
EARLY JUDAISM  
AND ITS MODERN INTERPRETERS 

SBL P
res

s



SBL P
res

s



EARLY JUDAISM  
AND ITS MODERN INTERPRETERS 

second edition

Edited by
Matthias Henze and Rodney A. Werline

SBL P
res

s



Copyright © 2020 by SBL Press

All rights reserved. No part of this work may be reproduced or transmitted in any form 
or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and recording, or by 
means of any information storage or retrieval system, except as may be expressly permit-
ted by the 1976 Copyright Act or in writing from the publisher. Requests for permission 
should be addressed in writing to the Rights and Permissions Office, SBL Press, 825 Hous-
ton Mill Road, Atlanta, GA 30329 USA.

Library of Congress Control Number: 2020950497

Atlanta

SBL P
res

s



Contents

Acknowledgments.............................................................................................ix
Chronology........................................................................................................xi
Abbreviations.................................................................................................. xiii

Introduction: The Modern Study of Early Judaism
Matthias Henze and Rodney A. Werline..................................................1

Part 1. Historical and Social Settings 

1.	 Jewish History from Alexander to Hadrian
Chris Seeman.............................................................................................21

2.	 The Social World of Early Judaism
Philip F. Esler.............................................................................................45

3.	 Judaism in the Diaspora
Erich S. Gruen...........................................................................................69

4.	 Gender in Early Jewish Literature
Françoise Mirguet.....................................................................................93

Part 2. Methods, Manuscripts, and Materials 

5.	 New Methodologies
Rodney A. Werline..................................................................................117

6.	 The Dead Sea Scrolls
Alison Schofield.......................................................................................147

7.	 Early Jewish Epigraphy
Pieter W. van der Horst..........................................................................183SBL P

res
s



8.	 Documentary Papyri
Robert Kugler..........................................................................................205

9.	 The Archaeology of Early Judaism
Eric M. Meyers.........................................................................................217

10.	 Early Judaism and Modern Technology
Todd R. Hanneken..................................................................................239

Part 3. Early Jewish Literatures 

11.	 The Literature of Early Judaism
Timothy H. Lim.......................................................................................257

12.	 Alexandrian Judaism
Maren R. Niehoff.....................................................................................281

13.	 Thinking about Scripture in Second Temple Times
James Kugel..............................................................................................305

14.	 Testaments
Robert Kugler..........................................................................................329

15.	 Narrative Literature
Sylvie Honigman.....................................................................................353

16.	 Jewish Historiography
Steve Mason.............................................................................................379

17.	 Apocalyptic Literature
Matthias Henze........................................................................................405

18.	 Wisdom Literature
Benjamin G. Wright III..........................................................................437

19.	 Early Jewish Prayer
Daniel K. Falk and Angela Kim Harkins..............................................461

Part 4. The Afterlife of Early Judaism 

20.	 Early Judaism and Rabbinic Judaism
Ishay Rosen-Zvi.......................................................................................489

vi	 contents

SBL P
res

s



21.	 Early Judaism and Mysticism
Andrea Lieber..........................................................................................519

22.	 Early Judaism and Early Christianity
Lutz Doering............................................................................................541

23.	� The Transmission History of the Apocrypha 
and Pseudepigrapha
Liv Ingeborg Lied....................................................................................567

Appendix.........................................................................................................597
Contributors....................................................................................................611
Ancient Sources Index...................................................................................613
Modern Scholars Index.................................................................................630

	 contents	 vii

SBL P
res

s



SBL P
res

s



Acknowledgments

We wish to thank our teachers, friends, and colleagues who kindly helped 
us with the production of this book. We express our sincere appreciation 
to Robert A. Kraft and George W. E. Nickelsburg, editors of the first edi-
tion of Early Judaism and Its Modern Interpreters some thirty-five years 
ago, a time when early Judaism had not yet become a recognizable field of 
study. The book soon became a classic, and many of us used it in our early 
days of study with great benefit. The idea of producing a second edition 
came from George W. E. Nickelsburg, who approached Bob Buller at SBL 
Press. Both of them offered their help throughout the process of produc-
ing this book, for which we owe them our gratitude. We have benefited 
immensely from our conversations with our colleagues Kelley Coblentz 
Bautch, Judith H. Newman, and Benjamin G. Wright III, who read parts 
of the manuscript and who gave us sage advice. Rodney Werline wishes 
to thank the Barton College Library for the many interlibrary loans and 
the Duke University Divinity School Library for allowing him access to 
their collection. At the SBL Press, Bob Buller, Heather McMurray, Nicole 
Tilford, and Lindsay Lingo saw the book through its production with 
characteristic professionalism. We remain grateful to all of them.

