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This book presents an up-to-date discussion of the Roman imperial cult 
(the divinization of the emperor) and its general importance in early 
Christianity and ancient Mediterranean religions. It features opening 
and closing essays by Karl Galinsky, a foremost authority on Roman his-
tory and culture. Thirteen other essays explore related aspects and draw 
on a wide variety of disciplinary perspectives, including theory, method, 
archaeology, epigraphy, and art. The authors are classicists, biblical and 
religious scholars, historians, and archaeologists, with expertise in various 
cultural milieus. Reflecting this spectrum of backgrounds and interests, 
the book addresses issues and phenomena covering a broad expanse of 
subjects, locations, and methodological concerns. The contributors are 
Jonathan L. Reed and Jeffrey Brodd, Karl Galinsky, Steve Friesen, James Constantine Hanges, Eric Orlin, Barbette 
Stanley Spaeth, Nancy Evans, Dan Schowalter, James S. McClaren, Warren Carter, Robin M. Jensen, L. Michael 
White, and H. Gregory Snyder.

Jeffrey Brodd is Professor of Humanities and Religious Studies at California State University, Sacramento. He is the 
author of World Religions: A Voyage of Discovery, Third Edition and Primary Source Readings in World Religions (both 
from Saint Mary’s Press). Jonathan L. Reed is Dean of the College of Arts and Sciences and Professor of Religion at 
University of La Verne. He is the author of The HarperCollins’ Visual Guide to the New Testament: What Archaeology 
Reveals about the First Christians (HarperOne) and co-author of In Search of Paul: How Jesus’ Apostle Opposed Rome’s 
Empire with God’s Kingdom (HarperOne) and Excavating Jesus: Beneath the Stones, Behind the Texts (HarperCollins).
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Hardback edition available from Brill Academic Publishers (www.brill.nl)
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