the nations,
including Isa 34, Ezek 35, 38-39, and Joel 4, the percentage would probably
increase to 1520 percent.” That is to say, nearly a fifth of the Latter Prophets
would consist of the OAN.

Despite its statistical prominence in the Hebrew Bible, Fechter rightly
acknowledges that the OAN in general remain an alien or unfamiliar acre in

! For this consensus, see B. Huwyler, Jeremia und die Vélker: Untersuchungen zu
den Volkerspriichen in Jeremia 46—49, FAT 20 (Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1997), 2;
R. Albertz, Die Exilszeit: 6. Jahrhundert v. Chr., Biblische Enzyklopédie 7 (Stuttgart:
Kohlhammer, 2001), 145-46; D. L. Christensen, The Transformations of the War
Oracle in Old Testament Prophecy: Studies in the Oracles against the Nations, HDR
3 (Missoula: Scholars Press, 1975), 1; A. Hagedorn, Die Anderen im Spiegel: Israels
Auseinandersetzung mit den Vélkern in den Biichern Nahum, Zefanja, Obadja und Joel,
BZAW 414 (Berlin: de Gruyter, 2011), 11; B. C. Jones, Howling over Moab: Irony
and Rhetoric in Isaiah 15-16, SBLDS 157 (Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1996), 56-57.

2 E.g., Amos 1-2; Ezek 25; 26:1-6, which usually include a reason forjjudgment
and a statement of judgment. Cf. J. B. Geyer, “Mythology and Culture in the Oracles
against the Nations,” VT 36 (1986): 129-45, here 130-32.

3 This form is typical of the Jeremianic oracles. The invitations to flee include Jer
48:6-8, 28; 49:8, 30; 50:8-10; 51:6, 45. The invitations torfight.include Jer 46:3—6,
9-10; 49:14-15, 28-29, 31-33; 50:14-15, 16, 21-23, 26-27,29-30; 51:3—-4, 11-12,
27-29. See also Isa 13:2; 21:2b, 5b; Jer 5:10; 6:4-6; Hos 5:8; Joel 4:9-12, 13; Mic
4:13; Obad 1. For more details, see R. Bachy.Die Aufforderungen zur Flucht und zum
Kampf im alttestamentlichen Prophetenspruch, WMANT 9 (Neukirchen: Neukirche-
ner Verlag, 1962), 15-22, 51-69.

4E.g., Ezek 27; 28; 32. Cf. the “n indsa 14.

S E.g., Nah 1:1; Hab 1:1; Zech 9:1, but especially in Isa 13-23 (e.g., 13:1; 14:28;
15:1; 17:1; 19:1; 21:1, 11, 13; 22:1; 23:1). The texts to which &n is attached display
a diversity of styles and structures. For more explications, see B. B. Margulis, “Studies
in the Oracles against:ithe Nations” (PhD diss., Brandeis University, 1966), 200-222;
G. H. Jones, “An{Examination of'Some Leading Motifs in the Prophetic Oracles
against Foreign Nations” (PhD.diss., University of Wales, 1970), 50-55; Jones, Howl-
ing, 62-76.

¢ P. R{Raabe, “Why Prophetic Oracles against the Nations?” in Fortunate the Eyes
That See: Essays in Honor of David Noel Freedman in Celebration of His Seventieth
Birthday, ed. A. B. Beck et al. (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1995), 236.

7 Ibid., 23637
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the wider landscape of biblical scholarship.® On one level, none of these texts
appears as part of a liturgical reading or sermon in churches. On another level,
they rarely feature in a biblical course taught at a tertiary institution. Fechter
thus questions if the exclusion of this large part of the biblical traditions is
executed with justice. Independent of Fechter’s study, Boadt comes to a sim-
ilar conclusion: “Rarely does the commentator integrate the oracles against
the nations into a summary of the prophet’s theology.”® Their observations are
indeed justified when Westermann’s classic study entitled Grundformen pro-
phetischer Rede dedicates only one out of 149 pages to the biblical OAN, so
that the reader gets the impression that the corpus is not part of the original
prophetic judgment or that it is an insignificant part of the prophetic books in
general.!® A later period has witnessed the writing of one English dissertation
on Ezek 25-32 completed by Strong (1993) and the publication of a German
monograph on Ezekiel’s OAN composed by Premstaller (2005).!! Still, their
studies do not alleviate the general indifference shown toward this corpus
within the book of Ezekiel. This neglect is amply demonstrated when
Schmid’s introduction to the book of Ezekiel in the recently published T&T
Clark Handbook of the Old Testament (2006, Eng. 2012) barely mentions the
collection of the OAN.!2

