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Acts Pil. Acts of Pilate

Adv. Jud. Tertullian, Against the Jews
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ALD Aramaic Levi Document
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Apoc. Ezra Apocalypse of Ezra

Apoc. Sedr. Apocalypse of Sedrach

Apos. Con. Apostolic Constitutions and Canons
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ArBib
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Bar
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Cambr.

CD
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Comm. Jo.
Contempl.
Dial.

Eccl. Hist.
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G (or LXX)
G

GenAp
Gen. Rab.
Geogr.

H
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Hell.

Hist.
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LXX (or G)
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Pliny the Elder, Natural History

Pietersma, Albert, and Benjamin G. Wright, eds. A
New English Translation of the Septuagint. Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2007.

Old Greek

Old Latin

Paris Manuscript
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Edgar, C. C., O. Guéraud, and.P Jouguet, eds. Zenon
Papyri: Catalogue général des antiquités égyptiennes
du Musée du,Caire.’5 vols."Cairo: Fouad, 1925-1940.
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Somn. Philo, De somniis
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Thuc. Dionysius of Halicarnassus, De Thucydide
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\Y% Vaticanus
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The Story of a Scholar:
The Life and Academic Legacy of Peter W. Flint

Kyung S. Baek and Andrew B. Perrin

Continually engaged in the study of Torah, day and night ...
—1QS 6:6-7

1. Introduction

Like many Festschriften, the present volume began in hushed conversa-
tions out of earshot from its honoree. In the fall 0of 2013, plans were made to
organize, edit, and present a collection of essays by students and colleagues
to Professor Peter Flint. As is also the case with many Festschriften, such
secrets are difficult to keep. As his sixty-fifth birthday neared™(21 Janu-
ary 2016), the editors disclosed to Peter that the volum@was in the works
and could be expected to appear in the year ahead inene of his favorite
series, Early Judaism and Its Literature. Peter wasthonored@nd grateful to
hear that this celebratory volume was well under#way: A moment that at
first seemed like a spoiled surprise was in zetrospecta‘true blessing. When
the shocking news of Peter’s passing on 3 November 2016 came, we as
editors found a small comfort in knowing that he did not leave us with-
out a knowledge of this project homoring his life work. As the complete
bibliography of Peter’s contributionsin, the appendix attests, his research
made a lasting impact on both the academic and public knowledge on
the Dead Sea Scrolls, Septuagint,Hebrew Bible, and the Second Temple
background of New Testamentiwritings. Not unlike the model of commu-
nity and scribal enceunters with Scripture noted above in an excerpt from
the Community Rule, Peter was truly a scholar continually engaged in the
study of Scripture at'all times.

Thistpreface 'proceeds with two sections setting the context and
direction ofstheFestschrift and memorial volume. First, a short synopsis

-1-
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of Peter’s life and work is presented, drawing on details and samplings
from the many memorial notes and eulogies published or delivered in
the months after his passing. Second, an overview of the structure of the
volume and a necessarily brief summary of its twenty-seven individual
contributions is provided to give a sense of the whole.

2. A Biographical Sketch of the Life and Career of Peter W. Flint

Peter William Flint was born on 21 January 1951, in Johannesburg,
South Africa, and passed away on 3 November 2016, in Langley, British
Columbia, Canada. He was not only a renowned biblical scholar but also a
dedicated son, husband, father, and grandfather.!

As the eldest of three sons, he was a hardworking student. He gradu-
ated from the University of Witwatersrand in Johannesburg with a BA
(1972) and Teacher’s Higher Education Diploma (1973). From the Uni-
versity of South Africa in Pretoria, he earned an Honors BA (cum laude)
in Classical Hebrew (1979) and an MA shortly thereafter (1983). Peter’s
studies at the University of Notre Dame allowed him to fulfill his dream of
working on the Dead Sea Scrolls, which resulted in a second MA (1990)
and then a PhD (1993) in Old Testament and Second Temple Judaism.
His doctoral dissertation, directed by Eugene Ulrich, entitled“The Dead
Sea Psalms Scrolls and the Book of Psalms,” was revised and subsequently
published in 1997 (Leiden: Brill).

