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In memory of Klaus Koch (1926-2019), a great theologian who long
before others recognized the theological significance of LXX studies.

Im Andenken an Klaus Koch (1926-2019), einen grofien Theologen, der
lange vor anderen die eigenststdndige Bedeutung der LXX erkannt hat.
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Preface

Scholars have been engaged in innovative Septuagint research for some
decades now. Whereas in previous centuries text-critical analysis was
the focus of this research, recently hermeneutical research has pre-
dominated. Various research projects developed, with one in particular
gaining in urgency: the formulation of a theology of the Septuagint. It
was decided to formally register a research project in this regard. Martin
Rosel and Johann Cook have independently published some suggestions
as to what is necessary to construe such a theology. The former obtained
research funds from the “Kultusministerium des Landes Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern” in Germany in order to pursue this research project. He
was granted a sabbatical by the University of Rostock and had sufficient
funds to invite a number of specialists to participate in a_eenference in
collaboration with Johann Cook from Stellenbosch University:"€ook in
turn obtained additional funds from the South AfricanilNational Research
Foundation (SANRF) and Stellenbosch University. Theylinvited eight
international specialists and nine scholars fromsSouth Africa. With an
eye to the future, two students—Joel Ruark and Kyleé Young—were also
invited to present papers.

The congress took place 17-19 August,2018 in the Department of
Ancient Studies of Stellenbos¢h University,’and the proceedings are
hereby published. Shortly after thefcongress, Martin Rosel was one of
the reviewers of the dissertation by Stefanie Peintner (born Plangger), a
former student of Eberhard Bons at the University of Strasbourg. Since
her work fits very well with the theme of the conference, she was asked to
contribute an essay to the proceedings. So, a total of nineteen papers are
published.

This project turneddnto a Riesenarbeit, and so many specific indi-
vidualsfand instancesmeed to be thanked. First, Stellenbosch University
allowed us'to make use of their excellent research facilities. The chairper-
son of the Department of Ancient Studies, Professor Annemaré Kotzé,
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xii Preface

received us with open arms and made us feel at home. The Vice-Rector:
Research of the university, Professor Eugene Cloete, made funds available
to make the congress possible. We also express our gratitude for the gen-
erous scholarship and additional funding provided by the “Theoria-Kurt
von Fritz Science Program” in Mecklenburg-Vorpommern, Germany.
Without this financial assistance, the congress would not have been pos-
sible. The preparation for and running of the conference itself as well as
the postcongress activities were ably orchestrated by various individuals:
Mrs. Louise Damons, current Administrative Officer of the Department
of Ancient Studies, and two student assistants of this Department: Jacques
Cilliers and Marcus Joubert. Many thanks also to Luise Gerber and Ger-
trud Frenzel (both Rostock, Germany) for the preparation of the German
essays for publication. A special word of appreciation is in order to
Gideon Kotzé from Potchefstroom, who took responsibility for the final
preparations of the collection for publication. Finally, we thank the par-
ticipants for their willingness to collaborate to make the congress not only
possible but such a success.

Johann Cook
Martin Rosel
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ed. Chicago: University of Chicago, 2000.

Brown, Francis, SamuebhR. Driver and Charles A. Briggs, A
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Clarendon. Press, 1906.
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1997.
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