Even if references are made to the OAN, commentators generally assume
the corpus’ vitriolic tone and nationalistic spirit. Having compared the OAN

8F. Fechter, Bewdltigung der Katastrophe: Untersuchungen(zu ausgewdhlten
Fremdvélkerspriichen im Ezechielbuch, BZAW 208 (Berlin: de Gruyter, 1992), 1, n.
2.

° L. Boadt, “Rhetorical Strategies in Ezekiel’s Oracles of Judgment,” in Ezekiel
and His Book: Textual and Literary Criticism and Their Interrelation, ed. J. Lust;
BETL 74 (Leuven: Leuven University Press, 1986), 196.4This isolated status of the
OAN is also observed by P. C. Beentjes, “Oracles(against the Nations, a Central Issue
in the ‘Later Prophets,”” Bijdr 50 (1989):204-5.

10 He characterizes the OAN in the/Hebrew Bible,simply as the judgment procla-
mation to Israel’s enemy. C. Westermann, Grundformen Prophetischer Rede, 5th ed.,
BEvT 31 (Miinchen: Kaiser, 1978), 147-48.

11J. T. Strong, “Ezekiel’s Oracles against the Nations within the Context of His
Message” (PhD diss., Union Theological Seminary of Virginia, 1993); V. Premstaller,
Fremdvélkerspriiche des Ezechielbuches, FB 104 (Wiirzburg: Echter, 2005).

12 This neglect of-the OAN,is despite the fact that the author of the introduction
acknowledges that “the book of Ezekiel is widely and correctly considered the most
tightly structured prophetic book of the Old Testament” (452). For the introduction,
see K. Schmid; “The Book of'Ezekiel,” in T&T Clark Handbook of the Old Testament,
ed.J. C. Gertz et al., trans.dJ. Adams- MaBmann (New York: T&T Clark International,
2012), 451-65¢This textbook first appeared in 2006 in German as Grundinformation
Altes Testament: Eine Einfiihrung in Literatur, Religion und Geschichte des Alten Tes-
taments, ed. JoC«Gertz et al. (Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht, 2006).
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in Jer 46—51 with the rest of the prophetic book, Schwally claims that YHWH
in the OAN section appears thoroughly as the “Rachegott,” which is an image
incompatible with the compassionate and merciful God portrayed elsewhere
in the book."? Pfeiffer famously condemns all OAN in the Hebrew Bible as
“ardently nationalistic and fanatically intolerant.”'* Even in an attempt to re-
deem the moral reading of Nahum, Nysse still issues a pessimistic assessment:
“The oracles against the nations are not safe to read, and no amount of expla-
nation can make them so.”!’ In short, these oracles in the Hebrew Bible are
either blatantly ignored or deeply feared.

Looking beyond this sense of alienation and estrangement, this study ex-
plores one important dimension of Ezek 25-32, which has not yet received
sustained attention: Ezekiel 25—32 highlights the commonality between Judah
and the nations, by deploying the doom oracles of the nations as the implicit
pronouncements concerning the dispossession of the Judean land, the destruc-
tion of the Jerusalem temple and priesthood, and the demise of Judah.

To justify this argument, I will examine the concrete lexical features of
Ezek 25-32, taking into consideration both the diachronic (temporal) and syn-
chronic (spatial) aspects of the features. That is to say, this study will pay
attention to the synchronic space occupied by the literary features used to con-
struct the imagery of Ammon, Moab, Edom, Philistia, Tyre, and Egypt in Ezek
25-32. At the same time, the study will explore the possible textual allusions
to Judah or the pre-exilic house of Israel embedded in the lexemes used in
Ezek 25-32. A more detailed explication of how the synchronic and dia-
chronic aspects of the texts aid in a deeper appreciation of the rhetorical im-
pacts created by the texts will be found in Chapter One.