Education ran through Peter’s blood. His teaching,eareer commenced
in high schools and colleges in Johannesburg, Soweto, and'Umtata. Later,
he was appointed Assistant Professor of Bible and Biblical Languages at
the University of Transkei (1984-1987). Eollowing.the completion of his
doctoral studies at Notre Dame, he was\appointed Associate Professor of
Biblical Studies at Southwestern‘College in Phoenix, Arizona (1993-1995).
Around this time, Craig Evans wassowing the seeds for Qumran research
at Trinity Western University in Langley, British Columbia, Canada. In
1995, Peter Flint and¢Martin Abegg were hired in tandem and took up
positions as Associate Professorsyof Religious Studies. In the years that

1. This historical section primarily follows the memorial note by Robert J. V.
Hiebert, /Peter W. Flint,’JJSCS (forthcoming). For additional reflections on Peter’s
life and academic work see those by Andrew B. Perrin, “Remembering Peter W. Flint
(1951-2016),” RevQ 28 (2016): 153-55; and Martin Abegg, “Peter W. Flint (1951-
2016),” Henoch38(2016): 413; “Peter W. Flint (1951-2016),” BAR 43 (2017): 14.
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followed, Abegg, Evans, and Flint cultivated Trinity as a destination for
advanced research in the emerging field of Qumran studies and a regular
meeting place for engaging the public on insights and ideas discovered
in the newly available writings of the Dead Sea Scrolls. In 2000, Peter
was promoted to the rank of full professor, and in 2004 he was awarded a
prestigious Tier 1 Canada Research Chair in Dead Sea Scrolls Studies, an
appointment that he held until the time of his death.

In all of his positions, Peter was a dedicated teacher exhibiting an
unmatched passion for his subjects of study. As he became more pro-
lific in his scholarly contributions, his classroom extended to include
audiences around the globe in both academic and public venues. He
was an active member of a variety of scholarly organizations, including
the Society of Biblical Literature, the Canadian Society of Biblical Stud-
ies, the Catholic Biblical Association, the International Organization for
Qumran Studies, and the International Organization for Septuagint and
Cognate Studies.

The impact of Peter’s academic publications was recognized by several
major awards. In 2002, the coauthored volume with James VanderKam,
The Meaning of the Dead Sea Scrolls (New York: HarperSanFrancisco,
2002), received the Biblical Archaeological Society’s award for the “Best
Book Relating to the Hebrew Bible.” In 2009-2010, this same@ecolade was
awarded to the edition of the Cave 1 Isaiah scrolls, coedited with Eugene
Ulrich for the Discoveries in the Judaean Desert Series; QumranCave LII:
The Isaiah Scrolls (Oxford: Clarendon, 2010). Peter’s.enthusiasm for the
Dead Sea Scrolls and unique ability to engage the generalpublic on these
discoveries led to a new introduction, The. Dead Sea Scrolls (Nashville:
Abingdon, 2013) and his best-selling English translation of the biblical
texts, The Dead Sea Scrolls Bible (New York:s\HarperSanFrancisco, 1999),
prepared in collaboration withhis colleague, Martin Abegg, and mentor,
Eugene Ulrich.

Peter’s keen eye and desire to advance the research of others in the
academic guild resulted in invitations to coedit a number of leading series.
These include: The Formation and/Interpretation of Old Testament Litera-
ture (Brill); Studies on the Texts of the Desert of Judah (Brill); Eerdmans
Commentaries on the Dead Sea Scrolls, Studies in the Dead Sea Scrolls
and Related Literature (Eerdmans); and The Bible at Qumran (Brill); he
served (as an.area editor for the Hebrew Bible: A Critical Edition (SBL
Press). Peter was also a prominent member of the Discoveries in the
Judaean Desert(Oxford) editorial team and contributed textual editions
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and critical analyses of a variety of biblical and psuedepigraphal works in
volumes 16, 22, 28, 32, and 38.

In light of Peter’s unexpected passing and due to his far-reaching influ-
ence, a number of peers, past students, and colleagues delivered memorials
and tributes both in print publications and at gatherings in his memory.
The following words are excerpts from such memorials that celebrate not
only Peter’s academic work but, more importantly, his heart, character,
and person.

Peter had a great heart, which was wide and deep, noble and loving,
boundless in energy, beating and functioning always generously toward
others, and especially his students. One of his most admirable qualities
and enduring legacies was that he was constantly, devotedly nurturing
and helping to promote the next generation.

He was passionate about his academic activity, always dream-
ing big, and with keen eyes zooming in on widely useful projects that
would benefit the broader public. He frequently participated in schol-
arly conferences and was eager and eminently gifted for speaking to the
wider public about biblical and scrolls scholarship in an engaging way
in churches and synagogues. He was a unique and prolific scholar and
personality, and I will dearly miss him. But his publications and the
many students he was so devoted to will carry his memory for,decades
to come.

