
RedescRibing the gospel of MaRk

 

SBL P
res

s



eaRly chRistianity and its liteRatuRe

david g. horrell, general editor

Editorial Board:
amy-Jill levine

Margaret y. Macdonald
dale b. Martin

laura s. nasrallah

number 22

SBL P
res

s



RedescRibing the gospel of MaRk

Edited by

barry s. crawford and Merrill p. Miller

SBL P
res

s



copyright © 2017 by sbl press

all rights reserved. no part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form 
or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or by 
means of any information storage or retrieval system, except as may be expressly permit-
ted by the 1976 copyright act or in writing from the publisher. Requests for permission 
should be addressed in writing to the Rights and permissions office, sbl press, 825 hous-
ton Mill Road, atlanta, ga 30329 usa.

library of congress cataloging-in-publication data

names: crawford, barry s., editor. | Miller, Merrill p., editor.
title: Redescribing the gospel of Mark / edited by barry s. crawford and Merrill p. 

Miller.
description: atlanta : sbl press, 2017. | series: early christianity and its literature ; 

number 22 | includes bibliographical references and index.
identifiers: lccn 2016056524 (print) | lccn 2016057451 (ebook) | isbn 9781628371635 

(paperback) | isbn 9780884142041 (hardcover) | isbn 9780884142034 (ebook)
subjects: lcsh: bible. Mark—criticism, interpretation, etc.
classification: lcc bs2585.53 .R434 2017 (print) | lcc bs2585.53 (ebook) | ddc 

226.3/06—dc23
lc record available at https://lccn.loc.gov/2016056524 

printed on acid-free paper.

Atlanta

SBL P
res

s



contents

acknowledgments ...........................................................................................vii

abbreviations ....................................................................................................ix

introduction
barry s. crawford .......................................................................................1

conjectures on conjunctures and other Matters: Three essays
Jonathan Z. smith.....................................................................................17

The Markan site
Jonathan Z. smith.....................................................................................99

cartwheels: or on not staying upside down too long
burton l. Mack .......................................................................................127

on smith, on Myth, on Mark
William e. arnal .....................................................................................145

Markan grapplings
christopher R. Matthews ......................................................................169

The spyglass and kaleidoscope: from a levantine coign of  
Vantage
burton l. Mack .......................................................................................181

The social logic of the gospel of Mark: cultural persistence  
and social escape in a postwar time
Merrill p. Miller ......................................................................................207SBL P

res
s



Mark, War, and creative imagination
William e. arnal .....................................................................................401

Q and the “big bang” Theory of christian origins
Robyn faith Walsh .................................................................................483

ancient Myths and Modern Theories of christian origins: The  
consultation (1995–1997) and seminar (1998–2003) in  
Retrospect with attention to successor groups and a  
Recommendation
barry s. crawford and Merrill p. Miller ..............................................535

bibliography ...................................................................................................575

contributors ...................................................................................................647

index of ancient texts ..................................................................................649

index of Modern authors.............................................................................664

index of subjects ............................................................................................672

vi contents

SBL P
res

s



acknowledgments

our thanks to david horrell, series editor, and the anonymous readers for 
accepting this volume for publication, and to nicole tilford, bob buller, 
and the entire staff of sbl press for their assistance throughout the publi-
cation process.

a special word of thanks to sharon urban and sue taylor-owens 
at Washburn university, whose kindness, patience, and, above all, word 
processing expertise rescued the present volume on numerous occasions. 
We also wish to express our gratitude to yoram and gabriel Miller. your 
timely interventions and your heavy lifting continually kept the project 
on course. and abby aron, this book may have little to do with your own 
third-grade book project, “Jonathan’s spooky adventures,” but thank you 
for persistently inquiring about the progress of our book, even though it 
could not be imagined as a graphic novel. 

We recognize the contributions of our indexers to the benefit of read-
ers of the volume: for the index of ancient texts, ian brown, university of 
toronto, and for the index of subjects, katherine koopman of koopman 
information services. 

to bill arnal, erin Roberts, and all the current and future participants 
in the sbl Redescribing project, it is you we had especially in mind while 
writing the concluding chapter of the volume. The book is dedicated to 
sherwood d. Miller, in loving memory.