The subsequent chapters deal with the focal texts for examination, includ-
ing the oracles against Transjordan and Philistia in Ezek 25, the dirges against
Tyre in chapter 26-28, and the prophecies against Egypt‘in chapters 29-32.
The goal is not to deal with every facet of all these ofacles, but to pay attention
to the major literary allusions embedded. in Ezekiel’sStOAN that have received
less sustained attention, to highlight'the unstable.boundary between Judah and

13 F. Schwally, “Die Reden des Buches Jeremia gegen die Heiden XXV, XLVI-
LL” ZAW 8 (1888): 177-217, esp. 204: “In'46 bis 49 dagegen tritt Jahve durchgehends
als Rachegott auf, welcher die Heiden unabanderlichem Untergang geweiht hat.” In
comparison with the other materials concerning foreign nations such as Isa 15, 16, 24,
Obadiah, and Ezek 25=32, 38=39, Schwally claims that Jeremiah’s OAN share char-
acteristics with the OAN found iin other prophetic books (207—13). Subsequently,
Schwally passes the judgment that Jeremiah’s OAN, like the other OAN in the Hebrew
Bible, are more. likely to be late, postexilic, and spurious.

14R. H. Pfeiffer, Introduction to the Old Testament (New York: Harper, 1941),
443.

5 R. W. Nysse, “Keeping Company with Nahum: Reading the Oracles against the
Nations as Scripture,” WW 15 (1995): 412—19, here 412.
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the nations in these passages, and to emphasize their common characteristics
and shared judgment.

Chapter Two examines Ezek 25, which inaugurates a series of prophecies
against the nations in the middle of the prophetic book. I will argue that this
chapter with prophecies against Transjordan and Philistia contains an oblique
judgment against the land of Judah. The lexical features of the oracles in Ezek
25, such as “possession” (7w7m) and “the glory of the land” (yaX *2x) are
linked to the traditions related to the Promised Land. The language of judg-
ment applied to the nations reflects knowledge of the divine punishments ap-
plied to Jerusalem in Ezek 14 and 24. Taken as a whole, the dispossession of
the neighboring countries in chapter 25 implicitly affirms the dispossession of
the territory of the kingdom of Judah.

Chapter Three centers on the two dirges lifted up over Tyre in Ezek 27 and
28. It will be argued that these dirges reveal extensive connections to the tra-
ditions related to the Israelite sanctuary and priesthood pictured in Exod 28,
39, numerous passages of 1 Kings and 2 Chronicles, as well as Ezek 16. With
the sudden downfall of Tyre and its ruler in the two dirges, the common lex-
emes are contextualized in a way that brings suspense, anxiety, and apprehen-
sion toward the fate of Jerusalem’s cultic sphere.

From Chapter Four comes an analysis of the portrayals of Egypt and Phar-
aoh in Ezek 29-32. It will be argued that the lexical features of the oracles
against Egypt allude to various historical alliances between Egypt and Judah.
The lexemes are contextualized in the Egypt oracles in an indireectymanner, not
only to announce the shared exile, destruction, and demise of Egyptiand Judah,
but also to anticipate the future restoration of Israel as_asnation with Egypt
being kept at bay.

The dispossession of the land of Judah, the destruction of the First Temple,
and the demise of the kingdom of Judah, weaved/ntricatelyinto Ezek 25, 26—
28, and 29-32 respectively, elicit response and counter-response in later lay-
ers of the book of Ezekiel. Chapter Five thus movesibeyond Ezek 25-32 and
places the attention on the surrounding literary contexts of Ezek 2532, which
include the chronological markers in 24:1 and 33:21, as well as the Seir and
the Gog oracles in chapters 35 and 38<39. Representing later editorial activi-
ties within the book of Ezekiel, they intetpret chapters 25-32 in two directions.
One chooses to reinforce the oblique judgment focus by framing Ezek 25-32
with the chronological formulas that accentuate the siege and fall of Jerusalem.
Another selects, adapts, andireconfigures the lexical features found in Ezek
25-32, in order to polarize the fate of the nations with that of the restored
house of Isracl. The aim of this polarization is to herald hope and salvation
for the houise of Israel.

The Epiloguetwill return to examine the accusations, which have been
mentioned in the Prologue, and which judge all the OAN as vitriolic, xeno-
phobic, intolerant, particularistic, unsafe to read, and thus best to be ignored.
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How should we respond to such challenges in reading the biblical texts? Do

Ezekiel’s OAN really lend themselves to such criticisms? Let us then begin
the quest for answers in the subsequent chapters.

QY
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