Matthias Henze
Rodney A. Werline

-ix -
SBL P

res
s



SBL P
res

s



Chronology

BCE
539	 Persian rule of Judea begins
515	 Jerusalem temple rebuilt
332	 Greek rule under Alexander begins
322–301	 Wars between Diadochi
301–198	 Ptolemies rule Judea
198–142	 Seleucids rule Judea
177–164	 Antiochus IV rules Seleucid Empire
167	 Antiochus IV desecrates Jerusalem temple
	 Hasmonean revolt begins
164	 Rededication of the Jerusalem temple
	 Antiochus IV dies
160	 Judas dies in battle; Jonathan becomes leader
152	 Jonathan becomes high priest
142	 Jonathan dies; Simon becomes leader
140	 Simon becomes high priest, commander, ethnarch
134	 Simon dies; John Hyrcanus I becomes leader
129	 Judea becomes independent
104–103	 Aristobulus I is high priest and king
103–76	 Alexander Jannaeus is high priest and king
76–67	 Salome Alexandra rules
67–66	 Dispute between Hyrcanus II and Aristobulus II; Aristo-

bulus II emerges as victor
63	 Pompey captures Jerusalem; Roman rule of Judea begins
42	 Phasael and Herod appointed tetrarchs
37	 Herod the Great becomes king of Judea
4	 Herod the Great dies
4 BCE–6 CE	 Archelaus rules Judea, Idumea, and Samaria
	 Antipas rules Galilee and Perea
	 Herod Philip II rules territory northwest of Galilee until 

34 CE
6–41	 Judea is Roman province governed by prefects
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xii	 chronology

26–36	 Pontius Pilate is prefect of Judea
41–44	 Agrippa I rules most of Palestine
44–66	 Roman procurators govern most of Palestine
66–70	 Jewish revolt against Rome
70	 Jerusalem temple destroyed by Titus
73/74	 Masada falls to Romans
115–117	 Jews revolt in Egypt, Cyprus, and Cyrene
132–135	 Bar Kokhba Revolt
ca. 200	 Codification of Mishnah
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Inst.	 Quintilian, Institutio oratoria
Jub.	 Jubilees
Kip.	 Kippurim
LAB	 Liber antiquitatum biblicarum
LAE	 Life of Adam and Eve
Leg.	 Philo, Legum allegoriae
Legat.	 Philo, Legatio ad Gaium
Let. Aris.	 Letter of Aristeas
Luc.	 Plutarch, Lucullus
m.	 Mishnah
Math.	 Sextus Empiricus, Adversus mathematicos
Meg.	 Megillah
Menah.	 Menahot
Migr.	 Philo, De migratione Abrahami
Mos.	 Philo, De vita Mosis
Nat.	 Pliny, Naturalis historia
Nid.	 Niddah
Oct.	 Minucius Felix, Octavius
Pat.	 Tertullian, De patientia
Praep. ev.	 Eusebius, Praeparatio evangelica
P.W.	 Thucydides, History of the Peloponnesian War
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Rhet	 Suetonius, De rhetoribus
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Sanh.	 Sanhedrin
Sat.	 Horace, Satirae; Juvenal, Satirae; Macrobius, Saturnalia
Somn.	 Philo, De somniis 
Spec.	 Philo, De specialibus legibus
Sull.	 Plutarch, Sulla
t.	 Tosefta
Taʿan.	 Taʿanit
Thes.	 Plutarch, Theseus
Thuc.	 Dionysius, De Thucydide
Tib.	 Suetonius, Tiberius
T. Jos.	 Testament of Joseph
T. Jud.	 Testament of Judah
T. Levi	 Testament of Levi
T. Naph.	 Testament of Naphtali
T. Reu.	 Testament of Reuben
Usu part.	 Galen, De Usu partium corporis humani 
Vir. ill.	 Jerome, De viris illustribus
y.	 Jerusalem
Yad.	 Yadayim
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AAAbo.H	 Acta Academiae Aboensis Ser. A, Humaniora
AB	 Anchor (Yale) Bible
ABRL	 Anchor (Yale) Bible Reference Library
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Principat. Edited by Hildegard Temporini and Wolfgang 
Haase. Berlin: de Gruyter, 1972–.

