SBL Green Open Access Permission Request
Academic, peer-reviewed publishing uniquely serves higher education by setting standards,
vetting content and methodology, and disseminating research. Such publishing also is a means
of professional development by providing credentialing for tenure and promotion. Thus,
academic publishers are an essential component of the higher education ecology. In this
ecosystem, the stakeholders—scholars, institutions, publishers, libraries, learned societies, and
public and private funding agencies—support each other’s role to create a long-term and
sustainable system that promotes collaboration and communication.
In order to foster biblical scholarship and scholarly communication, the Society of Biblical
Literature allows specific and reasonable dissemination of the results of scholarly research
published within its books and journals. By completing and signing this permission request form,
the author indicates that he or she has read, understands, and agrees to abide by the SBL Green
Open Access policy provided in Appendix A below.
1. Person making the request: _____________________________________________________
* Only the author of an SBL article, essay, or book review is permitted to make an openaccess request for that work.
2. Author(s): ___________________________________________________________________
* If a work is authored by two or more individuals, all of the authors of the work must agree
to its open-access dissemination by signing as a co-author below.
3. Title of article or essay: ________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
4. Publication Details: ___________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
* For a journal article, supply the name, volume number, year, and page numbers. For an
essay in a collection, list the editor(s), book series + number, year of publication, and page
numbers.
5. Month and year of SBL publication: ______________________________________________
6. Month and year of OA posting: __________________________________________________
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* The OA posting must be at least 18 months after the SBL publication date.
7. Who will host the OA posting? __________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
* If you will host the document, provide a URL for the website where it will be posted. If your
employer or sponsoring organization will host it, give the full name of the organization, the
email address of a contact, and a URL for the document or for the section of the website that
will host the document. If you serve multiple institutions, provide complete information for
each institution that wishes to host the document.
8. In what file format will the postprint manuscript be posted? __________________________
* A postprint manuscript is an author’s version of the article or essay that has been accepted
for publication, following peer review and after revisions have been made. It is not the final
publisher’s copy, and authors are not permitted to post electronic offprints of the published
article or essay online.
9. Sign and date this permission request (include the same for any co-authors), then mail or
email a scan of the form to:
Open-Access Permission
Society of Biblical Literature
825 Houston Mill Road, Suite 350
Atlanta, GA 30329 U.S.A.
sbloa@sbl-site.org
_____________________________________________________________________________
Name (print and sign)
Date
_____________________________________________________________________________
Co-author (print and sign)
Date
_____________________________________________________________________________
Co-author (print and sign)
Date

APPENDIX A
General Policy
The SBL endorses a Green Open Access (GOA) policy. This policy allows the author to post or
archive a PDF file of the postprint manuscript in specified types of open-access locations—the
author’s institutional repository (IR) and the author’s personal or institutional website—
following an eighteen-month embargo from publication date. The complete article citation must
be provided as specified by SBL.
Policy Details
1. The author must request permission to post the article through the SBL Green Open
Access Agreement Form, which will be provided as part of the publishing agreement,
will be available online for electronic submission, or can be requested at any time.
2. Permission to post a postprint manuscript may be requested at any time, provided that
open-access availability is delayed until eighteen months after first publication in the
journal or book (print or online).
3. Any posting of an SBL-published work must acknowledge the SBL’s copyright of said
work and the source of the original publication. The wording of this citation will be
provided by SBL in the GOA Agreement.
4. The SBL GOA policy applies only to articles and book reviews published in an SBL journal,
whether print or online, and to essays in an SBL-published multi-author work. It does
not extend to singly authored monographs, and the public dissemination of any booklength SBL publication is expressly prohibited.
5. The SBL grants the right to post an SBL-published article or essay only to the authors of
the work, who may then provide the published work to the author’s employer or
sponsoring organization. Authors may not authorize any other third party to post an
author’s SBL-published work on the Internet and should refer any inquiries of this sort
to the SBL Publications office.
6. For works authored by more than one person, the right to post the work publicly
extends equally to each author, provided that all the authors of the work agree to the
open-access dissemination of the material.
7. The grant of rights under this policy applies only to an author’s personal website or to
the official website of an author’s employer or sponsoring organization. This policy does
not, at this time, extend permission to post an article or essay on any other aggregated
site or portal, such as academia.edu or the Open Library of Humanities. Other sites
should rather link to the permitted archival locations.
8. If an author is employed by multiple institutions (as adjunct, lecturer, visiting professor,
or scholar in residence), an article or essay may be archived in multiple IRs.
9. For IRs, an archived or posted article may include a link to the published journal article
(publisher’s copy) in the institution’s online databases only if access to the online library
database is protected and available only to members of the institution.
10. The author and the institution bear responsibility for checking the contractual status of
material in an article that has rights and permissions associated with it and that may be
required in the article’s pre- or postprint manuscript form.
11. An institutional repository will have permission to archive and display a permissible
article after that institution no longer employs the article’s author.
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12. This policy does not include permission to reuse or publish an SBL-published work in any
form, whether print or electronic, whether for profit (commercial use) or not for profit,
nor does it authorize the author or the author’s institution to license or give permission
for the reuse or republication of that work to a third party.
13. The publisher's copy, namely, the PDF offprint authors receive, may not be posted at all.
14. By granting authors permission to make available their SBL-published work on the
Internet, SBL does not relinquish any of its rights as the copyright holder.
15. Any open-access questions not addressed by this policy should be referred to the SBL
Publications office.