—Eugene Ulrich at Peter Flint’s Memorial Service in_Langley, British
Columbia, Canada (17 November 2016)

Peter and I had offices side-by-side for these twenty years."At the end of
nearly every week, he would shuffle into mysroomin his/stocking feet, sit
in the chair by the door and ask, “Do.youthink itsiall'worth it?” I picture
now my children when they wereS§mall after an.especially lengthy and life-
threatening tussle about the living room. They would always say, “Let’s do
it again!” So, yeah, Peter, it was certainly worth it. Let’s do it again.

As I now think on my good friend and colleague, the best descrip-
tion that I have imagined of Peter came to me as I was reading the Gospel
of John and the comment that Jesus made when he saw Nathanael:
“Behold an Israelite indeed, inwhom is no guile!” (John 1:47).

This was Peter, argentle soul, like a brother.

—Martin Abegg at Peter Flints Memorial Service in Langley, British
Columbia, Canada (17 November 2016)

Of the many areas of technical expertise Peter trained me in—textual
criticismy Hebrew language, philology, Dead Sea Scrolls—the greatest
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impact he had on me was not so much what he said; it was what he did,
and how he did it.

Working with Peter was an apprenticeship. It entailed learning the
craft of scholarship—watching, learning, applying. As I worked through
this rigorous yet informal apprenticeship over the years, I learned that it
was possible to develop a great mind, but this should never come with
a big ego. I also grasped that the best scholar is a dual citizen: spending
focused time in the ivory tower to create new ideas, but functioning as a
public servant to share that knowledge with even the least. I learned that
a wise academic does not wax eloquent in the abstract but makes the
complex accessible, engaging, meaningful, even inspiring. I understood
that intelligence should always be blended with modesty, critique with
compassion, and that faith and academics have a common footing in
asking good questions.

—Andrew Perrin at Peter Flint's Memorial Service in Langley, British
Columbia, Canada (17 November 2016)

I greatly lament the death of a dear friend, Peter Flint, who died far too
soon, when he still had so much to give to this world, as a human being
and as a scholar.

Peter was a loyal collaborator and a thorough scholar. He had a very
special approach towards scholarly projects and assignments: he wanted
to please everyone. More than any other scholar I know or knew, Peter
was a charismatic and God-inspired speaker. He always found theiright
words, the right tone. He was inspired and he inspired others. T remem-
ber the conferences he organized at Trinity Western; whenshe spoke the
people in the room would have done or bought anything Peter recom-
mended. Peter’s greatest professional pride was the’Canada Research
Chair in Dead Sea Scrolls Studies that he had obtained in recognition of
his many publications and activities. Within that framework, he fulfilled
his tasks with great dignity and with a 'sense of mission.

—Emanuel Tov at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, San
Antonio (21 November 2016)

Peter was the kind of teacher and mentor that every student dreams of
knowing—a familiar refrain you will hear from those of us who studied
under him is that he was\instrimental in each of our own successes in
academicsand in life:

But it wasin the general public that Peter’s gift was especially pro-
nounted. He produced an infectious enthusiasm wherever he went, and
in any venue about biblical scholarship, history, and in particular the
Dead Sea Scrolls. This irresistible passion and his frequent appearances
on television; in large churches and synagogues, and in public lectures
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made him something of a local celebrity, as those listening would hang
on his every word.

—Kipp Davis at the Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, San
Antonio (20 November 2016)

For Professor Peter Flint, Trinity Western University was his home—not
only his academic home but a family where he invested in his rela-
tionships with colleagues, students, and friends. Although he was an
established scholar with many professional accomplishments, he valued
and cared for people (and this was especially true for his students). He
was always concerned with their academic growth as well as their spiri-
tual and emotional well-being.

So, in his life and along the way, Peter made many, many friends.
This bench represents for me, and hopefully for everyone who sits on it, a
stop on the road—a moment with God. Going from one class to another,
going from one conference to another, going from one project to another
can be exhausting. Peter knew all about this, but he also knew how to stop
and catch his breath. Often, he would make me stop and sit down and
take a break. And what would happen is that quite randomly he would
start a conversation with someone and share the wonders of ancient
manuscripts and the current events of the world, while all along display-
ing the love of God. This bench will remind me of Peter’s hospitality.
—Kyung Baek at the Trinity Western University Peter Flint Bench Dedi-
cation, Langley, British Columbia, Canada (29 April 2017)

3. From Transmission to Reception: The Volumein Qutline

The present volume is organized into two thematic sections. In light of
Peter’s many contributions to the publication of primary texts, insights
into the text-critical impact of anéientymanuscripts, and studies on the
forms and formation of Scriptuse in antiquity, part 1 of the book includes
twelve studies that detail the various@epresentations of ancient authorita-
tive texts and contemporary methodsand approaches for presenting these
materials in modern editions.

