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Introduction: Discussing Torah in the Tuscan Hills

Jason M. Zurawski

The impetus for this volume came about during a conference I organized in
2015 with Luca Arcari and Gabriele Boccaccini at the University of Naples
Federico II on “Second Temple Jewish Paideia in Its Ancient Near Eastern
and Hellenistic Contexts.”! Over the course of a week discussing all things
related to Jewish education during the Second Temple period, questions
related to torah naturally came up quite a bit. This fact alone should not
warrant any surprise. However, the different ways and contexts in which
torah kept entering into the discussions and the different notions attached
to the term became more and more interesting, and it soon became clear
that not everyone was on the same page. This is not to say thatsome people
were “wrong” and some “right” about how they understood_theyterm or
concept of torah (or nomos), just that different people had vepy differ-
ent ideas and assumptions attached to the term, dependifigion one’s own
particular focus, area of expertise, or angle of approach. At the conclud-
ing session of the meeting, where we all dis¢usséd openly together the
insights gained from the previous days and(potential future directions that
could be fruitfully explored, this topic, torah, was an idea that most of the
participants agreed needed further exploration and study from different
vantage points than it has typicallybeen studied in the past. One of the
participants of the meeting was particularly interested in pursuing this
further, William Schniedewind, which not surprising given much of his
recent scholarship. Therefore, after many long and evolving discussions,
we decided together to organizé another conference devoted to the topic
of torah. Ultimately,this meeting would be held as, “From térd to Torah:

1. See now the ¥olume Jason M. Zurawski and Gabriele Boccaccini, eds., Second
Temple JewishiPaideia in Context, BZNW 228 (Berlin: de Gruyter, 2017).
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2 Jason M. Zurawski

Variegated Notions of Torah from the First Temple Period to Late Antiq-
uity;” the ninth biennial Enoch Seminar.

One might reasonably ask why the subject torah in early Jewish cul-
ture and thought should be a desideratum given the breadth of scholar-
ship on the topic in the history of research. What was clear, however, both
to the participants in that Naples meeting and in reading much of that
scholarship, was that all too often scholars were talking past one another
due to differing perspectives or preconceptions or the individual aims of
a particular study. What was needed, then, was not simply another new
study on the topic or a collection of papers compiled in a void, but rather a
conversation, a place where different views and voices could be heard and
held in sustained dialogue with one another. The Enoch Seminar would
provide the ideal venue for such a conversation.

The seminar took place June 18-23, 2017, with over forty invited
participants. This group of experts was intentionally international—
including scholars from Australia, Brazil, Canada, Denmark, England,
Finland, France, Germany, Hong Kong, India, Israel, Italy, the Nether-
lands, Norway, Scotland, South Africa, Spain, and the United States—and
interdisciplinary—including specialists in Hebrew Bible, New Testament,
Dead Sea Scrolls, Second Temple Judaism, Septuagint, Samaritan studies,
Hellenistic philosophy, late antique Judaism, and late antique'Christianity.
The site chosen for this meeting was the Monastero di Camaldoli, a favor-
ite location for the Enoch Seminar. The Benedictine monasteryyfounded
in the eleventh century by St. Romuald, is isolated in.the dense forest of
the massive Parco Nationale Foreste Casentinesi, Mente Falterona, Cam-
pigna, in the hills bordering Tuscany and Emilia-Romagna, about seventy
kilometers east of Florence. Travel to the monastegy:is not easy. Therefore,
we had all of the participants meetat the Arezzo train station on Sunday
afternoon and arranged for a bus to take us the rest of the way up to our
home for the next several days. Thesslight inconvenience, however, was a
small price to pay. The isolation of the:monastery and the beautiful, natu-
ral surroundings would provide the ideal setting for five days of intense
scholarly dialogue. This‘is undoubtedly one of the reasons why the Flo-
rentine Platoni¢ Academy and its members, including Marsilio Ficino,
Poliziano, and Picofdella Mirandola, regularly met at the Monastero di
Camaldolifitvthe fifteenth century.

The entireformat of the Enoch Seminar is designed to promote intense
dialogue'on the topic and collegiality. The setting, of course, plays a crucial
role. At Camaldoli, we all stayed at the same site and ate all of our meals
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together. In this way, discussions that begin during actual sessions natu-
rally carry over into a more relaxed setting over lunch or dinner or over
drinks or coffee after dinner. These informal spaces often become the sites
of some of the greatest insight.