-vii -
SBL P

res
s



SBL P
res

s



abbreviations

primary sources

X Monacensis, tenth century ce
Ψ  athous lavrensis, eighth–ninth century ce
sinaiticus, fourth century ce א
1 en. 1 enoch (ethiopic apocalypse)
2 bar. 2 baruch (syriac apocalypse)
3 bar. 3 baruch (greek apocalypse)
4 bar. 4 baruch (paraleipomena Jeremiou)
a alexandrinus, fifth century ce
avot R. nat.  avot of Rabbi nathan
avod. Zar. avodah Zarah
Abr. philo, De Abrahamo
Abst. porphyry, De abstinentia
acts pet. acts of peter
Ag. Ap. Josephus, Against Apion
Alex. plutarch, Alexander
Ann. tacitus, Annales
Ant. Josephus, Jewish Antiquities
as. Mos. assumption of Moses
Apol. tertullian, Apologeticus
Bib. hist. diodorus siculus, Bibliotheca historica
B Vaticanus, fourth century ce
b. babylonian talmud
c ephraaemi Rescriptus, fifth century ce
Conf. philo, De confusione linguarum
Contempl. philo, De vita contempliva
d beza, fifth century ce
Deipn. athenaeus, Deipnosophistae
Descr. pausanias, Graeciae descriptio
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x abbReViations

Dial. tacitus, Dialogus de oratoribus
Diatr. epictetus, Diatribai (Dissertationes)
Dion. nonnus, Dionysiaca
Dom. suetonius, Domitianus
Edict. Justinian, Edicta / The Digest
Ep. pliny the younger, Epistulae
Ep. seneca, Epistulae morales
Ex. quaest. Rom. augustine, Expositio quarumdam quaestionum in 

epistula ad Romanos
Fab. phaedrus, Fabulae
Flacc. philo, In Flaccum
Fug. philo, De fuga et inventione
Geogr. strabo, Geographica
git.̣ gitṭịn
gos. Thom. gospel of Thomas
hal. hallah
Hist. herodian, Historia; herodotus, Historiae; tacitus, His-

toriae
Hist. Rom. dio cassius, Historia Romana
ign. Eph. ignatius, To the Ephesians
J.W. Josephus, Jewish War/Judean War
Jub. Jubilees
ketub. ketubbot
lam. Rab. lamentations Rabbah
Legat. philo, Legatio ad Gaium
Life Josephus, The Life
lXX septuagint
m. Mishnah
Mos. philo, De vita Mosis
Mt Masoretic text
Mut. philo, De mutatione nominum
Nav. lucian, Navigium
Nero suetonius, Nero
Noct. Att. aulus gellius, Attic Nights
Od. homer, Odyssey
Opif. philo, De opificio mundi
Philops. lucian, Philopseudes
Praep. ev. eusebius, Preparatio evangelica
Prec. ger. rei publ. plutarch, Praecepta gerendae rei publicaeSBL P
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Pun. silius italicus, Punica
QG philo, Questiones et solutiones in Genesin
Rerum nat. lucretius, De rerum natura
Resp. plato, Respublica
shabb. shabbat
Satry. petronius, Satyricon
sib. or.  sibylline oracles
Somn. philo, De somniis
Spec. philo, De specialibus legibus
Syr. appian, Syriaca
Syr. d. lucian, De Syria dea
t. tosefta
t. levi testament of levi
Tranq. seneca, De tranquillitate animi
V. Procli Marinus, Vita Procli
Vita Josephus, The Life

secondary sources

ab anchor bible
ABD Anchor Bible Dictionary. edited by david noel freed-

man. 6 vols. new york: doubleday, 1992.
acbib academia biblica
agJu arbeiten zur geschichte des antiken Judentums und 

des urchristentums
AJP American Journal of Philology
AJSR Association for Jewish Studies Review
ANRW Aufstieg und Niedergang der römischen Welt: Geschichte 

und Kultur Roms im Spiegel der neueren Forschung. 
part 2, Principat. edited by hildegard temporini and 
Wolfgang haase. berlin: de gruyter, 1972–.

