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FOREWORD

The editor of this series, Prof. Dr. Walter Dietrich, was of great assistance in
the realization of this work with his critical notes and suggestions. I owe spe-
cial thanks to him, as well as to Dr. Stefan Walchli and Licentiate Alois Greiler
for their careful proofreading and linguistic revisions of my German text.

This book is dedicated with love to my children, Miriam and Johan, who,
along with their mother, suffered a bit “from the Assyrian crisis”

Lubbeek, June 1997 Antoon Schoors
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TIMELINE

Nearly all the sketches of ancient Near Eastern chronology differ from one
another, even the ones in the individual volumes of the Biblical Encyclopedia
series. The dates in this volume take the following timetables as a basis.

Judah Israel Assyria Egypt
Jotham (2-742) Zechariah and
Shallum (745)
Menahem (745-736)
Tiglath-pileser III

(744-727)
Ahaz (742-727)
Pekahiah (736-735)
Pekah (735-732)
Hoshea (732-723)
Hezekiah (727-698) Shalmaneser V
(727-722)
fall of Samaria (722)  Sargon II (722-705) Shabaka
(712-698)
Merodach-Baladan
(Babylon; 721-
710; 703)
Sennacherib
(705-681)
Sennacherib’s cam- Shebitku
paign (701) (698-690)
Manasseh (697-642) Taharqa
(690-671)
Esarhaddon
(680-669)
Ashurbanipal
(668-627)

Amon (642-640)
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Forschungen zur Religion und Literatur des Alten und Neuen
Testaments

Forschung zur Bibel

Grundrisse zum Alten Testament

Ludwig Kohler and Walter Baumgartner. The Hebrew and
Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament. Rev. by Walter
Baumgartner and J. J. Stamm. Translated and edited under
the supervision of M. E. J. Richardson. 5 vols. Leiden: Brill,
1994-2000.

Hebrew Annual Review

Handbuch zum Alten Testament

Handkommentar zum Alten Testament

Hebrew Union College Annual

The Interpreter’s Bible. Edited by G. A. Buttrick et al. 12 vols.
Nashville: Abingdon, 1953-1957.

International Critical Commentary

Israel Exploration Journal

Interpretation

Journal of the American Oriental Society

Journal of Biblical Literature

Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society

Journal of Near Eastern Studies

Journal of Northwest Semitic Languages

Journal of Semitics

Journal for the Study of the Old Testament

Journal for the Study of the Old Testament Supplement Series
Kanaandische und aramdische Inschriften. Edited by Herbert
Donner and Wolfgang Rollig. 2nd ed. Wiesbaden: Harras-
sowitz, 1962-1964.



KAT
KHC
LTK
MdB
NCB
NEchtB
NedTT
NICOT
NKZ
OBO
OIP
OLP
OrAnt
OTL
OT™M
OTS
POT
RB
RevScRel
RHPR
SBLDS
SBLMS
SBS
ScEs
ScrHier
SjoT
SEA
SHANE
ST

TA]
TGI

ThB
ThWAT

TLZ
TOTC
TP
TRE

ABBREVIATIONS xiii

Kommentar zum Alten Testament

Kurzer Handcommentar zum Alten Testament

Lexikon fiir Theologie und Kirche

Le Monde de la Bible

New Century Bible

Neue Echter Bibel

Nederlands theologisch tijdschrift

New International Commentary on the Old Testament
Neue kirchliche Zeitschrift

Orbis biblicus et orientalis

Oriental Institute Publications

Orientalia lovaniensia periodica

Oriens Antiquus

Old Testament Library

Old Testament Message

Oudtestamentische Studien

De Prediking van het Oude Testament

Revue biblique

Revue des sciences religieuses

Revue d’histoire et de philosophie religieuses

Society of Biblical Literature Dissertation Series

Society of Biblical Literature Monograph Series
Stuttgarter Bibelstudien

Science et Esprit

Scripta Hierosolymitana

Scandinavian Journal of the Old Testament

Svensk exegetisk drsbok

Studies in the History of the Ancient Near East

Studia theologica

Tel Aviv Journal of the Institute of Archaeology

Textbuch zur Geschichte Israels. Edited by Kurt Galling. 2nd
ed. Tiibingen: Mohr Siebeck, 1968.

