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Chronology

BCE
539 Persian rule of Judea begins
515 Jerusalem temple rebuilt
332 Greek rule under Alexander begins
322–301 Wars between Diadochi
301–198 Ptolemies rule Judea
198–142 Seleucids rule Judea
177–164 Antiochus IV rules Seleucid Empire
167 Antiochus IV desecrates Jerusalem temple
 Hasmonean revolt begins
164 Rededication of the Jerusalem temple
 Antiochus IV dies
160 Judas dies in battle; Jonathan becomes leader
152 Jonathan becomes high priest
142 Jonathan dies; Simon becomes leader
140 Simon becomes high priest, commander, ethnarch
134 Simon dies; John Hyrcanus I becomes leader
129 Judea becomes independent
104–103 Aristobulus I is high priest and king
103–76 Alexander Jannaeus is high priest and king
76–67 Salome Alexandra rules
67–66 Dispute between Hyrcanus II and Aristobulus II; Aristo-

bulus II emerges as victor
63 Pompey captures Jerusalem; Roman rule of Judea begins
42 Phasael and Herod appointed tetrarchs
37 Herod the Great becomes king of Judea
4 Herod the Great dies
4 BCE–6 CE Archelaus rules Judea, Idumea, and Samaria
 Antipas rules Galilee and Perea
 Herod Philip II rules territory northwest of Galilee until 

34 CE
6–41 Judea is Roman province governed by prefects
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xii chronology

26–36 Pontius Pilate is prefect of Judea
41–44 Agrippa I rules most of Palestine
44–66 Roman procurators govern most of Palestine
66–70 Jewish revolt against Rome
70 Jerusalem temple destroyed by Titus
73/74 Masada falls to Romans
115–117 Jews revolt in Egypt, Cyprus, and Cyrene
132–135 Bar Kokhba Revolt
ca. 200 Codification of Mishnah
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