Next, all of the papers circulated well in advance of the meeting. This
way, all of the participants had ample opportunity to read closely and fully
digest the range of papers that would be discussed. This also allows for the
vast majority of time during the sessions to be devoted to discussion rather
than to reading long papers. Short, ten-minute introductions by the paper
authors were followed by brief responses and then roughly an hour of open
discussion devoted to each of the major papers. The discussions were not
simple question and answer sessions, but rather true conversations taking
place among all of the participants about the paper and the insight it shed
on the topic as a whole. In this way, many common threads continued to be
taken up and reexamined in light of new perspectives, methods, or texts.
The papers, thus, served as the fuel for a four-day-long conversation.

This is the backdrop to the present volume. After the seminar, all of
the authors were asked to rework and revise their contributions in light of
the responses and the overall discussion that took place prior to submit-
ting them for the volume. All of the essays included here came out of the
meeting in Camaldoli, save for those of Paula Fredriksen, Elisa Uusimaki,
and Jonathan Vroom, all of whom had intended to participatedn the Semi-
nar but had to cancel. We are very thankful that theystill decided to con-
tribute to this volume.

The twenty-five enclosed essays are grouped into four'parts, roughly
chronologically based. Part 1 contains papers of “Notions of Torah in
the Hebrew Bible, Samaritan Pentateuchy and Septttagint,” and here we
can already see the wide range of@pproaches, methods, and conclusions,
a crucial and purposeful aspect of the volume. William Schniedewind’s
paper, “Diversity and Developmentof tord in the Hebrew Bible,” serves as
a fitting introduction to the first section of papers. Here he looks at both
the diversity and development of torah within the Hebrew Bible as well
as other early Jewish literature, trying to better understand the trajectory
that gets torah from oral teaching to written text to, ultimately, a specific
text, or, in Schniedewind’s\terms, the textualization, scripturalization, and
canonizatiomof torah. Upon examining the pertinent evidence, he finds
that these proeesses had already begun in the texts of the Hebrew Bible,
though, importantly, they are ongoing, contested processes, underlined
with tensions.at'every stage.
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In “Torah as Speech Performance in the Hebrew Bible,” Jacqueline
Vayntrub builds on the work of Bernd Schipper, Thomas Willi, and others,
and argues that the term torah is better understood not as an oral or writ-
ten object but rather as the process of instruction, in particular as a par-
ticular mode of speech performance. Vayntrub posits that the term torah
and its verbal cognate yrh employ a metaphor of movement (“to cast”) to
denote both horizontal (transgenerational) and vertical (divine to human)
performance and transmission of speech. The term, thus, designates pri-
marily the process of transmission through the performance and, second-
arily, the content of the performance. Moving away from the sorts of teleo-
logical assumptions that have too often framed scholarship on the topic,
Vayntrub suggests that we reframe the shift of torah from instruction to
law not as an evolutionary conceptual shift, but rather a terminological
shift that results from the Pentateuch’s later reception.

David Lambert, in his contribution “Térd as Mode of Conveyance:
The Problem with “Teaching’ and ‘Law, ” highlights some of the problems
inherent in contemporary discussions on the nature of torah, which tend
to focus either on torah as object, that is, as a text or body of revelation
waiting to be discovered, or on torah as subject, that is, as later interpreta-
tions of an underlying object. Instead, Lambert suggests adopting Bruno
Latour’s notions of “quasi-object” and “quasi-subject” in ouifrattempt to
understand the evolving nature of torah in the Hebrew Bible and the
Second Temple period. Torah as quasi-object becomes/an imaginéd object
that adheres to the objective qualities of the Pentateueh. Torah as quasi-
subject does not simply reflect on a stable undeflying object but actually
participates in the construction of an object. In this light, instead of seeing
an evolutionary development from torah 40 Scripture, we find a continual
production of new quasi-objects afnd quasi-subjects, each historically and
culturally embedded, a processior mode of conveyance between beings,
one placing a charge upon another.