Theologische Biicherei

Theologisches Worterbuch zum Alten Testament. Edited by
G. J. Botterweck and H. Ringgren. Stuttgart: Kohlhammer,
1970-.

Theologische Literaturzeitung

Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries

Theologie und Philosophie

Theologische Realenzyklopdidie. Edited by Gerhard Krause and
Gerhard Miiller. 36 vols. Berlin: de Gruyter, 1976-2004.

-Xiii-



Xiv

TRu
TTZ
TUAT

VA

UF

VD

VF

VT
VTSup
WBC
WMANT

ZAW
ZBK
ZDMG
ZDPV
ZTK

ABBREVIATIONS

Theologische Rundschau

Trierer theologische Zeitschrift

Texte aus der Umwelt des Alten Testaments. Edited by Otto
Kaiser. 3 vols.; Giitersloh: Mohn, 1982-1997.

Theologische Zeitschrift

Ugarit-Forschungen

Verbum domini

Verkiindigung und Forschung

Vetus Testamentum

Supplements to Vetus Testamentum

Word Biblical Commentary

Wissenschaftliche Monographien zum Alten und Neuen Tes-
tament

Zeitschrift fiir die alttestamentliche Wissenschaft

Ziircher Bibelkommentare

Zeitschrift der Deutschen Morgenlindischen Gesellschaft
Zeitschrift des Deutschen Paldstina-Vereins

Zeitschrift fur Theologie und Kirche



e Damascus

Abel-beth-
maacah

Tyre

. L]
Megiddo  jezrgel Ramoth-ilead
o Ramoth-gilea

LJ
Taanach  Beth-shean

.
Jabesh-gilead

MANASSEH

Tirzah o

..
Samaria

Jabbok

EPHRAIM .AMMON
Bethel [a] Jazer e Rabbath-Ammon
L]
. <
Gezer  Mizpah® ° . o
Qq ° ) NJP\N\\N Jericho
Ekron, V BEN e Gibean
Ashdod o Jerusalem
. . B.eth—shemesh . eMadeba
&\V' Gath Azekah Bethlehem
L JUDAH
® | achish * Hebron < Dibon

e Aroer

En-gedi

Beer-sheba o

Kir-Moab

EDOM

Palestine in the Iron Age

-XV-




ACKNOWLEDGMENTS FOR FIGURES

Fig. 1. After Yohanan Aharoni, Beer-Sheba I: Excavations at Tel Beer-Sheba,
1969-1971 Seasons (Tel Aviv: University Institute of Archaeology, 1973),
71.

Figs. 2 and 10. © Trustees of the British Museum.

Figs. 3, 4, 6, 7, and 8. After Helga Weippert, Paldstina in vorhellenistischer Zeit
(Handbuch der Archiologie, Vorderasien 2.1; Munich: Beck 1988), (3)
590; (4) 592; (6) 602; (7) 630; (8) pl. 19.

Fig. 5. After Volkmar Fritz, “Die eisenzeitliche Stadt auf dem Tell es-Seba’ im
Negev;,” Antike Welt 9.4 (1978): 28.

Fig. 9. From David Ussishkin, The Conquest of Lachish by Sennacherib (Tel
Aviv: Institute of Archaeology, 1982), 88-89. Drawing by Judith Dekel.

-XVi-



	Contents
	Foreword
	Timeline
	Abbreviations
	Map: Palestine in the Iron Age
	Acknowledgments for Figures
	I. The Biblical Depiction of the Period
	II. The History of the Era
	III. The Literature of the Era
	IV. The Theological Significance of the Era
	Index of Names
	Index of Authors
	Index of Subjects
	Index of Biblical References



