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Preface

The essays in this volume are offered in celebration of Christopher R.
Seitz and his wide-ranging contributions to the theological disciplines. As
observed in the title of the Festschrift, Professor Seitz’s scholarlysinterests
and probing reflect the fertility of his own mind and his desire to breach
the walls separating the various theological disciplines..Those who have
studied under Professor Seitz will not struggle to.recall his ability to move
seamlessly from a discussion of von Rad to Diodore or Beuken to the
English Prayer Book tradition. Classically frained in the critical tradition
of Old Testament studies, ProfessonSeitz eventually understood the quest
for catholic objectivity assureddby critical approaches as having run its
course. His interests turned to include'the Christian interpretive tradition,
finding within this broad river a set of reading instincts properly deemed
Christian. Yet, for Professor Seitz, theturn to the tradition has been no
mere atavistic retrievallbut demanded some accounting of our current
providential momention the far$ide of modern critical inquiry. Moreover,
his identity as@ churchman has remained central to his critical and con-
structive work, asithe contents of his many books attest. We believe that
comingfgenerationsiwill recognize with gratitude Seitz’s crucial role in
openingupragain the study of the Old Testament and wider canon to the
creative tools of theological and ecclesial reflection.

The essays in this book reflect the scope of Professor Seitz’s own inter-
ests and work, as well as his deep and constructive influence on many of
the individual contributors and their own scholarly work. The chapters
are too many to offer a précis of each one of them, but the larger themes
contained in the book’s title present themselves throughout the volume.
Stephen B. Chapman’s chapter, for example, demonstrates the value of
diachronic understandings of the Old Testament’s compositional history
for the sake of a richer synchronic reading. Figural exegesis as a faith-
ful reading practice commensurate with Scripture’s ontology appears in
several chapters, for example, Gary A. Anderson, Joseph L. Mangina,
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Xiv Preface

and Donald Collett, to name a few. Nathan MacDonald and Robert C.
Kashow offer trenchant examples of critical exegesis. Daniel R. Driver
and Jamie A. Grant engage the Psalter’s history of reception and pastoral
implications. Neil B. MacDonald’s essay on the risen Jesus’s sovereignty
over time reflects Seitz’s long-term concern to think of the identity of
Israel’s God as a constraint on our understanding of Jesus’s identity, an
interest whose roots are traced to Seitz’s earlier days at Yale during the
tenure of Hans Frei. Mark W. Elliott’s essay leans into Seitz’s larger bibli-
cal theological interests, particularly the ways in which a two-testament
canon characterizes God’s identity. Likewise, Ephraim Radner’s essay
provides a thought-provoking experiment on Christian andgJewish rela-
tions to a shared scriptural inheritance. Both communities.ofjreading
must come to theodical terms with a missing body: Jewsiand their temple,
Christians and their Christ. Raymond C. van Léeuwenoffers a fine
essay on Ecclesiastes and its affirmation of the geedness of creation and
the inescapability of hebel’s claim on it. Sevetal essays on John’s Gospel
appear, notably, David Trobisch’s. Grant Mackaskill provides a compelling
case for Paul’s positive reception of Israel’s torah in critical conversation
with N. T. Wright and Douglas Campbell. The chapters listed here are
illustrative of the volume’s broad swéep. What might appear prima facie
as an inchoate collection will prove omsecond glance to hold together. For
this volume reflects the tireless energy and enthusiasm our honoree has
for the Christian canonits verbal character, principle subject matter, and
continued life-giving presence ift Christ’s church.

A few wotds shouldibe said about this book’s honoree. Years ago,
James Crenshaw wrote a helpful biography of Gerhard von Rad. Crenshaw
situated'von Rad withift his academic context and training. We follow von
Rad fromghis student days to his professorship at Heidelberg. Along the
way, Crenshaw offered readers a capable outline of von Rad’s life, with a
useful entry to the broad contours of his work. Brevard Childs thought
the same of Crenshaw’s biography and said as much in a review of it. But
something was missing from Crenshaw’s biography in Childs’s estimation.
“Probably those scholars who were privileged to know von Rad personally
will come away with some feelings of incompleteness. The full dimension
of his unusual personality tends to get lost in the description of his work.”!
Crenshaw’s presentation of von Rad the man struck Childs as colorless,

1. Brevard S. Childs, review of Gerhard von Rad, by James L. Crenshaw, JBL 100
(1981): 460.
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when apparently for those who knew him, his person was round and
robust, his sermons the stuff of homiletical legend. The magnetism of the
man seemed lost in Crenshaw’s presentation.

What Childs felt was missing from the biography is, in fact, a dif-
ficult feature to deliver. One had to experience von Rad in the flesh, and,
unfortunately, von Rad no longer roamed the earth. Many of the con-
tributors to this volume, however, have experienced Seitz in person. If
there are stuffy academics out there, Christopher Seitz is their antipode.
His presence fills a seminar room. So many of us crammed into these
settings to watch him in action: quick, capacious, energetic, inquisitive,
bulldogged, and all of this intermingled with uproarious laughter. One of
the contributors to this volume once compared Professor Seitzslecturing
and seminar style to a jazz musician. “Watch and enjoy it,” he quipped,
“but don't try to imitate it” How could we? There islonlyone of him, and
the features mentioned here only reflect his professional life. Seitz’s mar-
riage to Elizabeth, his love of sporting dogs, his basketball experience as
an undergraduate at UNC Chapel Hill, and a host/of other features of
Seitz’s existence attest to a life lived full and well. For those of us who
studied under Professor Seitz,«we remain grateful to have been caught
in his gravitational force. As Heb'13i7 reminds, we give thanks for those
who delivered the word of God to us:

Mark Gignilliat
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A Tribute

Claire Mathews McGinnis

An occasion for a Festchrift is always bittersweet. In celebrating,the life’s
work of one of our esteemed colleagues we also acknowledge the pass-
ing of time, the maturing of a generation of teachers and,scholars, and
the humbling truth that our influence will one day remain only in those
things we have written and in those studentsfwhoem we have mentored.
Chris’s body of written work speaks for itself: What cannot be captured in
a curriculum vitae are the ways in which a scholar or teacher has affected
students in the classroom, the colleague downithe hall, or the scholar in a
professional working group. Thushweuld like to use this occasion to share
something about Chris Seitz as a persen, a teacher, a priest, and a mentor.

One of the good fortunes in my life was to have Chris as the direc-
tor of my dissertation:In retrospect it was an important pivot to where
I am today, having'had a‘long and happy career at just one institution. I
had floundered a bit forma dissertation topic in the prophets and, as was
typical of me at thé time, had landed on a question that was much larger
than I would have beenfable to accomplish with the skills and knowledge I
then had, in@ reasonable amount of time. If not for Chris’s help I imagine
I would have found myself in a position I most dreaded: as the graying
graduate student toiling away in the Yale Divinity library while multiple
generations of students commenced, and completed, their degrees.

At the time Chris was working on Zion’s Final Destiny (Isa 36-39).! He
suggested that I might focus my research on chapters 34-35 and their role
within the larger whole. I immediately recognized it as a very doable topic
and one that would place me at the table of Isaiah scholars working on the
redactional history and nature of the book’s shaping as a whole. I also had

1. Christopher Seitz, Zion’s Final Destiny: The Development of the Book of Isaiah;
a Reassessment of Isaiah 36-39 (Minneapolis: Fortress, 1991).
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2 Claire Mathews McGinnis

had the embarrassingly good fortune of having been offered a job, contin-
gent on the successful completion of a dissertation, and the topic Chris
offered me was key to my actually taking hold of this position.

Another benefit for which I am equally grateful is that writing under
Chris’s direction enabled me to get to know him in ways I would not have,
say, in the classroom or at the Annual Meeting of the Society of Biblical Lit-
erature. There is a kind of intellectual passion and religious commitment
that animates and focuses his work. These passions are combined with
a particular intensity. Had I not known him personally, in professional
meetings I likely would have misread this intensity as a kind of intellectual
aggression. But there are others sides of him that temper this intensity.
In particular, I am fond of his humor. He is actually very funnys It’s not
the kind of humor that resides in retellable jokes butimere an attitude, a
way of coming up with quips in the moment that are bethcontextually a
propos and outrageously truthful. I believe thatsevery family has its own
repository of inside jokes, and a number of ChriS’s quips have become
part of my own family’s shared tradition. This humoxris also paired with a
kind of funness that can lift one’s spirits; Chris can also be incredibly pas-
toral. I remember one particular’conversation after the accidental death of
a Yale Divinity School student in which we talked about the complexity of
people’s lives. I was struck by the wisdem shared in that conversation and
by the experience of such a pastoral conversation in the hall of offices that
usually inspired a kind'ef anxiety and fear among our cadre of aspiring
biblical scholars:

When he‘was at Yale;, Chris’s majestic Weimaraner, Bror, was some-
thing of assidekick and @ fixture on campus. One day when Chris was
preachifig in Marquand chapel, Bror could hear Chris’s voice from his
office belew and jaccompanied the sermon with howling Amens. Chris
handled this with grace and humor. Of all the small pieces of advice my
Herr Doktor Professor offered during my dissertation stage, one particu-
larly helpful one was to walk when troubling through a knotty problem.
We once took a stroll with Brer to talk through some Isaianic problem,
and this is a practice that has served me well (without the company of
Bror, of course).

Chris has roots in North Carolina. Although Baltimore has long been
my home, my family spent summer vacations in Pawley’s Island, South
Carolina, where Chris later served in an Episcopal parish. We shared
this particular connection to place, and I appreciated his willingness to
broaden our friendship beyond the confines of office and library. He was
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a strong advocate for me, helping to make connections with de Gruyter in
Germany, through whom the dissertation was published, and welcoming
me into the community of Society of Biblical Literature scholars working
on Isaiah.

I am equally grateful for his mentorship during my pretenure and
early tenured years when I was also bearing children. So much had been
invested in my academic training, both by my professors and by the kind
donors through whom I received financial aid. The feeling that I had to
make good on their expectations was a heavy burden, but as a mentor
Chris always supported my choices to forego writing projects in order to
spend more time with my children in their preciously shortschildhoods.
This was an invaluable affirmation and gift.

In more recent years our paths have diverged geographically and intel-
lectually. While I am sure there are many things on which"we might now
disagree, there are also certain fundamental onesdibelieye that we share; I
have a real appreciation for Chris’s prolific effort tofextend Brevard Child’s
canonical work and on retrieving and upholding the Christian church’s
long tradition of reading the ElderTestament and the New in tandem, in
keeping with the rule of faith. £hris’s advice ‘and mentorship have been
integral to launching my own satisfying career as a teacher and scholar.
For this, for his good humor, pastoraliconcern, and intellectual passion, I
remain always in his debt.