Magnar Kartveit’s “Possible Ideolegical Tendencies in the MT, the
LXX, and the SP” explores the polemics and apologetics in the different
textual traditions of the Pentateugh, that is, in the Masoretic Text, the Sep-
tuagint, and thefSamaritan Pentateuch. He shows the central importance
the torah played, infthe different communities for issues of identity and
self-defensesibut also that the torah was seen as adaptable. It was consid-
ered legitimatesto, modify the text in order to reflect better the particular
context of the community or in order to justify violence on those outside
of the community.
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In his “From téra to vopos: How the Use of vopos in the Septuagint
of the Pentateuch Enlightens the Process That Leads the Word térd to
the Concept of Torah,” Patrick Pouchelle explores the motivations for
the translation of torah with nomos and what that translation might be
able to tell us about the understanding of torah in the Egyptian diaspora.
Pouchelle explores four related questions: (1) Is it possible to draw a
sketch of the semantic field of nomos in Classical Greek, including papy-
rological and epigraphic material?; (2) Does the concept of torah (law?) as
denoted by the word térd in the Torah (Pentateuch) really fit the semantic
field of nomos?; (3) Does the choice of the Greek translators to render
torda by nomos have something to do with the Aramaic word dat?; and (4)
Does the difference between the LXX and MT shed additional light on
the concept of the torah in the third century BCE? In the end, Pouchelle
finds that the use of nomos in the LXX enlightens a specific period of the
process that leads from t6rd to Torah, a period when this process was still
very much ongoing.

Oliver Dyma, in “Levites as Prophets and Scribes and Their Role in
the Transmission of the Torah,” analyzes the role of Levites as scribes and
the socio-historical setting of the production, collection, and curation of
authoritative texts. For Dyma, the scribal activity of the Levites, the intel-
lectual elite of the Persian and Hellenistic periods, may bewseen as the
unifying force that ultimately led to the canon. However, Dyma‘also chal-
lenges the indiscriminate ascription of a vast majority®f texts,tofthe Lev-
ites, which obscures the many and diverse currents and.dnterests and other
relevant educated groups with their own politicaland/or geligious interests.

Part 1 ends with the contribution of James Watts;“‘From the Torah of
Polluted and Inedible Meats to Diet as a Marker of Jewish Identity” Watts
explores why dietary laws becamie such prominent markers of Jewish
identity. Watts argues that Lev<ll laysia foundation for linking diet and
Jewish identity by explicitly groundifg both in the interpretation of torah.
Leviticus 11 does so by exhorting lay people not only to torah observance,
but also to engage themselves in torah interpretation about the rationales
for the rules of pure, polluted, and nauseating meats. The rhetoric of lay
inclusion in reasoning about food impurities encouraged acceptance of
the authority of thegpriestly hierarchy in other matters. It also turned diet
into a symbaol of lay fidelity to torah and of Israel’s status as the people of
torah, if theicown minds and increasingly in the perspective of outsiders
as well. Aecording to Watts, reasoning and interpretation of torah became
an integral part©f keeping torah.
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Part 2, devoted to “Notions of Torah in Second Temple Judaism,” opens
with Benjamin Wright's “Where Is the Torah in Ben Sira?” Here Wright
builds on the work of Claudia Camp, John Collins, and his own previous
research in attempting to understand the exact nature of torah for Ben
Sira, how it functions, how it figures in pedagogy, and how he employs it
within his own rhetorical and contextual framework. In particular, Wright
takes on a central paradox in the text, that Ben Sira seems to refer to torah
as a written body of material to be read, studied, and followed, while, at the
same time, never explicitly citing material from the Pentateuch and even
contravening materials found therein. While for Ben Sira torah has come
to him as a book, originating with God, transmitted by Moses, and inher-
ited as part of the Israelite legacy, he positions himself as an authorizer of
the torah. In this capacity, Ben Sira subsumes torah beneath the inherited
wisdom tradition. Wisdom resides in torah as well as in the sapiential tra-
dition and in creation, but the gatekeeper, framer, and purveyor of wisdom
is the sage himself. He controls what gets taught and what gets transmit-
ted to his students. While Ben Sira might not be concerned with all the
details of the law, the torah still requires an authoritative mediator and
interpreter, one who understands within his own torah/teaching. For Ben
Sira, only the inspired sage who possesses the torah can fulfill that role.

