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FOREWORD

The present grammar of the Phoenician-Punic has its origin in a
systematic investigation and study of the language which I first
undertook more than twenty years ago and have since then pursued
in numerous specialized studies. From the start my purpose was to
attempt a description of Phoenician and Punic based on an inde-
pendent analysis of the language and its literature. Motivating my
work was the perception that the description of Phoenician in exist-
ing grammars of the language was so exceedingly reliant upon the
traditional descriptions of Classical Hebrew that the true character
and genius of Phoenician had been seriously misrepresented and
distorted. My work was also fed by the desire to seek out details of
Phoenician grammar and lexicon not recorded in existing Phoeni-
cian grammars in order to “fill out the paradigm” with new, fuller
and more precise information about all aspects of the language. Pre-
sented in this grammar is a comprehensive statement of the results
of my work.

It will be immediately apparent to those who consult this gram-
mar that it is fundamentally informed by my personal understand-
ing of the individual texts of the Phoenician and Punic literary cor-
pus and of the rich lexical treasure they contain. My understanding
and translations of these texts are registered in my‘recent work
Phoenician and Punic Dictionary, to be published an 2000 by Pecters in
Leuven (Louvain). The reader may also wish|to.€onsult my prelim-
inary sketches of the grammar of Phoenigian presented in my refer-
ence encyclopedia articles Phoenician, pages 222-223 in the Anchor Bible
Dictionary, vol. 4 K-N (Doubleday: New York;"1992), and in Phoeni-
ctan/ Punic in the forthcoming book The Encyclopedia of the World’s Lan-
guages: Past and Present to be published, in May, 2000, by the H.-W.
Wilson Press in New York.

The topics discussediin this work are necessarily selective. It is,
needless to say, ampessible within the confines of any modest work
to cover in detail every feature of morphophonology and syntax. My
object has been toprovide good general coverage but, perhaps more
important, (i) to_present data and discussion not contained in other
works and. (ii) to present new and existing data accurately, based on
my own researches in Phoenician and Punic grammar. Much of the
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X1V FOREWORD

new information presented in this work, invaluable for an understand-
ing of the morphophonology of Phoenician and Punic, is drawn from
the fully vocalized Latin-letter Punic and Neo-Punic preserved by
Plautus in his play Poenulus, and from the late Neo-Punic in Latin-
letters of the inscriptions of the hinterland of Roman Tripolitania.
Although I have published studies in both, my larger monographs
on this most important literature have not yet appeared. The read-
er will, however, find the substance of this work in the Phoenician and
Punic Dictionary and in the pages of this grammar.

In one important respect this grammar differs from others. Rath-
er than adhering to the traditional discrete bifurcation of Morphol-
ogy and Syntax, this work includes the two within the same chap-
ter, each chapter consisting of Part A Morphology and Part B Syntax
and Usage. This in my considered opinion is a rather more “user-
friendly” presentation of forms and usage, designed to achieve con-
venience of reference.

This grammar of Phoenician-Punic, as all scholarly works, has a
long and noble ancestry in the rich scholarship of the past and present.
For the convenience of the reader, I provide here a comprehensive
bibliography of the existing major grammars and lexicons-glossaries
of Phoenician-Punic.
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1997  Gramatica Fenicia Elemental. Madrid:
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HarrisgZellig Shabbetai
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Series Volume 8. New Haven: American Oriental Soci-
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