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PREFACE

The flood tide of introductory grammars of Biblical Hebrew since c. 1990 raises the question: “Why
another?” This grammar exists, first, because I needed a grammar from which to teach that would
reflect a discourse- and genre-based understanding of Biblical Hebrew!. When the supplementary
handouts overtook the regular textbook that I was using, I realized that it would be simpler just to
fill in the gaps; this book is the result.

Secondly, students who pursued postgraduate studies encouraged me to persevere in seeking to
have it published by reporting that they were better-prepared in Hebrew than their classmates (and
even, in some cases, were as well-prepared as their professors). A number of people downloaded
earlier permutations from my website (www.fredputnam.org) and reported using it to learn to read
Hebrew. The learning and preparation of all of these students was, of course, their own responsi-
bility; I am honoured to have had some part in it.

The positive response of others whom I respect, including linguists, translators, and professors
of Hebrew, likewise encouraged me to bring it to fruition.

1. Unless otherwise qualified, the terms “Biblical Hebrew” and “Hebrew” refer interchangeably to the
language of the biblical text (MT as represented by BHS); “Classical Hebrew” refers to both biblical and
epigraphic materials.
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ABBREVIATIONS

BiBLicAL Books

GRAMMAR

Canonically? Alphabetically Verbal Stem

Genesis Gn Am Amos D piel (doubled stem)

Exodus Ex Dn Daniel Dp pual (passive doubled stem)
Leviticus Ty Dt Deuteronomy Dt hitpael (t-prefix doubled stem)
Numbers Nu Ec Ecclesiastes H hifil (h-prefix stem)

Deuteronomy Dt Es Esther Hp hofal (passive h-prefix stem)
Joshua Js Ex Exodus N nifal (n-prefix stem)
Judges Jg Ezk Ezekiel Q qal (“simple” stem)
1 Samuel 1 Sam Ezr Ezra Qp qal passive (passive of the “simple”
2 Samuel 2 Sam Gn Genesis stem)
; Eziz ; Iégz II-{IZ Ezzgzkuk Vef'bal Conjugation
Isaiah Is He  Hoson Coh Cohortative 4 . .
B F Imperfect (yigtol, imperfective)
Jeremiah  Jr Is Isaiah J  Jussive
Ezekiel  Egzk Jb  Job NC Infinitive Construct
Hosea Ho Jg  Judges NA Infinitive Absolute
Joel g1 J1 Joel P Perfect (qatal, perfective)
Amos  Am Jn  Jonah py [Preterite (wayyigtol, imperfect with
Obadiah Qb Jr Jeremiah waw-consecutive/conversive
Jonah Jn Js  Joshua
Micah  Mj La Lamentations Pte Participle
Nahum Na Lv Leviticus V  Imperative
Habakkuk Hp Ma Malachi
Zephaniah  7p Mi Micah . Person, E}ender, l\ju“mber .
Haggai Hg Na Nahum 1 first person (“I, me, my”; “we, us, our”)
Zechariah 7 Ne Nehemiah 2 second person (“you”; “your”)
Malachi Ma Nu Numbers 3 third person (“he, she, it, they”, “him, her”,
Psalm  Ps Ob Obadiah &e.)
Job Jb Pr Proverbs f femmlr.le
Proverbs Pr Ps Psalm I; I;i::lﬂme
Ruth  Ru Ru Ruth s singular

Song of Songs SS
Lamentations [,g
Ecclesiastes Ec
Esther Eg

Daniel Dn

Ezra Egzr
Nehemiah Ne

1 Chronicles 1 Chr
2 Chronicles 2 Chr

SS  Song of Songs
Zc  Zechariah
Zp Zephaniah

1 Chr 1 Chronicles
1 Sam 1 Samuel

1 Kgs 1 Kings

2 Chr 2 Chronicles
2 Sam 2 Samuel
2Kgs 2 Kings

2. As the books are arranged in Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia.
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INTRODUCTION

This grammar of Biblical Hebrew, the language of the religious literature of ancient Israel, and
the expressive medium of religious texs held dear by those of several of the world’s major reli-
gions, seeks to inculcate in students the conviction that language makes sense, that the forms of
Biblical Hebrew and their functions are not random, but rather motivated by the constraints of
their linguistic medium, including both the genre within which they are used and the discourse
structures of that genre.

PUTNAM Book.indb  xvii

Characteristics

Frequency. As much as possible, those aspects of the language which are most frequent,
common, or “usual” are studied before the less common. The verb is presented beginning
with the two conjugations (imperfect and preterite) whose parallel morphology (common
subject affixes) accounts for more than forty percent of all verbal forms in Biblical Hebrew.
Vocabulary is introduced in approximate order of frequency, allowing, of course, for the
order of topics. The combined “supplementary” vocabulary lists (Appendix A) and those in
the chapters introduce all words used fifty times or more in Biblical Hebrew (approximately
650 words in all). The verbal stems are the exception to this pattern of frequency; I find
it more helpful pedagogically to link these by form and function rather than frequency.
Furthermore, students find it helpful to interrupt the cascade of weak verbal roots with
non-morphological topics in order to allow students time to assimilate the characteristics of
each type of root.

There are a number of statistics scattered throughout the lessons, such as how often

a particular conjugation, stem, or other form occurs. They are not intended to imply or
establish a form’s relative importance or significance; they are included because students
frequently ask how often they can expect to see this or that phenomenon. Most are rounded
off to the nearest whole number.
Simplicity. First-year students need to learn enough grammar and syntax to get them into
the text. Beginning to understand a language comes from extensive interaction with the
language as it occurs, not from memorizing paradigms and vocabulary, necessary as that
is. This text presents basic grammar as quickly as has proven practical, with the goal that
students begin reading the text fairly early in their first semester of study. Noun formation
is described very simply, and primarily in terms of recognition. For example, the guttural
verbal roots are presented in one brief lesson, rather than a half-dozen lengthy ones.

This is also the reason for offering explanations that are “pedagogical” rather than “tech-
nical” or “technically accurate” (e.g., footnotes 20, 34, 80). Most students tend to find techni-
cally precise explanations or definitions less than helpful; these explanations offer enough
information for them to progress in their understanding without bogging them down in
technical detail. The teacher or faculty member can always direct interested students to the
appropriate discussions for further information.

Continuity with previous language study. Semiticists traditionally arrange verbal charts
(paradigms) from the third to the first persons (3rd-2nd-1st [e.g., she/he-you-I]), and pronom-
inal paradigms in the opposite order (1st-2nd-3rd). This is both contrary to the experience
of students who have studied other languages in high school or college (where all para-
digms are arranged 1st-2nd-3rd person), and confusing to beginning students (who need to
remember that the order varies according to the type of paradigm). This text uses the order
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1st-2nd-3rd for all paradigms. Students who pursue advanced studies in Hebrew or Semitics
will need to orient themselves to the academic paradigms.

A linguistic orientation. Explanations in this grammar assume that language in general is
an aspect of human behavior. Hebrew was a human language, a form of behavior that—like
every other language—can be more or less (and more rather than less) understood by other
human beings. This reflects the further conviction that languages—and the utterances
in which they are incarnate—thus exist and function within larger societal patterns and
systems; each part of any such system must, as much as possible, be understood in relation
to the system of which it is a part, upon which it depends, and to which it contributes.

This text therefore aims at inculcating this understanding of language in general, and
of Biblical Hebrew as an example of a particular stage of a specific language. Further-
more, since language is an aspect of hAuman behavior, Biblical Hebrew is an example of the
linguistic behavior of human beings—authors and speakers—in a particular time and place,
and therefore must be read as an example of normal human communication, regardless
of the speaker’s [author’s] understanding of his or her mission or purpose in writing, and
equally, without regard for the reader’s view of the Bible as human or divine (or human and
divine) in origin. Biblical Hebrew is not some extraordinary language, chosen for its ability
to communicate at or beyond certain levels of human understanding. It was merely one
aspect of an everyday human language, and should be read as such.

A specific application of this idea is that verbal conjugations are explained in terms
of their function in biblical genres. The string of preterites (wayyigtol, “waw-conversive/
consecutive plus imperfect”) in a biblical story outlines the backbone of the narrative, or the
narrative chain; it is a form with a discourse-level function that is related to the discourse-
level functions of verbal conjugations, types of clause, etc.

At the same time, however, I have tried to avoid linguistic jargon and trivia, or at least
to explain them when they are introduced. The term “function” tends to replace the word
“meaning,” and verbal conjugations are explained in terms of their contextual function
(rather than “defined” by a list of possible translation values). There is a glossary of terms
in Appendix C.

Exercises. Most of the exercises are biblical texts taken from Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia
(BHS). In order to allow teachers to assign texts that best suit the purposes and goals of
their particular course and program, there are often more exercises than can be completed.
[n5.10 explains the purpose and function of the exercises.]

Appendices. Appendices include supplementary vocabulary lists (above); an alphabetical
list of proper nouns (persons and places) that occur fifty times or more in the Hebrew Bible;
pronominal and verbal paradigms, including a table of some easily confused verbal forms;
a glossary of morphosyntactic terms; and an annotated bibliography.

Schedule & Workload. This grammar was designed for two semesters (twenty-six weeks).
The lessons assume that an average student who follows a normal schedule of eight to
twelve hours of study per week in addition to time in class will achieve an average grade in
the course.

The lessons introducing the “weak” verbal roots begin in Lesson 24. They are interspersed
with lessons on reading biblical genres (25, 27) and the Masora (29), because students found
it helpful to have “buffers”—time in which to absorb one set of forms before encountering
the next.

Students and I have found it practical to work through Lessons 1-22 in one semester,
meeting twice per week; in the second semester we alternate studying a lesson with working
through an extended biblical text, for example, the story of Abraham (“Additional Resources
Online”, below). This makes them encounter verbal forms and vocabulary in the text before
meeting them “formally” in the grammar, which in turn lets them connect the more abstract
presentation with a biblical passage. We also begin reading at sight from the biblical text
about one-third of the way through the first semester, usually in an extra “reading session”
of 30-45 minutes before or after the official class.

After completing this study, students should be able to develop their understanding of
Hebrew grammar and syntax by reading the biblical text with the aid of standard reference
works. By the end of their second semester/term of Hebrew, students should have read at
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least ten chapters directly from the Hebrew Bible, in addition to many partial and whole
verses in the exercises.

References. References to HBI are to the Hebrew Bible Insert: A Student’s Guide to the
Syntax of Biblical Hebrew (Putnam 1996), a booklet covering nominal, adjectival, pronom-
inal, verbal, and clausal syntax, the “major” masoretic accents, and verbal paradigms.
Additional Resources Online. Reading notes on Abraham (Gn 12-25), Ruth (1-4), Jonah (1-4),
and other materials may be downloaded without charge from www.fredputnam.org

Notes for Teachers

My courses entail many “discussions” or “conversations”—which appear ad hoc and ad lib
to students, but are in fact carefully planned—that would make this work too long, tedious,
and “chatty”. An example of this is the all-too-brief discussion of vocabulary (Lesson 2),
which merely hints at a discussion of lexical and theoretical semantics and translation that
resurfaces throughout their first year of study. In order to avoid this tediousness, and to
protect other teachers from the need to disavow (at least some of) my idiosyncracies, I leave
to you the task of filling in the gaps that are thereby necessarily created. In other words,
because schools, teachers, and students are individual, what is effective in the context of
a particular course, its teacher, and the curriculum of which they are part may not be in
another, as all good teachers know.

Students and I have occasionally found it helpful to combine the lessons on resources (#23),
reading (#25, 27), and the masora (#29) in order to fit a changed schedule.
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Part 1

INTRODUCTION & LESSONS 1-3
READING & PRONOUNCING HEBREW

This section introduces the writing system of Biblical Hebrew (alphabet, vowels), and how to
pronounce words (accent, syllables). It also addresses the nature of vocabulary (gloss and meaning).
By the end of these three chapters, you should be able to look at a Hebrew word, spell and pronounce
it, analyze its parts (syllables, dages, sewa), and recognize more than thirty of the most common
words in Biblical Hebrew.

One of the biggest barriers to learning to read Hebrew is moving our eyes from right to left. Indo-
European culture assumes a left-to-right orientation that affects our perception and experience of
just about everything.

If you are asked to write a comic strip for Hebrew- or Arabic-speaking readers, be sure to put the
punch line in the left-most (first, to us) panel!

In the USA, highway signs list the town to the left of the distance, again based on the assump-
tion that people read left to right, and that “where” you are going is more important than “how
far’—we don’t usually ask “What is forty-three miles from here?” but “How far is it to ...?”

This cultural pattern means that reading right-to-left is a major hurdle for most students—a
hurdle that is not merely physical, but mental and emotional—because reading right-to-left feels
wrong (especially for those who have learned reading techniques such as quickly returning the eyes
to the beginning of the next line ... at the left margin).

When we add to this the non-alphabetic nature of the vowel symbols, and sounds that are not
part of the vocal system of most English speakers, the task becomes daunting. The importance of
the material in these opening chapters, and the value of pronouncing Hebrew aloud as much as
possible, therefore, can hardly be overstated. Accordingly, you should read the examples in the
chapters aloud, and read the exercises aloud, in order to attune both eye and ear to the patterns of
Hebrew.
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INTRODUCTION

These reformatted biblical quotations® illustrate some of the similarities and differences between
Hebrew and English, which you will notice as soon as you try to read them.

.dg m dg ry dnx Ipp m b 11§ 1pp ry

oy O ou :aeeo y e aeeo ou .1

.slx knrd slmc ry vg llw x dnx knrd 9
O:@ :@: :eaou:i :ii a i

.uoy ssruc tht h sx dsruc dnx ouy ssslb tht h sx dsslb 3
e: a e 1 e: a e:e: a e 1 e:e:

Jluf tn s s ht ty s ht tnx nur srvr ht 11x 4
: 0O 1ea e eeae 0:1 .e1 e a
.rp ht srdsnc tht h sx dsslb
o0 e :ei:o a:e i e:e:

wo
.tpw dnx nd ts w nlbb fx srvr htb 6

te a ae oya o :eie y

Although they are certainly not written in Hebrew, these sentences exemplify some of the main
differences between Hebrew and English orthography [writing].

1.
2.

Hebrew is read from right to left.

Hebrew vowels are written around (mainly below, but also above and beside) the conso-
nants; they are mainly dots (called “points”) and dashes that are much smaller than the
consonants.

Words cannot begin with a vowel—there must be a consonant, even if it is silent to our ears
(e.g., the X (alef) in these sentences).

Hebrew has a sign ( , ) that shows that there is no vowel between two consonants (e.g., the
last vowel point in #4 and #6).

At the same time, however, there are significant differences between this example and Biblical
Hebrew (apart from the obvious difference of using English [Latin] symbols):

1.

2.
3

The vowels are [much] smaller signs, not part of the Hebrew alphabet (i.e., they are not
“letters”).

Biblical Hebrew has no capital letters.

Biblical Hebrew is punctuated by accent marks that correspond more or less indirectly to
English [European] punctuation (see Lesson 25.3).

3. P.H. Mason & Hermann Hedwig Bernard, Gently Flowing Waters: An easy, practical Hebrew grammar:
with exercises for translation...arranged in a series of letters from a teacher of languages to an English duchess
in two volumes: To which is attached Ma’eyney ha-Yeshi’ah: The fountains of salvation, being a translation,
with notes critical and explanatory of Isaiah LIII. Also: Ha-Mafteah, key to the exercises. Vol. 1, Letters I-XV
(Cambridge: J. Hall & Son, 1853).
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Lesson 1
THE HEBREW ALPHABET
The Hebrew alphabet has twenty-two letters, some of which have more than one form. Two letters

distinguished only by the position of a dot (&, W) were a single sign until the Masoretes added the
points (lines in Ps 119.161-68, the “U” section, begin with both).

Follow your Trans- Final Name (accent
teacher’s example Pronunciation literation®* Form Form is bolded)
silent ’ N alef
boat b b o) bet
vent v b/v a (“bait”)
goat g & : gimel
glg A
door d d i dalet
d/d T
hope h h n he (“hay”)
vent v vorw I vav / waw
Z00 zZ Z T zayin
Hugh ch (loch) h I het
title t t ) tet
yet y jory ° yod
keel k k ol
kaf
hew ch (loch) k Kl b
liquid 1 1 5 lamed
moon m m m] ) mem
night n n 1 ] nun
sigh S S o} samek
silent ¢ hvj ayin
paper p p =) pe
ford f P A 2 (“pay”)
eats ts S Y 3 sade
keel k q P qof
r-right r (flapped) r " res (“raysh”)
sigh S $ [ sin (“seen”)
shall sh 8 3} Sin (“sheen”)
) t n
tonight t ¢ n tof

4. Transliterating represents the sounds of one language with the letters of another. There is no universal
transliteration scheme for Hebrew (see Jg 21.25). Once you can read and pronounce Hebrew, you should be
able to “read” any transliteration scheme.

PUTNAM Book.indb 5
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Biblical Hebrew

This “square script”—in contrast to the cursive found in manuscripts and the “archaic” forms
used in inscriptions—was standardized after the invention of the printing press. Adapted from the
Aramaic alphabet, this alphabet is found in published Hebrew Bibles and prayerbooks, as well as
in academic books and journals. Most of these comments (below) on the shapes of the letters do not
apply to extra-biblical inscriptions or original biblical manuscripts (no biblical author would easily
recognize these letters!). These comments, some of which overlap, are intended as guidelines, not
as rules for memorization.

1.

2.
3.

7.

Hebrew is written and read from right to left. Practice writing and reading the alphabet in
that order.

There is only one alphabet; i.e., there are no “capital” or “small” letters.

Like some other Semitic scripts, this alphabet is “consonantal”—i.e., none of the letters of
the alphabet directly represent vowels (cf. “a”, “e”, “i”, “0”, “u”), although a few consonants
could be used to indicate the presence of long vowels.

The letters listed with and without a dot (2/3, /2, T1/7, 2/2, B/2, I/N) are called the b°gad-
kefat letters (MB2771]2), a nonsense phrase made up of the letters themselves (the rabbis
were fond of such mnemonic devices). At one time these letters had two pronunciations,
distinguished by the presence or absence of the dages lene, but only 2/2, 2/3, and B/B are
distinguished in modern Hebrew. When spelling a Hebrew word with English letters (trans-
literating), the letter without dages is either underlined or followed by “h” to show that it is
“soft” (e.g,. “b/bh”, “k/kh”, “p/ph”).

This difference is sub-phonemic, i.e., it does not distinguish one word from another in
Biblical Hebrew. In English, on the other hand, this same difference would be quite mean-
ingful (phonemic): one’s response to “Come to su__ _ er!” would probably be affected by
whether the middle consonant was f or p!

Four letters are called “gutturals” (R, 71, I, V), so-called because they represent sounds
made in the throat (Latin guttur).

Since some pairs of letters sound alike, you will need to learn to recognize Hebrew words by
both sight and sound, and to distinguish them by sight.

N b} silent

o] 2} s as in sigh
R
u) | v as in vent

o) P k as in keel

] n n t as in tough

Five letters have a special form used only at the end of a word. Four of these final forms
have “descenders”; note their length relative to other letters.

Initial/Medial Form | Final Form
Q2> ho) | N
Ton n D DTN
N2 ] 1 1R
- D 2 5N
s 3 It 7OR

7/9/10 2:47:26 PM



1.1. The Hebrew Alphabet 7

8. Some pairs of letters are similar in appearance:

To distinguish them, note the ...

tittle—the small extension of the horizontal stroke—on dalet and bet

v I

left side—open or closed

lower corners—square or round

open at top or bottom

shape of bottom—“arched” or flat

shape of left leg—straight or bent; tittle on right side of Aet

shape of top

W - .. GO

dot on left or right; this is a later (medieval/Masoretic) distinction

— | B -+ |J|v 0O /U g

Sewa + tittle in final kaf (which also has a longer [wider] top stroke)

e

9. The Dead Sea (Qumran) Scrolls also reveal that Hebrew scribes often inscribed a line onto
the parchment, and then suspended the text from the line (rather than resting the letters
on the line, as in English). This is why so many letters have a horizontal stroke near the top
of the letter, and why Hebrew tends to use descenders rather than ascenders.

Sixteen letters fit within a “square” and several of these are roughly square in appear-
ance, i.e., roughly the same height and width. Listed alphabetically (from right to left),
they are:

nUuRassYONOBLMNTTIN

Three non-final forms (%, L?, P) and the four final forms with descenders (#9, above) differ
from the standard in height. The non-final forms are:

* yod is only half of the height and width of the other letters (its top is

i N

even with the others)
e lamed extends above the other letters® A
* gof [and four final forms (#9, above)] extend below the others NP

Five letters are also narrower than the standard width (117 ? J). Each is roughly one-half
as wide as the square. Yod (the “jot” of Mt 5.18), at roughly one-fourth of the square, is the
smallest letter in the Hebrew alphabet.

10. The names of the letters are transliterated into English. Disyllabic names are accented on
the first syllable (e.g., @' lef, gi' mel). [Transliteration is usually italicized.]

1.2 Concepts

acrostic ascender descender  medial form tittle
alphabet  consonant final form  square script transliteration

5. Inthe Dead Sea (Qumran) Scrolls, the height of the ascender on the lamed is often greatly exaggerated,
so that their location is obvious (also obvious at a glance is whether or not a photograph in a book or article is
correctly oriented).
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1.3 Exercises

1. Practice reciting the Hebrew alphabet, and writing it from right to left, with the final forms
following their medial forms.

2. Esther 3.13 is one of twenty-six verses that contain every letter in the alphabet.® Copy it in
Hebrew; practice spelling the words by naming the Hebrew letters from right to left (words
linked by a horizontal line, called magqef, are considered separate words); and find all ten
final forms. Which final form does not occur in this verse?

75nn mrnooor v T2 oo mbun
MR 0T OWN A PrI Wi oSz TR Harsy b nund
;25 abbut IR WA oy WIS ey muibua

3. Discuss the significance of Jesus’ statement in Matthew 5.18.

4. This is an alphabetical list of most of the proper names that occur more than 175 times
in Biblical Hebrew (“c”, “d”, “h” are titles and generic nouns). Write their English form,
and practice spelling them aloud in Hebrew. Use the references—the first time that name
occurs—to check your work.