In “The Normativity of Torah in Ezra-Nehemiah and Ben'Sira,” Jona-
than Vroom draws on legal theory to provide a more nuanced‘theoretical
framework for understanding the nature of textual atthority in Second
Temple Judaism. Vroom’s concern here is not with hew a text acquires
authority but, rather, with distinguishing betweenntwoydistinct types of
authority—practical (i.e., commands) and epistemic (i.e., persuasion and
education) and with identifying the normative impacts that each type of
authority produces with its addressees.

In “Variegated Notions of Torah: The Law (v6uos) in the Prologue to
Ben Sira,” Juan Carlos Ossandon Widow compares the notion of nomos in
the prologue to Ben Sira to 4 Ezra’s view of torah. Ossandén distinguishes
between two ways in which the prologue refers to nomos: (1) as a textual
entity; and (2) as a normative teaching for life. As to how these two are
related, he argues that according to the prologue, nomos as a textual entity
implies that a text can be considered as a source providing a way of living
and thatseading itself is considered a means of living. In this way, the
sapiential dimension of nomos takes precedence over the textual dimen-
sion, the'latter providing the means to attain the goal but not the goal
itself. Whileyseveral of these aspects are shared in the apocalypse 4 Ezra,
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the wisdom of torah in 4 Ezra is strongly connected to knowledge of the
end times, a view absent from the prologue. In addition, unlike the pro-
logue’s textual dimension, torah in 4 Ezra transcends its written expres-
sion, existing prior to an actual text and, once rewritten, going well beyond
the bounds of the Pentateuch to include ninety-four books, twenty-four
for everyone, seventy for the wise alone.

Robert Hall’s “Torah for Insight: Inquiry via Enigma” suggests that
scribes investigated torah to gain insight and rewrote torah to provoke it.
Just as Greeks probed enigma for insight and composed riddles to provoke
discovery, so would Jews explore perplexities in torah and rewrite torah
in order to elicit insight. Examples from Leviticus, Daniel, Proverbs, Hab-
bakuk, Baruch, Ben Sira, the sayings of Jesus, and the letters of Paul show
that the Jews, like the Greeks, studied riddles for insight, wrote riddles
to provoke it, and investigated torah by inquiry via enigma. They are not
modifying torah to replace it. They are joining torah to fulfill its purpose.
Torah is given to conform human beings to realities they cannot see. They
must conform not to what their minds can contain but to the ineffable
realities to which torah points. Scribes write new torah not to replace the
old but to offer new vantage points, new obstacles to trip one another up
concerning the realities they seek, new windows into the torah flowing
from God’s thinking.

In “Torah and the Search for Wisdom in Hellenistic Judea,” Elisa
Uusiméki analyzes the ways in which sages and theéir pupils.are asso-
ciated with torah in texts from Hellenistic and eatlyZRoman Judea, in
particular looking at Qoheleth, Ben Sira, the #askil materials from the
Dead Sea Scrolls, and 4Q185 and 4Q525. Uusimaki demonstrates that
multiple forms of torah piety regularly color the distinctive portrayals
of Jewish intellectuals during this period, suggesting that this central
symbol of Second Temple Judaism had made its way into the educa-
tional curriculum.

Gabriele Boccaccini demonstratesyin “Torah and Apocalypticism in
the Second Temple Petiod” that we cannot talk about one, unitary attitude
toward the Mosaic torah‘in Jewishsapocalyptic literature, as apocalypticism
was by no mean$ a unitary system of thought, and we find several differ-
ent views of thestorah within different strands of apocalyptic thought. In
the early Enochic literature, we do not find, as some have argued, an anti-
Mosaidmovement. Instead, the spread of evil as described in those texts
annuls the'benefits of the Mosaic law and the possibility of righteousness
until the esehaton. Jubilees, instead, represents how far the Mosaic law
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could be incorporated into apocalyptic traditions, with the law given to
Israel by God in order to protect them from the spread of evil. This would
then lead to the development of an alternative halakah, as the Mosaic
law, while valid, only represented in part that inscribed on the tablets of
heaven. Daniel, yet another alternative, was able to combine covenantal
and apocalyptic elements without such tension. Out of these traditions
and their unique views on the law of Moses comes the early Jesus move-
ment (from the Enochic side), where the problem of evil takes precedence
over the effectiveness of the law, and texts like 4 Ezra and 2 Baruch, from
the Danielic tradition, where adherence to the law, despite great suffering
in this life, ensures salvation in the world to come.

