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The Deuteronomistic History includes a host of workers who harvest 
and glean, fetch water and cook, spin and weave, heal the sick and 
much more. The mostly anonymous women who performed this work 
for others are sometimes mentioned only in a single verse. Conse-
quently, they often are as unrecognized in modern scholarship as they 
seem in the biblical text. To help readers appreciate the place that these 
workers played in their ancient socio-economic and literary contexts, 
this work examines the key texts in the Deuteronomistic History that 
mention women in service occupations: slaves and dependents, cooks, 
wet nurses, childcare givers, prostitutes, and scribes. In the process, 
readers will discover, perhaps surprisingly, that these women were 
honored not in relation to matters such as sexual purity or marital 
faithfulness but on account of the valuable service that they provided.
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