aos american oriental series
AR Archiv für Religionswissenschaft
atla american Theological library association
bagd bauer, Walter, William f. arndt, f. Wilbur gingrich, 

and frederick W. danker, and Other Early Christian 
Literature. 3rd ed. chicago: university of chicago 
press, 2000.SBL P

res
s



bbb bonner biblische beiträge
BCSSR Bulletin of the Council of Societies for the Study of Reli-

gion
betl bibliotheca ephemeridum Theologicarum lovanien-

sium
bfct beiträge zur förderung christlicher Theologie
Bib Biblica
Bib. hist. diodorus siculus, Bibliotheca historica
bibint bible interpretation series
bibsem The biblical seminar
bJs brown Judaic studies
bsgRt bibliotheca scriptorum graecorum et Romanorum 

teubneriana
BTB Biblical Theology Bulletin
bts biblical tools and studies
bZnW beihefte zur Zeitschrift für die neutestamentliche Wis-

senschaft
cb cultura bibica
CBQ Catholic Biblical Quarterly
CIG Corpus Inscriptionum Graecarum. edited by august 

böckh. 4 vols. berlin: Reimer, 1828–1877.
CIJ Corpus Inscriptionum Judaicarum. edited by Jean-bap-

tiste frey. 2 vols. Rome: pontifical biblical institute, 
1936–1952.

CIL Corpus Inscriptionum Latinarum. berlin, 1862–
CIS Corpus Inscriptionum Semiticarum. paris, 1881
conbnt coniectanea neotestamentica or coniectanea biblica: 

new testament series
CP Classical Philology
CPJ Corpus Papyrorum Judaicarum. edited by Victor a. 

tcherikover. 3 vols. cambridge: harvard university 
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HR History of Religions
hRcs hatch, edwin, and henry a Redpath. Concordance 

to the Septuagint and Other Greek Versions of the Old 
Testament. 2 vols. oxford: clarendon, 1897. 2nd ed. 
grand Rapids: baker, 1988.

HSCP Harvard Studies in Classical Philology
HTR Harvard Theological Review
hts harvard Theological studies
HUCA Hebrew Union College Annual
ID Inscriptions de Délos. edited by félix dürrbach, pierre 

Roussel, Marcel launey, andré plasart, and Jacques 
couprey. paris: académie des inscriptions & belles-
lettres, 1926–.

IG Inscriptiones Graecae. Editio Minor. berlin: de gruyter, 
1924–
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René cagnat. Reprints from the collection of the uni-
versity of toronto libraries. toronto: university of 
toronto libraries, 1901.

ILS Inscriptiones Latinae Selectae. 3 vols. edited by her-
mann dessau. berlin: berolini apud Weidmannos, 
1892–1916.

JAAR Journal of the American Academy of Religion
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JR Journal of Religion
JRS Journal of Roman Studies
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JsJsup supplements to the Journal for the study of Judaism in 

the persian, hellenistic, and Roman periods
JSNT Journal for the Study of the New Testament
Jsntsup Journal for the study of the new testament supple-

ment series
JSOT Journal for the Study of the Old Testament
Jsotsup Journal for the study of the old testament supple-

ment series
Jspsup Journal for the study of the pseudepigrapha supple-

ment series
Jud Judaica
KAI Kanaanäische und aramäische Inschriften. herbert 

donner and Wolfgang Röllig. 2nd ed. Weisbaden: 
harrassowitz, 1966–1969.

KlPauly Der kleine Pauly: Lexikon der Antike. edited by konrat 
Ziegler and Walther sontheimer. 5 vols. Munich: 
deutscher taschenbuch Verlag, 1964–1975.

LASBF Liber Annuus Studii Biblici Franciscani
lcl loeb classical library
lhbots library of hebrew bible/old testament studies
lnts library of new testament studies 
lsJ liddell, henry george, Robert scott, henry stuart 

Jones. A Greek-English Lexicon. 9th ed. with revised 
supplement. oxford: clarendon, 1996.

lsts library of second temple studies
MTSR Method and Theory in the Study of Religion
MtsRsup supplements to Method and Theory in the study of 

Religion
na27 Novum Testamentum Graece. edited by eberhard 

nestle, erwin nestle, and kurt aland. 27th ed. stutt-
gart: deutsche bibelstiftung, 1993.
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NTS New Testament Studies
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PGL Patristic Greek Lexicon. edited by geoffrey W. h. 
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series latina]. edited by Jacques-paul Migne. 217 vols. 
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