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Preface

To the readers of this volume it will soon become evident that it originated
in a session held by the Society of Biblical Literature’s Matthew Section
(San Antonio, 2016) and continued the year after (Boston, 2017). The
development of the book was greatly enhanced by the stimulating dia-
logue generated in those settings. We are very grateful to the participants
in those sessions and to the other scholars represented in this volume
for enthusiastically endorsing the project and contributing excellent and
thought-provoking papers. What may be less obvious is the influence
of important scholars behind the scenes whose input made the volume
much better than it otherwise would have been. Amy-Jill Levine not only
furnished a stimulating conclusion to the book but also provided impor-
tant guidance at some pivotal points. David Horrell, then general editor of
the Early Christianity and Its Literature (ECL) series, acceptedthewvolume
for the series and provided helpful guidance in the initial stages of the
process. Shelly Matthews, now the general editor of the'series, read the
entire manuscript in detail, correcting a numbenoferrors and lending her
expertise to improving the volume in a number of rgspects. The editors
are grateful to these scholars as well as the steering committee and partici-
pants in the Society of Biblical Litérature’s Matthew section, with whom
we have worked over several years. Finally, werare grateful to Nicole Til-
ford for her leadership as the manuscript was turned into a book.

Anders Runesson

Daniel M. Gurtner
August 2019
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