The first cluster of essays in part 1, Hebrew Scriptures in Ancient Tra-
ditions and Modern Editions, pertains to the state and forms of Scripture
that took shape in, and emerged out of, the Second Temple period. Eugene
Ulrich deseribes the complex overlap and interplay of literary and text-
critical jphenomenaattested in the Qumran biblical scrolls, surveys the
works attested in variant editions at Qumran, and presents a fresh profile
of biblical textsddiscovered at Masada. Emanuel Tov undertakes a com-
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prehensive survey of ancient translations of the Hebrew Scriptures—the
Septuagint, Peshitta, Targumim, Vulgate, and so on—and thus provides a
tool for recovering the textual histories and reception of Scripture in early
Jewish and Christian communities. Martin Abegg revisits the data behind
volume 3 of the Dead Sea Scrolls Concordance and identifies nineteen types
of orthographic and morphological variations between the Qumran bibli-
cal scrolls and Masoretic Text that add a new tier of data in support of what
Tov has previously described as “Qumran Scribal Practice” Timothy Lim
contextualizes pre-Samaritan texts at Qumran in light of the larger ques-
tion of determining the historical origins of the Samaritan Pentateuch,
perhaps as early as the second century BCE. Steve Delamarter collates and
analyzes the content and order of Old Testament books in 332 Ethiopic
manuscripts to shed light on the textual history of individual writings and
the formation of Ethiopic Scriptures.

Following this, three essays profile modern projects employing dif-
ferent approaches to constructing critical editions of central traditions
of the Hebrew Scriptures. Gary Knoppers discusses past and in-progress
editions of the Samaritan Pentateuch, underscores how select Qumran
Pentateuch texts have impacted research and critical editions, and pro-
vides some methodological considerations for ongoing textual studies on
the scriptural heritage of Samaritan Judaism. Michael Segal“outlines the
text-critical methods and approaches of the Hebrew UniversityBible Proj-
ect and illustrates these with a full sample of Ezek 1:18423. Robest Hiebert
draws on ongoing work for a critical edition of 4 Maccabees in the Gottin-
gen Septuaginta series to identify linguistic featuresindicating recensional
activity within the textual history of the Greek texfs.

The final five essays of part 1 explore,the ways«n which our current
knowledge of the diversity and developmentiof texts in antiquity calls for
reflection on traditional text-critical goals or requires close consideration
in using individual case studies of texts at Qumran and in the Septuagint.
Ronald Hendel explores the resurgence,of textual criticism in view of the
Dead Sea finds and the present need for philosophical and methodologi-
cal reflection on the diseipline’s dmplicit guidelines and epistemological
bases. Utilizing dnsight from material philology, Sarianna Metso and James
Tucker reevaluate the aims and methods of traditional textual criticism as
applied te"manuscripts developed through dynamic processes of scribal
transmission,such as those of the Community Rule and associated texts.
Donald Parry documents methods for identifying hapax legomena in bib-
lical literature.and presents a detailed study and statistical evaluation of
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these singularly occurring words in the Isaiah witnesses of the Masoretic
Text and at Qumran. Based on uses of Jeremiah in Barkhi Nafshi and the
Rule of Benedictions, Armin Lange gauges the textual affiliation of Jere-
miah citations in view of previously known text traditions and versions. In
a case study on Lev 19:1-10, Dirk Biichner considers the modern commen-
tator’s task of ascertaining ancient cultural expectations of a translated text,
understanding the process of the Septuagint’s production, and accounting
for the linguistic relationship between the original and translated texts.

To reflect Peter’s broader interest in recovering how scriptural texts
were interpreted—from minute scribal interventions all the way up to
their theological recontextualization by early Jewish and Christian writers
and communities—part 2 of the book adopts an overarching theme of the
reception of texts and redeployment of scriptural traditions in antiquity.