Example: = “gimel-dalet” “Gad”
Gn 25.26 Py m Gn175 oNaR  a
Gn 13.10 7 o Ex 4.14 TR b
Josh 10.1 obu o Gn 14.20 5% e
Gn 32.28 Snne  p. Gn1.1 bR d.
Gn9.18 W q Gn 41.52 oUBER e
Gn 29.34 5 Gn 10.10 532 f.
Gn 19.37 NN s, Gn 35.18 ™ e
Ex 2.10 Tt Jg 2.13 Sva  h
Gn 10.14 ‘mube 1 Sam 16.13 ™oL
Gn 12.15 iR Gn 29.35 it
Gn 36.37 Sy w. Ex 14.13 muT ke
2 Sam 5.14 mby x Gn 30.24 o L

N.B.: When transliterated, some of these will not resemble their English counterparts, for one
or more of these reasons. [This grammar uses the “received” transliteration.]

a. The “J” that begins many names in English Bibles represents initial *; within names *

(3524

often appears as “i” or merely indicates the presence of a vowel (see, e.g., exercises d, r, u
[above]), but there are exceptions (below). This is because Latin used the letter “i” to
transliterate Y (as the corresponding Greek letter iota had been used centuries earlier in
the Septuagint), and also because the letter “j” was not distinguished orthographically
from “i” until the 17th century. The English Bible has inherited the transliteration of
biblical names from these two sources. (In some ecclesiastical traditions, for example,

“Jesu”, representing an older “Iesu” is pronounced “Yesu” or “Yezu”.)

6. The complete list: Ex 16:16; Dt 4:34; Js 23:13; 2 Kgs 4:39; 6:32; 7:8; Is 5:25; 66:17; Jr 22:3; 32:29; Ezk
17:9; 38:12; Ho 10:8; 13:2; Am 9:13; Zp 3:8; Zc 6:11; Ecc 4:8; Est 3:13; Ezr 7.28; Ne 3.7; 2 Chr 26.11; Dn 2:45;
3:22; 4:20; 7:19 (all Daniel references are in Aramaic). If, however, sin and $in are counted separately there are
only fourteen vv. (Dt 4:34; 2 Kgs 7:8; Is 66:17; Jr 22:3; 32:29; Ezk 17:9; 38:12; Ho 10:8; 13:2; Zc 6:11; Est 3:13;
Ecc 4:8; Ezr 7:28; 2 Chr 26:11). Two vv. include all five final forms (Ezk 38.12; Zp 3.8).
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L] > ‘f]'” L] > “i”
ﬂpjs Jjosef Joseph WM yirmeyahtt  Jeremiah
M yhada Judah DOR  *lohim Elohim

YPIN  thayyahd  Ahijah | 557 hallayah  Halleluiah

b. The gutturals (R, i1, 1, V) are either ignored when names are transliterated (‘7&PTH‘ >
Ezekiel) or represented by a second vowel qﬁnx > Aaron), reflecting the translitera-
tions of the Septuagint and Vulgate.

c. Two forms of waw represent long vowels (note the dots):

“n
u

3> 9> “p”

Sy sa’al Saul o josef  Joseph
T q .

[

d. The letter ¥ is often represented by “z” in traditional biblical transliteration, by either
either ¢s or s in academic transliteration.

3>
S siyyon Zion
RPIE sidqyhit Zedekiah
P?¥"3L??_3 malki-sedeq Melchizedek

“o

e. The letter U is often represented by “s” in traditional biblical transliteration, but by § in
academic transliteration.

w > “S”
fuin) L)W $lomo Solomon
D‘?@ﬁ’ Jerisalaim Jerusalem

1.4 Enrichment: Acrostic Poetry

No one knows why the biblical poets wrote acrostic [alphabetically organized] poems (the most
famous is Ps 119); perhaps they were a type or style of poem, like sonnets in English. Other acros-
tics are, e.g., Lam 1-4 (each chapter), Pr 30.10-31, Ps 9-10 and Ps 37. Psalms 111 and 112 are also
acrostics. After the opening “Halleluiah” (1a), each line (not each verse) begins with the next letter
of the alphabet:

7/9/10 2:47:29 PM
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PsaLm 112 PsaLm 111
m 55 la M5 1a
MR R UR™WR b 225501 M AN

WD PEO TRISRI e T DU e e
WA T PN 23 2a M tyn 25T 2a

ST DN T b ogenoob o b
"I WM 3a byp 7T 3a

S MY MpTsy b W5 Ny INpTH b
DS IR N2 M 4a PO Moy 1o 4a

P o e b Mmoo b
M5 IN WKW 5a ™YL M W 5a

ppunn a7 bzbs b sz obih aor b
pinN> ohivsts  6a MmY> Ty TRYR NS 6a

oy i abiw o b ova mbm oS Anb b
NO" N mpn npwwn 7a BOYRY AR YT PR 7a

s mes 2b s b roebs oy b
X XD 925 Mo 8a n’:mb b oome sa

UED ANTTWR Y b WM ERD TRy b
oUPIRD 1M M 9a nyb> moy me 9a

WH Py P b 2 ESwo TS b

203 DN NP e AU N WP e
DYDY XY VYD 10a  PYT PN TRSM MUNT 10a

om P MW b omeyoob 2i Sop b

MTINP WYY PR e M5 nmy inban e

Lines in biblical poetry are conventionally referred to by verse number and a letter, so that,

e.g., the three lines of v. 10 are referred to as Ps 111.10a, 10b, 10c.

a. Which line recurs three times in these two psalms with only the difference of one
letter?

b. Which lines begin with letters distinguished by only the position of a dot?

If you have a Hebrew Bible, look at Ps 119.161-168. These eight lines are grouped together

under one letter, even though some begin with sin and some with $in. Which verses begin

with which letter? [This incidentally demonstrates that these were originally one letter; the

distinguishing dots were added by the Masoretes in the medieval period.]

The “colon” at the end of each verse (which is actually two “diamonds”—look closely!) is

called sof pasuq, which means “end of pasuq”; pasugim (plural of pasuq) correspond to

verses in English.
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Lesson 2

Tae VOwELS

Like English, Hebrew has a full range of vowel symbols. Unlike English, Hebrew vowels are not
“letters” (i.e., they are not part of the alphabet) but are small signs placed under, between, or above
consonants. The Masoretes—scribes who added the vowel markings—were unwilling to change the
consonantal text, and so, apparently following the example of other Semitic languages, devised
a system of “dots” and “dashes” to represent the various vowel sounds, which were added to the
consonantal text. The vowel points were intended to eliminate ambiguity in pronunciation—all but
three points represent only one sound each. [Contrast the variety of sounds represented by “ou” in
English: cough, though, rough, through, gouge, etc.] The Masoretes used another set of signs (§2.2)
to represent half-vowels (e.g., beautiful), whereas English uses the regular vowel signs (a, e, i, 0, u)
to represent both full- and half-vowel sounds.”

2.1 Full Vowels

The Full Vowels
Length:
Vowel Name of Vowel 2 + Vowel Transliteration & L(ong)or
Class Vowel Point Point Pronunciation S(hort)
A games . 2 ma father L
patah ) n ma rot S
sere-yod v mn mé
E ' ’ they L
sere ) ” mé
& segol ” me bet S
hireq-yod " m mi mean L
I . :
hireq _ o mi mean Lor
mi bit S
holem-waw 9 hin) mo
(0] L
holem o) mo moan
& qames-hatuf . ” mo S
Sureq 3 mn mu moon L
U
qibbus . 1 mu moon Lor
mu moot; book S

7. Pronounciation of vowels, full and half, varies from one teacher to the next according to, for example,
which variety of modern Hebrew one prefers. You will need to listen closely to your teacher’s example, which
may not be quite the same as those listed here.
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The vowel is read after the consonant that it is under (i.e., that it follows). In other words, the
vowel is either below or to the left of its consonant (cf. the first column under “pronunciation”).
A vowel that includes a letter of the alphabet—called a “vowel letter”—( ,* ,1,3) is always
long.

Apart from the qualitative distinction between long and short hireq (/ee/ v. /i/), “length”
refers primarily to duration (how long the sound of the vowel is maintained) rather than to
vowel quality. For example, the difference between sureq and qibbus is more like the differ-
ence between “boon” and “boot” than between “boon” and “bun” (English long and short /u/).
Their tonal quality is the same, but their duration differs (in the English words this is due
to the nature of the following consonants).

Although there are five “classes” of vowels (a, e, i, 0, u), the “o/u”, and “i/e” vowels are so
closely related that they often interchange, leaving three functional classes (a, i, u).

Some long vowels do not sound like their English counterparts, for example, “long e” sounds
like English a as in “way”, so check the “pronunciation” column carefully. You must learn
their Hebrew sounds and names.

Qames and games-hatuf look alike. Qames-hatuf is quite rare, and occurs only in unac-
cented, closed syllables (Lesson 3, below).

Patah-yod and qames-yod at the end of a word are both pronounced as the diphthong ai, as
in aisle.

When 17,9, and * follow a vowel, but are not themselves followed by another vowel, they are
called “vowel letters” or matres lectionis (“mothers [i.e., helpers] of reading”). This practice
started many centuries before the vowel points were used (c, below). When used as a vowel
letter, the 11, 1, and " are considered vowels, not consonants (e.g., " is referred to as a single
unit of spelling: sere-yod).

Vowel Letter or

Consonant? Explanation Transliteration  Pronunciation
YN yod = vowel letter  yod is not followed by a i§ eesh
(mater) vowel

TR he = vowel letter he ends the word (is not issa isha

! (mater) followed by a vowel)
3 bayit bayit

= yod = consonant yod followed by a vowel Y
" ‘ayin ayin

yod = consonant yod is the first letter of the
) word (& followed by a vowel)
on yom yom
waw = vowel letter waw is not followed by a
(mater) vowel

a. When they begin a word, or are followed by a vowel point, they are consonants (not
matres).

b. When they are written with the vowel letter (mater), they are called “full” (Hebrew
malé’, Latin plene, “full”).

c. When holem lacks waw, and sere and long hireq lacks yod, they are called “defective”
(Hebrew haser, “lacking”).

d. Forms with and without matres are pronounced alike. This discussion may sound exces-
sively technical, but all of these terms are routinely used in commentaries and reference
works dealing with the Hebrew text.

e. Inscriptions show that matres were in use by the 10th century BcE, but they were not
used consistently. When the Masoretes began to add the vowel points (c. ce 800), they
incorporated the vowel letters that were already present in the text into their system,
but did not add more vowel letters to the consonantal text, since that would have
entailed changing the biblical text. Many words thus occur both with and without a
vowel letter.
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1.2. The Vowels 13

f. This lack of standardization also explains why hireq and qibbus have more than one
value. If there was no vowel letter in the text, the Masoretes simply used the “defective”
form of the vowel, which is why hireq and gibbus can be either long or short.

2.2 Half-Vowels

({35204

Both Hebrew and English have half-vowels, e.g., “i” in “beautiful” and “a” in sofa (in regular conver-
sation, not exaggeratedly, as “bee-yoo-tee-ful”). English orthography does not distinguish full and
half vowels; the Masoretes distinguished them by using different signs.

The Half-Vowels
Consonant

Type Name Sign + Sign Length Sound
Sewa Sewa ) 1 me

a hatef-patah n h?

} Half uh

e hatef-segol ) he

o hatef-qames m he

1. The hatef-vowels combine one of the full vowel signs with vocal Sewa ().

2. Hatef-vowels mainly occur after the gutturals (below) instead of vocal Sewa. The hatef-
vowels are most important when discussing guttural verbs (below).

3. The half-vowels all sound alike (“uh”, as in “Uh-huh”).

4. Vocal sewa, which is also a half-vowel, is the first vowel point in the Bible: ""UR72, “in the
beginning” (Gn 1.1). It is also the sound in the first syllable of its own name: sheva. It is
thus the almost necessary sound between some combinations of consonants—a sound that
is usually ignored in English orthography (cf. the slight separation between, e.g., the first
two letters of “break” or “pray”).

2.3 A Brief History of Hebrew Orthography

Hebrew was first written with consonants and perhaps an occasional vowel letter. This meant that
a cluster of consonants was potentially ambiguous. [These examples exaggerate the difficulties,
since a word’s function is largely determined by the context.]

Sbs king, he reigned/was/became king, she reigned, they reigned, queen, one who
rules [male or femalel, “her/his [act of | ruling, Be king!, or to be /come king

As inscriptions show, by the 10th century BcE, matres lectionis were being used to indicate the pres-
ence of long vowels. This first took place at the end of words, and simplified reading by reducing a
word’s potential function:

1o5n  his king, the one ruling him, they reigned, his [act of | ruling, or Reign! (masc. pl.)
ao5n  her king, queen, she reigned, her [act of ] ruling, or Reign! (masc. sg.)

Although many biblical books were written after the matres lectionis had begun to be used, spelling

was never standardized, and so the matres were inserted haphazardly. In the 7th—9th centuries cE,
the Masoretes began adding “points” to the consonantal text in order to preserve traditional

8. The archaic (“paleo-Hebrew”) alphabet did not use final forms; they were, however, in use by the time
of the Dead Sea Scrolls.
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14 Biblical Hebrew

pronunciation,® but they did not attempt to standardize the use of matres before adding the vowel
points, even though this meant inconsistencies in spelling (they considered the matres part of the
“consonantal” text). The vowel points eliminated most of the ambiguity:

.‘1_?:‘??_3 =~ queen ,‘T;‘ng =~ Be king! (masc. sg.) or She reigned [was queen]
I'-[;Ji??_: = her king ,‘T;b?ﬁ = she [the one] who reigns or the reigning one [female]

This overview helps explain the general scholarly freedom to suggest different pointings—
repointing a word is not considered to be “changing the text”, since the vowel points were not
original. It also explains why the same word can be spelled with and without a vowel letter, since
the Masoretes were unwilling to add matres to the consonantal text.

Biblical texts may be “unpointed”, “consonantal” (both without vowel points), or “pointed” (often
called “Masoretic”). Pointing is largely restricted to printed (typeset) Bibles and Hebrew prayer-
books; Modern Hebrew is largely unpointed.

2.4 Regarding Vocabulary

The vocabulary lists include all the words that occur more than fifty times in the Hebrew Bible,
except proper names of persons and places (which are listed in Appendix B). Words are introduced
very generally in order of descending frequency, so that words that occur more frequently in the
biblical text are learned first. A complete Hebrew—English glossary for this grammar appears in
Appendix B. Learning vocabulary is a process of familiarization through repetition—some students
learn best by repeatedly writing the list until the glosses are learned, others by reviewing them
orally or by means of cards (Hebrew on one side, English on the other). It also helps to learn word
by a biblical context in which it occurs.

Each list consists of Hebrew words alongside one or more suggested English glosses for that
word. A gloss is merely a word used to translate a word—it is not a definition or meaning. The
gloss(es) listed with each word are English words that frequently represent that Hebrew word in
translations—they are not the word’s “basic” or “central” or “real” meaning. Words represent refer-
ential ranges, so that many glosses may be appropriate for a given word (although not every gloss
will fit every context in which that word occurs).

In general, words have ranges of reference (also called their “semantic range”). The only apparent
exceptions are highly technical terms, whether medical (pneumococcys), mathematical (cosine), theo-
logical (hypostatic union), etc.’® The more limited a word’s area of reference, the more “technical” or
specialized it is, and the more its content is determined by what it refers to. The less specific a term
is—the broader its range of reference—the more its content is determined by its context (linguistic,
cultural, etc.). “Dog”, for example, conveys less information than [is less specific than] “Labrador”,
and so can fit a larger variety of contexts. The latter expression is limited to contexts that refer to
a Labrador (again, unless it is being used metaphorically).

In addition to semantic range, words also have what might be called a “load”, as in the expression
“aloaded word”. “Semantic load” refers to the combination of their denotation (“dictionary meaning”)
and connotation (associated emotive function). In English, for example, “beefy”, “chunky”, “heavy”,
“solid”, “big-boned”, and “fat” could all be used to refer to a person’s build, but many people would
consider “solid” a compliment (or at least a polite euphemism) and “fat” a deliberate insult, even
though “insulting” is not part of the dictionary’s definition. This point probably refers more to
issues of translation than to the Hebrew lexicon, since we know the semantic load of words that we
use in our own languages far more instinctively than we can know those in another language no
longer spoken.

Furthermore, when comparing the vocabularies (lexicons) of different languages, the greater the
extent to which words’ ranges overlap, the more they appear to “mean the same thing”. Since Biblical

9. There were several centers of scribal activity, where competing systems of pointing (and thus of pronun-
ciations) developed; this one is called the “Tiberian”. Each group of Masoretes was therefore attempting to
preserve the pronunciation that it had “received”. Nor did the Masoretes consider points to “add to” the biblical
text, perhaps because the points do not affect its consonantal shape.

10. Many of these, however, can also be used metaphorically.
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1.2. The Vowels 15

Hebrew is a textual language—i.e., there are no longer any native speakers of Biblical Hebrew—we
are left to make educated guesses about the semantic range of some words, and the corresponding
semantic range in English. These are “educated” guesses, however, based on its biblical use and the
evidence from cognate Semitic languages, such as Akkadian, Ugaritic, and Aramaic, from its use in
rabbinic (Mishnaic) Hebrew, and from medieval rabbinic commentators and grammarians.

PUTNAM Book.indb 15

Terms of relationship. The following Hebrew terms are usually glossed by the first English
term, although their range of application is often much broader, as the second gloss
suggests:

N father, male ancestor ‘?nx tent, home
mR brother, male relative n.j; house, household
nﬁms sister, female relative vaw  tribe
OX  mother, ancestress ﬂﬂafﬁm clan, [extended] family
12 son, descendant; used to address a younger r;;; ]: son of a brother (nephew)
[unrelated] male (e.g., 1 Sam 3.16)
N2 daughter, female descendant; used to address 1212 son of a son (grandson)

a younger [unrelated] female (e.g., Ruth 2.8)

These are the usual glosses because these Hebrew and English words usually refer to the
same aspect of reality. In each case, however, the Hebrew terms may also refer to relation-
ships outside the nuclear family. Because parents and their children (the nuclear family)
are the usual referents of the English terms, it is tempting to think of the first gloss listed
for each term as its “real meaning” and the other gloss as an “extended” or “metaphorical”
meaning, perhaps even concluding that every related male, for example, was considered a
“brother”. We do not know whether or not this was how they thought about these words,
since we cannot ask them, and they left no dictionaries. The brief genealogical table of
Gn 46.8-27, which describes Jacob’s family at their journey to Egypt, illustrates this point.
Note the use of the words “son” and “bore” in these verses:

23 Now the sons of Dan were Hushim, ?*and the sons of Naphtali were Jazeel, Guni, Jezer, and
Shillem. #»These are the sons of Bilhah, whom Laban gave to Rachel his daughter; and she bore
these to Jacob, all seven lives (Gn 46.23-25).

This diagram shows the generational spread described by “son” in these verses (those
called “sons” are in italics):

Bilhah—dJacob

Dan Naphtali

| | | |
Hushim Jazeel Guni Jezer Shillem

Since Hushim, Jazeel, Guni, Jezer, and Shillem were Bilhah’s [and Jacob’s] grandsons, not
her sons, the word ]2 cannot have the same reference as “son” in everyday English. Further-
more, the verb glossed “bear/give birth to” (“and she bore these to Jacob”) cannot have the
usual English function of “give birth”, but has an “extended” function that is revealed only
by the context. Note that the same pattern describes the descendants of Jacob’s other three
wives (Gn 46.8-27).

Since the range of reference of the usual English glosses is much more restricted than
that of the Hebrew terms, the word “son” may be misleading if it suggests a closer genea-
logical or chronological relationship than the context allows. [On the other hand, English
also uses some of these terms generically—“son” and “daughter” can refer to a younger
unrelated male or female.]
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16 Biblical Hebrew

The tiny lexical base (vocabulary) of Biblical Hebrew (c. 8400 words) means that we have only
a very incomplete record of the Israelite lexicon, so that it is difficult to see how Abraham
could have used the vocabulary of the OT to ask Sarah, “I'd prefer my steak less well done
than last night, but the cakes could be a little softer than yesterday; maybe an oak fire would
be better than sycamore. Oh, and could you also mend my favorite robe; that same seam is
unraveling. Don’t forget to use the green thread—the blue showed up too much last time. And
we need to remind the servant girls that they can only wash their hair every new moon due to
the drought.” Of course he must have been able to say this (or something very much like it),
but it is not entirely clear how he would have done so using the resources of Biblical Hebrew.
2. Many common glosses suggested by Hebrew-English reference tools may be traditional, but
changes in either our understanding of Hebrew or English usage may mean that that gloss
no longer functions accurately. It may even misrepresent the Hebrew. These glosses are
sometimes included in the vocabulary lists with “trad.” (“traditionally”). For example:

Traditional Potential
Gloss Gloss(es) Discussion
2 lest so that ... not  Lest is a perfectly good, if uncommon, English word
’ that indicates negative purpose.
02D  full (wash by wash The archaic verb to full (from Latin, via Old French)
treading) means to “wash”, and is the origin of expression like
“whiter than fuller’s cloth” (i.e., recently washed).
T:} eye, fountain eye fount Fountain normally refers to a stream of water that is
- mechanically shot into the air or poured out, whereas
1°Y refers to a natural source of water (as opposed to a
well or cistern).
-n5 book text scroll Codices (“proto-books”) were not in use until the third
v document century CE, so that the rendering “book” for 720 is
record culturally misleading. We know that many Iron Age
documents, apparently including even legal texts,
were written on pieces of broken pottery (shards;
called ostraca when written on). [There is a specific
term for scroll (HE?J?Q; from the verb '753, to roll).]
<bs  bear, give birth  the same This refers to both immediate birth and to physical
ancestry, or “eventual” birth (cf. on Gn 36, above).
IS T ighteousness  innocence Terms built on the root P77 are traditionally glossed
T rightness with “righteous”, “righteousness”, etc., but in many
Justness places the thrust of the term is forensic innocence rela-
righteousness  tive to a particular situation or accusation, not to an
triumph absolute or universal moral state. It is even possible

that “innocence” is the primary reference and that

the idea of “righteousness” is the global extension of
particular innocence. Each passage needs to be studied
in order to see which gloss is most appropriate, but

not even careful study will guarantee certainty or
consensus in every case.

3. It is often easier to explain what a word signifies than it is to give an appropriate gloss
in another language, as the discussion of “give birth” shows. If you have studied another
language, you may have thought, “There’s no way to say that in English”, which is, of course,
not true. So far as is known, whatever one language can express others can express as well.
The difference may be that what one language says in a single word, another can say only
with a phrase, a sentence, or even a paragraph.

For example, Lot is called “[Abraham’s] brother’s son” and David referred to his nephews
as “sons of [his sister] Zeruiah”, which suggests that Biblical Hebrew lacked a simple lexeme
that meant what English means by “nephew”. Both Biblical Hebrew and English can refer
unambiguously to a sibling’s immediate offspring, but Biblical Hebrew lacks a single word
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1.2. The Vowels 17

that has this function (much as modern English lacks a specific term for the parents of one’s
son- or daughter-in-law, although there are terms for this relationship in some languages).

This discussion suggests that the referents of words are not to be confused with the words that
we use to express them. English “son” is usually the most contextually appropriate gloss for Hebrew
12, but this does not imply, and must not be misunderstood to imply, that 12 somehow “literally” or
“pbasically” or “fundamentally” means “son”, or even that it means “the same thing as is meant by
the English noun ‘son’”, but rather that two language groups have chosen these particular words to
refer [usually] to what turns out to be the same entity.