Lutz Doering’s “Torah and Halakah in the Hellenistic Period” suggests
that, since Torah as Pentateuch was incapable on its own of structuring a
regulated way of life due to its limited scope of laws, the legal tradition
inspired by the Torah but independent from it must be considered in the
overall discussion of the development of notions of torah during the Hel-
lenistic and early Roman periods. Looking at evidence from both Pales-
tine and the diaspora, both literary and material, Doering argues against
the popular view that Judaism only became halakic after the period of the
Maccabean revolt. While he acknowledges that the discourse certainly
became more intense and rigorous beginning from the endsfthe second
century BCE, he shows that there is significant evidence forshalakic dis-
course in the early second century BCE if not earlier.

Francis Borchardt’s “Torah for the Moment: Understanding Torah in
a Performative Context,” questions the assumption‘that terah/nomos must
be equated with the Pentateuch in the Hellenisticandfearly Roman period
by looking in detail at the performative mature of torah in the Letter of
Aristeas, with the scribes translating torah, imJosephus, Jewish Antiquities,
where Mattathias the Hasmonean,ancestor invents a new sabbath law, and
in Philo, On the Life of Moses, who has Moses performing divine torah. The
examples all demonstrate in their ownyunique ways how torah was thor-
oughly shaped by an auathoritative performer of the tradition. In each case,
torah is performed, someiaspect of torah is manifestly changed by the per-
formance, and thie new performance is authenticated as torah; and, while in
each torah might bear some relevance to text, it is by no means limited to
a textual form. Instead torah exists as a performance, in text or in speech,
authorized by.amauthoritative speaker and an accepting audience.

Joachim Schaper, in “The ‘Stoic’ Solomon: From Torah to Nomos via
Wisdom in theHellenistic Age, from the Perspective of the Wisdom of Sol-
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omon,” looks at the oft-debated topic as to the exact nature of nomos in the
Wisdom of Solomon. According to Schaper, the book of Wisdom did not
amalgamate nomos with sophia as some in the past have claimed. Wisdom
is not identical with nomos, but instead creates the conditions that enable
one to adhere to nomos. Part of this move comes from the heavy influence
of the Stoics on the author of Wisdom’s understanding of sophia; the two
could not be equated because, as with the Stoics, wisdom is conceived of
as a living being, made up of material pneuma, which, then, could not be
identified with the noncorporeal nomos. The author does not offer a Sto-
icized view of universal law, as David Winston and others have claimed.
The Stoicization of wisdom, however, offered a new view of wisdom that
would prove quite useful in early Christian wisdom Christologies.

In “Nomos Human and Divine in the Wisdom of Solomon,” Michael
Legaspi also explores the nature of “law” in the Wisdom of Solomon,
though to quite different conclusions than Schaper. Breaking from past
scholarship that has tended to view the understanding of nomos in either
the particularistic sense of the Jewish national law code or the universalis-
tic sense of the rational law of the cosmos, Legaspi argues that the distinc-
tion the text makes is not that between Jewish and non-Jewish law, but
rather, in Plato’s terms, that between human nomoi and the divine nomos.
In this light, the Wisdom of Solomon does not commend Judaism for its
possession of the law of Moses but rather for the virtue ‘andiknowledge
that originate from something higher, the divine gift ef wisdom.

Part 2 closes with “From Torah to Torahization:'ABiocultural Evolu-
tionary Perspective,” where Anders Klostergaard Petersen‘argues for the
necessity of understanding cultural developments; such as the transitions
in the understanding of torah, in light of evolutienary thinking. Such a
perspective helps to shed light onfthe transfermations of torah from the
period of Israelite religion to that of Judaic religion/Second Temple Juda-
ism. Situating the different forms of Israelite/Judaic religion according to
developments in urban and cosmic types of religion—or, in Bellah’s termi-
nology, archaic and Axial age forms of religion—Petersen sees an increas-
ing promotion of torah characterized by a shift from torah to torahization
in some Second/Temple stands‘of thought, that is, the enhanced ideologi-
cal role torah was assigned to constitute in Judean daily life.