ANYAS	 Annals of the New York Academy of Sciences
AOS	 American Oriental Series
BAC	 Bible in Ancient Christianity
BAR	 Biblical Archaeology Review
BARIS	 BAR International Series
BASOR	 Bulletin of the American Schools of Oriental Research
BCAW	 Blackwell Companions to the Ancient World
BEATAJ	 Beiträge zur Erforschung des Alten Testaments und des 

antiken Judentums
BETL	 Bibliotheca Ephemeridum Theologicarum Lovaniensium
BGBE	 Beiträge zur Geschichte der biblischen Exegese
BibInt	 Biblical Interpretation
BibInt	 Biblical Interpretation Series
BibSem	 Biblical Seminary
BIOSCS	 Bulletin of the International Organization for Septuagint 
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BISNEL	 Bar Ilan Studies in Near Eastern Languages and Culture
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BTB	 Biblical Theology Bulletin
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BW	 Bible and Women
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BZAW	 Beihefte zur Zeitschrift für die alttestamentliche Wissen-

schaft
BZNW	 Beihefte zur Zeitschrift für die neutestamentliche Wissen-
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CCO	 Collectanea Christiana Orientalia
CCS	 Cambridge Classical Studies
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CHANE	 Culture and History of the Ancient Near East
CHJ	 Cambridge History of Judaism
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de Gruyter, 2010–2012.
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Berlin: de Gruyter, 2014.

CIIP IV	 Ameling, Walter, et al. Corpus Inscriptionum Iudaeae /
Palaestinae, Volume IV: Iudaea/Idumaea; 2649–3978. 2 
vols. Berlin: de Gruyter, 2018.

CIJ	 Frey, Jean-Baptiste. Corpus Inscriptionum Judaicarum: 
Recueil des inscriptions juives qui vont du IIIe siècle avant 
Jésus-Christ au VIIe siècle de notre ère. 2 vols. Rome: Pon-
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repr., New York: Ktav, 1975.
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CSHJ	 Chicago Studies in the History of Judaism
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CurBS	 Currents in Research: Biblical Studies
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ErIsr	 Eretz Israel
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HBM	 Hebrew Bible Monographs
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HSM	 Harvard Semitic Monographs
HSS	 Harvard Semitic Studies
HTS	 Harvard Theological Studies
HUCA	 Hebrew Union College Annual
HUCM	 Monographs of the Hebrew Union College
HvTSt	 Hervormde teologiese studies
IECOT	 International Exegetical Commentary on the Old Testa-
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IJO 1	 Noy, David, Alexander Panayotov, and Hans-Wulf Bloe-
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IJO 2	 Ameling, Walter. Inscriptiones Judaicae Orientis II: Klein-
asien. TSAJ 99. Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck, 2004.
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JAJ	 Journal of Ancient Judaism
JAJSup	 Journal of Ancient Judaism Supplements
JBL	 Journal of Biblical Literature
JBR	 Journal of Bible and Religion
JBS	 Jerusalem Biblical Studies
JBTh	 Jahrbuch für biblische Theologie
JDS	 Judean Desert Studies
JECS	 Journal of Early Christian Studies
JHebS	 Journal of Hebrew Scriptures
JIGRE	 Horbury, William, and David Noy. Jewish Inscriptions of 
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JIWE 1	 Noy, David. Jewish Inscriptions of Western Europe I: Italy 
(Excluding the City of Rome), Spain and Gaul. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1993.SBL P

res
s



xx	 abbreviations
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JR	 Journal of Religion
JRA	 Journal of Roman Archaeology
JRASup	 Journal of Roman Archaeology Supplement Series
JRS	 Journal of Roman Studies
JSem	 Journal of Semitics
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MnS	 Mnemosyne Supplementum
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NHMS	 Nag Hammadi and Manichaean Studies
NovT	 Novum Testamentum
NovTSup	 Supplements to Novum Testamentum
NS	 new series
NTOA	 Novum Testamentum et Orbis Antiquus
NTOA.SA	 Novum Testamentum et Orbis Antiquus, Series Archaeo-