2.5 Concepts

full vowel lexeme meaning semantic range
function lexicon penult Sewa

gloss male’ (plene) spelling range [of reference] ultima

half (hiatef) vowel matres lectionis (sg., mater) reference vowel letter

hiaser spelling

2.6 Vocabulary

ther; mal ¢
hand (power, authority) ™™ 9 father; male ancestor 2% 1
T fatherst DN
day; man (not Mankind/humanity), husband,; .
’ - :  (as subject of a plural verb) o
when (preceding the infinitive ofy .10 | each (as subject of a plural ver
construct [§16.2]) men, husbands D'WB’S 2
priest T‘-D 11 | men of, husbands of ﬂrm;_(
d, God dof I I's God and
all, whole; each, every [NB: This is by i)h«;r ;0d;;150 of Israel’s God an '7&
a noun, not an adjective; “all” is an T2 ; y .3
adjective in English.] 55 gods, God (used of Israel’s God and D’UL»S
other gods) -
heart (a person’s moral center; often 3;5 woman, wife TT@R
. PR 13 - —
used where English uses “mind”) 3'-? wife of NN A
. women, wives o ’
king; monarch ']5?3 .14 - T
women [wives of Rrap)
. (f.) land, country [of a geo-political .
(f.) life, self; trad., soul WQ;: .15 | region], earth (as in “heaven and TR .5
o earth”) o
servant, slave; someone bound in . house, home, household n*; 6
some way to another person, for T3y .16 .
whom he or she works . houses, etc. g2
£ cit . son, male descendant (cf. 112212, ~ 7
(F.) city Ty 17 | Benjamin, “son of [my] right hand”) 12
cities oYY word, thing; event, affair, matter 937 .8

1. Most words in Biblical Hebrew are accented on the last syllable (2*Y — a - rim), called the
ultima.
2. Some are accented on the next-to-last syllable ('['ﬁ — de - rek), the penult.'?

11. Some plurals with unexpected or unpredictable forms (e.g., m:x , fathers) are listed.
12. Di-syllabic (two-syllable) nouns with two seghols (']1'[) sere- seghol (72D, “document”), seghol-patah
(SJWT “seed”), two patahs (NYT, “knowledge”) are called “segholates”, and are accented on the first syllable.
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Biblical Hebrew
The terms “ultima”, “penult”, and “antepenult” (the syllable before the penult) are commonly
used in scholarly literature—including some commentaries—that discusses the spelling
(pointing) or pronunciation of words; you need to know what they refer to.
When the penult is accented, you will see a Masoretic accent over the consonant that begins
that syllable, either rebia’ (for full-width letters: e.g., ‘[17 note that it is larger than holem,
and centered over the consonant), or zagef (for narrow letters; e.g., WDJ) Words without
these marks are usually accented on the ultima.

2.7 Exercises

Learn the names and sounds of the full- and half-vowels. Practice writing them with
different consonants.

This list includes all but one of the proper names of people and places that occur between
174 and 77 times in Biblical Hebrew. Pronounce and spell each name aloud, and write them
in their English forms, and identify each waw or yod as a consonant or vowel letter (and
be able to explain your identification). Use the references (the name’s first canonical occur-
rence) to check your work. Unlike the [alphabetical] list in Lesson I, these are listed in
descending order of frequency. For more practice with the alphabet, rearrange the list so
that it is in alphabetical order (vowel letters count!).

Example: W02 Jebusite yod, sewa, bet, Sureq, samek, hireq-yod
o 1st yod = consonant (followed by vowel)
waw = vowel letter (not preceded or followed by vowel)
2nd yod = vowel letter (not followed by vowel)

Gn17.19 PrsY m Gn9.18 Wi> a

1 Kgs 13.32 Ty . Gn1022 D b
Nu 26.29 w5 o 28am5.7 P8
28am3.3  obuaR p Gn214 ER d
1 Kgs 11.26 DY q Gn4151  m@m e
2 Kgs 2411 IR r 2Kgs 2331 mnT f
Gn 29.32 1AW s 1 Sam 26.6 AT g
Gn 10.16 MRt Nu34.20 58wy h

2 Sam 8.16 LRI u 2Kgs16.20 mpm i
Gn 30.11 m v Jg18.30 MM
Gn 14.14 T W Gn 19.38 my k
Gn 13.18 Tman x Gn2530 DR

a. Hatef-vowels are usually transliterated in English Bibles as the corresponding full
vowel (e.g., 01T® — “Edom”), but not in academic transliteration (e.g., [“d6m”]).

Sewa usually appears in English names as e, although it can also be transliterated as i.

c. As with the first list of names (§1.3), the transliterated form may not resemble their
form in English. This is because their form in English is based on their transliteration
in Greek (in the Septuagint), Latin (in the Vulgate), or both.

Transliterate the first four verses of 1 Chronicles into their English equivalents, and prac-

tice reading them aloud. You will need to know two more things: (1) the sign : (sof pasuq,

“end of pasuq”) marks the end of the verse; and (2) the 1 prefixed to the last word in this

verse is a conjunction that can be glossed as “and”.
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1.2. The Vowels 19

WNR MY oTIR 11
T ONOPme R 12
(qnb mowm qun 13

mEnon oYM 14

Congratulations! You have now read four verses of the Bible in Hebrew! (Only 22,199 to go!)

2.8 Enrichment: Implicit | Assumed Information

Notice that the author of Chronicles does not tell us that these are personal names, how they
are related (or even that they are related), and that he also expects his readers to know that the
first nine words outline a single line of descent, but that v. 4 branches from a father to his three
sons. In fact, to a reader who knows nothing of Genesis 5 and 6, these verses are gibberish. They
demonstrate the principle of assumed information—information that a speaker or author does not
mention, because he or she assumes that the readers or hearers already know it (both speaker and
audience thus “share” the information). Assumed information typifies all communication, but is
especially noticeable when the author lived (or lives) in another culture or time.

In much of Western culture, for example, if someone arrived at an early-afternoon meeting and
said “Sorry I'm late—the service was slow”, most hearers would probably assume a scenario of
lunch at a restaurant, including being seated, waiting to order, ordering, eating, paying, etc., none
of which need be expressed, since we assume this as part of our own cultural setting. In the same
way, the biblical authors never tell us why men tended to meet women at wells (e.g., Gn 24; Ex 2),
but assume that their readers know that women drew and hauled water, and—in a culture without
plumbing or public water—that an efficient way for a traveler to meet someone from the area was
merely to wait at a well, since sooner or later someone would show up. In the same way, many
middle- and upper-class North Americans would probably assume that a husband and wife of about
the same age met in college, since, in fact, many do meet in college.

Reading 1 Chronicles 1.1-4 shows us that the “Chronicler” (as the author of Chronicles is often
called) expected his readers to be familiar with the genealogies of Genesis. He did not expect his
work to be read as an independent account of God’s dealings with Israel, but as a supplement
or parallel to Genesis—Kings. This also explains that when he “ignored” the sins of David and
Solomon, or the history of the Northern Kingdom—he was not trying to mislead his readers, but
assuming that they knew the rest of the story.
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Lesson 3

SYLLABLES

The final aspect of pronouncing Biblical Hebrew is to recognize combinations of consonants and
vowels as syllables. This primarily entails distinguishing silent from vocal sewa, and dages lene
from dages forte, which will enable you in turn to recognize a syllable as either open or closed.
Although the ability to recognize syllables and identify their type will help you recognize some
verbal forms, its main value is enabling you to pronounce Hebrew.

3.1 Sewa'
The sign for Sewa () has at least two functions. It can represent a half-vowel (above) or mark the
absence of a vowel. This section describes how to distinguish these functions.
a. Vocal Sewa ( ) is a half-vowel (above), like the “i” in beautiful, or the “a” in sofa.
b. Silent sSewa. When two consonants occur with no vowel between them, the Masoretes inserted
Sewa as a “place-holder”. In English, consonants can be placed side by side, as in placed, but
in Hebrew, every consonant—except the last letter of the word—must be followed by a
vowel point. This Sewa is also called Sewa quiescens.

N.B.: The three hatef-vowels (2 /13 /1) are always vocal.
There are three basic rules for distinguishing vocal and silent sewa.
1. If the preceding vowel is short, the sewa is silent; if the preceding vowel is long, Sewa is

vocal; games /qames hatuf and hireq are ambiguous.

after a short vowel 13"??;2 yamliki

after a long vowel 12 yescbn

2. Sewa after (under) a letter written with dages (“dot”) is always vocal; Sewa before a letter
with dages is always silent.

after dages o8y yippla
before dages 2P yiktob

3. When there are two Sewas in a row, the first is always silent and the second always vocal
(unless they are under the last two letters of a word, where they are both silent).

1st silent, 2nd vocal PN yismerd
both silent (end of word) 7N wayyebk

These three basic rules will allow you to distinguish most Sewas; the following guidelines'* merely
amplify them (despite all the rules, there are exceptions and ambiguities).!?

13. This discussion refers only to Sewa itself; hatef-vowels are always pronounced.
14. Most of these rules were developed by Rabbi Elias Levitas (d. 1549 cE).
15. For more information, see Joiion & Muraoka (1991, §§50, 8, 10, 18, 19).
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Biblical Hebrew

Sewa is vocal when it ...

a. follows the first letter in a word MURN2  beresit

b. follows another Sewa (except at the end of the word) Einin) !D’ yismeri

c. follows any consonant with dages (cf. “5”) 175;’ ykapperi

d. follows the first of two identical consonants erﬁﬁ. romemi

e. follows any syllable with a long vowel DW’ yesebi

f. precedes a b°’gad-k‘fat letter without dages (a tendency, not a rule) 1:@_" yesebi

Sewa is silent when it ...

g. precedes another sewa (cf. “b”, “k”) MYy yismera

h. follows a guttural consonant ﬂ‘ﬂ’ yihye

i. follows the last letter of a word (cf. “k”) ‘i?ﬂ halak

j. precedes dages (cf. “c”) 2D yiktob

k. follows both of the last two letters in a word (both Sewas are silent, n:IjD katabt
and the consonants are pronounced as a cluster; cf. “b”, “g”) TN wayyebk

Most of these “rules” merely invert another rule (cf., e.g., “b”, “g”, “k”), but allow you to examine a
given Sewa from more than one vantage point, as this table demonstrates:
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16.
17.

nWiRN2  vocal under first letter of word (a) [and thus does not follow a
’ short vowel (#1)]; follows dages (c)
ey 1st: silent follows short vowel (#1); precedes another sewa (g)
2nd: vocal follows another sewa (b)
:h;n silent follows short vowel (#1); precedes dages (j)
ﬁmgﬁ vocal between two identical consonants (d); follows long vowel (e)
12YY  vocal follows long vowel (e); precedes bgad-k¢fat letter without a

dages (f)

3.2 Dages

Dages lene. When the Masoretes pointed the text, they distinguished the pronunciation of
six letters (23 1 7 2 B N) as either “hard” or “soft”. Although we explain this as the differ-
ence between “b” (2) and “v” (2), or “p” (B) and “f” (2), it may have been more like the differ-
ence between, e.g., the “p” in “pit” and “tip” (hold your hand in front of your mouth). This is
a difference in sound (p"/p), but not in function (i.e., if you say “pit” with a big puff of air it
still refers to a hole in the ground, a seed, etc.). The same is true of dages lene—whether a
consonant is hard or soft, the word is the same.

Dages forte. Instead of writing a doubled letter twice (e.g., supper), Biblical Hebrew writes
it once, with dages forte (“strong dages”) to show that it is doubled.’® A letter with dages
forte is therefore a doubled letter (although this rarely affects our pronunciation apart from
the b’gad-kfat letters).!” In transliteration, letters with dages forte are written twice:

St =

ﬂ!@}; 155G “woman, wife”
'757 yippol  “he will fall” (“... falls”)
MR Tmmi “my mother”

Dages forte both doubles and “hardens” the beged-kefet letters.
Five letters do not double: X, 1, 17, U, 7.
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a. Like a doubled consonant in English, the first of the doubled consonants indicated by
dages forte closes one syllable and the second opens the next syllable:

supper sup -per (contrast “su - per”)
R is - sa “woman, wife”
5B yip-pal  “he will fall”

b. Also like a doubled consonant in English (and unlike dages lene), dages forte affects the
word’s function:!®

supper super

dinner diner

‘n%jg I am great

’5533_ I made [someone or something] great

c. Dages in a non- b°’gad-k¢fat letter can be only forte. In a b’gad-k°fat letter, however, dages
can be either forte, showing that the letter is doubled, or dages lene (“weak dot”), which
means that the letter is merely “hard” (but not doubled). [Since they cannot double, the
gutturals and 7 rarely occur with dages.]

3. There are four basic rules for distinguishing dages forte:

Dages is always forte when it ...
1. is in a non- b’gad-k¢fat letter Q'8m his - sim arrows
2. follows a full vowel (long or short) 7RV  ‘at - ta now

Dages is always lene when it ...
3. follows Sewa e mis - te feast

4. begins a word"’ 927 da-var word, thing

N.B.: Identifying the type of dages is challenging only when dages occurs in a b°’gad-k¢fat letter.
Dages in a letter following Sewa is always lene (the sewa is always silent); dages after any
full vowel is always forte. Neither dages follows a hatef-vowel.

3.3 Identifying Syllable Boundaries

1. Every syllable in Biblical Hebrew begins with a consonant, except the conjunction when it
has the form -3 (below).

2. Every syllable in Biblical Hebrew contains one—and only one—vowel, which may be either a
full or a half vowel;?° the number of vowels in a word determines the number of syllables.

D"_?_ﬂ ma - yim water
o2 be-rit covenant, treaty, agreement
MRy yis - ta - ke - ve he bows down

18. The Hebrew examples are part of the verbal system (below).

19. There is one exception to this that we need not worry about.

20. Grammarians disagree on the nature of Sewa. Some (e.g., Blau, Lambdin, Seow) agree with this state-
ment. Others (e.g., Kelley, GKC [§26m]) explain the consonant with a half-vowel as the first part of the
syllable of the following full vowel, since, in this theory, every syllable must have a full vowel. On the other
hand, Joiion-Muraoka (§27c, da) finds a single Sewa with three functions. No explanation yet accounts for
every Sewa (nor did the Masoretes explain their use of Sewa).
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There are two types of syllables in Biblical Hebrew. Open syllables consist of a consonant +
vowel (CV); closed syllables consist of consonant + vowel + consonant (CVC).2! The nature of
the syllable, and whether or not it is accented, then determine the length of its vowel.

When a syllable ends in ... itis: and its vowel is:
a vowel, vowel letter, N open  long (rarely short)
a consonant (including i7) closed short (if the syllable is unaccented) or

long (if the syllable is accented)

Therefore ...

a. any consonant except X (and 7 without mappiqg) may close a syllable

b. in the middle of a word a consonant must be either doubled by a dages forte, or followed
by silent Sewa in order to close a syllable

c. 11 can close a syllable only when written with mappiq (7-), which occurs only at the end
of a word

As in English, a double letter (with dages forte) closes one syllable and opens the next

(above).

supper sup - per
TRQ& s - $a woman, wife ™2 bit -t my daughter

557 yip - pol  he will fall &5?‘ yip - pa - le’ it is marvelous
O8> kip -pér heatoned 1{;&;] vay - y0’ - mer [and] he said

Some syllables seem to be both open and closed. A short vowel precedes sewa (like a closed
syllable), but is followed by a b°’gad-kfat letter without dages lene (as though the sewa were
vocal). Some grammarians call this sewa media (i.e., “middle”), others say that this apparent
anomaly reflects the history of the language, rather than a particular pronunciation. See
footnote 15 (above). For example:

Suggests dages forte: Suggests dages lene:

*sbn patah is short
T } but D lacks dages lene
mpelgh segol is short

3.4 Furtive Patah

When a word ends in a strong guttural (7, 1, V) that is not preceded by an a-class vowel (patah
or games), the Masoretes wrote patah between the final vowel and the final guttural. This patah
furtivum (“furtive”) was written slightly to the right to show that it is pronunced after the non-a-
vowel and before the guttural. [This is all much easier to illustrate than explain!] These words thus
appear to have two consecutive vowels, but the furtive vowel was used only as a signal to listeners
that the word ended in a guttural, not with the long vowel.

21.

PUTNAM Book.indb 24

" rach wind, breath; spirit

v re” friend, neighbour, companion

3.5 Concepts

Adonai (§3.8) generic noun long vowel short vowel vocal sewa
closed syllable dages lene mappiq silent Sewa YuwH (§3.8)
dages forte furtive patah open syllable Tetragrammaton (§3.8)

Each has various sub-types, which we leave to the reference grammars (see Bibliography).
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3.6 Vocabulary
mountain; mountain range, hill humanity. humankind. man: Adam
country, high country (especially in a0 .26 (of W‘&)y’ > ; DTN 18
contrast to valleys; cf. Jg 1.19) T
dwell, live, settle; sit; stay, remain ags .27 brother, male relative I'T?TQ .19
eye; well, water-source (cf. En-gedi .
[,7%_]“]] “the well of the kid”) '[T.‘._J .28 eat, devour, consume '73& .20
face, presence (always plural) akp} .29 say, speak; think MR 21
. daughter, female descendant (cf.
‘E;rufff}; out, reach; let go, send MoW .80 | Bathsheba [D3Y N3] “daughter of an N3 .22
Y oath”, or “seventh daughter”)

name, fame, reputation ou .31 daughters nﬁ];
he‘?r’ listen (‘,1?: + U1, hear the vy .32 people [group], nation, folk ") .23
voice of = obey)
year (cf. HQ@U WURD, Rosh hashanah, ﬂg@ .33 (f.) road, way, path, journey; custom ']'17 .24
“the head of the year” [New Year]) come, go, walk, travel; a general term

: on 25

for travel/motion

3.7 Exercises

1. Identify each dages as either forte or lene, and each Sewa as silent or vocal. Be prepared to

explain how you determined your answer.

733
=
>
15;
nam
mmamon
7%
Lhlee
o3
Ry

Na s oo B g -

=+ W

DU
ﬂfyx
aglin
m3
2
037
137
a7
777
N

5 i oo b T b

-

2. Divide each word into syllables, and identify (the chart format is optional)
b. each vowel as long, short, or half

a. each syllable as open or closed
c. each dages as forte or lene

d. each Sewa as silent or vocal

Example: M2 gllgielg]
Syllables M 2 22 Y (13| N olg
Open/Closed (0] C (0] ¢ C
Vowel length L H H| L H S
Dagesot forte lene | lene
Sewas vocal? | vocal vocal | silent

22. Dages forte technically represents two of the same letter, separated by [an invisible] silent Sewa. This
method of analyzing dages forte is extremely artificial, and for pedagogical purposes only. The first of the
doubled letter closes a syllable, and second opens the next syllable. Do not supply the “invisible” silent Sewa

that is “between” the doubled letters.
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menon
R e
vewn  h

oN) i
oowYn .

DW2  a.
727 b
ERE
720 d
ﬂ?’? e.

After you have done this, practice pronouncing these and the rest of your vocabulary.

3.8 Enrichment: The Divine Name

Most English Bibles distinguish “the Lorp” (small capital letters) from “the Lord” (capitalized first
letter). This distinguishes the personal name of God (“the LorD”) from the generic noun or title that
means “lord” or “master”, referring to both humans (“my master”) and God (“the/my Lord”).

The Tetragrammaton (tetra “four” + gramma
“letter”) is the personal name of God.

For unknown reasons (although we might
speculate that it was in order to avoid
breaking the commandment of Ex 20.7), the
divine name (i1171") was read as though it
were pointed with the vowels of "IN,

Hebrew

Pronunciation

Interpretation

mm

7+
vowels of
ERD

Adonai
(usually)

“Lord”

This yielded a form (71'[’) that came to be
misread as “Jehovah” (which is not a biblical
word or name). [The initial hatef-patah was
written as Sewa under the -*.]

Some read the form as NDW (i.e., “the Name”
in Aramaic), although many read the Tetra-
grammaton as though it were QWP “the
Name” in Hebrew.

The original pronunciation of the divine
name was thus lost.

ﬂ]i‘l’:

mm

Adonai

“the Lord”
“my Lord”
“my Master”

Some clues to its pronunciation

¢ In the Psalter, Exodus (twice) and Isaiah
(three times), the first syllable of the divine
name is used as a shortened form of the
whole:

- 1"7‘9'[ (e.g., Ps 150.1, 6), which suggests
the pronunciation of the first syllable.

* Greek texts occasionally transliterate [and
abbreviate] the divine name as Iow, which
suggests a pronunciation like Yahweh (-o- to
approximate the sound of 7).

Tow

Yah

The orthography is thus often restored as
(using Masoretic pointing).

i
or

i

Yah - veh

3 ms hifil imperfect
of M71: “he causes
to become/happen”

Regardless of the exact history of its pronunciation (which is largely conjectural), the main point

is that the Tetragrammaton, YuwH, is a personal or proper name (not a title), whereas 3R (Lord,
Master) and D"T5R (God) are common nouns that were used as titles for the true God. "When we
realize that the term glossed as “the LorD” is a proper name we can better understand the constant
reference to “the LorD your God” (which often seems tautologous—who else would be God?), which
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would have reminded Israel that Yawn was the God to whom Israel owed covenantal fealty, not
Molech, Dagon, Baal, or any other pagan deity (all of whom could be called '7& or D"l'?& “God”, or
1]“15& “our God” by their worshippers).

THON MM Yaws your God (Dt 6.1)

Qﬁj’jg_gn NI Y YewH s God [i.e., not Baal] (1 Kgs 18.39);
. probably in the sense: Yawn is the [true] God!

STUTY MRTD oPYTM “.. and that you may know that I am Yawn.”

1*5:_«; 1NN ,‘1‘;]'_75'53 T‘j;_jz:{j W N2 So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and
' ’ ’ ’ o ' said to him,

mphlu}éiy! *n'jx T MR “Thus says YHWH, the god of the Hebrews: ...”
T : ! (Ex 10.2b-32).23

n;"-mL_, M ON) Yuwr’s declaration to my master/lord: ...
© (Ps110.1)

'[’U‘?NW ki ‘;mﬁg AR 119  Thus says your master, YHWH, even your god.:
i “..(Is51.22)

1. When it immediately follows or precedes the term *m (Lord, Master), 711" is pointed with
the vowels that correspond to D"I'?& (mm ’J'IR) so that it would be read as ‘Elohim rather
than ’Adonai (thus avoiding the reading ‘Adonai ’Adonat). This occurs about three hundred
times in Biblical Hebrew.

2. Since the potential abuse of the name of God is a grave concern to many, some journals
and books do not spell it out (e.g., as “Yahweh”), even when citing a biblical text in which it
occurs (the journal or book might be thrown in the trash or otherwise treated callously, thus
dishonoring “the Name”). Instead, they may follow the scribal practice of abbreviating it as “,
or transliterate it without vowels (“Yhwh” or “YuwH”), or both.