The third part,of the volume is devoted to “Notions of Torah in
the New Testament,” and the section begins with “Paul and Néuog, and
Broader Perspectives: Romans 13:8-10 as Case Study, where Jeremy Punt
approaches«thefrole of the Jewish law within the Pauline Letters from a
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cultural studies approach, which, he argues, helps to account more for the
ritual and identity-formative function of nomos beyond traditional artifi-
cial theological binaries. In a period where individuals did not experience
sociocultural, economic-political, or religious dimensions of their lives as
if separate spheres, Punt argues that a cultural studies approach is better
suited to appreciate the rhetorical use of nomos in the Pauline Letters,
including its strong social or community-sustaining and identity-forma-
tive functions as seen in Rom 13:8-10, where torah commandments and
emphasis on neighborly love are prioritized and made indicative for the
identity of Jesus followers and foundational for the community of believ-
ers and its internal relationships.

Federico Dal Bo, in “Paul’s Definition of ‘Circumcision of the Heart”
A Transcultural Reading of Romans 2:28-29,” demonstrates that tradi-
tional and poststructuralist readings of the famous passage from Romans
on the “circumcision of the heart” over that of the flesh, which have been
used for centuries in supersessionist polemics, rely too strongly on reading
Paul’s Greek within only a Greek contextual background where language
and conceptuality necessarily coincide. A transcultural reading, however,
taking into account Paul’s actual context and polyglot learning, reorients
the text and demonstrates that the traditional oppositions no longer hold
up. If one were to read the passage instead in a Semitic linguistic context,
in Syriac or Modern Hebrew, we find a decisive shift: thesefareiindeed
uncircumcised and the law would command to discrimiinate against them,
but the new message from God opposes this command and argues that
those very people who are uncircumcised are”true believers and shall
eventually be praised by God.

In “Jewish Torah for a Gentile WorldgA Comparison of Pseudo-Pho-
cylides and Paul Editing Torah and Adapting Ethics in Romans 12:9-21;
13:8-10,” Jason Myers places Paul’s exhortations in Rom 12:9-21 and
13:10-13 within the context of contémporary rhetoric and the construc-
tion of the maxim (yvauy) as foundyin the progymnasmata, Aristotle,
Rhetorica ad Herenniwn, and Jewish Hellenistic gnomic wisdom litera-
ture. In particular, he compares Paul’s ethics in those sections of the letter
to the contemporaneous Sentences of Pseudo-Phocylides and the use of
the Hebrew Seriptures in its moral outlook. Through the comparison,
Myers finds'that the gnemic quality of the sections in Paul leads to four
conclusions_thatichallenge many past scholarly assumptions. First, this
ethical material is directly tied to the community in Rome. Second, this
material was 0t simply pulled haphazardly from different traditions
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but, instead, was material from ancient sources reworked and interwo-
ven into his broader ethical program. Third, through his construction
of ethical sayings, Paul is also revealing his own character to his audi-
ence, building up his social profile among the Roman community. And
fourth, Paul’s summation of the Decalogue under a broad heading in
Rom 13:8-10 is mirrored in many other Second Temple texts, such as
Pseudo-Phocylides.

The final essay in part 3 is Calum Carmichael’s “Jewish Legal Interpre-
tation and the New Testament,” which explores how contemporary first-
century Jewish legal debates can help to explain episodes in New Testa-
ment texts which appear to depict Jesus counteracting halakic legislation.
In particular, he looks at the incident in John 8 and the woman taken in
adultery. As opposed to appealing to conscience, which cannot carry the
day in legal interpretation, Carmichael interprets Jesus’s stance in light of
early rabbinic developments of the bitter water test, showing that Jesus’s
saying in John 8:7—“He that is without [sexual] sin among you, let him
first cast a stone at her”—reflects a similar position, that males forfeit their
right to judge a woman guilty of a sexual offense because of their own
sexual blameworthiness.

Part 4, finally, explores “Notions of Torah in Late Antiquity” and opens
with Michael Satlow’s “The Status of the Torah in Late Antiquity.” Satlow
departs from recent studies on the torah in Late Antique Jewish thought
by looking at whether Jews outside of the rabbinic orbit—the vastmajority
of Jews in late antiquity—shared the rabbinic understanding of Torah and
its significance and whether Jewish use and venerationsof'the Torah was
visible to non-Jews. Satlow explores this question/by @xamining the non-
rabbinic evidence, both archaeological and textualsIn the end, he shows
that the Torah did play a role in the'wider Jewish communities, though one
that differed significantly from that of.the rabbis. The communities seem
to have looked to the Torah as a source of legends and lore, as a numinous
object, and for apotropaic functions. There is very little evidence to sug-
gest that they turned to,the Torah as a source of norms. Scripture served as
a source of stories ratherithan of law; more value was placed on the Torah
as a material object, a viewed that seemed to have frustrated early Chris-
tian writers likejJustinian and John Chrysostom.