logica
NTS	 New Testament Studies
NTTS	 New Testament Tools and Studies
ÖBS	 Österreichische biblische Studien
OBT	 Overtures to Biblical Theology
OLA	 Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta
OTE	 Old Testament Essays
OTM	 Oxford Theological Monographs
OTP	 Charlesworth, James H., ed. Old Testament Pseudepigra-

pha. 2 vols. New York: Doubleday, 1983–1985.
OTS	 Old Testament Studies
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P.Count	 Clarysse, Willy, and Dorothy Thompson, eds. Counting 
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Cambridge University Press, 2006.

P.Polit.Iud.	 Maresch, Klaus and James M. S. Cowey, eds. Urkunden 
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REJ	 Revue des études juives
RelSoc	 Religion and Society
RevQ	 Revue de Qumran
RGRW	 Religions in the Graeco-Roman World
RHPR	 Revue d'histoire et de philosophie religieuses
RHR	 Revue de l’histoire des religions
RMP	 Rheinisches Museum für Philologie NS
RRJ	 Review of Rabbinic Judaism
RSR	 Religious Studies Review
RVV	 Religionsgeschichtliche Versuche und Vorarbeiten
SBLDS	 Society of Biblical Literature Dissertation Series
SBLMS	 Society of Biblical Literature Monograph Series
SBLSP	 Society of Biblical Literature Seminar Papers
SBLTT	 Society of Biblical Literature Texts and Translations
SBS	 Stuttgarter Bibelstudien
SBT	 Studies in Biblical Theology
SBTS	 Sources for Biblical and Theological Study
SC	 Sources Chrétiennes
SCI	 Scripta Classica Israelica
SCJud	 Studies in Christianity and Judaism
Scr	 Scriptura
SCS	 Septuagint and Cognate Studies
SDSS	 Studies in the Dead Sea Scrolls and Related Literature
SEÅ	 Svensk exegetisk årsbok
SemeiaSt	 Semeia Studies
SFSHJ	 South Florida Studies in the History of Judaism
sg.	 singular
SIJD	 Schriften des Institutum Judaicum Delitzschianum
SJ	 Studia Judaica
SJLA	 Studies in Judaism in Late Antiquity
SJOT	 Scandinavian Journal of the Old Testament
SNTSMS	 Society for New Testament Studies Monograph Series
SPhiloA	 Studia Philonica Annual
ST	 Studia Theologica
STAC	 Studien und Texte zu Antike und Christentum
STDJ	 Studies on the Texts of the Desert of Judah
StPB	 Studia Post-biblica
SUNT	 Studien zur Umwelt des Neuen TestamentsSBL P

res
s



	 abbreviations	 xxiii

SVTP	 Studia in Veteris Testamenti Pseudepigrapha
SymS	 Symposium Series
TANZ	 Texte und Arbeiten zum neutestamentlichen Zeitalter
TBN	 Themes in Biblical Narrative
TBT	 The Bible Today
Text	 Textus
TLZ	 Theologische Literaturzeitung
Transeu	 Transeuphratène
TSAJ	 Texts and Studies in Ancient Judaism
TUGAL	 Texte und Untersuchungen zur Geschichte der altchristli-

chen Literatur
UBS.MS	 United Bible Societies Monograph Series
VC	 Vigiliae Christianae
VCSup	 Supplements to Vigiliae Christianae
VTSup	 Supplements to Vetus Testamentum
WGRW	 Writings from the Greco-Roman World
WLAW	 Wisdom Literature of the Ancient World
WMANT	 Wissenschaftliche Monographien zum Alten und Neuen 

Testament
WUNT	 Wissenschaftliche Untersuchungen zum Neuen Testament
ZAC	 Zeitschrift für Antikes Christentum/Journal of Ancient 

Christianity
ZPE	 Zeitschrift für Papyrologie und Epigraphik
ZTK	 Zeitschrift für Theologie und Kirche

SBL P
res

s



SBL P
res

s




