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Preface

Two thousand and seventy-eight years and a few months ago, possibly on
Yom Kippur—the holiest day of the Jewish year—the renowned Roman
general Pompey the Great seized the Jewish temple in Jerusalem in a vio-
lent conquest and infiltrated its inner sanctum. Yet in this act, Pompey not
only took the temple itself, violated it, and killed many Judean fighters and
priests. He also brought about the end of the Hasmonean state, the last
sovereign Jewish state in the land of Israel until the mid-twentieth century.
It is that state and its establishment, approximately eighty years earlier, as
a result of the successful struggle of the Maccabees-Hasmoneans against
Seleucid rule, that I had been celebrating every year of my life on Hanuk-
kah, and about which every Jew hears so much from early childhood. Thus,
the end of that state and the subsequent period of the beginning of Roman
domination over Judea—which was also a momentous perioddin‘Mediter-
ranean history in general, with the expansion of the Roman Empire and
the Roman civil wars—seems, a priori, to have beefi quite significant in,
and for, Jewish history.

Yet as I was contemplating, nearly a decadefagogwhat area of the history
of Second Temple Judaism should be the focus of my doctoral disserta-
tion—which I found to be quite adifficult task given that that period has
been so extensively studied in modern scholarship—it suddenly struck me
that I could not recall seeing studies.devoted to this specific period. While
I had encountered much scholarshipiabout Judaism and Hellenism, the
Antiochean persecution and the Maccabean Revolt, the early Hasmone-
ans, Herod, the first century CE and the Great Revolt, and the background
of Jesus and hismovement'in Judea, I was unaware of scholarship devoted
to the period betweén the Hasmoneans King Jannaeus and Queen Alex-
andra andJKing Herod and the impact of this period. Could it be that the
end of that sovereign Jéwish state had been ignored? So, I turned to search
various prifited and online bibliographies expecting to find that I had been
very wrongandsthat it had been extensively dealt with in scholarship. To
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my surprise, I discovered that indeed this period had not been nearly as
studied as other, earlier and later, eras of the Second Temple period. While
I did find several article-length studies devoted to this or that persona,
event, or other specific aspects of this period and its literary accounts—
and, as the bibliography to this book can attest, as my work took shape I
found many more, including some important monographs—I did not find
any monograph devoted to the study of this period as such, let alone to its
impact. I saw this as an exciting opportunity.

I originally assumed that the reason for that absence was that the his-
torical events and developments of this period are quite clear because it
is extensively reported in both of Flavius Josephus’s historical works, the
Jewish War and Jewish Antiquities, which are indeed recounted in vari-
ous general surveys of the Second Temple period. Not wanting to simply
offer another paraphrase of Josephus, my initial research question focused
on the period’s impact. Namely, I was interested to examine how the end
of the independent Hasmonean state and the beginning of Roman rule
over Judea—while the temple was still standing—impacted Judean society
and religion. Although scholarship has often pointed to the destruction
of the temple, over a century later, as well as to the rise of Christianity
as significant causes or factors in the evolution of Judaism, it seemed to
me—perhaps as a citizen of the modern counterpart of the'Hasmonean
state—that the end of sovereignty and beginning of subjugation had to
have had a significant impact as well. So, I wantedsto"test whether my
hypothesis was correct.

Nevertheless, as I started studying the period mere intensively, I
realized that it is much more complex than [initially thought and that
a comprehensive analysis of the sourcesand theevents they describe is
necessary before any attempt to answer the initial question related to the
period’s impact. Consequently,‘my dissertation consisted of two equally
significant parts. The first part is‘an attempt to responsibly reconstruct
what actually happened, obviously notwith mathematical certainty, but—
as much of the work ef historians of antiquity—as reasonable conclusions
based on critical analysisiof the available evidence. The second part is an
attempt to pointto crucial issues in which this period and its developments
shaped contemporafieous and subsequent Judean society and religion.

The eurrent publication is a revision of that study. In addition to the
task of transferming a dissertation into a book, I have made significant
changes to'the content. I have integrated corrections and suggestions and
responded to.critical comments by readers of that earlier work. I have also
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taken into account some important scholarship that has been published in
the interim. I have also added material to this project from my subsequent
research, which has analyzed the Romans and the Roman conquest in the
Dead Sea Scrolls (ch. 3 and app. G). Finally, I have elaborated in appendi-
ces some points that were made more briefly in the original dissertation
(app. A, D, and H).

An endeavor such as this often feels endless, like an insurmountable
mountain. Nevertheless, as I reach this current mountain peak, I would
like to acknowledge those individuals and institutions that have helped
me up the slope.

Firstand foremost, I am grateful to my PhD supervisor, Professor Daniel
R. Schwartz. Schwartz’s classes during my bachelor’s degree introduced
me to the excitement of the Second Temple period and the exhilaration
one can experience in the research of the Hellenistic-Jewish texts and in
making new discoveries therein. I have since been truly lucky to have had
Schwartz as my supervisor for my masters studies and thesis as well. He has
continued to serve as an advisor and an author of numerous recommenda-
tion letters, even well after I completed the dissertation. He has been a true
mentor, one who has helped me pursue my own scholarly interests, on the
one hand, while being a guide in the stormy waters of scholarship, on the
other hand. Yet, beyond being a very committed teacher and*rue scholar,
Schwartz has been a great model of modesty, morality, humanity, and gen-
eral PR T77. It is a great honor to be his student.