3. Although the reasoning that led Israel to avoid or stop pronouncing the divine Name may
have been (or at least sound) superstitious, its origin was positive—the desire to obey the
commandment and avoid the curse. This was a “hedge” about the law: something that is
never pronounced cannot be abused or misused. Some scholars suggest that the pronuncia-
tion of the Name was never known to any but the priests, and perhaps even passed from one
high priest to the next, but there is no biblical evidence to support this theory.

4. The frequent use of these two terms to refer to the same God occasioned a great deal of
discussion through the ages. Some rabbis suggested that /117" refers to God in his covenantal,
relational role, whereas D‘ff525 points to his godhood and power, and that the compound form
258 M (one half of its occurrences are in Gn 2-3) deliberately identified the creator
God of Genesis 1 (only 2°115R) as the covenantal and relational God (71171 of the rest of the
book of Genesis.

5. These are not, of course, the only divine names or titles in Scripture, but they are by far the
most common.

23. The point of Ex 10.2b-31 is that both Israelites and Egyptians [Pharaoh] will realize that the
plagues that are afflicting Egypt are the work of the God of the Hebrews (i.e., YHWH), not of some other god
(cf. Ex 20.2).
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Part 11

LEssons 4-17
NoOMINAL GRAMMAR
VERBAL GRAMMAR (1)

This section introduces the forms of the noun and basic [strong] verb, and how they function in
phrases, clauses, and sentences (morphosyntax), so that when you finish of these lessons, you
should be able to read nominal phrases and verbal and non-verbal clauses.

You should be able to recognize and interpret the forms of the noun, adjective, pronouns (inde-
pendent and suffixed), and basic verb, and in the exercises you will have read a number of clauses
and phrases of Biblical Hebrew, so that the basic aspects of phrasal and clausal syntax should have
become relatively familiar.

More specifically, you should be able to identify nouns as definite or indefinite; to identify which
noun an adjective is modifying, whether or not that adjective is attributive, predicate (or substantive,
if no noun is present); to recognize and identify construct chains as primarily subjective, objective,
or adjectival; to identify (parse) verbal forms of the gal stem of the basic verb; and to identify the
constituent elements of compound forms (e.g., a “word” made up of conjunction + preposition +
article + noun).

Some of these concepts—e.g., nouns and verbs themselves, singular, plural, conjunctions, the
imperative—will be familiar from English and other languages, even though their forms are quite
different in Hebrew. Other aspects of these chapters—e.g., person, gender, number of verbal forms—
will be familiar to students of languages which mark verbal forms to show agreement with their
subjects. The construct—Hebrew’s way of showing the “of” relationship between substantives—will
be largely unknown to most students, although its function is the same as “of” in English (along
with some other common English syntagms).

These lessons also introduce the concept of “discourse”—that words function (have “meaning”)
primarily in context, and that their context is not primarily the individual clause or sentence, but
the entire story, sermon, poem, etc. in which they occur.?* In fact, we will see that grammar (the
combination of words and their forms to create meaningful texts) normally functions at the level of
the paragraph (story, etc.) as well as within clauses and sentences.

Finally, because all languages are individual, some aspects of Hebrew, such as word order, as
well as the non-semantic signals of clausal function (i.e., the distinction between conjunctive and
disjunctive clauses, and the significance of that difference) will be entirely new ground for nearly
all students.

The “enrichment” paragraphs in these lessons are extremely important, as they illustrate and
apply the exegetical significance of the lessons. They are integral to the grammar, not merely
“extras”.

24. The term “discourse” refers to the entire episode, whether that is a story (narrative), a set of instruc-
tions, a declaration about future events (prophecy), poem, conversation, &c. “Discourse” can also refer to the
entire world within which the episode occurs or is described (the “universe of discourse”).
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Lesson 4

Tae NouN

Many languages, like English, depend on endings, word order, or both to show a word’s function in
a sentence or clause, and to show the functional relationships between words. English adjectives,
for example, usually come between the article and the noun that they modify (e.g., “the red book”,
“a wise old prophet”). A word’s function or role in English is normally indicated by its position in
the sentence:

a. The hungry man ate an apple.
b. A hungry apple ate the man.

Since word order in English is usually subject-verb-object (SVO), these sentences differ in function,
even though all six words are identical (counting “a/an” as two forms of one lexical item).

Another way to show both function and association is to put an ending on a word—called an
inflection®—different endings indicate the word’s role in the sentence and the functional relation-
ships between words in a clause. In the previous sentences, for example, we know that “hungry”
describes “man” in a, but that it describes “apple” in b, since adjectives in English precede the word
that they modify. Many languages, however, use fairly sophisticated inflectional systems to show
agreement, or concord between words. Greek, Latin, and German, for example, use sets of endings
called “cases” to indicate the role that different words play in the sentence (e.g., the nominative and
accusative indicate the subject and object, respectively).

Endings may also indicate “gender” to show which words modify (or are modified by) other words.
In French, for example, many adjectives add the letter “e” to the end of the lexical form when they
modify feminine nouns. “Inflected” languages—in which endings show the function of and relation-
ship between words (the case and gender + number, respectively)—often do not depend on word
order to show syntax as heavily as does English. English, for example, uses gender only with third
person pronouns (“his”, “she”, “its”), and only nouns are inflected for number (by the addition of the
suffix “-s”), which means that word order is crucial to function in English (as the above sentence
illustrates).

Although Hebrew nouns, adjectives, and verbs are inflected, sentences in Hebrew prose have
a fairly restricted word order (although not nearly as rigid as word order in English). Inflection
in Hebrew shows how words are related, but not syntactical function (as, e.g., subject or object).
Nominal endings indicate gender (masculine, feminine) and number (singular, plural) in order to
show concord between words, revealing which words “belong together”.

4.1 Gender

Every content word (noun, finite verb, pronoun, adjective, participle)* in Biblical Hebrew belongs
to one of two classes, called “masculine” and “feminine”. Grammarians assign gender based on
the gender of any verbs and adjectives that modify the word, and of pronouns that refer to it; i.e.,
feminine nouns are only modified by feminine adjectives and referred to by feminine pronouns,

25. To “inflect” is to “bend”, the term reflects the view that the endings are “bent” forms of the lexical, or
“regular/straight” form.

26. A language’s lexicon (the list of all the words in that language) can be crudely divided between content
words (verbs, nouns, adjectives, adverbs) and function words (everything else).
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32 Biblical Hebrew

and vice versa for masculine nouns. Pairs of words that refer to animate objects reflect so-called
natural gender:

Masculine Nouns Feminine Nouns

man, husband UIN mgx woman, wife
bull, ox 1? ﬂj? cow
(male) lamb 0212 pielnbo ewe (female) lamb
king ‘[L)?J ﬂ_:}"l)?; queen
son 12 N2 daughter
brother, [male] relative mx nﬁms sister, [female] relative

father, ancestor aN on mother, ancestress

Nouns that are feminine tend to end in either i1- or N- . Masculine nouns can end in any letter
of the alphabet, but tend not to end in i7- or N-. Although endings are clues to a noun’s gender, they
are only secondary clues, since we can be confident of a noun’s gender only if it occurs as the subject
of a verb, if it is modified by an adjective, or if it is referred to by a pronoun. The gender of words
that are never modified in these ways cannot be identified with certainty; their apparent gender
is assigned based on their endings. Adjectives and participles, on the other hand, always have the
ending that matches the gender [and number, below] of the word that they refer to or modify.

4.2 Number

Number is the other part of the concord system of Biblical Hebrew. In addition to suggesting gender,
every noun’s ending indicates whether the noun refers to one or more than one, and, together with
its gender, shows which words modify it. Again, as with gender (above), the number of an adjective
or participle is determined by the word that it modifies or refers to, so that the reader or hearer can
track how words in the clause or phrase relate to each other.

4.3 The Forms of the Noun

Singular Plural
Masculi oy oTse or D01 horses
asculine . horse of == T
HQWD mare
Feminine NoW®  mare of 9o mares or
mares of

m:‘?r_: kingdom or
’ kingdom of

1. Masculine singular nouns are considered unmarked—i.e., they normally have no special ending.

2. Feminine singular nouns are considered marked, since they usually end in either 1_-, or N-,
although some are unmarked (e.g., 7Y, city; IR, land).

a. The construct singular ending (N-) and the plural ending (N3-) replace the final 11-.
b. If the lexical form ends in N-, the singular has only one form (e.g., m::br_:); the plural
ending (N3-) follows the N-. .

3. Masculine plural nouns usually end in either @* - or" -. These endings are added directly to
the end of the singular form. The only function of the ending ° - is to signal that a noun is
both plural and construct (the “of” function; see Lesson 9).

4. Feminine plural nouns usually end in Ni- (occasionally in 2° - or® -).

27. Although D10 and 190 are related, they are considered separate nouns.
28. Hebrew uses a form called the “construct” to indicate the “of” relationship (Lesson 9).
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I1.4. The Noun 33

5. Although most nouns follow the paradigm above, the plural of some cannot be predicted from
their singular. [“Irregular” plurals are listed with their singulars in the vocabulary lists.]

father (m.) AN MR fathers
man (m.) UK DWIR  men
woman (f.) ﬂ@x D’Wé women
house (m.) M2 B2 houses
daughter (f.) na nﬁ]; daughters
city (f.) i [=hg cities

Endings therefore merely suggest a noun’s gender—they do not determine it. Nouns in the vocab-
ulary lists that end in 7- or N- are feminine, and other nouns are masculine, unless marked with
“f.” or um.”zg

masc. sg. noun with “fem.” plural AN father m::g fathers

T

fem. sg. noun not in 7- or N- with masc. plural N hand D1 hands [dual]
fem. sg. noun with “masc.” plural ,‘I@'x woman D’!ﬁ; women
fem. sg. noun not in i1- or N- with fem. plural ~ yIR  land MBI lands

There are, however, tendencies in the gender of nouns. For example, parts of the body (e.g., 7,
hand, L)ﬂ, foot/leg; Sﬁﬁ{, arm/shoulder) are feminine (although 7!@7, breast is masculine!). Tools or
objects that people use (e.g., 277, sword) also tend to be feminine.

4.4 Dual

Biblical Hebrew also uses a dual ending (Di-; accented on the penult) to refer to things that occur
in pairs (e.g., parts of the body), or with units of measure to indicate two of that unit (e.g., “two
hundred”, “two thousand”). It shows that such things were thought of primarily in pairs, even
though they are usually glossed as simple plurals (“feet”, “wings”, not “two feet”, “two wings”).

Singular Dual
ear ]Yx D’;Tx ears ‘JTx ears of
hand m o1 hands "I hands of
nose g D?é}_& nostrils '
foot '73'1 Dﬁ]‘j feet ’5;:} feet of
palm ﬂ; Dfﬁ; palms ‘é; palms of
sandal '7:_.75_ Df'_ﬁjj; sandals "7}.7; sandals of
wing 72 D’QQD wings ’D]; wings of
year U DNY  fwo years
hundred IR D’Ij?: two hundred
thousand ﬂ"?& D’g"?}_{ two thousand

A few other words have dual form, but lack any obviously dual quality or function:

D%@ﬁ’ Jerusalem oM water
D’.im Egypt™ D’_?jfg' sky, heaven

29. If a noun never occurs as the subject of a verb, and is never modified by an adjective or participle,
lexicographers assign its gender based on its endings.

30. Egypt was divided into “Upper” and “Lower” Egypt, but this does not seem to be the reason for the
form of its name.
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34 Biblical Hebrew

4.5 Nominal Modification (I): The Article

To specify or modify something is to identify it more closely in order to narrow the field of possible
referents. For instance, the main difference between “Please get a book” and “Please get the big tan
book that is on the table” is that the second is more specific—the [a particular book, not just any
book] big [not small or medium] tan [not red, yellow, blue, etc.] book that is on the table [not on the
shelf, floor, etc.]. The adjectives “big” and “tan”, and the relative clause “that is on the the table” all
modify the word “book”.

(1) Please get a book.

(2) ... the book

(3) ... my book

(4) ... my tan book

(5) ... my small tan book

(6) ... my small tan book that is on the table

(7 ... my small tan book—my copy of The Princess and Curdie—that is on the table

Thus, to modify nouns and other substantives, English uses the definite article (2), possession
(3; either pronominal [“my”, “her”] or nominal [“Susan’s”, “the prophet’s”]), adjectives (4-5), relative
clauses (6), apposition (7), and other means. In this example the phrases grow increasingly specific,
so that (7) virtually assures us of getting the right book.

Like many languages, English uses these means of modification in virtually any combination,
e.g., “a book that is on the table” (relative clause), or “my copy of The Princess and Curdie” (posses-
sion and identification). The complexity or fulness of a description is determined by the redundancy
factor of language. That is, speakers and authors tend to include as much information as neces-
sary for effective communication.?® This is not an absolute value, and may apply more to casual
conversation than to formal communication. On the other hand, authors who overestimate readers’
knowledge may write what they think is clear, but their readers may not understand (or may misin-
terpret) what they are trying to say.

Hebrew can also modify nouns by attaching, for example, the article, some prepositions, and
possessive pronominal forms directly to the noun (rather like the -s plural in English).?? This first
section describes the article, followed by a description of the most common conjunction.?

4.5.1 The Article: Function

The article in Biblical Hebrew corresponds roughly to English “the”; Biblical Hebrew has no indefi-
nite article.?* Words with the article are articular; words lacking the article are anarthrous. Artic-
ular nouns are grammatically “definite” and anarthrous nouns are often “indefinite”, but Biblical
Hebrew also has several other common ways to show a word’s definiteness or indefiniteness (e.g.,
the “construct”, below). Since English and Biblical Hebrew use their articles differently, articular
words in the biblical text are not necessarily glossed using an English definite article.

31. The linguistic tendency toward efficiency explains why we rarely speak like sentence (7). If there were
no other book nearby, we might say only, “Please get my [or even “the”] book”, since that would communicate
enough information.

32. Biblical Hebrew also modifies nominal function by means of separate words, such as prepositions,
adjectives, relative clauses, the construct chain (the “of” relationship), nominal apposition, and hendiadys.

33. A conjunction links lexemes, phrases, or clauses; it does not “modify” a noun. It is included here for
pedagogic reasons.

34. The actual situation is slightly more complicated. Generic English nouns (e.g., “cow”, “house”, “son”—
i.e., not proper names) must be modified by either an article (“the”, “a/an”) or a possessive (e.g., “her”, “our”,
“their”); since they are not used “absolutely”, the sentence *Shepherd saw dog is “ill-formed” (both nouns
require an article). Biblical Hebrew, however, has no word(s) whose function is limited to that of “a/an”,
although the word “one” (MN) occasionally fills that role.
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I1.4. The Noun 35

That a word is indefinite does not mean that it is non-specific. For example, the phrase “a dog”
in the sentence “She saw a dog” refers to a specific dog (the dog that she saw), even though the
word “dog” is grammatically indefinite. Because Biblical Hebrew and English differ in their use
of the article, words that are anarthrous in Hebrew often end up being definite in English. This is
especially common in biblical poetry, where the article is relatively infrequent, but also occurs in
prose.®

4.5.2 The Article: Form

The article consists of a syllable prefixed to a word: ® 1 (he-patah plus dages forte in the first letter
of the word; the size of the dages forte is deliberately exaggerated). This combination of patah +
dages forte is sometimes called the “pointing of the article” when it occurs at the beginning of a
word. The article in Hebrew has only one form (i.e., it is not inflected for gender or number); apart
from doubling the first consonant, it rarely affects the form of its word (#3, below).

1. This chart lists words with and without the article (the transliteration shows the doubling).3¢
[al king melek ‘]'7?3 ']'7?33 hammelek the king

years sanim mpbli onwin hagsanim the years

[a] name sem ou oun hassem the name

2. When a word begins with a b°gad-k°fat letter, dages lene “becomes” the dages forte of the
article:

[a] house bayit n*; ﬂfj,‘j habbayit the house
words  dbarim Q2T D277 haddbarim  the words

3. The article affects the form of a few words (in addition to doubling the first letter) in which
a short vowel in the lexical form “lengthens” to gqames when the article is added:

box (ark) TR b the box (ark)
land, earth ’rﬁx ]/‘jxﬂ the land, earth

garden ' ]g 137 the garden
mountain, hill country an Rt the mountain, hill country
festival n nn the festival
people, nation oy DSTJU the people, nation
bull > nen the bull

4. In two situations the first letter of the word does not double, so that the pointing of the
article is not ® 71 (he-patah followed by dages forte):
a. Words that begin with yod or mem followed by vocal Sewa.

Judahites  yhtdim DY DY hayhidim  the Judahites
kings  me¢lakim D’:??; D‘:E}?;U hamelakim  the kings

35. The opposite is also true. For example, the subject of Genesis 14.13a is an otherwise unknown fugitive,
who is identified with the article: D:DZ'_C‘? RER D‘b?ﬁ N::] The fugitive came and reported to Abram ...
(Gn 14.13). To identify him in English, however, as “the fugitive” could mislead casual readers or hearers, who
would conclude—based on their experience of English—that the article means that he was mentioned before
this point in the story.

36. Transliterations are illustrative (pedagogical) rather than technically precise.
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36 Biblical Hebrew

b. Words that begin with a guttural (X 77 1T D) or res (7).57

hill country har A i hahar the hill country

T

cities ‘arim oy o'un he‘arim the cities

5. These are all of the possible forms [pointings] of the article:

n7jn the house

[ lat . . . >
' Dbefore words beginning with all letters except X, 1,17, D, 9 '['7?33 the king
before I, 11 :ﬁﬂU the sword
D53 the spies
i1 before -2 (sometimes) and - CET T
' ' QYT the Jews
before -1 (vocal sewa) DT the youths
W’{{D the man
7 before X, -7, and (usually) -¥ NN the city
W‘Rﬁa the head
before -1 QoM the wise man
7 before unaccented -1 Q™07 the mountains
before unaccented -V DMV the cities

N.B.: You do not need to memorize this list, or the table in #5; the main point is to recognize a
word as anarthrous or articular.

4.6 The Conjunction waw (- 1)

Conjunctions are particles or function words that join words, phrases, or clauses (cf. “juncture”,
“junction”). English has a multitude of conjunctions, many of which also specify the relationship
between the clauses or phrases as contrast (“but”), alternatives (“or”), concession (“although”), etc.
Hebrew has a number of conjunctions, but the most common by far is the letter 1, which is prefixed
to the first word in the clause or phrase.

4.6.1 Function

The conjunction waw (also pronounced vuv) shows, for example, that clauses are related, but it
does not imply anything about how they are related. The function of the waw depends entirely on
the relationship between the two clauses which it joins. It therefore can represent the function of
nearly any English conjunction, such as “and”, “but”, “or”, “because”, “so that”, “although”. None
of these represent its “real” or “literal” function. On the other hand, these glosses are not equally
permissible—or even possible—in a given context. The first step in interpreting any waw is to
understand the content of the clauses that it joins so that we can determine their relationship.

1. Vocal Sewa usually links the conjunction to its word; adding the waw to a word does not
affect the word itself (apart from the usual loss of initial dages lene due to the vocal sewa
under the conjunction):

37. On gutturals see §22.1; their lack of doubling is their only characteristic that affects the article (for
doubling, see §3.2b).
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I1.4. The Noun 37

a man N YN and a man
a day o oM but a day
a camel S ‘7?3]7 and a camel

2. The vowel under the conjunction may be affected by the first letter of the word. When
prefixed to a word beginning with a bilabial (“two lips”) consonant (2 1 B), or to a word that
has Sewa as the first vowel, the conjunction becomes sureq (7). This is the only time that a
Hebrew syllable begins with a vowel.

a house n‘; nfjn and a house
transgression 3]@5 SJ@DW or a transgression
a proverb 5!57?13 5@?;1 even a proverb

from the king ‘I'?DTJ?: ‘['7?3,‘:1?31 and from the king
their names — QITPDMY DM but their names

4.6.2 Form

These are all of the possible forms (pointings) of the conjunction waw:

Conjunction Prefixed to ... Examples
A all words except the following ‘9&?!0’1 and Israel
words beginning with Sewa mWSTJJ:n or maidens
A '\']:1 and a garment
words beginning with 2 12 B ﬂ;??_ﬁﬂ or a queen
words beginning with hatef-patah Dﬁ")f_‘}] but a dream
2 certain verbal forms R0 [and] he wrote
m MM and YewH
- words beginning with hiatef-segol igish 3 and truth
- D’ﬂ"?& DY TONY and God
- words beginning with * i and Judah
words beginning with hatef-qames N and affliction
. . YW?TQ and earth
3 words beginning with an accented syllable A
i n>51 and night
a verbal form (all 1cs preterites) :hp;ﬂ [and] I wrote

N.B.: You need not memorize this chart. The point is that any form beginning with a waw
begins with the conjunction, no matter how the waw is pointed.®®

38. About ten nouns in Biblical Hebrew begin with waw; none occurs more than 9 times; most occur once.
No lexical item begins with -3.
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38 Biblical Hebrew

4.7 Compound Forms (“Words”)

A single form (word) can thus be comprised of several elements, such as the conjunction, article,
and noun (always in that order). The goal is to be able to identify the components of the compound

form on the right:
noun article + noun conjunction + article + noun
3 m3n m3m
a house the house and the house
778 7281 728
a king the king or the king
N 0%y Py
women the women or the women
4.8 Concepts
affix bilabial form modification/modify preposition
anarthrous conjunction function noun qal
article context gender number separable
articular dual inseparable plural singular
aspect feminine masculine [nominal] prefix
4.9 Vocabulary
lord, master ]1'1?5
altar; place of sacrifice mam 43 (my) [divine] Lord, Master (note the e .34
ending) T
water; 13 waters of D‘_?_ﬂ 44 | tent; dwelling [ home 571& .35
Judgment, justice; justly; custom veun 45 | fire UR .36
cross over, pass through / by; N2Y .46 | the (for other forms, see §4.5.2(5)) o1 .37
trespass -
long [ remote time (i.e., time and, but, or, even, ... -1
without visible or imagina}f)le D'?W A7 | - 1Dbefore words that begin with 2 38
end); agels] (trad. “forever”) 2,1, D or have initial vocal sewa
stand (stop; stay (in place)) Y .48 | sword, dagger, knife 37” -39
YHwH (proper name) mm
army, host; military duty; cf. the
phrase NIN2Z ™I Yaws [of ] NJ¥ 49 Mmoo 40
A T TT YH (proper name; shortened form) T
0Sts =
sea; QM seas; D:D’ the sea; west D: 41
head, top, peak (of mountain); . 50 :
beginning (cf. #16) : take, get, acquire; buy; marry mpb 42
(a wife)

4.10 Exercises

Grammatical exercises are generally designed to help you to learn to see contextual examples of
patterns so that you can begin to recognize them as they occur in the biblical text, not with the
goal of assigning precise or exact functions to words, phrases, etc. The point of these particular
exercises is that you learn to recognize some nominal affixes—the plural nominal endings, article,
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11.4. The Noun 39
and conjunction waw—and to identify the vocabulary form of nouns when combined with these
affixes.

