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Foreword

This book has been in the making for nearly sixty years, at least in my 
mind. It began in 1958, when as a young seminary student I discovered 
Ernest Wright’s God Who Acts: Biblical Theology as Recital. Wright had 
declared, “In biblical faith everything depends upon whether the central 
events happened” (1952, 126–27).

I still remember the thrill I felt upon reading that declaration. I 
had been reared in a southern fundamentalist preacher’s home, and at 
twenty-five I was an ordained minister myself, now enrolled in a liberal 
seminary and in an identity crisis. How could I reconcile the higher learn-
ing to which I was committed—preparing for an academic career—and my 
Christian faith? Ernest Wright, a prominent Christian clergyman, and also 
America’s leading scholar at the time in both the fields of Old Testament 
theology and biblical archaeology at Harvard, had shown me the way.

I finished my BD degree (now an MDiv), and then in 1959 I submit-
ted an MA thesis on the “revival of Old Testament theology,” a movement 
in which Wright had been a leader. And since Wright had moved from 
McCormick Theological Seminary to Harvard in 1958, I resolved to 
pursue my studies with him. I was going to show that the “central 
events”—patriarchal migrations, the promise of the land, a unique mono-
theism, Moses leading an exodus and conquest—that these events had 
actually happened.

Unfortunately, at Harvard I soon discovered that, while I may have 
had the necessary dogmatic temperament for theology, I had little talent. 
Nevertheless, Wright, who knew me better than I knew myself, steered me 
into archaeology at Shechem in the summer of 1962. I never looked back.

After finishing my doctoral dissertation in 1966, I moved on to the 
Directorship first at the Hebrew Union College in Jerusalem (1968–1971) 
and then of the W. F. Albright Institute of Archaeological Research (1971–
1975). For the next twenty years I concentrated on fieldwork in Israel and 
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x Foreword

the West Bank. Most of my publications during that period dealt with the 
Bronze Age and increasingly with issues of theory, method, and mounting 
critiques of traditional biblical archaeology. 

At the University of Arizona after 1975 (until 2002), I continued with 
efforts to foster a newer, more secular and professional “Syro-Palestinian” 
archaeology, employing explicitly socioanthropological approaches and 
training a generation of graduate students who would embody the depar-
ture. For many years I had advocated a dialogue between archaeology and 
biblical studies, but not until the mid-1980s did my interests turn to the 
biblical period: the Iron Age. 

By 1987 I had read Robert Coote and Keith Whitelam’s The Emergence 
of Early Israel in Historical Perspective and Thomas Thompson’s The Origin 
Traditions of Ancient Israel: The Literary Formation of Genesis and Exodus 
1–23. Then at the 1987 meetings of the American Schools of Oriental 
Research and the Society of Biblical Literature in Boston, I convened a 
plenary session on “Earliest Israel.” The invited speakers were Whitelam, 
Norman Gottwald, Lawrence Stager, and Israel Finkelstein, in addition to 
me. Thompson and Diana Edelman, in the audience, rose to confront us. 
The battle was joined. 

Finkelstein’s The Archaeology of the Israelite Settlement appeared the 
next year, but the seminal papers at the Boston meetings were never 
published. In 1991, I published papers on historicity in Edelman’s edited 
volume of seminar papers, The Fabric of History, and in a Festschrift for 
Gottwald. The gauntlet was thrown down the following year by Philip 
Davies’s In Search of “Ancient Israel.” Then 1994 turned out to be a pivotal 
year for me: papers at symposia in Bern, Rome, and Pisa, as well as con-
tributions to the Neil Richardson and Philip King Festschriften, all in one 
way or another on the interaction between text and artifact. 

In 1996 the issues were sharpened with the publication of papers from 
a Jerusalem symposium volume edited by Volkmar Fritz and Davies, The 
Origins of the Ancient Israelite State (I was invited but unable to attend), in 
particular by Whitelam’s provocative The Invention of Ancient Israel: The 
Silencing of Palestinian History. I recall reading Whitelam’s diatribe against 
Israeli and American archeologists as “Zionist” ideologues with dismay 
and growing anger. By now I knew who the ideologues really were.

The next year (1997) I published nine chapters in various volumes, 
seven of them on the specific topic of how to write better, more archaeo-
logically informed histories of ancient Israel and Judah. The same year 
there appeared Lester Grabbe’s edited volume Can a ‘History of Israel’ Be SBL P
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 Foreword xi

Written? I critiqued this volume in a session at the ASOR/SBL Annual 
Meetings. Grabbe, in the audience, introduced himself and insisted that 
my skepticism about the members of his European Seminar on Method 
in Israel’s History was misplaced. But it was not: neither he nor his col-
leagues ever subsequently produced any history of ancient Israel (see 
below and excursus 1.1). It was then that I resolved that I would do so. In 
the previous decade of this controversy, I had been in my fifties and six-
ties. It was now time, but I was not yet ready. 

From the late 1990s on, I thought about a new, revolutionary archae-
ological history of Israel. But not until the turn of the millennium, in 
retirement, did I resolve to undertake the task. Now in my mid- to late 
seventies, I had the necessary gravitas and nothing to gain, nothing to 
lose. The result is this volume. 

I am indebted to many along the way, although it was lonely at first—
colleagues, friends, family without whose encouragement I would never 
have had the temerity to undertake such a daunting task, one that others 
thought impossible or at best undesirable. I would single out Larry Stager, 
a staunch defender of sound historical method and an unfailing supporter 
of my work. Other colleagues who inspired me were Susan Ackerman, 
Beth Alpert Nakhai, and Carol Meyers, who helped me to be more sympa-
thetic to the lives of women in ancient Israel. Ron Hendel and Ziony Zevit 
have shown me more sophisticated ways of reading the biblical texts. 

Two recent works have had an immediate impact on me during the 
writing of this history. Lester Grabbe, originally an adversary, became a 
model with his Ancient Israel: What Do We Know and How Do We Know 
It? (2007). This work provided me with a prolegomenon, and my employ-
ment here of a continuum from proven to disproven is borrowed from 
him. Avraham Faust, an innovative younger Israeli archeologist, gave me 
a draft of his 2012 The Archaeology of Israelite Society in Iron Age II, a har-
binger of things hopefully to come.

I am also grateful to my thirty-one PhD students, with whom I 
explored many trial runs in graduate seminars in Jerusalem and at the 
University of Arizona in the 1970s–1990s. They are my real legacy, and I 
dedicate this book to them with affection and esteem.

Most of all, I acknowledge an incalculable debt to my wife Pamela, 
who believed confidently in this enterprise (and me), even when I thought 
it might be folly. She saw me to the finish. I am also indebted to Norma 
Dever, my first wife, who is unique in being able to turn my handwritten 
manuscripts into print suitable for publication. SBL P
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xii Foreword

I am also indebted to Nicole Tilford and Bob Buller of SBL Press, who 
with great skill and patience turned a cumbersome manuscript and illus-
trations into a real book.

Finally, I owe more than I can say to an anonymous benefactor who 
coaxed me out of “retirement” in my late seventies and made me believe 
that I had one more work in me—as it turned out, my magnum opus.

This book is intended primarily as a handbook for biblical scholars, 
historians of the ancient Near East, and nonspecialists interested in the 
biblical world. In order to keep the narrative flowing, I have confined 
the discussion of some controversial issues that could not be avoided to 
endnotes for each chapter, where references to a full bibliography will be 
found. I have tried to cite all major works that I think relevant, as well as 
offering reasons for my preference where sharp disagreements are appar-
ent. I am not defending any particular “school,” only trying to provide 
a reasonable, balanced view of what really happened in the light of the 
best current archaeological evidence we have. This is a history of ancient 
Israel, not the history. Other histories should be and will be written in 
due time, but we do not need any more paraphrases of the Hebrew Bible. 
Future histories will likely be largely archaeological histories—advancing 
on this one—because archaeology is now our only source of genuinely 
new data.

The main text is deliberately written in the third person, in the inter-
est of a dispassionate style of inquiry. In the notes to chapter 1 and in 
the conclusion, however, I use the first person because I happen to know 
almost all of the scholars whose views are discussed, and I have often been 
involved in the controversies and in all honesty cannot always separate 
the individual from methods and aims. I can only hope to have been fair, 
despite some sharp disagreements. In the conclusion, I step beyond fact to 
some personal convictions, and for these I take full responsibility.

On a few practical matters, I note that discussions of sites with no 
specific reference depend largely on Stern’s edited five-volume New Ency-
clopedia of Archaeological Excavations in the Holy Land (Stern 1993, 2008), 
which can be supplemented by entries in the Anchor Bible Dictionary 
(Freedman 1992); the Oxford Encyclopedia of Archaeology in the Near East 
(E. Meyers 1997); and Civilizations of the Ancient Near East (Sasson 2006). 
Where final report volumes published after these works are available, they 
may be cited. A recent and valuable resource is The Oxford Handbook of 
the Archaeology of the Levant c. 8000–332 BCE (Steiner and Killebrew 
2014). Several chapters in The Oxford History of the Biblical World (Coogan SBL P
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 Foreword xiii

2001), although brief, are written by archaeologists or biblical scholars 
familiar with the biblical data. Finally, a definitive corpus of pottery was 
published after this book was ready for press, a two-volume work edited 
by Seymour Gitin: Ancient Pottery of Israel and Its Neighbors from the Iron 
Age through the Hellenistic Period (Jerusalem: Israel Exploration Society, 
2015). This is a magisterial work by numerous experts and should be con-
sulted to supplement the necessarily brief discussions of pottery here.

The bibliography contains mostly English-language works. That is 
because the international dialogue is most often in English, and all the 
basic Israeli archaeological publications (even doctoral dissertations) have 
long been published in English.

Biblical chronology follows Cogan and Tadmor 1988 and Cogan 
2001. For Egypt, dates are those of Shaw 2000. For wider ancient Near 
East chronology, Rainey and Notley 2006 is taken as authoritative. 

All dates are BCE unless further specified. The term Palestine is used 
only for ancient Canaan (although Roman in origin) and has no implica-
tions for the modern situation in the region.

Since this is a history of ancient Israel, not that of either the biblical 
literature or the history of Near Eastern archaeology, the reader is simply 
referred to other discussions. Few biblical commentaries are listed, for 
reasons elaborated below; the biblical text is what it now is, and the his-
torical claims that the narratives are making are clear enough to be tested 
critically. Later interpretations—“cultural memories”—are irrelevant for 
our purposes.

Most of the histories of ancient Israel written over the past fifty years 
or so are cited. But no attempt is made to compare them to the history 
offered here, because ours is quite simply unique. Readers will have to 
judge which histories are more satisfactory, more in keeping with what we 
now know and may want to know in the future.

No literature after mid-2015 could be cited, although many discus-
sions are ongoing, and there is a constant flow of new archaeological data. 
That is why this is a provisional history—and perhaps more a “phenom-
enology,” a “portrait,” as the title has it.

Alambra, Cyprus
Spring 2016
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AHUCBASJ Annual of the Hebrew Union College Biblical and Archaeo-

logical School in Jerusalem
AJA American Journal of Archaeology
ALASPM Abhandlungen zur Literatur Alt-Syrien-Palästinas und 
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Kazel, Tell al- 130, 510
Kedesh (Tel Qades) 185, 394, 513–14, 

516
Keisan, Tell 73, 75, 99, 128, 155, 234, 

264, 268, 328, 359, 373, 375, 390, 509, 
522, 565, 584, 606

Khabur River 100, 524
Kheleifeh, Tell el- (Ezion-geber) 356, 

363, 382, 394, 448, 449, 559, 563, 575, 
592, 602

Khirbe, Tell el- 515
Khorsabad 524, 568
Kinrot, Tel (Chinnereth, Tell el-ʿOrei-

meh) 127, 291, 299, 312, 328, 334, 336,  
339, 362, 375, 394, 400, 441, 458, 498, 
520, 535

Kiriath-anab 193
Kiriath-jearim 185
Kitron 187
Kla, Khirbet 394
Kumidi 81
Kuntillet ʿAjrud 394, 448, 450, 490, 495–

96, 499–501, 504, 542–43, 563, 596
Lachish 46, 73, 75, 78, 82, 86, 93, 96, 110, 

127, 140, 175, 185, 187, 217, 261–63, 
272, 281, 289, 295, 310, 317, 337–38, 
373, 393, 400, 421–24, 431, 433, 436–SBL P
res

s
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37, 439, 456–58, 485, 488, 498, 523, 
548, 551, 553, 557, 559–63, 567–68, 
570, 577–78, 588–89, 604–5, 609, 616, 
619–20

Lasharon 185
Lebanon 60, 62, 69, 128–29, 155, 176, 

223, 234, 509–10, 515–16
Lebanon Range 62
Lebanon, Mount 62
Lebo-hamath 69
Lehun 124, 314
Levant 59, 60, 64–66, 72–73, 78, 80, 

85–89, 91, 100, 105–6, 108–12, 116, 
126, 130–31, 140–43, 198, 218, 221– 
22, 245, 247, 288, 296, 315, 319, 331–
32, 334, 350, 352, 361, 365, 397, 456, 
461, 476–77, 479, 494, 508, 514, 541, 
578, 581, 587, 598–99, 601, 609

Libnah 185, 285, 436, 609, 619
Luxor 332
Maacah 345
Maʿale-Adumim 447
Madeba 313, 511
Madon 185
Magiddu 521
Mahanaim 301, 346
Maḥruq, Khirbet el- 394, 445, 535
Makkedah (Khirbet el-Qom) 185, 495, 

500, 570, 589
Makmish 268
Malḥata, Tel (Baalath-beer?) 166, 270, 

272, 285, 394, 447, 537, 558, 574, 601
Malta, Khirbet 442
Manaḥat 441
Maʿon (Ḥorvat Maʿon) 165, 552
Maqari, Khirbet el- 572
Marah el-Jumma, Khirbet 552
Mareshah 551, 558, 570, 605
Marjameh, Khirbet el- 255, 433–34, 522
Masos, Tel (biblical Hormah?) 164–67, 

170, 174–75, 185, 197, 217, 220–21, 
239, 245, 270, 294, 307, 325, 327, 337, 
357–59, 380, 558, 606, 630

Mazar, esh-Sheikh 255
Mazar, Tell el- 303, 336, 511, 518

Mazin, Khirbet 574
Medinet Habu 91, 99, 115, 141, 145, 236
Mediterranean Sea 15, 60, 62, 70, 74, 

77, 84, 87, 90, 97–99, 104–5, 109, 113, 
130, 140–41, 156, 178, 243, 299, 349, 
381, 401, 456, 510, 583–84, 587, 603

Megadim, Tel 584
Megiddo 58, 66, 67, 73, 75, 77–78, 82, 

93, 96, 108, 110–11, 127, 148, 158, 
168, 175, 185, 187, 220, 250, 261, 
263–64, 271, 273–75, 281, 292, 297, 
298–301, 303–5, 307–10, 316, 323, 
328, 334, 336, 338–40, 343, 352–54, 
359, 362, 368, 372, 374–75, 377–79, 
383–90, 392, 400, 413–16, 418, 420, 
422, 427, 444, 456–58, 460, 488–89, 
492, 521, 524, 536, 541, 564, 583, 587, 
610, 614, 626

Meṣad Ḥashavyahu (Yavneh-Yam) 565, 
582, 589, 605

Mevaseret 551
Mevorakh, Tel 73, 268
Mezad Ḥazeva (Ḥazera) 394, 448, 535, 

559, 575, 601
Michal, Tel 75, 268, 582
Migdol (Tell el-Borg) 121, 182
Mikhmoret, Tel 268, 565, 582, 587
Miqne, Tel (Ekron) 73, 94, 132, 136, 262, 

509, 579, 581, 583, 586
Moab 64, 70, 10–2, 106, 121, 125–26, 

169, 303, 313–14, 343–46, 349, 375, 
399, 454, 456, 459, 491–92, 511–12, 
518, 526–27, 547, 565–66, 600, 
612–13

Mor, Tel (Ashdod) 75, 82–83, 92, 94, 
131, 134, 359, 524

Moza 589
Mudayna al-ʿAliya, Khirbat al- 121, 124
Mudeina el-Muʿarraja 314
Mudeina eth-Thamad 512
Murabbaʿat, Wadi 541, 590
Nahaloi 187
Naḥas, Khirbet en- 244, 315, 355–56, 

375
Nami, Tel 75SBL P
res

s
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Naṣbeh, Tell en- (Mizpah?) 159, 295, 
323, 325, 392, 400, 418–19, 424, 437, 
456, 463, 468–71, 488, 498, 551, 553, 
557, 560–61, 568–69, 580

Negev Desert 62, 65, 153, 165, 203, 424, 
439, 601

Negev Valley 62, 65–67, 102, 152–53, 
165–67, 183, 203, 239, 242, 256, 272, 
288–91, 324–25, 327, 332, 334–36, 
338, 356–60, 362–63, 371, 373, 376, 
380, 382, 387, 390, 424, 439, 447–49, 
512, 563, 566, 571, 574, 576–77, 580, 
582, 600–602, 605–7, 620, 625, 630, 
635

Nes Harim 552
Nile River/Valley 93, 109, 121, 145, 182
Nimrud 523–524, 568
Nineveh 524, 559, 568, 610, 626
Ophel 277, 280, 361, 403–5, 554, 593
Orontes River 62, 89
Orontes Valley 143
Palistin 143
Palestine 20, 34, 42, 44, 51–52, 54, 56, 

58, 60, 62, 76, 81–82, 90, 114, 147, 
157, 189, 198, 228, 232, 296, 318, 358, 
397, 401, 452, 455, 513–14, 517, 523, 
630

Pella 73, 78, 101, 108, 124, 125, 303, 511, 
517

Pelusiac 121, 182
Penuel 125, 336, 346
Peqi’in 155
Philistia 68, 139, 148, 238, 317, 323, 326, 

328, 343, 347, 364, 378, 431, 436, 439, 
445, 452, 490, 509, 512, 522, 524, 535, 
547, 560, 562, 564, 567, 569, 571, 577, 
579–83, 589, 595, 605, 609, 615, 619, 
621, 625, 626, 635–36

Phoenicia 67, 100, 268, 316, 359–60, 
399, 428, 478, 487, 490, 510, 544

Pithom (Tell el-Maskhuta) 182
Poleg, Tel 268
Qana, Khirbet 515
Qantara 182
Qarqar 331, 448, 454, 510, 516, 525, 565

Qashish, Tel 158, 362, 394, 400
Qasile, Tell 134–36, 139, 145–46, 155, 

235–36, 264, 268, 290, 292, 307, 309, 
326, 337, 354, 372, 375, 390, 494, 509, 
541, 565

Qeila, Khirbet (Keilah) 552, 611
Qeiyafa, Khirbet (Shaaraim) 145, 179, 

239, 241, 272, 285–88, 295, 303, 307, 
310–11, 323–27, 337, 342, 344, 359, 
366, 370, 371, 374–75, 437, 636–37, 
647

Qina, Naḥal 575
Qiri, Tel 159, 235, 238, 272, 284, 334, 

336, 362, 394, 400, 440, 521, 535, 584
Qitmit, Ḥorvat 600, 602
Qom, Khirbet el- (Makkedah) 185, 487, 

495, 500–501, 542–43, 552, 558, 570, 
589, 596, 611

Qudadi, Tell 394, 445
Qudeirat, ʿAin el- (Kadesh-barnea) 121, 

363, 448, 575
Qudeis, ʿAin 121
Qumran 394, 446, 447, 552, 558, 563, 

572, 582, 590, 620
Qurayyah 355
Rabbah 345
Rabbath-Ammon 511
Rabud, Khirbet (Debir, aka Kiriath-sep-

her?) 184, 393, 400, 431, 552, 557, 
560, 568

Radanna, Khirbet (Beeroth) 163, 176, 
179, 217, 219–20, 240, 270, 325, 358, 
630

Radum, Ḥorvat 394, 447, 535, 559, 563, 
575

Raḥaya, Khirbet er- 255
Ramallah 163
Ramat Raḥel (Beth-haccherem?) 394, 

400, 445, 489, 551, 553, 558, 574, 579, 
588

Rameses (Pi-Ramesses) 182
Ramoth-gilead (Tell er-Rumeith) 300–

301, 517, 523, 527
Raphia 524, 547
Ras Ibn Hani 90SBL P
res

s
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Ras, Khirbet er- 441–42, 552, 573
Red Sea 64, 290, 448, 563, 575, 634
Rehob 157, 187, 345, 347
Reḥov, Tel (Tell eṣ-Ṣarem) (Beth-rehob?)  

67, 156–57, 263–64, 292, 299, 310, 
312–13, 328, 334, 336, 339, 343, 345, 
367, 372, 377–78, 383, 384–90, 393, 
400, 428, 498

Rephaim, Naḥal (Rephaim Valley) 394, 
441, 445, 558, 571

Revadim 179
Rift Valley 62, 64
Rishon le-Ziyyon 563, 565
Rujm Abu-Muheir 536
Rujm el-Baḥr 574
Rujm esh-Shajra 574
Rumeith, Tell er- (Ramoth-gilead) 300–

301, 511, 517, 524
Ṣafi, Tell eṣ- (Gath) 95, 136, 317, 346, 551
Ṣafuṭ 102, 169, 511
Saḥab 102, 169, 345, 511
Saʿidiyeh, Tell es- (Zaphon? Zarethan?)  

73, 82, 96, 101, 125, 169, 183, 336, 511, 
518

Salamis 91, 352, 485
Samaria 14, 46, 62, 65, 67–68, 158, 196, 

255, 262–63, 271, 284–85, 299, 305, 
309, 352, 354, 392, 395, 398, 400–403, 
427, 429–30, 432, 440, 442, 451–52, 
463–64, 476, 479–83, 485–87, 489, 
492, 494–96, 510, 513–15, 518–19, 
522, 524–25, 527, 530, 538–41, 543, 
547–48, 564–65, 572, 583–84, 602, 
609, 612, 622

Samaria hills 65, 68, 284–85, 427
Samiyeh, ʿAin es- 433
Samrah, Khirbet es- 446, 552, 572
Sardinia 99, 130
Sarepta 99, 130, 510
Sasa 155, 238
Seir, Mount 102, 251
Seraʿ, Tel (Ziklag?) 73, 82–83, 92–93, 

131, 136, 148, 268, 272, 290, 394, 400, 
439, 558, 571, 577, 580, 605–6, 625

Shaalabbin 187

Shaqq, Khirbet esh- 536
Sharon plain 66, 70, 139, 153, 268, 401
Shechem (Tell Balaṭah) 66–67, 72–73, 

75, 77–78, 108, 127, 158, 160–61, 186– 
87, 255, 271, 295, 297, 300–301, 362, 
393, 400, 428, 430, 432, 471–72, 522

Sheikh Zuweid 524
Shephelah 62, 65, 68–70, 76, 95, 136–37, 

139, 151–53, 238, 264, 283, 285, 293–
95, 311, 317, 323, 327, 373, 416, 420, 
436–37, 439, 441–42, 445, 451–53, 
458, 509, 512, 522–23, 553, 560, 563, 
570, 576–77, 579–80, 589, 609, 621, 
626, 630

Shihab, Tell esh- 101, 193
Shilḥa, Ḥorvat 442, 552
Shiloh (Khirbet Seilun) 67, 75, 159, 162, 

172, 174–75, 188, 194, 208, 217, 255, 
270, 277–78, 280, 282, 307, 325, 327, 
361, 368, 373, 403, 465, 521, 535, 538–
39, 544, 567, 590, 593–94, 599, 604, 
622, 630

Shimon 78
Shimron-meron 185
Shiqmona 75, 268, 509, 565, 584, 606
Shovav, Ḥorvat 553
Shunem 78
Shuqf, Tell ash- 552
Shuweikeh, Khirbet 618
Sidon 99, 100, 130, 510, 600, 603, 612, 

613
Siloam 404
Siloam Spring 501, 567
Sinai Desert 60, 448, 490, 495–96, 575
Sirion, Mount 64
Socoh (Khirbet Shuweiket er Ras?) 300, 

301, 327, 336, 344, 377, 550, 553, 618
Soreg, Tel (Aphek?) 394, 443
Sorek Valley 283, 285, 317, 441
Soreq, Tel 510
South Arabia 478, 582
Spain 99, 130, 381, 584, 587
Succoth (Wadi Tumilat) 125, 182–83, 

303, 518
Sukas, Tell 99, 130, 510SBL P
res

s
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Syria 14, 54, 60, 62, 64, 77, 86–87, 89–90, 
99–100, 106, 129, 143, 145, 157, 203, 
223, 234, 236, 343–46, 351–52, 397, 
406, 448, 454, 459, 485, 509–10, 512–
14, 517, 524, 527, 547, 584, 598, 603, 
615, 623, 634, 635

Syrian Desert 100
Syro-Arabian Desert 60, 64
Taʿanach 67, 73, 78, 158, 185, 270–71, 

275, 297, 299, 303, 310–11, 334–35, 
337, 340, 362, 374, 393, 400, 427, 489, 
490, 521

Tabaneh, Khirbet 394, 445, 535
Tappuah 67, 185
Tarsus 145
Tartessos 381
Tawilan 315, 512, 601
Taʿyinat, Tell (Neo-Assyrian Kullania)  

143, 352, 510
Tekoa (Tel Tekoa) 165, 553
Tel Aviv 65, 131, 134, 136, 424, 445, 533, 

563, 582, 584, 589
Timsah, Lake 182
Tirzah (Tell el-Farʿah North) 14, 67, 158, 

185, 275, 334, 429, 522
Tob 124
Transjordan 66, 68, 76–77, 90, 101–2, 

106, 110, 120–21, 124–26, 152, 168, 
177, 183, 189–90, 193, 198–99, 201–4, 
206–7, 209, 220–22, 226, 230–31, 233– 
34, 244, 249–52, 259, 262, 270, 275, 
301, 315, 336, 346, 355–56, 374, 379–
80, 399, 458, 482, 490, 505, 510–11, 
517–18, 523, 544, 565–66, 574, 580, 
595, 600, 606, 609, 624–25, 634–35

Tyre 99–100, 130, 156, 343, 350, 352, 
510, 522, 565, 603, 635

Ugarit 85, 87, 90, 114, 116, 130–31, 145, 
160, 613, 624

ʿUmeiri, Tell el- (Tall al-ʿUmayri) 73, 77, 
102, 110, 124–26, 152, 168–69, 172, 
177, 183, 204, 206, 220–21, 234, 239–
40, 313, 511, 600, 624

Umm ad-Dananir 102, 169
Umm el-Biyara (Sela?) 315, 601

Urartu 512
ʿUza, Ḥorvat 559, 574–75, 589, 592, 602
Wardeh 482
Wawiyat, Tell el- 154
West Bank 60, 149, 176, 194, 223, 293, 

630
Yaʿel, ʿEin 552
Yanun, Khirbet 255
Yarkon Basin/River/Gorge 134–35, 137, 

152, 235, 268, 301, 445
Yarmuk 64, 185
Yarmuk Gorge 101, 220, 511
Yenoam 90, 191, 193–94, 249–50
Yoqneʿam, Tel (biblical Jokneam) 158, 

185, 187, 238, 272, 284, 297, 334, 336, 
362, 393, 400, 432–33, 440, 521

Yurza 78, 569
Zafit, Tel (Tell eṣ-Ṣafi) (Gath) 95, 132, 

136, 138, 327, 346, 375, 459, 492
Zarqa, Wadi (the Jabbok) 511, 517
Zawiya, Khirbet 552
Zayit, Rosh (Cabul?) 268, 315–16, 373, 