Dr. Esther G. Chazon has constantly shown an intérest in my work
and greatly supported and encouraged me. Shewasialse,asmember of my
dissertation committee, along with Professor Alexander Yacobson and Dr.
Gideon Aran. They all devoted valuable time to meetings and were always
willing to provide advice and their suggestions certainly improved my
work, and I am grateful to thent. In this revision, I greatly benefitted from
the comments and suggestions of the referees of the dissertation, Profes-
sors Israel Shatzman and Joseph Sievers, who offered additional advice
even after the dissertation was approved; I am greatly indebted to both. I
am likewise grateful to the anonymous readers on behalf of SBL Press for
their helpful comments and suggestions.

I have learneda great deal about ancient Judaism and the ancient
world in general, agwellas the study of religion, from Professor Michael E.
Stone. He hasconstantly shown interest in my work and has encouraged
and advised me whenever I needed. I am truly grateful for all of his sup-
port. Professorgonathan J. Price has met with me to discuss my work and
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read portions of it. I am indebted and grateful for all of the time and effort
he devoted and for his consistent support. I also owe a special thanks to
Professor Albert I. Baumgarten who has always been a great adviser and
has read various versions of this work, as well as numerous other works;
his comments and suggestions are always enlightening and insightful. Pro-
fessor Michael Satlow also read the entire dissertation and offered helpful
suggestions. Professor Menahem Kister, Professor Michael Segal, and Dr.
Shani Tzoref read versions of chapter 3 and appendix G, and they offered
invaluable suggestions and insights. Professors Vered Noam and Tal Ilan
read and commented on appendices A and D, respectively. Several other
scholars and friends have offered suggestions regarding various parts and
aspects, large or small, and they are acknowledged throughout; here I
would like to specifically mention my friends Dr. Gaia Lembi, Dr. Michael
Tuval, and Drs. Michal and Elitzur Bar-Asher Siegal, who have always
been helpful and willing to offer advice and suggestions.

Earlier versions of some sections of this book were previously pre-
sented and published in various scholarly forums and publications, and
they are all noted throughout. I thank all of those venues, the various audi-
ences that afforded helpful comments and suggestions, and the multiple
anonymous readers, as well as the different presses for the permissions to
republish these sections.

This endeavor would never have been possible without.much gener-
ous financial support. From the fall of 2006 until the*fall 0f,2009, I was
fortunate to be a member of the research group, “FromyReligion of Place
to Religion of Community;” at the Scholion Intetdisciplinary Research
Center in Jewish Studies at the Hebrew University: Scholion was, and is, a
haven of true scholarship and the love of learnings:AsT was just beginning
my doctoral studies, the Center, especially theresearch group with its great
collegial and scholarly environment of a joint Venture of senior scholars
together with doctoral students, provided the best venue and conditions to
begin formulating my ideas. Our group’s international conference in Janu-
ary 2009 provided a first opportunity to present some of my research. I
am grateful to Scholion and to itshead at that time, Professor Israel Yuval,
who readily aceépted me intothe Center at that early stage and who has
consistently shownan interest in my work.

Fromesthe fall of 2009 until the fall of 2012, I was fortunate to receive
the RotenstreichyFellowship of the Israeli Council for Higher Education.
During the'last few months of writing the dissertation, I benefitted from
the Jacob Katzsdoctoral grant of the Zalman Shazar Center in Jerusalem,
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which was graciously donated by Fred and Edith Horowitz. It was a great
joy and a pleasure to meet them and discuss my work with them a few days
after the ceremony. Subsequent to my dissertation, the research for chap-
ter 3 was made possible by the Jean Matlow research grant of the Orion
Center for the Study of the Dead Sea Scrolls (2013)—where I also had a
chance to present it—and later by a postdoctoral fellowship at the Uni-
versity of Haifa (2013/2014). Lastly, much of the work of this revision was
carried out when I was fortunate to be an Anne Tanenbaum Postdoctoral
fellow at the Anne Tanenbaum Centre for Jewish Studies at the University
of Toronto (2014/2015) and a Harry Starr fellow at Harvard University’s
Center for Jewish Studies in the spring of 2016. The Center and the young
scholars it chose for its group that year provided a very stimulating work
and scholarly atmosphere, a great venue to complete much of the final
work of the revision.

An additional thanks is due to Dr. Esther Chazon for recommending
that I submit my work to the Early Judaism and Its Literature series. As
a first-time book author, working with SBL Press and especially with the
series editor, Dr. Rodney A. Werline, has been an enriching experience
every step of the way. Werline provided invaluable advice and suggestions,
and he has been very patient with me. I am truly grateful to him. Other
people at SBL Press are also a significant part of this production, and I am
grateful to them all. I would like to specifically mention Nicole  Tilford
who has been in constant contact with me and has helped immensely with
various technical issues.

I was fortunate to grow up in a home that truly exemplified the parental
advice of the book of Proverbs, map 733p-5231 AA2M Map nnan MWK
132 (4:7). Learning was common and curiosityywas constantly encour-
aged. I am grateful to my parents,Nili and Eli Sharon, for encouraging in
my siblings and me curiosity afid criti¢al free-thinking in all elements of
life, for instilling in us a love of learning for the sake of learning, and for
supporting us in in all of our independent endeavors. I am also thankful
to my in-laws, Rita and Al Baumgarten, for their constant support and
willingness to help, whether in proofreading or advice or otherwise.

I started climbing this‘meuntain, nearly a decade ago, shortly after
the birth of our:first son, ‘Aviv; our sons Yuval and Yair were born close
to other significantjunctures of my work on the dissertation. It is the joy
and wonder ofwatching them grow and only further develop their natural
pure curiosities and learn so much as only young children do that provides
the best inspiration. Lastly, this project would never have been possible
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were it not for my partner in life, Naama. She has read the entire manu-
script, parts of it more than once, proofreading and editing and providing
her insightful words of wisdom. More important, though, has been her
constant care and encouragement, and words alone cannot express my
thanks to her. You have truly been the engine that pulled me up the slope.

Jerusalem
Hanukkah 2016
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