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Ponder questions of the united monarchy under Saul and David in 
light of current historical and archaeological evidence

Reconstructing  the emergence of the Israelite monarchy involves interpreting 
historical research, approaching questions of ancient state formation, synthesizing 
archaeological research from sites in the southern Levant, and reexamining the 
biblical traditions of the early monarchy embedded in the books of Samuel and 
Kings. Integrating these approaches allows for a nuanced and differentiated picture 
of one of the most crucial periods in the history of ancient Israel. Rather than 
attempting to harmonize archaeological data and biblical texts or to supplement 
the respective approach by integrating only a portion of data stemming from the 
other, both perspectives come into their own in this volume presenting the results 
of an interdisciplinary Tübingen–Tel Aviv Research Colloquium. 

Features:
• Essays on Israel’s monarchy by experts in biblical archaeology and biblical studies
• Methods for integrating archaeology and biblical traditions in reconstructing 

ancient Israel’s history
• New research on the sociopolitical process of state formation in Israel and Judah
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