The first eight studies treat a cross section of literatures in the Dead
Sea Scrolls that are, in various ways, steeped in, and extend from, scriptural
concepts and traditions. John Collins considers predominantly nonhalakic
uses of Torah when it was merged with wisdom discourses in narrative set-
tings of select Qumran Aramaic texts (1 Enoch, Genesis Apocryphon, and
Aramaic Levi Document) and the Hebrew writing of 4QInstruction. George
Brooke reassesses the use of Isaac traditions in the Dead Sea Scrolls and
suggests that descriptions of the Teacher of Righteousness and references
to the Kittim in the Damascus Document possibly depend onfantecedent
patriarchal traditions, such as in Gen 22 and Jub. 24. Kipp'Davis studies the
use and interpretive possibilities of the term ©'971117,280 in the context
of the War Scroll as a way of advancing discussions,onsSefipture and the
authority of the Psalms traditions in Second. Temple Jadaism. Drawing on
the concept of literary editions, Andrew Perrin considers the available texts
of Aramaic Levi Document and concludes that, while the witnesses indicate
a degree of pluriformity in variant passages, there is insufficient evidence
to discern the existence of two full wersions of the work as a whole. In a
study on the Genesis Apocryphon, John Screnock draws on insights from
translation studies as atway of accounting for the balance between preserva-
tion and change that results fromevarious activities of rewriting in ancient
Jewish texts often described as'“rewritten Scripture” Eileen Schuller situ-
ates the fragmentary remains of 1Q35 in the larger history of research on
the Hodayotiand opens questions of the nature of the fragments as hailing
from a potentialexcerpted text, originating in different locations in the now
lost manuseript, or representing a scribal note or exercise. Dorothy Peters
considers the retise and reconfiguration of scriptural idioms and concepts
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of lament in a selection of poem-songs of the Hodayot as a way of ascer-
taining how language at once affirmed afflicted “insiders” and delineated
adversarial “outsiders.” Daniel Falk examines and compares the influence of
Ps 51 on Qumran texts without explicit sectarian diction (e.g., Communal
Confession, Words of the Luminaries, and Plea for Deliverance) as well as its
influence on the language and themes of two key sectarian texts (i.e., Com-
munity Rule and Hodayot).

The final subset of six essays in part 2 explores some dynamics of
the development of traditions, ranging from their earliest coalescence in
Israelite writings, to appropriations in Jewish texts of the Hellenistic and
Greco-Roman periods, to theological interpretations in New Testament
books. Ryan Roberts explores potential parallels between Isa 6 and Amos
9:1-6 based on the shared language and imagery of seismic disaster and the
preserved memory of an earthquake behind the prophetic oracles. James
VanderKam revisits the question of the cohesive or composite authorial
origins of the book of Jubilees and argues for its unity in a case study on
the narrative and legal developments of Noah’s planting a vineyard in Jub.
7 against the background of Gen 9:20-21. Robert Kugler considers the
Testament of Job and aims to recover how the ideas, genres, and styles of
discourse included therein reveal the influence of Septuagint Job as well as
provide potential insights into the booK’s setting in Greco-Reman Egypt.
Steve Mason focuses in on the tradition of Elisha at Jericho ind. W. 4.459—
465 and demonstrates that the unit indeed flowed fromythe penofjosephus
and indicates an authorial knowledge of the biblicalgpassage of 2 Kgs
2:19-22. In view of King David’s increasing identifications@s a prophet in
ancient Jewish literature, Craig Evans refocuses earlyChristian messianic
paradigms in light of Second Temple traditions thatdmerged expectations
of a royal and prophetic messiah¢'In light ‘of ancient Near Eastern divi-
nation and interpretive patterns.of the Qumran pesharim, Kyung Baek
describes Matthew’s use of dream-visions and fulfilment quotations as a
strategy for contemporizing the Hebrew prophets and identifying Jesus as
the Messiah for the eatly church.

4. Glosing Remarks in Memory and Expectation

Peter FlintWas anunabashed evangelist for the Dead Sea Scrolls, a flagship
faculty membemof Trinity Western University, and as the foregoing outline
indicates,"a dedicated teacher, diligent scholar, and regular conversation
partner with,stiidents and colleagues in the many subfields of biblical



10 Baek and Perrin

studies. For Peter, research in these topics was at once life-giving and life-
changing. At such a time as this, it seems fitting to conclude our preface
with a passage that was forever changed by the Qumran discoveries and
was a regular item of Peter’s repertoire of examples underscoring how the
words of the scrolls demanded fresh consideration of the historical, tex-
tual, and theological worlds of Scripture. At Isa 53:11, 1QIsaiah? reads as
follows: “Out of the suffering of his soul he will see light [TIR RT], and
find satisfaction. And through his knowledge his servant, the righteous
one, will make many righteous, and he will bear their iniquities.”?
We will miss you, may you rest in peace.

2. Hebrew. text from Eugene Ulrich and Peter W. Flint, eds., Qumran Cave 1.II:
The Isaiah Scrolls, Partyls Plates and Transcriptions, DJD 32 (Oxford: Clarendon,
2009), 32, 88;with accompanying English translation from Martin G. Abegg Jr., Peter
W. Flint, and Eugene Ulrich, The Dead Sea Scrolls Bible (New York: HarperSanFran-
cisco, 1999), 360:





