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Until recently, the voices of women who interpreted the Bible prior to the 
feminism of the late twentieth century had been largely forgotten. How-
ever, the current recovery of these women’s interpretive works reveals 
writings that seem “strangely familiar” in their anticipation of later femi-
nist approaches to the biblical text and their thematic interest in liberation. 
In this volume, the contributions of seventeenth- to nineteenth-century 
women—including Arcangela Tarabotti, Aemelia Lanyer, and Josephine 
Butler—are addressed in their historical and cultural contexts. Each of 
these recovered authors worked to liberate women from interpretations 
of the Bible that proved oppressive to them. Leading feminist biblical scholars assess the works of these forerunners, 
or protofeminists, in light of contemporary feminist approaches, and the collection as a whole illustrates the signifi-
cance of these neglected works for reception history, biblical studies, and women’s studies.
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