1. Provide a gloss for each noun, identify its gender and number, and write out its lexical
[vocabulary list] form.

(2Kgs21.3) ninam .h (Ex34.7  PIaR
N2 prophet (1 Kgs 18.4) A= (Nu 31.53) U

-

a

b

Lv27.2) Py (2S5a7.14) DUN

(1 Kgs 11.1) owy k (Ezk 14.16) P32 .d
(Ps 69.36) Yol (Hos 11.10) o3 e
(Ps104.4)  PIMA .m (Ex121) o3 f
(Ps 148.4) MY .n (2Kgs19.23) D™ 8

2. Provide English glosses for these phrases. Be prepared to analyze and explain their elements
(e.g., the spelling of the article or conjunction). If a word has more than one gloss translate
it both ways (e.g., U'X as both “husband” and “man”); Give the lexical form of words that do
not have their lexical form. Note the hints on the left.

5" night noSy of orroNY 0TR 2
=% noble oMM IoRa YN WR b
N2 prophet ‘[5?37_11 =i \gmbly k ﬁ?;"ﬁ .c
nIsTRYy ol mam d
DM oW m N1 oD e
D2 oW oM aan f
SN war oM 05y o oo DU g
DY heaven(s), sky TORM oMWYn p 2 Me2 h

4.11 Enrichment: Hendiadys

Hendiadys (Greek for “one through two”) is the name given to two words that can be linked to refer to
a single entity. A common hendiadys, *mm D‘TJW—heaven and earth, refers to the entire created order
(perhaps what we call the “universe”), for which there is no specific lexeme in Biblical Hebrew.

Jonah used a unique hendiadys to tell the sailors that he feared [served] “YuwH, the god of
heaven, who made the sea and the dry land” ('TW:"I PR 2777 (Jon 1. 9)). Since the sailors wanted
to get from the sea onto dry land (1.13), Jonah’s way of 1dent1fy1ng the creator was crafted to catch
their attention! And it worked, as their response shows: a great fear (1.10), duplicated after they
throw Jonah into the sea (1.16).

The satan [accuser] tells YawH to afflict Job himself (rather than merely destroy his property and
famlly) by saying “Only put forth your hand and strike Ais bone and his flesh 102" Sm WDBSJ'L)N]
.”(Jb 2.5), not a reference to internal and external physical affliction, but to Job’s entire body.

Hendladys is also a verbal function, when two verbs describing the same event or when one verb
modifies the following verb. In 1 Kgs 17.20, the two verbs (... TR ... N7P") must refer to the
same event since calling and speaking are not discrete acts (i.e, to call is to speak)

beg I MR MOR RPN And he called to Yaws, and said “YawH my God, ...”
) ' ' (1 Kgs 17.20)

Occasionally as many as three verbs describe one event; the combination in Jg 9.7 suggests that
Jotham was probably shouting so that the rulers of Shechem could hear him from atop Mount
Gerizim:

"Ox wny anb MmNy RPN 1%‘7 N™  And he lifted his voice and called and said to them
‘ o o ! “Listen to me, ...” (Jg 9.7)
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Lesson 5

Tuae HEBREW VERB??

The verb may be thought of as the “motor” of the sentence: it makes the sentence “run” or “go”. It
does this by identifying what the subject of the sentence did, or by describing the subject itself.*

a. Moses wrote Psalm 90.
b. Moses was humble.

Sentence (a) tells us what Moses did (it identifies a deed that he performed), but does not describe
him; sentence (b) describes Moses himself, without telling us anything about what he has done.
Both functions can be combined in a single sentence, which can be either compound (c) (i.e., two or
more parallel clauses) or complex (d) (i.e., at least one clause is subordinate to another):

c. Moses was a humble man, and he wrote Psalm 90.
d. Moses, who was a humble man, wrote Psalm 90.

Since English is a “slot” language in which a word’s function is determined by its position, we
normally recognize the verb in an English clause or sentence by its position—the verb is the word
following the subject (which is the first word or group of words in the sentence).

e. The bears killed forty-two men.
f. The Levite bears the ark.

In (e) the word “bears” is the subject (since it begins the sentence and is preceded by the article
“the”), and “killed” is the verb. In (f), however, “bears” is a verb, identifying or naming what the
Levites (the subject) did to the ark. In either case, we know that “killed” and “bears” are the predi-
cates of their respective sentences because they follow their subjects.*

In (a) through (f), as in languages in general, the verbs define or describe the subject or its
action(s). Verbs are therefore part of the comment of their clause.

A clause consists of a topic (or “subject”) and a comment (or “predicate”). In sentence (a), “God”
is the topic and “created heaven and earth” is the comment (it describes an action of the subject).
A sentence always consists of at least one clause, although a clause may not be a complete sentence.
All three of the following sentences represent “complete” thoughts, but the thought represented by
(h) is “more complete” than that in (g), and (i) is the most complete of the three. Only (g) consists
of a single clause.

39. Much of the rest of this book addresses the functions and forms of the verb in Biblical Hebrew, not
because verbs are somehow more fundamental or basic or “important” than nouns, but because the verbal
system is the most complex aspect of Hebrew grammar.

40. This distinction between action and state is discussed further below (§15.1).

41. We sometimes recognize that a word is the verb because of its context, not because of its form or
syntax:

a. “Bank!” the flight instructor screamed.
b. “Bank” was his laconic reply to “Where are you going?”
c. “Bank ahead” called the lookout on the riverboat.

Linda Dietch, a former student, told me that this example reminded her “... of my dad’s answer when I
asked why he wasn’t around when my mom went into labor with my older brother: ‘I fell at the bank.” He frac-
tured a vertebrae in his back and so he and my mom were hospitalized at the same time. My sympathy turned
to irritation when I learned that he had fallen out of a tree stand at a river bank. He went on a hunting trip,
leaving my mom alone when she was 8.5 months pregnant with their first child!”.
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42 Biblical Hebrew

g. Job was patient.

h. Job was patient, even when he was tested.

Job was patient, even when his flocks and herds were stolen, his servants and children
killed, and he himself afflicted with boils.

Like nouns, verbs in Biblical Hebrew are inflected for several reasons: (1) to indicate that the
form is a verb; and (2) to show the person, gender, and number (§5.1.3) of the noun(s) that it modi-
fies (its “subject”). Their inflection also indicates (3) the general function or nature of the clause
(especially in narrative); and (4) the general time frame of the event or state that they describe.
Verbal affixes (the “bits and pieces” that inflect the form) can be prefixed or suffixed to the verbal
root (§5.1.1).

Verbal inflection is therefore part of the concord system (§4.1-2), since its affixes indicate its
subject (the word that it modifies or comments on), and the relationship between the event or state
that it describes and those described by verbs in other clauses. English has lost most of its inflec-
tional system; only third person singular forms are inflected by adding “s” (“I/'you/we/they sing” vs.
“he/she sings”).

-

5.1 Form

In discussing the verbal conjugations (Lessons 5, 6, 8, 10, 12, 13), “stems” (Lessons 18-21), and
weak verbal roots (Lessons 24, 27, 28, 30, 31) the term “diagnostic” refers to those few vowel points
(including dages) that enable us to distinguish one form from another, or to determine the stem
and root of a particular form. This is one aspect of a verb’s morphology, or “shape”, which is created
by its subject affixes (§5.1.1) and by the vowel points that the Masoretes added to the consonantal
text to tell readers how to read a particular form. We have already looked at the basic morphology
of the noun (e.g., endings for gender and number); now we turn to the morphology of the verb in
Biblical Hebrew.

5.1.1 Subject (PGN) Affixes

Verbs modify their subjects by identifying what the subject is or does. In English the verb follows
the subject (word order again), but Hebrew verbs have affixes (prefixes and suffixes) that agree
with the person, number, and gender of the subject.

1. The person [P] of the verb (first, second, third) shows the relationship of the speaker or
narrator to the action or state described by the verb:

Person The speaker/narrator ...

1st ... describes himself as doing the action, or as  “I know” “We see”
existing in the state described by the verb “I thought” “We went”

2nd ... directly addresses (speaks to) the subject of “You know” “You see”
the verb “You thought”  “You went”

3rd ... talks or writes about the subject of the verb “He knows” “She sees”

“They thought” “He went”

2. The verb’s gender [G] (masculine, feminine) and number [N] (singular, plural) agree with
the number and gender of its subject, so that the form of the Hebrew verb is sufficient to
identify its subject (unlike the verb in English, which requires an explicit subject).

The three features of person-gender-number [PGN] are indicated by the form of the verb itself,
whereas the subject of an English sentence is always a separate word, either a noun (“Moses”, “a
servant”) or pronoun (“he”, “they”). The subject in Hebrew may be expressed by a noun or pronoun,
but the narrator’s decision to identify the subject by using a separate word (whether it is a proper
name or a common noun), phrase, or clause is one of the ways that he shapes the story.

Furthermore, although “he went” in English describes the action of one male (“he”), the form of

the English verb (“went”) tells us nothing about its subject. The verb in Hebrew, however, identifies
its subject as singular or plural, masculine or feminine, and first, second, or third person. Although
“you” is completely ambiguous in English (singular? plural? male? female?), there is a specific
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I1.5. The Hebrew Verb 43

Hebrew verbal form for each 2nd person number-gender combination (2ms, 2fs, 2mp, 2fp), all of
which are represented by “you” in contemporary English.

The range of subjects to which a given verbal form may refer is thus modified by verbal suffixes
and prefixes—affixes attached to the end and beginning of the verbal root (below)—so that the verb
agrees with the person, gender, and number [PGN] of its subject. There are two main sets of verbal
PGN affixes, one for each of the two main sets of conjugations.

5.1.2 Verbal Root

Every verbal form consists of a set of consonants called the “verbal root”. The root usually has
three, but sometimes two (rarely four) of these consonants, which we will call “radicals”.*? Verbal
roots have been abstracted by grammarians from the forms of the verb.*

‘n'?@?; I ruled /reigned L)W?J Rule! (masc. sg.)
'7&7'?_37 He shall rule/reign D’b(ﬁbg Those (masc. pl.) who rule ...
LJ@?; He ruled |/ etc. Jﬂﬂ")’tﬁf;ﬂ They caused him to rule

When early grammarians recognized that these and other forms share the consonants 5-%-, and
that they all refer in some way to “rule”, “govern[ment]”, “dominion”, etc., they concluded that these
three consonants—in this order—were the “root” of a verb "?WTJ, “rule/govern”, as well as the root
(or source) of nouns referring to rule or government. Since many roots in the Semitic languages—
including Biblical Hebrew—have three radicals, the Semitic languages are said to be “triradical”.

Many lexical tools (lexicons, theological wordbooks and dictionaries, concordances, etc.) list both
verbal forms and nouns under the verbal root that they are either “derived from” or “related to”

(e.g., these nouns that contain 5uit and refer to governance are listed after the verbal root Suim).

n?tgm: rule, dominion, realm, kingdom
'UWD rule, dominion; authority (2x)

n’;:nr: rule, dominion; ruler

In order to use any of these tools you must know whether it lists words alphabetically or by root,
and be able to identify the putative “roots” of nouns, since the nouns will be listed under [after] the
verbal forms.

5.1.3 Conjugation

Hebrew verbs have two main sets of forms—the perfect (which has a more or less unique set of
PGN affixes) and the imperfect (which “shares” PGN affixes and other characteristics with other
conjugations). The main difference between these two main sets of conjugations*! is that the perfect
uses PGN endings to agree with the subject, whereas the imperfect uses PGN prefixes and endings
to agree with the subject. The perfect is thus also called the “suffix conjugation” and the imperfect
is called the “prefix conjugation”. Their functions also differ (below). Although it is tempting to
describe or think of these as tenses, they are not as fundamentally time-oriented as Indo-European
tenses; any connotation of “tense” in Biblical Hebrew depends more heavily on the surrounding
context and syntax than in, for example, English.

Some conjugations in Biblical Hebrew, such as the preterite and imperative, have a single or
primary function—to narrate a series of past events and to give commands, respectively. The perfect
and imperfect, on the other hand, have various functions, depending on, for example, whether or
not they have a prefixed conjunction (-1). And some—more specifically, the imperfect—also has
other functions that are discerned largely from their context, such as when the imperfect functions
as a third-person “imperative”, as in “He should/ must/ought to ...”

42. The term “radical” refers to the consonants of the verbal root (Latin radix, “root”).

43. Some grammars and most lexicons use the “root” sign () when they discuss verbal roots.

44. The term “conjugation” is more neutral than either “tense” or “aspect”, both of which are potentially
misleading with regard to Biblical Hebrew.
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44 Biblical Hebrew

Finally, the descriptions of the functions of the various conjugations in this book refer primarily
to their function in biblical narrative or instructional discourse.*s

5.1.4 Stem (binyan)

There are eight main ways of constructing verbal forms in Biblical Hebrew in order to show the
type of action being described by the verb. The medieval grammarians referred to these combina-
tions of vowels and affixes as binyanim (“buildings”), since they were “built” on or from the root;
today called “stems”. [see §18.1]*6

In form, some stems have a doubled middle radical (piel, pual), some have stem prefixes (hifil,
hofal, nifal), one has both (hitpael), and one has neither (gal). Note that all of these names, except
for “qal” have the letters “p” or “f” and “I”. This is because the early rabbinic grammarians used
the verbal root Sy p‘l (“do, make”) as their paradigm verb, following the example of the Arabic
gramarians.

Where English uses pronouns, helping verbs, and prepositions to show the type of action described
by a verb (“David hid the sword”, “David hid [himselfT’, “David was hidden”, “The sword was hidden
by David”), Hebrew shows the function of the verbal form by, e.g., doubling the middle letter of the
verbal root, and varying the forms and vowels of the prefixes.

Doubled II-radical Prefix Both Neither

Piel Suin Hifil Seuiart

Pual Sin Hofal Suinn | Hitpael  Sunnn | Qal  Suin
Nifal Seima

We begin with the qal (Q)*" stem, since more than two-thirds of all verbal forms in the Bible are in
the qal. The word “qal” means “light”; gal is the only stem that has no stem prefix (its only prefix is
the subject [PGN] prefix in imperfect and preterite), and no doubled letters (in the strong verb).*®

5.2 The Imperfect

The prefix conjugation—the “imperfect”—primarily describes events or states that are either
present or future to the time of the speaker. It therefore tends to be more frequent in direct quota-
tions and poetry than in narrative. (Biblical Hebrew rarely anticipates events, whereas anticipation
is not infrequent in English, as in “He would soon discover ...”.) It is therefore unlike the English
imperfect (or the French imparfait), which refers to a continuous action in the past (e.g., “He was
walking”)—the Hebrew imperfect does not refer to the past.*

5.2.1 Form

The imperfect® uses prefixes and some suffixes to show the person, gender, and number of its
subject. Every form of every imperfect has a PGN prefix; half of the forms also have endings. The
affixes of the imperfect are:

45. 1In biblical poetry, conjugations seem to be used more for poetic reasons than for any temporal
reference.

46. They can also be called “constructions” or “patterns”. In some languages the term “stem” refers to the
“unchangeable” part of a verbal or nominal form. In Semitic studies the three radicals are called the “root”; the
verbal stems (combinations of vowels, prefixes, and doubling) are built “on” or “from” those roots.

47. The name of the stem sounds like “Cal” (a nickname for “Calvin”), not kwal (unlike English “q”,
Hebrew p does not require a following “u”).

48. This means that doubling is not a sign of the gal, as it is of some other stems (below).

49. This statement refers primarily to biblical narrative, not to poetry.

50. The imperfect is also called “yigtol” (the 3ms form of the gal imperfect of the verb "erp qtl, “kill”), or the
“prefix conjugation” (since every form has a prefix). The name “imperfect” reflects the view that it describes
action that was yet-to-be-complete.
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Person Gender Singular Plural

1st Common N I -y We
Masc. -n Yy -n

2nd You You
Fem. *.n m-n
Masc. .Y  Hellt 3 -

3rd The
Fem. -n  She/lt ) -n Y

Two sets of forms (2ms/3fs, 2fp/3fp) are identical, and can be distinguished only by context.
The dash (-) represents the consonants of the verbal root, which either follows, or is
“surrounded by” the PGN affix.

A form with a yod prefix is always masculine.

The six forms with a - P prefix all require endings, context, or both to distinguish their PGN.
These affixes must be memorized, since they are used in the imperfect and preterite® of all
verbs, and the second-person endings are used in the imperative of all verbs.

Although the subject prefix is always followed by a vowel, none is listed here because the
prefix vowel varies from stem to stem.

5.2.2 Qal Imperfect

The term qal (related to the verb 5‘7? qll, “be light, slight, trifling”) means “light”, and was used
because the gal lacks the doubling and prefixes (or both) that occur in the other stems (Lessons
18-21). The term “gal®? imperfect” refers to a particular combination of three elements: the radi-
cals of the verbal root, the PGN affixes of the imperfect, and the vowels that characterize the gal
imperfect, a combination that yields the following paradigm:

N

51.
52.
53.

Person Gender Singular Plural

1st Common 517?3}{ I'rule BWDJ We rule
Masc. Shinn 15unm

2nd - Yourule ——— Yourule
Fem. “Suinn mbunn
Masc. '7&7'?_37 He rules 1527?37

3rd — — They rule
Fem. ‘?WDH She rules TQL?W?DH

The vowel for the qal PGN prefixes is hireq (except lcs—remember the close relation-

ship between the i/e vowels). Two other stems also have hireq as their prefix vowel (nifal,

hitpael,®® Lessons 18, 19).

The first radical (not the PGN prefix) is followed by silent Sewa.

The vowel after the second radical in the gal imperfect is often holem (all forms except those

with a vocalic ending). Because this vowel helps distinguish one stem from another, it is

often called the “stem” or “theme” vowel.

Verbs that have a guttural (77, 1T, ¥) as their second or third radical (e.g., U3, T5U) usually

IL;ave patah as their theme vowel. This patah is the only difference between these verbs and
wn.

The preterite is the conjugation that identifies the “main storyline” of biblical narratives (Lesson 6).
It is also called “G” for Grundstamm (German: “basic stem”).
The names of the stems reflect the verbal root Svn (“do, make”), which was used as the paradigm

verb by the early Jewish grammarians. The names (which are the 3ms perfect of bv2 for each stem) are often
written with a sign for ‘ayin: nif‘al, hitpa‘el to show the presence of the middle radical. This is left out for the
sake of simplicity.
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46 Biblical Hebrew

Person Gender Singular Plural

1st Common YR I hear SJ?_:(L:?J We hear
Masc. bijalialgl YN

2nd - You hear - You hear
Fem.  unun myyn
Masc. ynYY  He hears WY

3rd : — They hear
Fem. UBUn  She hears  TIVMUN

5. Verbs with X as their third radical (ITI-X verbs) have qames where VU has patah, because
the R cannot close the syllable (e.g., X¥12: R¥RR, R8N, ete.). Since the X is silent, it is not
followed by silent Sewa, the second syllable is open, and the vowel is long.

Person Gender Singular Plural

1st Common  RXMN Ifind N33 We find
Masc. Briplg) IRBIAN

2nd ’ You find — You find
Fem. RERN MIRBRN
Masc. N2 He finds INBIY

3rdg : — They find
Fem. b¥ialg) She finds Phy-ialg)

5.2.3 Function (HBI §2.2.2)

The function of the imperfect depends on its context, especially on the genre (literary type) of mate-
rial, and sometimes on whether or not the conjunction (-1) is prefixed to the form. In the lengthy
narratives of Genesis, for example, the imperfect is relatively infrequent, whereas it is by far the
most frequent verb form in Leviticus (most of which is instruction, commandment, and prohibition,
with little narration).

1. Theimperfect usually occurs in direct or indirect quotations,® and generally refers to future
or present events.%

Everyone who hears will laugh for me (Gn 21.6).

“... and the older shall serve the younger” (Gn 25.23).
He said, “I will redeem” (Ru 4.4).

This is my covenant which you shall keep (Gn 17.10).

2oy oD
Y3 T3P oM

ORIN DR MR
TRUR WK M2 PN

It occurs in both main and secondary clauses, as in Gn 17.10. “This is my covenant” is the
main clause—it is the primary part of the sentence—and the relative clause (introduced by
the relative WR) is secondary or supplemental to it.

2. The following list of functions of the imperfect is not meant to intimidate beginning students,
but rather to arm you against simply equating the imperfect with the [English] future by
demonstrating some of the variety of expression possible within a single conjugation. When
beginning your study of Hebrew, assume that an imperfect verb refers to the present or
future, unless a modifying particle occurs, or there is enough context to show that it has

54. An indirect quotation reports what someone said, thought, or felt, and is usually introduced by “that”:
“He said that she had finished”. A direct quotation would be: “He said, ‘She finished’.” Indirect quotations also
occur with verbs of perception (e.g., “see”, “hear”), and emotion (e.g., “fear”, “rejoice”).

55. Since those have not yet occurred, they may be called irrealis (“not real”). This does not mean that the

events will not happen, merely that they had not happened as of the time of the quotation.
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I1.5. The Hebrew Verb 47

some other use (or your teacher directs you otherwise). You will find this list more helpful

when you begin reading the biblical text.

a. The imperfect occurs in conditional sentences, generally preceded by o (if) or N> N Gf
not; also with "D, perhaps):

'7?51’ 2 '|"7§J"Dx “If he will redeem you—good, let him redeem.
‘[5&;5 yam N"TD{U_ But if e is not pleased [willing] to redeem you ...” (Ru 3.13).
51‘53:17 NS'nxj 515] szJ:m'DS “If you will redeem, redeem! But if he will not redeem” (Ru 4.4)

b. The imperfect can be negated by N5 or '7?5 (both = not). Depending on the context, a
negated second person imperfect may express a prohibition:>®

PR AR WNRITD T NS “.. we will not go down, for the man said to us,
2 1&75'&5 ‘You shall not see my face ...” (Gn 43.5).
amown X5 N He said, “Do not send” (2 Kgs 2.16).
' ﬂTEjI_-W' NS “You shall not murder” (Ex 20.13).
J'J:D NS “You shall not steal” (Ex 20.15).

c. When it is not first in its clause, the imperfect may be modified by a particle:

MYy 0O ST aby-S5o1  and every wild herb had not yet sprouted, ...
TR T T T (Gn 2.5, 07 = not yet); = “no herb had yet sprouted”
Bt ety MWPR™R 7Y .. until your brother’s anger turns away”
’ ' T (Gn 27.44; WX TV = until)
D’ﬁ")xn WY Y "71}{ “Perhaps it will be good in God’s eyes ...”
ST o (Nu 23.27; ’b’l& = perhaps)

d. When the imperfect occurs with the conjunction (1) it always begins its clause, is usually
followed by its subject, and generally refers to the future. It seems to imply that the
imperfect is closely linked to the preceding verb (which is often an imperative or another
imperfect). Many times the verb merely describes the next in a logical or chronological
sequence of events, but, depending on the context and on the relationship between the
function (“meaning”) of the verbal roots, this syntagm may also imply purpose or result.

