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Explore the meaning and effects of weeping in ancient texts

David A. Bosworth draws on scientific research on weeping to understand 
references to a petitioner’s tears in biblical and other ancient Near Eastern prayers. 
Drawing from Hebrew and Akkadian texts, Bosworth illustrates how weeping 
reflects helplessness and being overwhelmed with emotion as well as how tears 
often motivate others to help. Because people turn to prayer at times of extreme 
distress, weeping and prayer may reinforce one another as strategies to move the 
deity to offer assistance. For example, when prayers that mention weeping assume 
that the deity is angry, tears function as part of calming divine wrath. Bosworth’s 
substantive engagement with the sciences demonstrates how scientific scholarship 
can enhance humanities research and vice versa.

Features:
• A theory of prayer drawn from scientific studies of emotion regulation
• Corpus-based research that permits analysis of the distribution of the weeping 

motif in diverse genres
• Substantive comparisons between biblical and Mesopotamian prayers without 

treating either as secondary or collapsing their differences

David A. Bosworth is Associate Professor of Old Testament at The Catholic 
University of America. His book Infant Weeping in Akkadian, Hebrew, and Greek 
Literature (2016) along with articles on Jeremiah, Lamentations, and prayer form 
part of a research project investigating the function of weeping in ancient texts.

PURCHASES, EXAM AND DESK COPIES:  REQUEST REVIEW COPIES FROM:
SBL Press Customer Service    SBL Press  
P.O. Box 2243, Williston, VT 05495    Heather McMurray, Sales Manager
Phone: 802-864-6185  / 877-725-3334 (toll-free)  825 Houston Mill Road, Suite 350, Atlanta, GA 30329 
Fax: 802-864-7626      Phone: 404-727-3096
Email: sblpressorders@aidcvt.com    Email: heather.mcmurray@sbl-site.org
Web: www.sbl-site.org/publications   

February 2019, 184 pages
Ancient Near East 
Monographs 24

Paperback $29.95
ISBN 9781628372359
Hardcover $44.95
ISBN 9780884143505
eISBN 9780884143512


