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Time is a ... queer thing, to put it mildly.

I sit here revising and updating these acknowledgments more than a
year now into a global pandemic, and all of its associated, or just exacer-
bating apocalypses. This has been “the longest March,” for so many of us,
with so many losses, only some of which we have had the opportunity to
even initially acknowledge. We remain after, or in pursuit of a better, more
just world, but we are otherwise hardly after, or past persistent kyriarchal
conditions, even as these differ in some key ways from the kyriarchal con-
ditions faced by the Corinthian women prophets. Those times when I was
still in classrooms with students, or in churches, synagogues, or the streets
with friends, grappling with both these pasts and our presents, somehow
feel like both yesterday and a lifetime ago. I hope enough.ef us survive
this, because too many of us have not, underscoring that wesshould do
much more than aspire to “get back to normal,” givensthe dehumanizing
and debilitating conditions that passed for normal (befofe'we completed
this book about our after.

Any energy or insight I have to contributedin @ither past or pres-
ent times were made possible and, thus, itrevocably shaped by my time
learning with and from Antoinette Wire and her work, which began
most formally before the turning of this century, but preceded my move
to Berkeley and Oakland by severalfyears. My introduction to Dr. Wire
came through the book that provokes this volume, The Corinthian Women
Prophets, and it powerfully charged and deepened my commitment to
intersectional and interdisciplinary feminist projects, informed by reflex-
ive approaches to the rhetoric of the past and the present. Anne’s ongoing
generosity and curiosity inspires me and too many scholars to count, so
this volumesis one, compelling, yet inadequate indicator of this inspiration
and breader impact, specifically of her landmark project, first published
in 1990:"This collection, then, is not a Festschrift per se, particularly since
another student; colleague, and friend of Anne’s (and then, in turn, of
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mine, in a characteristic duplication of our advisor’s generosity), Holly
Hearon, capably steered one sterling example of this genre to publication
in 2004. Rather, the thirtieth anniversary of its publication is an occa-
sion to be both retrospective and prospective about a range of fields and
approaches that The Corinthian Women Prophets have touched, or still
might. The idea for the volume goes at least as far back as a special session
at the 2015 Society of Biblical Literature Annual Meeting, cosponsored by
the Feminist Hermeneutics of the Bible, Paul and Politics, and Rhetoric
and New Testament program units, on the twenty-fifth anniversary of its
publication. We then owe a particular debt to the steering committees of
these three units, and particularly those who co-organized that session
with me, Margaret Aymer and Todd Penner, for their own brands of gen-
erosity, with a number of colleagues (once more, including me, among
several of the contributors here). Though several of those original ses-
sion panelists confined their remarks to autobiographical observations,
the excitement and energy in the room before, during, and after that ses-
sion demonstrated the import of taking this moment as an opportunity to
reflect and, frankly, push more in New Testament studies to grapple with
the methods and results of Wire’s work, and we immediately assembled
a cohort of contributors to a potential volume. Beyond the fabulous col-
leagues whose work here made it through the twists and #6itns of these
intervening years to arrive in your laps or tablets, then, Lwantialso to
acknowledge and thank Holly, Margaret, and Todd,sthe other panelists,
and a couple of colleagues who were not able to ‘continue to contrib-
ute here, mostly due to circumstances beyonds@uricontrol. In short, the
impact of The Corinthian Women Prophets is evensgreater than this collec-
tion or certainly this set of acknowledgments willkbe/@able to name.
Reflecting on The Corinthian WomemnyProphets reminds many of
us that there is still so much mere work to do, to understand the past
differently and make a different preésent, so that there might still be an
after, after all. The patient and persistent contributors to this collec-
tion know this all toeswell, and their work—here and elsewhere—open
key vistas for scholars, students,sand other interested readers and users
of these materials. It has beendny humbling honor and pleasure to work
with and learn front all of them, and to present their essays in one place
to concenffate ourattention in exciting and challenging ways. Though
the volume issdedicated to each of them, Shelly Matthews merits my
own special mention, given her unflagging support and sage perspec-
tive, both prefessionally and personally, on this project among so many
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others. This simply would not have happened without her. We all owe a
considerable thanks to Denise Kimber Buell, who offered indispensible
insight and direction in several phases of this collection’s development,
even once she officially cycled off of the Semeia Studies editorial board. It
is remarkable how often our feminist peers, mentors, and friends go above
and beyond to support other feminist scholars—we count ourselves for-
tunate to be in that number. Readers solicited by this editorial board and
Steed Davidson provided key feedback that improved both the parts and
the whole, even as the responsibilities for any shortcomings or perhaps
just foibles are those of the author and ultimately myself as the editor. As
an editor on this project, I also need to thank Katherine Shaner and Kelsi
Morrison-Atkins, for their well-placed words and insightful advice in key
penultimate moments. In disorienting, distressing, and debilitating times
like these, it is no small relief to collaborate, in renewed gratitude, with
the entire team at SBL Press, including Bob Buller, Lindsay Lingo, Heather
McMurray, and Nicole Tilford.

The final acknowledgments and dedication, though, belong to all
of the contributors to this conversation, those whose essays grace these
pages and those we hope will be (further) drawn into engaging after The
Corinthian Women Prophets and its understated, yet ingenious, and ulti-
mately inimitable author, who summons those women propheéts and those
still to come.
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