07 P72 TN L. DTN ) “Let us make mankind ... so that they may rule ...”
’ ' o T (Gn1.26).
ON] }{‘Dj 15 ooRA PEYR O “Perhaps God will save us, so that we do not
T T T perish” (Jon 1.6).
nanl N51 Y ... that we may live and not die” (Gn 43.8).

D«

Hebrew lacks forms that correspond to what are called “helping”, “auxiliary”, or “modal”
verbs (e.g., “may, might, will/would, shall/should, ought”).?” Imperfect forms can apparently
serve any of these functions, but the nuance of any given imperfect form is open to debate
(see the examples above). This is especially clear in biblical poetry, where a single form
might be rendered as either “May YHWH bless you” (precative—a prayer), “YHWH blesses [is
blessing] you” (present indicative), or “YHWH will/shall®® bless you” (future). Even published
translations differ, and their renderings tend merely to follow tradition. For now, unless
the context demands a modal interpretation, we will use the simple present or future to
represent the imperfect (unless the context, especially a particle, indicates that the verb is
functioning modally, as in Gn 17.18).

56. The imperative (Lesson 8) in Biblical Hebrew is used only for positive commands, not for prohibitions.
57. The verbal root 57, glossed as “[be] able”, “can”, or “could”, is introduced with the infinitives (below).
58. The distinction between “will” and “shall” is complex, but this grammar uses “will” in the first person

for simple futurity, and “shall” for intent, determination, or choice. In the second and third persons, “shall” is
much stronger than “will” (e.g., “You shall not steal”). In American English, at least, this distinction is largely
lost. “Shall” is viewed as more “correct” or “formal”; emphasis tends to be by means of vocal stress (“You will
not get any dessert!”).
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... WX MNP The woman said ... “From the fruit of the trees of the
5083 BTy ;WBTJ garden we may eat” (Gn 3.2)

nman "33 WX “My two sons you may put to death ...” (Gn 42.37)

;T;?5 o ‘7&;}?;@77 15 “If only Ishmael might live before you!”
T ' (Gn 17.18; 15, if only)

4. This brief discussion of conjugational function shows that, as in vocabulary (Lesson 2), so
in grammar, there is no direct or one-to-one correspondence between Biblical Hebrew and
English (i.e., they are non-isomorphic). The function of a given form depends on a complex
interplay of its lexical function, the genre in which it occurs, and the content of its imme-
diate and larger contexts (perhaps especially, its relationship to the preceding clause).
The verbal conjugation therefore has no “basic”, “fundamental”, or “central” function in
the other language. This in turn implies that no word or form has a “literal” function in
another language (again, especially when the languages are as varied in form and function
as Biblical Hebrew and English).

5.3 The “Sign of the Object”

Hebrew uses a particle to point out the definite direct object of the verb. The particle MY (or "NR)
occurs only before definite direct objects (in Ex 34.13, the object precedes the verb).

?]‘L)& I30TIR I'T'?W& ... ... I will send my servants to you ... (1 Kgs 20.6)
]ﬂﬁﬁ;m 1’:1‘27&'17&1 ... ..., and their Asherahs you shall cut down (Ex 34.13)
5.4 Maqqef

A horizontal line ( = ), written evenly with the top horizontal stroke of, e.g., 7 (") can link two or
more words into a single accentual unit, so that they are pronounced as though they were one form
(although they are still separate “words”). This is especially common when the first consists of a
single syllable, such as the sign of the object (Ex 34.13, above).

MoROD  all these
DYIMNTI2  son of Ahinoam
W‘HU"?:_J against the city

5.5 Parsing Verbs

To parse is to identify the “parts” (Latin: pars) of a thing. Parsing verbal forms allows us to check
our understanding of a form, since our ability to understand it depends on identifying or recog-
nizing it accurately. Parsing a Hebrew verb entails identifying the following elements or “parts”
(some do not yet apply):

Lexical form The radicals of the verbal root

Gloss(es) One or more of the glosses linked to its lexical form

PGN The person, gender, and number of the subject form (e.g., 3fp)

Stem For now, we are studying the qal

Conjugation E.g., imperfect, preterite, imperative, perfect

Prefixes There are only four possibilities for this column: the conjunction waw, the

interrogative —] (§18.1.2), inseparable prepositions (Lesson 7), the article
(only on participles [Lesson 12])

Suffixes This refers only to the PGN of pronominal suffixes (Lesson 14; not the
PGN of the subject)

The “parsing form” at the end of this lesson may be reproduced and used throughout your studies.
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5.6 Frequency

49

The occurrence and distribution of the conjugations vary widely, the perfect and infinitive abso-
lute being the most (29%) and least frequent (less than 1%), respectively. The conjugations are not
distributed evenly through the Bible; e.g., imperatives (positive commands) are more frequent in
the poetic books (Pss) than in, for example, the specifically “covenantal” books (Ex, Lv, Dt).

More than one-fifth (22%) of all verbs in Biblical Hebrew are imperfect. Together with the pret-
erite (Lesson 6), two-fifths of all verbal forms (42%) use the same set of subject [PGN] affixes.

Conjugation Occurrences % of Total
Perfect 21032 28.4%
Imperfect 16110 21.8% 9%
Preterite 14977 20.3% 19
Imperative 4270 5.8% 5
Infinitive Absolute 796 1.1% 0%
Infinitive Construct 6985 9.4%
Participle 9787 13.2%
Total 73957
5.7 Concepts
affix dynamic equivalence interlinear
aspect function maqqef
comment functional equivalence modification
conjugation  gender morphology
context imperfect number
diagnostic

13%

parse
person
PGN
predicate
prefix
qal

O Perfect

M Imperfect
[ Preterite
[ Imperative

M Infinitive
Absolute

O Infintive
Construct

[ Participle

radical

root

stem

subject

topic
translate/translation

5.8 Vocabulary

rule, reign Sun .59 no, not '7&_{ 51
tree (sg. & coll.), wood T‘:] .60 | One form with two functions: PN
the preposition with; direct _ .52
object marker (not translated) nR
voice, sound 51? .61 | go down, descend inimhl .53
(f.) breath, wind, spirit inthl .62 | utensil, tool;* container, pot ")D .54
cultivated ground T .63 | no, not ) .55
(trad. “field”); contrast 72712 o
official; leader, ruler A .64 | war, battle T'T?TDI:IB?D .56
heaven(s), sky D??_ﬂ(ﬁ .65 | belcome] king; reign, rule 1573 57
! (as monarch, king)
watch, guard, keep, protect Y .66 | place Cﬁp?g .58

59. The function of the “utensil” or “tool” may be specified: TT?;UB?J "55 utensils of war =~ weapons.
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50 Biblical Hebrew

5.9 Exercises

1. After learning the PGN affixes of the imperfect and the 3ms gal imperfect of Suin, gloss
these clauses in English, using the simple future, and parse the verbs.

7 o e

, nia2n mynYn
by Sy f

sfb Dunsn U a
moun d

"prgn b

2. After reading the “enrichment” section (below), prepare an interlinear version of these
clauses and sentences, and be ready to discuss the task of representing one language by
another.

2 Sam 14.16

Ps 121.7; 5}- your (m.s.)

‘75.7 upon, over

53_.7 upon, over

David; ‘?I_J over, upon (prep.); 55 all of
N2, covenant; BINR with you (m. pl.)
Ex 20.13; 187 murder

Ex 20.15; 222 steal

5? [the] voice of

N2 (see “f”, above)

Is 30.21; 573TRY and your ears; T"INRI

EECRIEEE

TRI TN Y

Ty “Hunn

poRTO ey o
PINTOz O T o

D2OR 112 NI0N

m3on NS

2m N5

DONTOPTIR N2 0M2T WY
27N 3

TOMND D27 TawnYn I

from behind you

29P approach, come near [be] near; 5&
to (prep.)

namaor 1

N3 write; 93 all of; P to, unto (prep.) 7297758 ©277°5o NN aRoR m

5.10 Enrichment: Translation & the Exercises

Translation from one language [and therefore one culture] into another raises a host of questions
which we will not attempt to answer. One of the foremost questions is whether the translator is
primarily responsible to the original text or to the audience for which the translation is intended.
Does the translation primarily face the original or the reader(s)? The answer to this question deter-
mines many of the differences between the so-called “dynamic” or “functional equivalence” versions
and the more-or-less “literal” versions.

The exercises in an introductory grammar afford us an opportunity to practice recognizing gram-
matical forms and their function, and to check our identification and understanding by representing
them in English. In other words, the goal is not “translation” as we often think of it—rendering or
representing a passage written in one language (in this case, Biblical Hebrew) by means of a fluid
passage in another language (e.g., English). Especially in later lessons, where the exercises consist
of biblical passages, such “fluent” translations often merely show that we are familiar with one of
the standard English versions (or that we checked our work against theirs!). In fact, without first-
hand speakers to interview, no one knows Biblical Hebrew well enough to produce a “polished”
or “smooth” translation without a great deal of guesswork, much of which merely reflects the
“received” or traditional translation or interpretation.
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I1.5. The Hebrew Verb 51

Furthermore, the goal of exercises should reflect our overall reasons for studying Biblical
Hebrew—that we learn to read the biblical text as carefully as possible, that we be able to under-
stand and evaluate translational choices made by the various versions in English (and, possibly,
other languages), and that we be able to evaluate the comments in published tools (commentaries,
lexical aids, etc.). We are not trying to see “more deeply” into the text, but to make sure that we are
actually reading the text, rather than skimming across its surface, basing our “understanding” on
what it says (and does not say), rather than on what we have heard said about it.%

Therefore, your primary goal in rendering the clauses, phrases, sentences, and verses into English
should be to represent what is in the Hebrew text—to prepare an “interlinear”—that will provide a
basis for studying the Hebrew text and looking at other versions. Your “translation” of the exercises
should, therefore, be fairly “literal”, even “wooden”—it is actually a gloss, not a translation—rather
than free and impressionistic (see the discussion of “gloss” in terms of vocabulary in Lesson 2).
This does not not mean that it should be unintelligible (e.g., following Hebrew word order rather
than English); your work should be well-formed English. Free and impressionistic versions are the
appropriate fruit of much study and interpretation, not for this point in your Hebrew career.

This list of “rules” for glossing Biblical Hebrew into English are merely suggestions—feel free to
use or modify them in ways that are most fruitful for the specific goals of your own studies.

1. Every element is verbally represented in English; every English element represents an
element in the Hebrew text.

2. Words in English that correspond to elements of compound forms in Hebrew are linked by
dashes (e.g., "MXM, and-he-says).

3. Each Hebrew lexeme is rendered by the same English lexeme (e.g., V7R is rendered by land;
WX by who/that, 71371 by behold, and 1 by and).®!

4. Synonyms are distinguished (e.g., 5o, 5{{ unto).

5. The object marker NN is indicated by “[o]” or the like.

6. Linking words that are necessary for sensible English (e.g., relative pronoun, article, copula)
are added in brackets [is], italics, or underlined.

7. Only proper names (persons, places) are capitalized.

8. Only two punctuation marks are used:
a. “!”indicates that the verb that it follows is an imperative (#16b).
b. “?”indicates the presence of the interrogative prefix (-7).
9. In longer passages, verse numbers are minimized (verse divisions and numbers were not
original).
10. Rules for the construct (Lesson 9):
a. Words in construct are indicated by “-of” as the last element in their English word-
group.
All elements of a construct are visually linked by en-dashes (i.e., the-house-of—the-king).
c. Words that are construct to a definite form are represented with the definite article
“the”.
11. Verbs are rendered as “he” and “she” for 3ms and 3fs, respectively, regardless of the “gender”
of their subject in English, e.g., and-[o] the-city she-was-captured.
12. The translation of hifil verb forms (Lesson 20) includes the word “cause” if the form is
causative.
13. Verbal forms are rendered as consistently as possible:
a. imperfects as future: I-will-[future]
b. preterites as past: and-she-[past];
c. imperatives are immediately followed by an exclamation point (e.g., Go! to the land ...).

60. This is not meant to denigrate the use of commentaries and other exegetical tools, but merely to
suggest that if our primary obligation is to the text, we ought to be sure that our primary interaction is with
the text.

61. The latter is not “who” or “that”, but the combined form “who/that”.
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These rules probably sound great—after all, don’t we want to get as “close” to the original as
possible? Here’s the result for Jonah 1.1-3:

RS PRI MOy Mt I 1
And-he-was the-word-of YawH unto Jonah the-son-of Amittai to-say

™50 BOYY MNDYTD oY NIPY MTAN YYD MIYON o op 2
Rise! Go! unto Nineveh the-city the-great and-call against-her for she-has-gone-up their-evil
before-me
W’WWD R TN RBRM ﬁB: o omm ’;:55?; ;‘T(@?’WG ?'['1;5 ﬂ;ﬁ" ePn 3
And-he-rose Jonah to-flee Tarshish-ward from-before YuwH and-he-went-down Joppa
and-he-found ship going Tarshish

And-he-gave her-fare and-he-went-down in-her to-go with-them Tarshish-ward from-before
YuwH

Carefully following the rules yields a text that is neither Hebrew nor English (“Heblish”?); if it
communicates meaning to anyone, he or she will already know Hebrew and so can reconstruct the
Hebrew text behind our “translation”.

Although we might think that such a version demonstrates our knowledge of Hebrew and our
faithfulness to the Hebrew text, it actually shows that we don’t understand how language works.
The first priority of any attempt to communicate is to communicate, and this rendering of Jonah
communicates little. Since most users of this grammar know the story of Jonah, as well as English,
we can figure out what is going on in the “Heblish Version”, even though it is not normal English.
In order to test our understanding of Hebrew, therefore, we need to render the Hebrew text into
“good”—or at least “normal”—English (since it was written, as far as we know, in “good” [“normal”]
Hebrew). For example:

YuwHr’s word came to Jonah son of Amittai, saying, “Get up and go to the great city of Nineveh, and
call out against her that® their wickedness has come up into my presence.”

But Jonah rose to flee to Tarshish away from YawH’s presence. He went down to Joppa, found a ship
going to Tarshish, paid its fare, and went down into it to go with them to Tarshish away from YuHwH’s
presence. (Jonah 1.1-4)

Whether or not this is the best possible translation of these verses into English is beside the

point at the moment. It certainly communicates more to the reader than the “inter-linear” version,
and so—from that point alone—is more “successful”.

62. Ambiguities are one of the delights of translation. In this case, the word *> can introduce either the
reason for Jonah’s mission (“since”, “because”, “for”), or the content of his message (“that”).
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Parsing Form

Lexical
Form

Gloss

P/G/N

Stem

Conjugation

Prefix

Pronominal
Suffix

Key

Lexical Form: the vocabulary
form of the word

Gloss: of the lexical form

P/G/N: person (1,2,3), gender
(m, f), & number (s, p)

Stem: qal (Q), qal passive (Qp),
nifal (N), piel (D), pual (Dp),
hitpael (Dt), hifil (H),

hofal (Hp)

Conjugation: perfect (P),
imperfect (F), preterite (Pr),
imperative (V), cohortative (C),
jussive (J), participle (Ptc),
infinitive construct (NC), or
infinitive absolute (NA)

Prefix: The conjunction,
article, [prefixed] preposition,
& interrogative —h are the only
possibilities for this column)

Pronominal suffix:
P/G/N of pronominal suffix

PUTNAM Book.indb 53

N.B.: The last two columns
(prefixes, pronominal suffixes)
are only used if these elements
are present. Lexical form,
gloss, stem, & conjugation are
required for all verbal forms.
Infinitives have no P/G/N.
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Lesson 6

THE PRETERITE

Languages tend to use one particular verbal conjugation for the “main sequence” of events in a
story (“narrative”). In Biblical Hebrew that form is the preterite (which means “past”), the conju-
gation that identifies the main sequence of events in a biblical narrative.®® In telling a story,
English uses the simple past for the sequence of events, as in this example (the preterites are in
italics).

George walked toward the cliff, wondering what had happened to his friends. Standing on the edge,
he gazed down its face, looking for some sign of them, but no one was there. He sighed, put his hands
to his mouth, and shouted yet again. There was still no answer, but then something far below him
moved on the face of the cliff.

The main storyline consists of five events: George walked, gazed, sighed, put, and shouted, and
something moved. The other verbal forms (“wondering”, “had happened”, “standing”, “looking”, and
“was”), also identify events (or non-events), but do not describe the next event on the storyline. Both
“wondering” and “standing” tell us that George was doing two things at the same time (wondering
as he walked; standing as he gazed). “Looking for” modifies “gazed”, narrowing its focus (no pun
intended) to tell us that George was not merely admiring the scenery. The three verbs “sighed”,
“put”, and “shouted” identify a sequence of actions (and perhaps, by their close proximity, suggest
that they were executed rapidly and without interruption). The form “had happened”—an example
of the English “past perfect”—refers to something that occurred before George walked toward the
cliff.5* Both occurrences of “was” are negated (“no one”, “no answer”)—they are examples of irrealis,
giving the reader information about something that did not occur.

It may be helpful to think of a story as made up of a number of threads,® each of which
keeps track of a certain type of information. The thread provided by pronouns is obvious in the
sentences above: “his”, “he”, and “him” enable the narrator to refer to George without repeating
his name (just as “them” refers back to “his friends”).%¢ Another thread is the simple past tense
that outlines the story (George walked, gazed, sighed, put, and shouted, and [then] something
moved).

L.70n Y And the servant ran ... (Gn 24.17a)
LOODRMAT IMRY And he said, “Let me swallow ...” (Gn 24.17b)
LTI mRM And she said, “Drink ...” (Gn 24.18a)

63. Although the existence of a preterite “conjugation” in Biblical Hebrew is debated, this grammar uses
the term to refer to the past narrative function of these verbs, rather than to their form, since this form and
function are so closely related in Biblical Hebrew (avoiding the debate about the existence of the preterite as
a morphological class).

64. Of course, the narrator decides how to express this simultaneous action. How would the story change
if it read “Walking toward the cliff, George wondered ...” In this case, “wondered” is the main narrative verb
(preterite), modified by “walking”. The biblical narrators made the same choices, as we shall see.

65. This is not the same as the literary term “narrative thread”, which refers to a story’s basic plot.

66. Pronouns have a similar function in Biblical Hebrew (see §13.1.2).
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56 Biblical Hebrew

The preterite (= “past”) in Biblical Hebrew (also called “wayyiqtol”®") is also a thread—a cohesive
device that links an event to the preceding event. The preterite in Biblical Hebrew thus has the
same function as the italicized verbs in the “story” (above)—it tells the reader that the event that it
describes was the next event in the story (see §6.10).

Verbal PGN is a cohesive device in Biblical Hebrew that enables us to track verbal subjects. In
Gn 24.17, for example, the second verb MR, and he said, is 3ms. Since it has no expressed subject,
and has the same PGN as the preceding verb, they have the same subject, but NN, and she said,
is 3f's, which tells us that Rebecca (already introduced in the story) answered the servant’s request.
Furthermore, since they are described by three consecutive preterites, readers will assume that
these events are consecutive and consequentially related.%®

6.1 Form

The PGN afffixes of the preterite are the same as those of the imperfect. The only difference
between their forms is that the preterite is always preceded by waw followed by patah with a
dages forte in the PGN prefix (this is sometimes called the “pointing of the article” (- 1), since it
has the same vowel and doubling), so that the PGN prefix is doubled by the dages forte (except the
guttural -R [1cs: “I”]). The result of this combination of the conjunction, pointing, and prefix is the
following set of subject affixes, which is unique to the preterite (cf. the PGN prefixes of the imper-

fect, §5.2.1).
Person Gender Singular Plural

1st Common -N) T - N We ...
Masc. -M 1-M

2nd You ... —— You...
Fem. T o-m m-m
Masc. - Hellt.. 1 -M

3rd They ...
Fem. -M She/lt ... m-m

1. Apart from the prefixed waw and dagesforte the forms of the preterite are identical to those
of the imperfect.

2.  Every form that begins with waw followed by a letter with dages (or waw + gamesi followed
by ‘alef) is preterite.

6.1.1 The qal preterite of DU

Person Gender Singular Plural

1st Common 5(;7?3&1 I ruled/reigned 5&7?;;] We ruled/reigned
Masc. Shinm BuRm

2nd - You ruled/etc. — You ruled/etc.
Fem.  oynm REEED
Masc. '7&7?37] He ruled W'?W'f;?]

3rd — — They ruled
Fem. Suinm  She ruled mSunm

67. The term “wayyiqtol” transliterates the 3ms form of the gal preterite of the verb 5!‘.’)? (5?.’>|?7]). This
conjugation is also called “imperfect plus waw-consecutive” and “imperfect plus waw-conversive”, which
reflect views that the waw either “converted” the function of the imperfect from present-future to narrative,
or showed that its event was “consecutive to” or “consequent upon” the preceding event. All of these terms are
used by various authors and resources.

68. Other cohesive devices are temporal and locative expressions (e.g., TR, “then”, 0971, “today”; D@', “there,
in that place”).
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I1.6. The Preterite 57

1. Note the difference in form (the vowel under the conjunction) and function between the
imperfect (Dt 10.2) and preterite (Jr 32.10) of the same verb:

and I will write on the tablets the words
(Dt 10.2); 1es Q F +w

ned2 JDDN] and I wrote in the document (Jr 32.10); 1cs Q Pr

BMZTIAN AMPT0Y 2RoNT

2. When the verbal PGN is lcs (“I”), with the guttural prefix X, the waw is followed by games,
and there is no dages forte in the X, since it is a guttural, and so does not double (cf. Jr 32.10,
above):

TIINTANY U ﬂ"_)wxl and I sent Moses and Aaron ... (Jos 24.5); 1cs Q Pr

3. As with the imperfect, preterites of II- and III-guttural and III-X verbal roots®® have an
a-vowel after the second radical instead of holem.

‘[?:W: ‘[5 NIPRY  and ] called you by your name (Is 44.4). les Q Pr
ANTTIN I'['?Qj?j T VAWM And David heard and sent Joab (2 Sam 10.7) 3ms Q Pr (both)

4. Because only four consonants function as prefixes in the preterite, all preterites begin in
one of six ways—there are no exceptions—regardless of the vowel following the prefix.

- N
; lcs preterite: [ - 21 1lcp preterite: we
2ms/2fs/3fs preterite: you, she - M ]
-Mm 9/3fp preterite: they w 3ms/p preterite: he, they

N.B.: Inparsing the preterite, there is no need to specify the conjunction in the “prefix” column,
since the term “preterite” assumes the prefixed waw.”™ Your teacher may want you to
spell this out.

