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Preface

As we explain in the introduction, this series of twenty volumes devoted
to the ways in which women have related to the Bible through the ages
was set in motion many years ago by Adriana Valerio and Irmtraud
Fischer, who had the ambitious vision of publishing an international
edition in four languages. Kari Borresen played an important role both
as a source of inspiration and as coeditor of volume 6.2, on women and
the Bible in the Middle Ages (published in English in 2015), and volume
5.2, on ancient Christian authors (English edition in preparation). With
her enthusiastic support we undertook to edit this volume on the early
medieval period, which first appeared in its Italian edition in 2015. The
German translation followed in 2019, and, finally, the English edition is
now in print. A Spanish edition is also promised.

We wish most particularly to thank Irmtraud Fischer of theéiUniver-
sity of Graz, Austria, and Christiana de Groot of CalvimUniversity, Grand
Rapids, Michigan, USA, for their precise editorial worksthat ensured the
appearance of these two editions. In addition,Sarah Bairstow provided
careful translations of the Italian originals; Alyssa Gaghon assisted Profes-
sor de Groot in the preparation of the American edition with a grant from
Gender Studies at Calvin University; and Nicole Tilford at the Society of
Biblical Literature coped with aumerous interruptions to the process of
getting the book through the press.:We are most grateful to them all.

Many of the authors submitted their chapters nearly ten years ago and
would have liked to revise and update them, but this proved to be impos-
sible. We therefore remind readers that most of the references date back to
the early 2010s and regret thatit was not possible to take account of more
recent publicdtions.dt is important to emphasize how much we appreciate
our contributors' forbearance during the many delays to this edition, and
we wishl it everysuccess.

Franca Ela Consolino and Judith Herrin
April 2020
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