Society of Biblical Literature Green Open Access Policy
Academic, peer-reviewed publishing uniquely serves higher education by setting standards, vetting
content and methodology, and disseminating research. Such publishing also is a means of professional
development through credentialing for tenure and promotion. Consequently, academic publishers are
an essential component of the higher education ecology. In this ecosystem, the stakeholders—scholars,
institutions, publishers, libraries, learned societies, and public and private funding agencies—support
each other’s role to create a long-term and sustainable system that promotes collaboration and
communication.
In order to foster biblical scholarship and scholarly communication, the Society of Biblical Literature
allows specific and reasonable dissemination of the results of scholarly research published within its
books and journals.
The SBL has established the following policy for authors of journal articles, book reviews, and book
essays who wish to make their SBL-published work digitally available on a personal or institutional
website and in an institutional repository. The policy specifies the circumstances under which authors
may make available SBL-published material on the Internet and notes any limitations on the distribution
of such material.
Terminology
• Embargo: a delay on the posting or archiving of an article or essay (as a digital file) for a
specified period of time.
• Green Open Access: a specified version of a work—one accepted for publication—may be made
available on a personal or institutional website for free public use (self-archive) or in the
author’s institutional repository (IR).
• Preprint manuscript: a file of the author’s own version of the article or essay as it existed when
it was submitted for peer review, namely, prior to acceptance or revisions from the peer-review
process. This version is also called the preacceptance work or author-original work. The SBL
makes no claim to copyright on any work prior to its publication.
• Postprint manuscript: an author’s version of the article or essay, which has been accepted for
publication, following peer review and after revisions have been made, but not the final
publisher’s copy. This version is also called the prepublication work or author-accepted
manuscript.
• Publisher’s copy: a PDF of the typeset and published version including the journal or book
formatting and folios. This version is also called the published work or version of record.
General Policy
The SBL endorses a Green Open Access (GOA) policy. This policy allows the author to post or archive a
PDF file of the postprint manuscript in specified types of open-access locations—the author’s institutional
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repository (IR) and the author’s personal or institutional website—following an eighteen-month embargo
from publication date. The complete article citation must be provided as specified by SBL.
Policy Details
1. The author must request permission to post the article through the SBL Green Open Access
Permission Request form, which will be provided as part of the publishing agreement, will be
available online for electronic submission, or can be requested at any time.
2. Permission to post a postprint manuscript may be requested at any time, provided that openaccess availability is delayed until eighteen months after first publication in the journal or book
(print or online).
3. Any posting of an SBL-published work must acknowledge the SBL’s copyright of said work and
the source of the original publication. The wording of this citation will be provided by SBL in the
GOA Agreement.
4. The SBL GOA policy applies only to articles and book reviews published in an SBL journal,
whether print or online, and to essays in an SBL-published multi-author work. It does not extend
to singly authored monographs, and the public dissemination of any book-length SBL publication
is expressly prohibited.
5. The SBL grants the right to post an SBL-published article or essay only to the authors of the
work, who may then provide the published work to the author’s employer or sponsoring
organization. Authors may not authorize any other third party to post an author’s SBL-published
work on the Internet and should refer any inquiries of this sort to the SBL Publications office.
6. For works authored by more than one person, the right to post the work publicly extends
equally to each author, provided that all the authors of the work agree to the open-access
dissemination of the material.
7. The grant of rights under this policy applies only to an author’s personal website or to the
official website of an author’s employer or sponsoring organization. This policy does not, at this
time, extend permission to post an article or essay on any other aggregated site or portal, such
as academia.edu or the Open Library of Humanities. Other sites should rather link to the
permitted archival locations.
8. If an author is employed by multiple institutions (as adjunct, lecturer, visiting professor, or
scholar in residence), an article or essay may be archived in multiple IRs.
9. For IRs, an archived or posted article may include a link to the published journal article
(publisher’s copy) in the institution’s online databases only if access to the online library
database is protected and available only to members of the institution.
10. The author and the institution bear responsibility for checking the contractual status of material
in an article that has rights and permissions associated with it and that may be required in the
article’s pre- or postprint manuscript form.
11. An institutional repository will have permission to archive and display a permissible article after
that institution no longer employs the article’s author.
12. This policy does not include permission to reuse or publish an SBL-published work in any form,
whether print or electronic, whether for profit (commercial use) or not for profit, nor does it
authorize the author or the author’s institution to license or give permission for the reuse or
republication of that work to a third party.
13. The publisher's copy, namely, the PDF offprint authors receive, may not be posted at all.
14. By granting authors permission to make available their SBL-published work on the Internet, SBL
does not relinquish any of its rights as the copyright holder.
15. Any open-access questions not addressed by this policy should be referred to the SBL
Publications office.
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