376, 510
Zayit, Tel 241, 264, 272, 285, 311, 317, 

373–75, 393, 400, 436, 455, 558, 570, 
619

Zephath (Khirbet Sitt Leila) 185
Zered 64
Zerʿin, Tall 300
Zeror, Tel 268
Zimra, Naḥal 442, 553
Zincirli (Samʾal) 352, 510, 636
Zion 404, 540, 596
Ziph 550, 553
Zippor, Tel (Tell Sipori) 137
Ziraʿa, Tall 73, 101, 125–26, 220, 242, 

247, 301, 511
Zobah 345, 347, 635

SBL P
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Abdi-Heba 108
Adad-nirari III 565
administrative districts, centers 300–

301, 355, 406–14, 422–27, 559–60, 
578. See also political organization.

Adnah 499
agrarian model 151, 161–73, 209–10, 

222–33, 453. See also agriculture; 
domestic mode of production.

agriculture 168, 225, 396–97. See also 
agrarian model; diet; family; socio-
economic structure; villages.

Ahab 14, 260–62, 331, 338, 344, 348, 
402, 415, 454, 459–60, 492, 525–27, 
530, 536

Ahaz 488, 531, 612, 619, 626
Ahaziah 454, 460, 492, 527
Ahiram. See Hiram
Amarna age 79–81, 102–9, 131–32, 148, 

223. See also Canaan, Canaanites; Late 
Bronze Age.

Amaziah 348, 421, 459, 531
Amenhotep III 78
Amenhotep IV 78, 89
Amminadab 566
Ammonites 101–2, 346. See also Tran-

sjordan; see Ammon in place names 
index.

Ammurapi 90
Amnon 18
Amon 611
Amorites 72, 89
Anatolia, migrations of Sea Peoples, 143– 

46
Annales school 12–13, 194, 631

Arameans 100–101, 126–27, 269–70, 
312–13, 345–46, 348, 429, 459–60, 
510–11

archaeology
“biblical” and other terminology  

6–7, 20
as “primary data” 15–18, 32–36
theories and, 5–8, 72, 210, 214–15, 

638–40
See also hermeneutics; history-writ-
ing; material culture; thing theory.

art 309–11, 483–91, 592. See also tech-
nology.

Asherah 275, 499–501, 595–600, 613. 
See also religion.

Assurbanipal 566, 603, 608, 611
Assur-bel-kala 100
Assyrian destructions 512–24, 547–57
Axial Age 364
Ayarammu 566
Azariah 637
Baasha 565
Babylonian destructions 603–8
Balaam 518
Ba‘lu-Shipti 108
Baruch 161, 209, 256, 590
Ben-hadad 459–60, 527–28
Berekyahu 590, 622
bêt ʾāb 170, 188, 470, 502. See also fami-

ly’s houses; patrimonial model; socio-
economic structure.

Bull Site 159–61, 177–78, 241
burials. See tombs.
C-14 dates 220, 263, 292, 335, 339–41, 

356, 383–90. See also chronology.
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Canaan, Canaanites
in Amarna age 78–81
continuity into Iron Age 124–31, 139, 

148, 264
cosmopolitan culture 85–86
end at Late Bronze Age 87–97, 

107–12
ethnicity 85
geographical extent 85
languages, writing systems 85
succeeded by Philistines 99–100
temples, deities 86–87
in Ugaritic texts 87–91
See also Late Bronze Age; Canaan in 

place names index.
capitals. See Jerusalem and Samaria in 

place names index. See also political 
organization.

Chemoshnadab 566
chronology

biblical 263
chronological systems 260–63, 384
conventional 259–61
low 261–64, 278, 282, 323, 330–31, 

335–38, 341, 383–90
See also C-14 dates; earthquakes; 
modified conventional chronology; 
pottery.

cisterns 176
city, definitions 296–97
climate, climate change 109–10, 202–4
collapse model 87–89, 107–12
collar-rim jars 159, 162, 165, 169, 177, 

208
conquest model, Hebrew Bible 183–89, 

630–34. See also earliest Israel; war-
fare.

copper production 167, 299, 315, 356–60
core–periphery model 82
corvée 360
cultural memory 49
Cyprus 87, 90–91, 98, 134, 140–46, 286, 

290, 299, 305–8, 316, 359–60. See also 
Philistines: routes; pottery.

