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A focused, interdisciplinary examination of a tumultuous, 
history-making era

The Middle Maccabees lays out the charged, complicated beginnings of the 
independent Jewish state founded in the second century BCE. Contributors 
offer focused analyses of  the archaeological, epigraphic, numismatic, and textual 
evidence, framed within a wider world of conflicts between the Ptolemies of 
Egypt, the Seleucids of Syria, and the Romans. The result is a holistic view of the 
Hasmonean rise to power that acknowledges broader political developments, 
evolving social responses, and the particularities of local history. Contributors 
include Uzi ‘Ad, Donald T. Ariel, Andrea M. Berlin, Efrat Bocher, Altay Coşkun, 
Benedikt Eckhardt, Gerald Finkielsztejn, Christelle Fischer-Bovet, Yuval Gadot, 
Erich Gruen, Sylvie Honigman, Jutta Jokiranta, Paul J. Kosmin, Uzi Leibner, 
Catharine Lorber, Duncan E. MacRae, Dvir Raviv, Helena Roth, Débora Sandhaus, 
Yiftah Shalev, Nitsan Shalom, Danny Syon, Yehiel Zelinger, and Ayala Zilberstein.

Features:
•	 Up-to-date, generously illustrated essays analyzing the relevant archaeological 

remains
•	 A revised understanding of how local and imperial histories overlapped and 

intersected
•	 New analysis of the book of 1 Maccabees as a tool of Hasmonean strategic 

interest

Andrea M. Berlin is the James R. Wiseman Chair in Classical Archaeology at 
Boston University. Her most recent book, also coedited with Paul Kosmin, is 
Spear-Won Land: Sardis, from the King’s Peace to the Peace of Apamea (2019).

Paul J. Kosmin is the Philip J. King Professor of Ancient History at Harvard 
University. He is the author of Time and Its Adversaries in the Seleucid Empire 
(2018).

PURCHASES, EXAM AND DESK COPIES:		  REQUEST REVIEW COPIES FROM:
SBL Press Customer Service				    SBL Press		
P.O. Box 2243, Williston, VT 05495				    Heather McMurray, Sales Manager
Phone: 802-864-6185  / 877-725-3334 (toll-free)		  825 Houston Mill Road, Suite 350, Atlanta, GA 30329 
Fax: 802-864-7626 					     Phone: 404-727-3096
Email: sblpressorders@aidcvt.com				    Email: heather.mcmurray@sbl-site.org
Web: www.sbl-site.org/publications		 	

March 2021, 522 pages
Archaeology and Biblical 
Studies 28

Paperback $73.00 
ISBN 9781628373059
Hardcover $93.00 
ISBN 9781628373059
eISBN $73.00
9780884145042


