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By Delbert Burkett
This work examines three disputed issues in the study of Q, the hypotheti-
cal source common to the Gospels of Matthew and Luke: its existence; its 
unity as a document; and the plurality of its wording. It evaluates the argu-
ments for and against the existence of Q and concludes that some form of 
the Q hypothesis is necessary. It presents new evidence that most of the Q 
material existed as a single written source unified by recurring features of 
style and theme. Finally, it argues that differences between Matthew and 
Luke in the wording of Q were caused most often when one Evangelist 
replaced or combined Q with parallel material from another source.

Delbert Burkett is Associate Professor of Religious Studies at Louisiana 
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