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Becoming Human Together: The  
Pastoral Anthropology of St. Paul  
Toward Minority Biblical Criticism
By Jerome Murphy-O’Connor
This classic work, now expanded and updated with a fifty-two-page After-
word, presents Paul’s pastoral anthropology in terms of his own thought, 
not alien categories imposed upon him. After examining in part 1 the 
New Testament witness about Jesus the Christ to discover what humans 
can be and should be (anthropology), Murphy-O’Connor turns his atten-
tion in part 2 to the human condition within society: under sin; alienated 
from God and the world; and egocentric. Part 3 then discusses life in the 
body of Christ—the Christian community—as the authentic existence 
that overcomes egocentric alienation in the true freedom of the mind of 
Christ.

Jerome Murphy-O’Connor, O.P., has served as Professor of New Testament at the École Biblique et Archéologique 
Française in Jerusalem since 1972. He is the author of many books on Paul, including Paul: A Critical Life (1998); St. 
Paul’s Corinth: Texts and Archaeology (2002); and Paul: His Story (2006). 
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