Dan stela 330, 348–49, 492–93

David 18, 264, 268, 277, 278–81, 315, 
318–19, 328, 330–32, 342, 344–49, 
360–61, 365–66, 369, 371–72, 375, 
377–78, 380–81, 403–5, 454, 459–60, 
492, 554, 632, 634–37, 647

David’s citadel 279–80
defense systems 312–17, 508–25. See 

also warfare.
demography. See population estimates.
deportations

Assyrian 524, 578
Babylonian 604–8

Deuteronomistic History (Dtr) 3–5, 181,  
609–10, 616–18. See also history, his-
toriography; sources.

dialogue 22, 55–56, 642–43
diet 18–19, 161, 165, 209. See also agri-

culture.
dimorphic society 224
domestic mode of production 172, 299
earliest Israel. See agrarian model; 

Canaan, Canaanites; chronology; con-
quest model, Hebrew Bible; domestic 
mode of production; Egypt; exodus: 
route; settlement type and distribu-
tion; Sinai route; socioeconomic 
structure; Transjordan; villages.

earthquakes 85, 110, 220, 269, 273, 291, 
424

economy. See agrarian model; corvée; 
family; hoards, silver; olive-oil pro-
duction; socioeconomic structure; 
trade; weights, measures.

Edom, Edomites. See copper production; 
Transjordan; Edom in place names 
index.

egalitarianism 150, 172–73. See also 
ideology, art, culture; socioeconomic 
structure.

Egypt. See Amarna age; Canaan, Canaan-
ites; Merenptah, Victory Stela; Shosh-
enq; Siamun; Egypt in place names 
index.

Elijah 527
Elisha 527, 530SBL P
res

s
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elite emulation 82
Eliyashib 589
empty land 606–7
environment. See geography.
epistemology. See hermeneutics.
Esarhaddon 566, 569, 603, 608–10, 611
Eshbaal 636, 637
ethnicity

Canaanite 85–87
Israelite 141, 147, 169, 204, 210–18, 

227–31, 304, 324–30, 475–76, 505– 
8, 601–3

See also trait lists.
European Seminar on Method in Israel’s 

History 20–23, 45–48
Evil-Merodach 627
exodus

route 121–24, 181–83
story 120–24

family. See agrarian model; bêt ʾāb; 
diet; domestic mode of production; 
household shrines; houses, Israelite; 
patrimonial model; religion; socio-
economic structure; ideology, art, cul-
ture; tombs; villages; women.

family size 467–70, 535, 538
figurines 489–90, 499, 594–96. See also 

Asherah; ideology, art, culture; reli-
gion.

foreign relations 179–80, 312–17, 508– 
24, 564–67. See also Arameans; Assyr-
ian destructions; Babylonian destruc-
tions; economy; Egypt; Philistines; 
Phoenicia; political organization; 
state; technology; Transjordan.

forts 289–91, 362–64, 399, 443–49, 563–
64, 672–77

gates, city 338–40, 352–54, 404–10, 418–
23, 429–30, 437, 446–47, 456

Gemariah 567, 590
Gemaryahu 590
General Systems Theory, model 73–74
geography

biblical perceptions 68–71
determinism 59–60, 65–68

geography (cont.)
Levantine 59–68
north–south division 65–68

Habiru 80, 106
Hadadezer 345, 347, 635
Hazael 348, 368, 454, 459, 492, 527–28, 

537
hermeneutics

archaeological 32–34
textual 25–32
See also meaning; sources; values.

Hezekiah 361, 406, 460, 479, 488, 527–
28, 531, 533, 542, 553–56, 559, 579, 
609, 612, 618–19

hierarchy, site 6, 25–34, 271–72, 361–69, 
392–99, 557–59

Hiram 350, 352, 635
history, historiography

archaeological 5–18
Hebrew Bible 3–5, 14–15
kinds of 12–13, 631
meanings of 6–12, 29–30
methods of 5–12
models 2–3
new attempts, Israel 19–24, 34–36, 

55–56, 642–47
secular, Palestine and Israel 34
textual 13–19
things/material culture, reading 5–12, 

29–30
See also Deuteronomistic History; 
hermeneutics; meaning; sources; 
values.

hoards, silver 129, 585–86
Horemheb 89
Hoshayahu 588–89
Hoshea 460, 527, 531
household shrines 598–99
houses, Israelite 161–67, 170–72, 177, 

188, 197, 199, 215, 256, 412–13, 428–
37, 465, 471. See also agrarian model; 
domestic mode of production; family; 
socioeconomic structure.

iconography. See art; figurines; ideology, 
art, culture; seals.SBL P
res

s
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ideology, art, culture 177–79, 309–12, 
483–508, 588–601. See also art; egali-
tarianism; hermeneutics; meaning; 
postmodernism; religion; socioeco-
nomic structure; values.

Ikausu 605
inscriptions, royal. See Siloam tunnel. See 

also literacy; ostraca.
iron 67, 69, 136, 155, 163, 172, 177, 240, 
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