Nextgint“Paul, Auggstine, and the T of Romans 7,” Paula Fredrik-
sen takes on_theytraditional theological (and scholarly) reading of Paul’s
lament of ‘the divided self in Rom 7, that it expressed Paul’s personal
report on his,ewn frustrations with the Jewish law, which, according to
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tradition, was taken up by Augustine in the Confessions to describe his
own spiritual struggles against the flesh and, ultimately laid the seedbed
for Luther’s tormented Paul. Fredriksen argues, instead, that this personal
reading of the lament derives neither from Paul himself nor from the
Confessions but from Augustine’s campaign decades later against Pelagius,
where the “I” of Rom 7 no longer refers to everyone before grace but now
specifically to the Christian Paul after grace. Fredriksen then goes on to
try to understand Paul’s text, reading Paul not as the first “Christian” or
a “Jew” who became a “Christian,” but standing fully within the realm
of Second Temple Jewish eschatological speculation. Following the work
of Matthew Thiessen, Stanley Stowers, Runar Thorsteinsson, and others,
Fredriksen argues that Paul, an “ethnic essentialist,” is both addressing a
primarily gentile audience in the letter and, strategically using the rhe-
torical device prosopopoeia or “speech-in-character;” speaking here as a
gentile, specifically as a Judaizing gentile. Paul’s problem, then, is not with
the law itself or even with Judaizing, but specifically with proselyte cir-
cumcision, in particular in light of his view on the imminently approach-
ing end times when the nations will all come to worship the one God,
but as nations, remaining non-Jews. The “I” of Rom 7, then, is the Juda-
izing gentile incapable of living according to the law until infused by the
redemptive pneuma of Christ.

The volume concludes with Anne Kreps’s “Tora? Torah?Flora! Law
and Book in Ptolemaeus Gnosticus’s Letter to FloraZ#Kreps takes on the
common scholarly view that Christianity was, from its,in€eption, a literary
movement, owing to the genetic relationship between Judaism and Chris-
tianity and to the assumed literariness of Second Temple Judaism and the
writtenness of the Mosaic Torah. However just asithere were diverse views
of torah during the period, so, Kreps argues, there were diverse ideas about
gospel. Kreps looks at Ptolemy’s Letter to Flora, in particular examining
Ptolemy’s theory of divine law contained therein. Her study places Ptolemy
in the context of a wider ancient debate about the bookishness of divine
law and considers theyLetter to Flora in light of contemporary Christian
ideas about the relationship between torah and gospel. Ptolemy’s model
of an imperfectdlaw contained’in imperfect writing provided license for
Valentinian scriptural practice—a practice that approved of the generation
of new, imperfect gospels. In the end, Kreps demonstrates that the way in
which a second=eentury Christian understood the term nomos—capital-
ized or net, textual or not, fully divine or not—governed their definition
of the concept-gospel”
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As is evident, this collection of papers is purposefully wide-ranging,
with the authors exploring and rethinking some of the most basic scholarly
assumptions and preconceptions about the nature of torah in the period
in light of new critical approaches and methodologies. The diversity and
scope of the volume in terms of source materials—including texts from
the Hebrew Bible, the Septuagint translations, the Samaritan Pentateuch,
the New Testament, the Dead Sea Scrolls, Jewish Hellenistic literature,
and late antiquity—and approaches—including philological, historical-
critical, cultural-historical, transcultural, postcolonial, biocultural evolu-
tionary, material studies, and performance studies—is one of its great ben-
efits. The viewpoints and conclusions are refreshingly varied and diverse.
The aim of the conference and of this volume was not to solve the problem
of torah by developing another static, normative view, but rather to see
how different vantage points and different conclusions can better address
the complexity of the topic and better reflect the ambiguity and fluidity
inherent in the concept itself.
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