Lemma | Lexical Form Gloss P/G/N | Stem | Conjugation |Prefix

L?W?;?] Suin rule, reign | 3ms Q Pr

6.2 I-X Verbal Roots

The gal preterite (and imperfect) of most strong verbs looks like SR (above), but five verbs look
quite different. These five verbs begin with the letter X (they are therefore called I-X™ or “initial R”
verbal roots). Because X is silent when followed by silent Sewa, the prefix vowel of the qal imperfect
and preterite is holem, not hireq, and there is no sewa under the R (i.e., the Sewa was left out and
the X functions as a “place marker”, a little like “silent e” in English). The five I-R verbs™ are:

69. On this terminology, see §6.2 (below).

70. There are a few examples of preterites without prefixed waw.

71. The Roman numeral “I” refers to the position of the ‘alef as the first radical of the verbal root. The
same pattern can also refer to the second (II) and third (III) letters in the verbal root. These terms (I-, II-, III-)
will be used without further comment.

72. Other verbal roots begin with X, but their forms follow the pattern of the “guttural” verbal roots
(Lesson 22).
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Verbal Root Gloss Occurrences
MR say, speak 5000+
L}DN eat, consume, devour 827x
AN perish; stray 191x
RN bake, cook 54x
AN desire, be willing, agree 25x

Their prefix vowel in Q F and Pr is solem; there is no Sewa under the X, which is silent.

5;&3 We [shall] eat lepQF
'wr;x'n] You/She said 2ms/3fs Q Pr
MR They said 3mp Q Pr

9aR)  We/[shall] perish ~ 1lcp QF

In 1cs gal imperfect and preterite the 1cs prefix (X) assimilates with the first radical, so that
only one R is written:

AR Ishallsay 1lesQF
L);R] I ate les Q Pr

The main reason for introducing this set of verbal roots at this point is so that we can use
N in the exercises. Here is its paradigm for the gal preterite:™

Person Gender Singular Plural

1 Common 1?_3&1 I said 1?_;&5] We said
Masc. “IRM AR

2 — You said ——~—— You said
Fem. R MR
Masc. NN He said 1R

3 = - .~ They said
Fem. TARPY Shesaid - TIDMNRM

N.B.: MR is so frequent that the clause M7 7QN£]AYHWH said represents one-half of one

percent of all the words in Biblical Hebrew ('W?QN;] alone occurs nearly 2000 times).

6.3 Functions (HBI §2.2.3)

The introduction to this chapter said that the preterite identifies the main storyline of the narra-
tive; this is its main function, but it also has other—much less frequent—functions.

6.3.1 Narrative “backbone”

The preterite describes a series of events in the main flow of a narrative (also called the “main
sequence” or “backbone” of the narrative). Preterites are usually translated with the simple past.
Each preterite always begins its clause, so that the string of preterites describes the string of past
events (see also the examples above) [all of the verbs in these examples are Q Pr]:

PUTNAM Book.indb 58
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I1.6. The Preterite 59

D"i?@ WW;'??] DiB'ﬁ&jP?j and they proclaimed a fast and put on sackcloth (Jonah 3.5)
TRRY ‘15?3[1 D2 and the king swore [an oath] and said ... (1 Kg 1.29)

DITTN1 ekl lﬁij and I wrote in the document, and I sealed [it], ... and I
DITNPA ikl L)PW&W weighed the silver with scales (Jr 32.10).

Tracing the string of preterites in Gn 1 reveals the prominence of divine speech in creation (these
are only the last few verses of the creation story):

D"ﬂ'?& SnRY  and God said ... (Gn 1.26)
.. QIRATIN D’ﬂ5& &;1;‘.?] and God created human beings, ... (Gn 1.27)
DON BOX 702 and God blessed them
D’T‘IB& DU? '1?_-3}{51 and God said to them (Gn 1.28b)
..ooR MR and God said ... (Gn 1.29)
'5?'11?_{ D’UB@ R'ﬁ] and God saw everything ... (Gn 1.30)

Calling the “preterite chain” the narrative “backbone” does not mean that events described by
preterites are the only events—or even “essential” or most important events—of the story.™ It does
mean that in the narrator’s mind, the events described by these verbs comprise the main sequence,
or flow, of the narrative. As you might expect from its function, the preterite is far more common in
books that are largely narrative (e.g., Gn, 1-2 Sam, Est) than in books that are mainly covenantal
(e.g., Lv, Dt) or poetic (e.g., Jb, Pss, Pr, SS). In 1 Sam 3.4-5, the string of preterites outlines a series
of events (the speeches introduced by “[and] he said” are brief):”

Sxam-br MM XIPN Yewa called Samuel
- :‘J_;_ﬁ ﬁp&*] and he said, “Here I am!” (1 Sam 3.4)
”55]"7& ’(‘j:j He ran to Eli
BN oRR bbby Hr;xi*j and he said, “Here I am, because ...”

. PNIPNS TN But he said, “T did not call ...”

‘15‘] So he went
122U and he lay down (1 Sam 3.5).

This string of preterites extends (with interruptions, see §6.6, §6.10) through the rest of the
chapter (and the rest of Samuel™). When first reading a biblical narrative, a helpful first step is to
identify the preterites, since they normally yield the [bare] outline of the story (see Lesson 25).

6.3.2 Narrative Summary

Although each preterite in a string usually describes the next event in a series, a preterite may also
summarize an entire sequence of events, usually at the end of a larger discourse. This function can
be recognized by content of the preterite clauses, and the relationship between the events that they
describe. “God humbled” (Jg 4.23) summarizes the events of Jg 4.13-22, whereas the next preterite
(4.24) describes a further event that had begun on the same day.

74. For example, in any story, what is said is as important as that something was said (e.g., the content of
the initial divine speech (Gn 1.26) is crucial, although its content is not “on” the storyline).

75. Note the context-dependent renderings (or non-rendering) of the initial waw.

76. The books of 1-2 Samuel, 1-2 Kings, 1-2 Chronicles, and Ezra-Nehemiah each form a single book in
the Hebrew Bible.
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]S_J;D"['??: 127 DR R 02 D‘TT'?& p1571  Soon that day, God humbled Jabin king of Canaan
'7&?&7‘ 12 ’;;5 before the sons of Israel (Jg 4.23),
ﬂ@?j ']15:1 ")gjf;yf";:; 12. ‘T'jn] and the hand of the sons of Israel grew continually
' o ' harsher
]}_J;D"["D?J =N '7}__7 against Jabin king of Canaan

];_]2:"1‘7?3 ]'3: DR NS WK Y until they [had] destroyed Jabin king of Canaan
o ) o (Jg 4.24).

6.3.3 Past Perfect

A preterite can apparently refer to an event that took place before the previous event. This func-
tion is discernable only from context. Although Yuwn might be repeating himself, in the context,
Ex 4.19 seems to refer back to 4.11-12; it seems unlikely that Laban interrupted Jacob and Leah’s
wedding night (Gn 29.24).

I'IW?J"?& M 1N Now Ynwa had said to Moses ... (Ex 4.19)
srmaw 7ebrmx 7% 125 1o Now Laban had given her Zilpah his maid—
maY N2 ﬂ&55 [to be] his daughter Leah’s maid (Gn 29.24)

6.3.4 Compound Reference
Consecutive preterites can describe a single event. In Ru 1.9 and 14, the three women wept aloud
(“lifted their voices and wept”), which we might call “compound” or “multiple” reference:

13°22Mm ]'?WP MIRWNY  And they lifted their voices and wept (Ru 1.9)

18" 1558 P And they called to Lot and said ... (Gn 19.5)

6.4 Word Order

Although there is some variety in the order of elements in preterite clauses, every preterite begins
a new clause (as the above examples illustrate), which can be called a “preterite clause”. Nothing—
adverb, subject, object, negative, prepositional phrase—precedes the preterite. After the preterite
the order is generally subject—object(s) (direct or indirect); adverbial expressions are usually
clause- or sentence-final. This structure of main narrative clauses is the main reason that Hebrew
is often referred to as a V-S-O (verb-subject-object) language.

6.5 The Imperfect & Preterite

The imperfect and preterite together “cover” all of the verbal “tenses” and many of the verbal
“moods” used in English:

Imperfect Present

(contextual) Future

Modal (may/might, should, ought, etc.)

Preterite Past Narrative (the main line of events)
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11.6. The Preterite 61
1. They do not directly correspond to what we think of as “tenses”, “moods”, or “aspects”, since
their function depends on the type of material—the genre—within which they occur, so that
this chart applies primarily to their function in narrative, not to their use in poetry, legal or
instructional materials, or other genres.
2. The imperfect can also be preceded by the conjunction waw, which means that you will need
to distinguish these forms from the preterite; the clue is the pointing under the waw:

'727?3’1 conjunction + 3ms Q imperfect (present/future) and he shall rule
LDW?J”] conjunction + 3ms Q preterite (narrative past) and he ruled
"7&]'?;.;«;1' conjunction + 1lcs Q imperfect (present/future)  and I shall rule
'WD?:&] conjunction + 1ms Q preterite (narrative past) and I ruled

6.6 Disjunctive Clauses (HBI §3.2.2)

Since the preterite names consecutive narrative events, other information (e.g., flashbacks, contem-
poraneous action) is contained in clauses that begin with waw followed by “something-other-than-a-
verb”. This information is often parenthetic, adding information to the narrative about a character
or circumstance that the reader needs to understand the story. It may also contrast two characters
or their circumstances, or introduce a new character to the story, or describe something that did not
happen (a negative clause).

Disjunctive clauses in narrative may be non-verbal, have a perfect or a participle as predicate, or
an imperfect with a modifying adverb. Genesis 12.6b, for example, heightens God’s promise in the
next clause (12.7) by telling the reader that the promised land was not uninhabited:

ORI R YD1 (now the Canaanites were then in the land) (Gn 12.6b)
DRI VPORITOR AR T‘SJWI"? “... to your seed I shall give this land.” (Gn 12.7)

The syntax of the disjunctive clause (w + subject [“the Canaanites”] means that this is not the
next event in the story (the Canaanites were [already] in the land), but it contains information
crucial to the story.

Furthermore, the disjunctive syntax of this clause derives from—and is determined by—its func-
tion in the story; the word order is not merely another way of saying “the same thing”. In other
words, a disjunctive clause is a signal that its contents do not describe the next event in the story
(whether it is a positive or negative statement). Furthermore their syntax does not of itself indicate
the function of a disjunctive clause; it merely indicates its non-sequentiality. [See §6.11.]

6.7 Frequency

About one-fifth (20%) of all verbal forms in the Bible are preterites, but this frequency is much
higher in narrative than in poetry. In Genesis (for example) more than two-fifths of all verbs are
preterite, but in the Song of Songs less than one percent are preterite.

6.8 Concepts

clause disjunctive [clause] narrative perfect VSO
waw-consecutive flashback narrative backbone pluperfect wayyiqtol
waw-conversive genre parenthetic information preterite word order
diagnostic(s)
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6.9 Vocabulary

bread, food DU5 .75 enemy MR .67
wilderness (uncultivated or (I) also, even, all the more (cj.)

. : .76 .68
“unclaimed” land) 02T (IT) nose, nostril; anger (n.) ™
clan, extended family (smaller ;

. amewn 77 covenant, treaty, agreement na .69
than a tribe) S 1=
serve (cf. 72Y) Tay .78 flesh, meat; humanity (as “flesh”) WKTD; .70
time (i.e., a particular moment) ny .79 month, new moon rn'm 711
do something [go‘(‘)d. o.r”bad] for/to Tpe 80 be[come] strong; sieze, grasp, hold = 9
[someone] (trad. “visit”) -5 onto =
flock (sheep, goats) ]xg .81 evening :1:.7 .73
approach, come /draw near 277 .82 cut [off]; with N™12 as object, na2 74

make a treaty

1. After studying the PGN affixes of the preterite and the 3ms gal preterite of L?W'D, represent
these clauses in English using the simple past (“He said”) for the preterite and simple future

6.10 Exercises

(“He will say”) for the imperfect. Parse the verbs.

2.  Gloss these clauses and sentences in English, parsing the verbal forms. Remember that the

Swy Tonn g
it
2Pm

h

i

mem d
KARIR
nRum f

wbwnm .a
N b
HHL:)TLﬁ] .c

purpose of the exercises is primarily to understand why the text means what it does.

2 Kgs 20.8; L?ZS to; Hezekiah; Isaiah

Gn 21.27; DT'I’JW they both [the two of them]
Jg 12.7; WV six; Jephthah; Israel

2 Sam 20.22; WR head of; 13 son of; Sheba,

Bichri

Ex 6.5; 727 remember; "N"72 my [final * -]

covenant

2 Sam 11.3; -'? for the; WM seek; David

Jg 2.5; QU there, in that place

Jg 2.2; BN you (mp); AW inhabitant (ms Q

Ptc); NNTIT this (modifies T'IN)

2 Kgs 24.6; 22U lie down, sleep; QY with; letﬁ

his fathers; 12 his son; Jehoiakim, Jehoiachin

LAMDYTOR TP MR a

Hahghn! DU*;:;? "> b

DY WY ORIWTIN MRDY BRYUM .

™M22712 Yoy wRITAR Mo d

TR B e

RN TERG W T nbun f

TS oYnam g

NPT PINT CRURS o2 m1enNS ooyt b

TRIARTDY PN 2ouN i
B2 i o

77. The two “diamonds” mark the end of a biblical verse (sof pasug, “end of pasuq”).
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I1.6. The Preterite 63
Ps 59.1; IM"MD, to kill him (put him to death) R MR MY

Jg 20.27; DR ask; -2 often introduces the M2 SR oRe k
object of L)&W; *12 sons of

Jg 9.18; 2071 kill (Q Pr; the guttural (7) affects 127NN 19TMm 1
the prefix syllable); 1°12 his sons

6.11 Enrichment: Narrative Backbone (& Ancillary Information)

Tracing preterite and disjunctive clauses in a narrative reveals its skeleton (the preterites) and
information that the author considered “ancillary” to the storyline (disjunctive clauses). In 1
Samuel 3, for example (next page), the first three verses contain seven disjunctive clauses and two
secondary (parallel) clauses, which together set the stage (or background) for the rest of the story
(disjunctive clauses are in italics):

Now the young man Samuel was serving YHWH in oy +3pb MR PO ONIY Wi 1a

Eli’s presence,

but YEWH’s word was rare in those days— D7 02 P M MM b
no vision was breaking through. [parallel clause] igni=b) ]ﬁﬂj ™R
Then one day NI 292 M 2a
when Eli was sleeping in his place ﬁDP?;E aou "'Jm b
(now his eyes had begun to be dim— iahiniw 1‘71‘”‘[ " e
he could not see), [parallel clause] Zﬂﬁ&15 5:_3-1’ )
and the lamp of God had not yet gone out, 1227 o . D’ﬂ%& n 3a
and Samuel was sleeping in YAWH’s temple, where nkinh 5;"73 bl 583?3271 b
the ark of God was, D‘T‘T'?N ﬁj}s D@'WWN

Following these introductory—scene-setting—disjunctive clauses, the events of the specific story
begin with the preterites in verse 4 (preterites are in bold):

YuwH summoned Samuel mew-Sx MM RPN 4a
and he said, “Here I am”. o 237 MR b
And he ran to Eli ’L?S_J_L?S Y?:] 5a
and he said, “Here I am, for you called me.” *"-_7 DNTPTD H@xlﬂ] b
But he said, “I did not call. Go back to sleep.” o0 o ’D&jp'&g ﬁ{éN*] c
So he went and he lay down. :20UM -[5s] d
And YuwH called Samuel again, Bgmw T KT MM 9N 6a
And [so] Samuel got up, BNVJW opn b
[and he] went to Elj, ,5;;-178 -[5-] c
and he said, “Here I am, for you called me.” *'-7 ijE-ﬂp bbby - 1@;{5] d
But he said, “I didn’t call, my son. Go back to sleep.” j;w vy "2 ﬂnxm?-g"j WK:QN:’] e

Calling the information in verses 1-3 “background” does not mean that this is unimportant or
non-essential to the story. It does mean, on the other hand, that these clauses “set the stage” for the
sequential events, which begin in verse 4.

After Samuel goes twice to Eli the author finally explains why Samuel did not recognize YHWH’s
voice, setting off his explanation syntactically in a disjunctive clause (waw + noun):

(Now Samuel did not yet know YHWH, mm nR v oM L}tﬂ?ﬁ(@ﬁ Ta
nor had YawH’s word yet been revealed to him) ST 1"?3 ﬂ‘?JT‘ miglio) 7b
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The author used disjunctive clauses (w + a noun [“Samuel”] (7a) and w + adverb [“not yet”] (7b)),
to tell readers that these clauses will describe events or situations that do not follow sequen-
tially the events just described (see §6.6 (above)). Furthermore, because these statements are nega-
tive, they “describe” non-events (irrealis), or things that did not happen and which therefore are
not (and cannot be) part of the storyline (since they hadn’t yet occurred), but their information is
crucial to the reader’s understanding of the sequence of events in the story. They answer a question
that would probably occur to most readers, namely, how Samuel could be serving Yaws (3.1) and
not recognize his voice. Having given the reader this needed information, the preterite chain then

resumes the narration of the sequence of events:

And YuwH again called Samuel a third time mubea SrmYNTp MM neh
and he got up and he went to Eli *L_);;"jg -[L),] op™
and he said, “Here I am, because you called me” "? DR7IP 2 "0 RN
and Eli discerned that YawH was calling the :1;_];? xjp mm ﬂb;; 12
young man.

And Eli said to Samuel ... SxmS by sy
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Lesson 7

NominaL MobpiricATION (IT): PREPOSITIONS

Prepositions precede (are pre-positioned to) other words in order to show their function or réle in the
clause or phrase. In English, for example, the difference in function between “George went to the
store” and “George went from the store” is determined by the prepositions “to” and “from”, which
indicate which way George went relative to the store. Prepositions thus modify a noun’s syntagmatic
function, rather than its reference (which is modified by the article (§4.3), construct (Lesson 8),
adjectives and the relative particle (Lesson 11). Prepositions in Biblical Hebrew do not affect the
form of the word that they modify (remember, there are no “case endings” in Hebrew). There are
three types of prepositions in Biblical Hebrew:

1.

2.

3.

inseparable—the prepositions -2, -3, and 5 are always prefixed to the word that they modify
(like the conjunction -1)

separable—the preposition 2 may be either separate from or prefixed to the word that it
modifies

separate—most prepositions in Biblical Hebrew are separate words (as are prepositions in
English)

7.1 The Inseparable Prepositions

The prepositions -2 (in, with, against), -2 (like, as, according to, about [approximately]), and 5 (to,
for, at, belonging to), are always prefixed to the word that they govern, becoming the first syllable
in the word (cf. the conjunction -1).
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1.

If the word is anarthrous, the preposition is prefixed using vocal sewa (but if the first vowel
in the word is sewa, they use hireq).

a house ﬂ’; n?ja in a house
a king 'I"?D ']‘7?3: like a king
a woman ntgx TT@N5 to/for a woman

garments [mply ol 0 71123 in/with garments
youngmen DY D™D like young men

The first letter of a word that begins with a b°gad-k*fat letter loses dages lene, since the
preposition is followed by a [half-] vowel:

a house ﬁ'f;‘ nfj5 to a house
a son 12 123 like a son
tool “7: "?::_1 with a tool

If the first letter of the word has a hatef-vowel, the preposition uses the full vowel that
matches the half-vowel:

an ark /box ]ﬁkj ]ﬁlﬁ; in a box (“in the box” = ]ﬁ?j;)
a fool '7’1& 5*1&5 to a fool
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When they are added to an articular word, these three prepositions replace the -7 of the
article, but not its pointing (hence the importance of being able to recognize the article’s
pointing). These three are the only prefixes that replace the -7 of the article:

Articular Anarthrous
the house n"_;jU ﬂfﬁ.; in the house h’;‘.: in a house
the son ]3.'_1 ]::_) like the son ]:1:: like a son
the woman TuRT mux’v to/for the woman nwx‘v to/for a woman

When they are added to the name and titles of God (below), their vowel is sere (with 2 1oN)
or patah (with M1 and "37IR):

God  oOR oMTORS  for God
YHWH mm mma in YHWH
the Lord R ’g"Tx'? for/to the Lord

When the conjunction is prefixed to a word with an inseparable preposition (-2 -2 —5), it is
simply added in front of the preposition (-2 and -2 will lack dages lene):

like the house
for the king

nas and like the house

7712

The prepositions 5 (c. 20,000x) and -2 (c. 15,700x) account for well more than half of all
prepositions in Biblical Hebrew. There are several reasons for their frequency:

max

7505)

even for the king

a. - often indicates an [indirect] object, much like English “to” or “for”:

;G DYTImam
M35 MR MpPnND
:2opa% Ut 8,

They sacrificed there to Yawn (Jg 2.5)
“Do not take a wife for my son ...” (Gn 24.6)
And he did not seek [for] the Baals (2 Chr 17.3)

b. The preposition 5 is also one of several ways in which Biblical Hebrew indicates posses-
sion; the -5 is prefixed to the “owner”. The context determines whether the syntagm
corresponds to a phrase “an X of Y” (“Y’s X”) or clause (“Y has/had an X”). This is how
Hebrew shows that the owner is a particular person, and implies that he or she has more
than one:

a prophet of Yawn (1 Kgs 18.22); (implication: YHWH has more
than one prophet)

MM R

a psalm of David (Ps 3.1); (implication: David wrote more than
one psalm)

Now Rebekkah had abrother (Gn 24.29); (implication: Rebekkah
had more than one brother)

TS Y

ms 1P

c. The preposition 5 frequently shows purpose or result, much like English “to”, in the
sense of “in order to” or “so that” (Lesson 16).

d. The preposition -2 has a wide range of functions, as its glosses suggest (e.g., in, with,
by, on, against), and is also used to form temporal clauses (as is the preposition -2;
Lesson 16).
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7.2 The Separable Preposition (]13)

1. The preposition 22, “from”, can be prefixed to its noun, or written as a separate word. When
separate, it is usually linked to the word that it governs with maqqef-

a house jghinl manm from a house
the son 127 1277n from the son
thewoman — TTUNT ERATIN from the woman

2. Like the inseparable prepositions (-2, -2, -'7), 11 is often joined to the word that it governs,
becoming its first syllable. When this happens, the nun of 1 assimilates™ completely to the
first letter, which therefore doubles, so that the nun shows up only as a dages forte in the
first letter. This assimilation is called nunnation. In the first example, *minbdyit > mibbdyit
(* means that the form is hypothetical; > means “developed into”).

a house nfj nf;ﬁ?; from a house
a son 12 121 from a son
a king ‘|‘?f3 ‘[L)?JD from a king

3. This means that we now know three causes of doubled letters:

The word’s spelling: ﬂ@'x a woman [ wife
The article: 127 theson
Nunnation: ‘15?3?3 from a king

N.B.: You should always ask why a letter is doubled, since this often helps identify the
word’s lexical form, or distinguish the elements of a “compound word” (below).

