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Preface

This is the sixth volume of the series Armenian Apocrypha that I have pub-
lished since the appearance of Armenian Apocrypha Relating to Patriarchs and 
Prophets in 1982. It does not exhaust the unpublished apocryphal texts known 
to me today, a fortiori works still lying undiscovered in Armenian manuscripts, 
awaiting the eager student.

The process of location of the documents to be included in these volumes 
has been a lengthy but pleasant task, as it is to express thanks to those who 
helped me on this way. To the unfailing graciousness and encouragement of 
the authorities of the Mashtots Matenadaran Institute of Ancient Manuscripts 
in Erevan, Armenia I am in profound debt. The director, Dr. Vahan Ter-
Ghevondyan, and the keeper of manuscripts, Dr. Gēorg Ter-Vardanyan, have 
supported me and my work there over the years in every way possible. The 
late former directors of Matenadaran, Dr. Sen Arevshatyan and Dr. Hrachea 
Tamrazian were equally supportive and helpful. The young scholars of the 
Matenadaran, a group of learned and energetic folk, have given me hope for 
the future of Armenian textual studies and philology as well as tactful and gra-
cious support. My dear friends, Aram Topchyan and Gohar Muradyan have 
done all that one could imagine learned and affectionate friends doing to help 
me in my research. Many others, too, have turned my research visits to Erevan 
into the most delightful of experiences. 

The staff at Oxford’s great Bodleian Library were unfailingly gracious and 
helpful in multiple ways. I am glad to be able to publish some of their trea-
sures here. The image on p. 30 is published by permission of that library. The 
publishers of this book, the SBL Press, have shown every courtesy and highly 
professional expertise in the course of production of this book.

To all of these I am indebted as I am to my assistants in Jerusalem: Dr. 
Oren Ableman, Dr. Dina Blokland, Yuval Pollak, Anita Shtrubel, Maria Usha-
kova, and Matthew Wilson for their unfailing care and diligence over the years. 
Theo van Lint and Abraham Terian have, as always, freely shared the sweet 
fruit of their learning with me. Ani Arakelyan of the Matenadaran most care-
fully checked my collations. Thanks to her, many errors have been avoided.SBL P
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xii	 PREFACE

The book was supported by grant 1592/18 of the Israel Science Founda-
tion. That Foundation has also supported others of my projects over decades. 
My deep thanks are expressed to ISF hereby.

Michael E. Stone
Jerusalem
Summer 2020
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Procedures

1. The quotations of the English Bible are taken from NRSV unless oth-
erwise noted. 

2. The titles or chapter and verse numbering of certain biblical books 
differ in the Hebrew and Armenian versions. In these cases, Hebrew refer-
ences are given first and then the Armenian references in parentheses. 

3. Armenian is transliterated according the system used by the Revue des 
études arméniennes. Sigla of manuscripts to which reference is made follow the 
system of the Association internationale des études arméniennes.

4. Many little-known Armenian pseudepigrapha are cited. An alphabeti-
cal list of these, with relevant primary references is given following the abbre-
viations. Moreover, the names of these Armenian Pseudepigrapha are capi-
talized in the text. In the Index of Subjects, Persons, and Places, they are all 
characterized as “works.”
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Critical Signs

§	 section number
( )	 word/s added by the editor to the translation for stylistic reasons
< >	 word/s added from another source than the text, including 

word/s emended
{ }	 corruption
[ ]	 physical lacuna in the manuscript; letters and words within 

these brackets are supplied by the editor
∾	 transposition
. . .	 illegible or incomprehensible letters or words
In the apparatuses, all text following a colon (:) is introduced by the editor.
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Abbreviations

Arm 	 preceding “Bible” or the name of a biblical book means the 
Armenian version of said work

bis 	 following a variant indicates that it occurs twice in the same 
section or word

cent.	 century
fol, fols	 folio, folios
inc. 	 indicates the beginning of a section, usually in an apparatus, 

when a word is added at the beginning
l. ll.	 line, lines
LXX	 Septuagint
marg.	 margin
MT	 Masoretic text
p., pp.	 page, pages
p.m., s.m., etc.	prima manu, secunda manu, etc.
pers.	 person (grammatical)
plur.	 plural
r, v	 following a numeral, designates the two sides of a folio, recto 

and verso
sing.	 singular
s.v.	 sub vocem
transl.	 translated
v., vv.	 verse, verses

Cited Catalogues of Manuscripts

Bodleian Catalogue
	 Sukias Baronian and Frederick C. Conybeare, Catalogue of 

the Armenian Manuscripts in the Bodleian Library. Oxford: 
Clarendon, 1918.

General Catalogue 4
	 A. K‘eōškerean, K. Suk‘iasean, and Y. K‘eosēean, General 

Catalogue of Armenian Manuscripts of the Maštoc‘ Matenadaran 
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Matenadaran (Ցուցակ ձեռագրաց Մաշտոցի անուան 
Մատենադարանի), vol. 3. Erevan: Erevan State University 
Press, 2007.

Other Bibliographic Abbreviations

AB	 Anchor Bible
ABR 	 Australian Biblical Review
CSCO	 Corpus Scriptorum Christianorum Orientaliuman
EJL	 Early Judaism and Its Literature
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UPATS	 University of Pennsylvania Armenian Texts and Studies
WUNT	 Wissenschaftliche Untersuchungen zum Neuen Testament

Abbreviations for Ancient Sources
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ALD	 Aramaic Levi Document
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3 Bar.	 3 Baruch (Greek Apocalypse)
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Angels, The Number and the Twelve Classes of11 
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1.  M4618, 131v: Michael E. Stone, Armenian Apocrypha Relating to Biblical Heroes, 
EJL 49 (Atlanta: SBL Press, 2019), 20–23.

2.  Michael E. Stone, Armenian Apocrypha Relating to Abraham, EJL 37 (Atlanta: Soci-
ety of Biblical Literature, 2012), 101–21; M8532.

3.  Stone, Abraham, 37–50; M10561 133v–135r; M4618 53v–55r.
4.  Stone, Abraham, 236–37.
5.  Stone, Abraham, 204–5.
6.  Michael E. Stone, Armenian Apocrypha Relating to Adam and Eve,  SVTP 14 

(Leiden: Brill, 1996), 80–98; M4618 1r–6v.
7.  Stone, Biblical Heroes, 10–16.
8.  See p. 53. M4618 43r.
9.  M1495 13r–17r; M10561 60v–67r; A. A. Mardirosean, The Story and Councels of 

Xikar the Wise, 2 vols. (Erevan: Academy of Sciences, 1969) [Armenian].
10.  Michael E. Stone, Armenian Apocrypha: Relating to Angels and Biblical Heroes, EJL 

45 (Atlanta: SBL Press, 2016), 77–85.
11.  Stone, Biblical Heroes, 1–3.
12.  M2245 114v–115v; Stone, Angels and Heroes, 72–75.SBL P
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Joshua, Brief History of28 

13. Michael E. Stone, Armenian Apocrypha Relating to Patriarchs and Prophets (Jeru-
salem: Israel Academy of Sciences, 1982), 81–126.

14.  M4618, 138r–140r (p. 78); W. Lowndes Lipscomb, The Armenian Apocryphal 
Adam Literature, UPATS 8 (Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1990), 108–27.

15.  Michael E. Stone, “A New Edition and Translation of the Questions of Ezra,” in 
Solving Riddles and Untying Knots: Biblical, Epigraphic, and Semitic Studies in Honor of Jonas 
C. Greenfield, ed. Ziony Zevit, Seymour Gitin, and Michael Sokoloff (Winona Lake, IN: 
Eisenbrauns, 1995), 293–316; Sargis Yovsēp‘eanc, Uncanonical Books of the Old Testament 
(Անկանոն Գիրք Հին Կտակարանաց), (Venice: Mekhitarist, 1896), 300–306.

16.  M2939 441v–442r; Michael E. Stone, Signs of the Judgement, Onomastica Sacra, 
and the Generations from Adam, UPATS 3 (Chico, CA: Scholars Press, 1981). 

17.  M2245 fols 4r–18r; Stone, Adam and Eve, 174–200.
18.  Stone, Adam and Eve, 180–200.
19.  M2245 279r–281r (p. 63).
20.  Oxford Bod Marsh 467 372v–374r; Stone, Adam and Eve, 180–200.
21.  M1495 162r; Stone, Angels and Heroes, 22–24; compare Felix Albrecht, and 

Arthur Manukyan. Epiphanius von Salamis: Über die Zwölf Steine im hohepriesterlichen 
Brustchild (De Duodecim Gemmis Rationalis), Gorgias Eastern Christian Studies 37 (Pis-
cataway, NJ: Gorgias, 2014).

22.  M4618, fols 142r–143v; Biblical Heroes, 180–96
23.  Edited below.
24.  Stone, Angels and Heroes, 1–4.
25.  Stone, Angels and Heroes, 1.
26.  M2245 330r–349v; Stone, Angels and Heroes, 176–228.
27.  Stone, Patriarchs and Prophets, 117–20.
28.  M4618 fols 146v–148v; Stone, Biblical Heroes 57–108.SBL P
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