4. Since res and the gutturals (X, 1,1, ) do not double,]d appears as -2 (remember that the i/e
vowels are closely related) when it is joined to a word beginning with one of these letters:

a woman ﬂ@'x n@};p from a woman
a city i) 9n from a city
a land TOR 7IND from a land

5. Since |1 does not replace the -1 of the article, but is prefixed to it, siere also joins 1 to
articular words:

the house ﬂ‘_jU nﬁﬂrp from the house
the woman ,‘TIQNZT TT@NUD from the woman
the king ‘15?33 ‘15?33?3 from the king

7.3 Summary: Compound Forms

A substantival form (one “word”) can thus consist of as many as four elements: a noun plus up to
three prefixes (conjunction, preposition, article [and always in that order]).”™ This chart shows how

78. In assimilation one consonant becomes exactly like another—usually the one after it. In English the
prefix in- (“not”) assimilates to the first letter of words beginning with m, r, [ (e.g., immobile, irreplaceable,
illegal), but not to the first letter of every word (cf., e.g., inviolate). Note that assimilation produces a doubled
letter in English as well as in Biblical Hebrew.
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they are combined; you should learn to “take apart” the forms listed on the right by identifying

their elements:

Noun + Article + Preposition + Conjunction
2 man m2’ mao

a house the house to the house and to the house
728 el NS TR
a king the king from the king even from the king
N W1 UIND WINRDY

a man the ma;z like the ma;z or like the moTLn

7.4 Independent (“Separate”) Prepositions

All other Hebrew prepositions are separate words, although they are often connected to their noun
by maggef. Those that end in a long vowel (e.g., ’;3_5) often cause an initial b’gad-k¢fat letter in the

following word to lose dages lene.

a house mj
his father TINR
a house ﬂ‘;
the king ‘I‘DDU
Dan 17
the Jordan 17
Moses fnjiif

n#;’xa'nnx_ﬁ under the house
1".}?5'11!:!5 in his father’s place
ﬂ?j”;ab before/in front of a house
'["DDU"JB‘? before/in the presence of the king
177V asfaras Dan
lRipitain=} beyond the Jordan
HWD'B& tolward] Moses
7.5 Syntax

Hebrew prose often repeats the preposition before each element of a multiple object, and uses the conjunc-
tion between prepositional phrases. Since this repetition is normal, it is most likely non-emphatic.

VI TR ONE R

Vg w2y 1

between Bethel and Ai (Gn 13.3); not “[right
smack dab] between both Bethel and Ai”

from Dan to [as far as] Beersheba (1 Sam 3.20)

7.6 Direction / Goal

Hebrew indicates that an action or event is directed to or toward a person, thing, or location in three
different ways: (1) lexically, by prefixing a preposition (e.g., '7?5) to the object (§7.4); (2) morphologi-
cally, by suffixing the letter I7- to the object (§7.6.1); and (3) contextually (§7.6.2).

7.6.1 The Accusative/Directional Ending (71_-)

A suffixed 17_- on some words indicates the direction or goal of verbs of motion—where the subject

of the verb is going:

2T X P
mIsE o 3y
mRYD TED LIEN
Y TIon

and he got up and went to the house (2 Kg 9.6)

and Joseph returned ¢o Egypt (Gn 50.14)

and he spread his hands toward the sky (2 Ch 6.13)
and they turned aside to that place (Jg 18.15)

79. We will see another combination—but still a maximum of four elements—when we discuss pronom-

inal suffixes.
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Since Ugaritic® suggests that this is a remnant of an accusative case ending,® it has come to be
called “accusative 11-”. Unlike prepositions, the accusative i1- occurs on only a few words, the most
frequent of which are listed here.??

1. Nouns (common and proper)

Lexical Form With Accusative/Directional - Frequency®
Locative Total (c.)
TR N8 tolward] the ground 87x 2500x
D8R ARIEn  tolward] Egypt 29x 680x
nf; mj‘;U tolward] the house 20x 2000x
peaieh nj;'mn tolward] the wilderness 18x 270x
WUD H?DU tolward] the mountain | hill country 14x 550x
DTT_:!? ﬂ?g‘}_ﬂ{gﬁ tolward] heaven/the sky 12x 420x
Siwg oY fo Sheol 10x 65x
Ty AU tolward] the city 9x  1090x
ol M2 tolward] the house, inward 8x 2040x
n‘_?(gﬁ? .‘[?;"_?(gﬁ’ tolward] Jerusalem 5x 640x
13_]@5 ﬂjmp tolward] the gate 4x 360x

2. Locatives

Lexical Form With Accusative/Directional 1- Frequency
Locative  Total
there D@ ﬂp(y tolward] therelthat place 142x 831x
where? N MR to where? 39x 42x

3. Direction (see §7.11)

Lexical Form With Accusative/Directional [1- Frequency
Locative Total
sea; west oY H?TD: tolward] the west (sea); westward 64x 392x
north ]ﬁag 7-”7513 tolward] the north; northward 53x 153x
east D7P TT?;'TP tolward] the east; eastward 26x 86x
south; Negev 22 man tolward] the south (Negev); southward 29x 110x
south ]f_j‘n TTJT?TJ‘ﬁ southward 13x 24x

7.6.2 Directional Objects

In addition to prepositions and the directional -, the place toward which someone is moving
may simply be named, and the “movement to[ward]” understood from the combination of a verb

80. The “Semitic” languages are spoken by the people groups traditionally identified with the “sons of
Shem” listed in Gn 10. They are commonly divided between Eastern (Akkadian, which includes the dialects of
Assyria and Babylonia) and Western (Ugaritic; Aramaic, Canaanite [of which Hebrew, Moabite, Edomite, &c.
are dialects]; Arabic, and Ge’ez [Ethiopic]). Comparative linguistics is the study of the links between related
languages, and uses one language to explain features of another.

81. Like the rest of the Semitic family, Hebrew certainly had case endings early in its history.

82. Although the statistics show that the directional /1- is relatively infrequent (e.g., “to[ward] the house” is
expressed some 130 times with the preposition -'7?5, but only twenty-eight times with the directional i7-), there
are many forms with directional [1- in Biblical Hebrew, which means that you will need to recognize them.

83. Occurrences of the directional form and total occurrences of the word are listed on the right.
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of motion and the name of the place. Objects may also indicate a location rather than a direction

(2 Sam 11.9).
ANETOR TR S Smab NopnL.

TS NE) NI PN
’I'??:?TJ n'a M2 MR 23UM
T8 T

... and he summoned Rachel and Leah ¢o the field, to his
flock (Gn 31.4)

From that land he went out to Ashur (Gn 10.11)

Uriah slept at the door of the king’s house (2 Sam 11.9)

... and go down to the threshing floor (Ru 3.2)

N.B.: These are not three different functions, merely different ways of realizing the same function.

7.7 Prepositional Clauses

Hebrew rarely uses the verb “to be” for clauses that describe the location of a person or thing.
Instead, Biblical Hebrew simply juxtaposes the noun and prepositional phrase, leaving the time
frame (“tense”) to be inferred from the context:

M2 MM David [was] in the wilderness of Ziph (1 Sa 23.15)
n7;zr5:_: '[5?3[7']: DDﬁ’j and Jotham, the king’s son, [was] over the palace (2 Kg 15.5)
M2y MM TaDY  and Yawn's glory [was] over the temple (2 Ch 7.3)
YOR2 IR ‘JSJ;DT_‘H now the Canaanites [were] then in the land (Gn 12.6)

7.8 Concepts

accusative directional preposition
assimilation inseparable preposition  prepositional phrase
comparative linguistics  locative Semitic

compound form(s) nunnation separable preposition

7.9 Vocabulary

gift, offering, tribute M 92 | behind, after (locative & temporal) R .83
IR
to, as far as; until, while Y .93 | to, toward 5}{ '5:_'; .84
leave, forsake, abandon Y .94 | cubit; forearm pteh .85
) . . in, with, by, on, against, ...; when, while -2 .86
on, upon, over; against; concerning 53_.7 .95 (with inf. const.) :
with oY .96 | between 2 .87
innocent, just; righteous (adj.) Prs on behalf of, about; away from; behind 13_.7@ .88
.97
innocence; righteousness (n.) Pjg like, as, according to; about, approxi-

: T mately (with numbers); when, while (with > .89
lie dqwn, slfzep; have sexual :\,;rg 98 inf. const.) :
relations with
under, beneath; instead of, in nn D .99 | to, for (indicates indirect object); have 5 90
place of (showing possession) s

from, out of; some of; than M9l
(in comparisons)

84. For example, Josh 6.20 says that Jericho’s wall fell down 1°PMR, “under itself” (“in its own place”),

straight down on its foundation.
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7.10 Exercises

71

1. When you have studied the inseparable prepositions and ], and can recognize the presence

of the article, identify the elements of these forms and provide English glosses for them.

2 e
DN f

mamaom e
e d

125
Dﬁ}:mm

2. Represent these phrases and clauses in English, parsing the verbal forms.

1 Sam 3.15; 7P3 morning; Samuel

Dt 7.2; 8717 for /with them

Gn 13.4; XD call; DU the name of; QW there; Abram
Dt 10.2; 2N2 write; n15 tablet

Josh 8.5; "IN I; BV nation, people; WWN who (relative
particle); "R with me

Lv 9.8; WY slaughter; BJSJ calf of; DRBM sin-offering;
Aaron

Jg 20.27; YRY ask (middle-guttural verbs have a hiatef-
vowel rather than Sewa; an initial b°gad-k¢fat letter
following a word ending in -, -, or " - often lacks dages
lene)

2 Chr 2.16; 78D count; Solomon

Gn 1.5; NP call, name; VN light

Ex 18.24; 51P voice of; M his father-in-law; Moses
Josh 24.25; QY nation, people; R that; Joshua

1 Kgs 2.10; 1" - his (the -*- shows that the noun is plural);
David

Ex 2.24; 00PR] their [B_ - 3 mpl groaning, complaint,
lament; m‘j; his covenant; V2% remember; DX has both
functions in this verse

MPRTIY ONIRY 22U
P2 ok AsnNG

ST DY2 BO3N DY NPT
D™ITIIN NP5y 2noN

TYTON 233 NN W BUTORT

mamaoR IR 2797
nRLAT SwnN vmem

mm2 SR 5N

DWiRT5D Sy Tbom

o TIRS ooroR RIP

nf S5 My ey

NI P2 BYP P12 B A3
TRIRTY T 22UN

DRPRITN OVION Dun

A S
SPUTIRY PTETTR STIINTR

7.11 Enrichment: Directions

)

o

.m

As the Abram/Abraham stories progess, the divine promises become increasingly specific. YHWH
first promised to show Abram a “land” (Gn 12.1), then that he would give “this land” to his descend-
ants (Gn 12.7). In Gn 13.14-15, he tells Abram that what he can see “from the place where [he was]
standing”, using the cardinal directions with the accusative - to identify the general extent of the
now-promised land, which he declares that he will give to both Abram and his descendants.

Y PTRY M) M

... to the north, and to the Negev [southl], and to the east,

and to the sea [west] (Gn 13.14-15)
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72 Biblical Hebrew

What we cannot tell from the story is the extent of the land that Abram could see, since we do
not know (1) where he was standing; or (2) the precise topography of his day.

In the ancient Near East [ANE], orientation was toward the east (cf. Lat. orient); yamin could
mean either “right side”, “right hand”, or “south”. In the northern hemisphere today we “orient”
ourselves and our maps to the north, which reflects magnetic means of direction-finding (e.g., lode-
stones, compass). Without such tools, sunrise functioned as the primary directional indicator.

South | North West East
TRy Dwb | i D7p | Jb 23.8-9
DTpR B2YT ey
M MR | Ze 144
nan| e

Job says that God and his work cannot be found in any direction (Jb 23.8-9), but whether he
refers to the cardinal directions (east, west, north, south) or his own point of view (“in front”,
“behind”, “on [my] left”, “on [my] right”) is unclear, since all four words can have both frames of
reference.

In Zc 14.4, the Mount of Olives is said to be “facing” Jerusalem “on the east”; when it splits
“from sunrise [east] to the sea [west]”, its two halves will move “northward” and “toward the Negev
[south]” (all four forms have “directional” i1-).
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Lesson 8

CoMMANDS & PROHIBITIONS

The imperfect conjugation can function modally with the sense of “should” or “must” (Lesson 5); the
imperative conjugation is used for positive commands.®® Like the imperative in English, which has
only an implicit subject (“Go to bed!”), commands in Biblical Hebrew rarely name the subject. Like
the imperfect and preterite, however, the imperative in Biblical Hebrew identifies the gender and
number of its subject, using the PGN endings (only) of the second person imperfect.

8.1 Form

The imperative occurs only in the second person, and uses the subject [PGN] endings of the imper-
fect without the subject prefixes.

Person Gender Singular Plural
no ending
ond Masc. or 7 - % -
Fem. v M o-

8.2 The Qal Imperative

When the affixes of the imperative and the vowels of the gal imperative are added to the verbal
root, the paradigm of the gal imperative is:

Person Gender Singular Plural
Masc. '7‘2?3 1ouin
2nd TOUR  Rule! *"  Rule!
Fem. i msun

1. The hireq under the first radical with vocalic endings avoids consecutive vocal Sewas (when
the prefix is removed from the imperfect, the sewa under the first radical becomes vocal).®

2. It is not uncommon for the 2ms imperative to have the ending 7_-, which, in the gal, yields
a form that looks just like 3fs gal perfect (75!2?3) and can be dlstlngulshed from it only by
the context.

3. As in the imperfect and preterite, II- and III-guttural verbal roots form their imperative
with patah rather than holem; III-R roots have qames.

85. Imperatives are relatively infrequent, accounting for only about one in twenty of all verbs in Biblical
Hebrew. Although we might expect to see them in the covenantal “legal” books, they are proportionately most
frequent in Psalms (12% of all verbs), Song (11%), Jeremiah (7%), and Isaiah (7%); cf. Leviticus (2%) and
Deuteronomy (4%).

86. This explanation is pedagogical, not technical.
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74 Biblical Hebrew

Person Gender Singular Plural
I (S |
Masc. y ) wnY INB
2nd sy e ' |
Fem. WY NER TRy TRgR

8.3 Function (HBI §2.2.4c)

1. Positive commands use the imperative.

peahi ‘!Q'WT'TL? D) ) X7 Summon Hushai the Archite ... (2 Sa 17.5).
POR 7OR yOR Land, land, land, Zear Yaws’s word (Jr 22.29).
S1MT2T ’SJDW
7["?;3"7;] 7Y DIRTI2 Son of man, stand on your feet! (Ezk 2.1)
M 27NN WNY Hear this word! (Am 3.1)

2. Prohibitions (negative commands) are formed with the imperfect (not imperative) negated
by X5 or 5X. There may be a slight tendency for prohibitions with X5 to be more universal
or permanent than those with 5% (which would then refer to an immediate or specific situ-
ation), but this must be determined for each case; it is not a general rule.

223 XS Do not steal (Ex 20.15).
"2 '1':1;._7-1_1 N5 Do not cross over against me (Nu 20.18).
M AU ijIT&B Do not call her name Sarai (Gn 17.15).
[mpkialogabigiolely x;"ag Do not bury me in Egypt (Gn 47.29).
Y 2un NS 2P P2 But my son do not take back there (Gn 24.9).

8.4 Other Volitional Verbs

The term “volitional” refers to speech in which the speaker asserts his or her will (volition) toward
another person. The imperative (above) is the most obvious form of volitional speech, but not all
declarations of a speaker’s will are directed to the hearer. Some may indirectly command another
person (“He should ...”, “Rebecca ought to ...”, “Let Ezra do it” [not in the sense of “allow” or “permit”]),
or summon a group (of which the speaker is part) to do something (“Let’s ...”, “We should ...”).

8.4.1 Cohortative (HBI §2.2.4a)

The first person forms of the imperfect can show volition—the subject’s determination to do some-
thing. This is technically another modal use of the prefix conjugation, although this form can occur
with an added 7_-. It is parsed in the conjugation column as “c” (for “cohortative”).

You and I will make a covenant (Gn 31.44)
or “We—you and I—will make a covenant”

"D MDY Twill send a letter ... (2 Kgs 5.5)
13‘;;5 DR TTHBWJ We will send men before us ... (Dt 1.22)
D mman We will sacrifice to Yaws (Ex 5.17)

M) U T2 )

When it occurs with the conjunction after another cohortative, imperfect, or imperative, the
cohortative may be telic, showing purpose or result; this is determined by the context and the rela-
tionship between the functions of the two verbs:
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I1.8. Commands & Prohibitions 75

Let there be an oath ...
that we may make a covenant with you (Gn 26.28)

1’53 m 'TI]DWN .. *:mnb bl xJ xﬁp Call Hushai ..., that we may hear (2 Sam 17.5)
. 10N n1511] '15"5]1 ... we'll cast lots so that we may know ... (Jn 1.7)

FPY M2 7SN L PR T

8.4.2 Jussive (HBI §2.2.4b)

In the third person the prefix conjugation can also have volitional force, which is called jussive
(Latin jussus, a command). This functions rather like a third person imperative, that is, “Let him ...”
in the sense of “He should/must/ought ...”,’” but probably not with the sense “Allow him to ...”.
Because there is no special form® for this function, grammarians differ on which verbs are jussive
and which are not, especially in biblical poetry;in Gn 41.35, for example, Joseph is offering Pharaoh
advice, so the verbs are probably jussive:

“Let them gather all the food ... and let them store
grain ...” (Gn 41.35); i.e., “They should ...”

“Let the Hebrew hear!” (1 Sam 13.3); i.e., not
permission, but exhortation.

227123 .. SoRSDTIR 83PN

™D W

May he guard your life or He shall guard your

SRINN MWW el ps 121.7)

8.5 The Volitional Particle (RJ)

The imperative, cohortative, and jussive may be followed by the particle X] (with or without maqgef).
Although R is often translated “please”, or “I pray” (in the archaic sense of “ask”), its function
seems to be inconsistent, which means that its function is not clear. A verb followed by X, however,
is always volitional. When a volitional verb is negated, it may be preceded by N;"‘?tﬁ or R)I™RD:

ormbm YN M 95MT NIWMY “Hear this dream which I dreamed (Gn 37.6).
n'v:ru X3R4 1N They said to him, “Say ‘Shibbolet’ ” (Jg 12.6).
unx :mn R)” 5& 1?3&”1 He said, “Do not abandon us,® ...” (Nu 10.31).

8.6 The Volitional Summary Particle (MHYY) (HBI §3.3.8)

The particle THYY (MRNY + 3; traditionally, “And now”) usually introduces an imperative, cohortative,
or jussive, which directs the hearer to pursue a course of action based on the preceding discourse.
Volitional forms occur frequently without TR, but you should expect to find a volitional verb (nega-
tive or positive) after N1 whenever you come across it. When it occurs without a volitional form,
it functions as a temporal particle, “now”. Note that the volitional form is often not the following
word; additional information or reasons can precede the command or declaration of intent.

"'7?3 SJDW M2 11:1}_.71 Now therefore, my son, listen to my voice (Gn 27.8)
’J'IN no NJ” ‘7"[1’ 7!35_.71: Now therefore, let the power of my Lord be great (Nu 14.17)
DRI 'H’W'T Iah] D35 12n3 7!3.‘._.71: Nouw therefore, write this song (Dt 31.19)
'['7?3'1 "J"IN NJ” SJDW’ 'TH.‘._JW Nouw therefore, let my lord the king hear (1 Sam 26.19)

87. Since Biblical Hebrew does not use helping verbs to show what is called “mood”, the choice of which
helping verb to use in English reflects the translator’s interpretation.

88. The imperfect and jussive can be distinguished in a few types of verbal roots because their vowels
differ (below).

89. Pronominal objects are always attached to either the verb itself or, as here, the direct object marker
itself (-+NX > WJDR).
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76 Biblical Hebrew

8.7 Concepts

cohortative imperative

command jussive

prohibition
volitional

8.8 Vocabulary

love, loyalty, kindness (trad. : stone (cf. TV 12N, Ebenezer, :

“lovingkindness”) e 108 “the stone of help”; 1 Sam 7.12) 1 100

possess, subd.u'e; dispossess Wy .109 | ground (cf. Gn 2.7) R 101

[someone] (hifil) = I

silver ﬂOD 110 g)ou.ndary; territory (i.e., land b33 102

inside a boundary) :

write anD 111 | blood o .103

night (m.) 2 11 gold am 104
o "

sgmethmg appointed (place, ui 113 | remember -1 105

time); season B

work, deed, thing done (m.) noun 114 | seed (sg. & coll.) :]jf .106

untranslatable particle strength; army; wealth '7*;3 .107

indicating volition (trad. N)™ 115

“please”); follows imv., coh., juss.

8.9 Exercises

After learning the forms of the gal imperative, gloss the clauses, parsing the verbs. Since the
imperative is always second person, you can simply label the PGN by gender and number (e.g., “ms”

or “fp”). N.B.: Not all verbal forms in these biblical quotations are imperative.

1 Kg 20.39

Ru 3.13; D until; WPZ morning

Gn 45.17; 7R your [7]- 2ms] brothers; Pharaoh, Joseph
Ex 20.15; 2J2 steal

Pr 5.7, 11 (see §8.6); "? to me; Jehoshaphat

1 Kgs 22.5; WA seek, search; 75?3 king of; @1 today;
227 word of

Pr 3.1; M2 my son (vocative); ’Djﬁﬂ my teaching,
oY forget

Ex 16.9; N7Y assembly of; ‘JD'? before, in the presence of

Dt 5.28; '71P the sound of; B2 737 your words

Ex8.21; SN NP callto, summon; ﬁD‘?go (2mp QVof‘:]LJH);
13T sacrifice; B3- your (2mp); Pharoah, Moses, Aaron
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11.8. Commands & Prohibitions 77
Dt 9.7; oY forget mownToR 5tk
Josh 9.6; WJ'? for [with] us gy el WJ'?'ij tigho) 1

2 Kgs 4.36; 9 R call to, summon; Gehazi, Shunamite ~ MPRIWTR RIP RN M58 Xop1 m

Hg 2.11; SR ask DTSR NIORY
Gn 27.43;" - my (lcs) "5p3 vy w2 ARy o
Dt 6.4; TR owr [1- 1ep] god; NN one SR I WOR I SR0wr uny p

8.10 Enrichment: Verbal Euphony in Poetry

The first eight lines of Psalm 100 contain seven commands: “Shout ...! Serve ..! Enter ...! Know ...!
Enter ...! Thank ...! Bless ...!” Even though Hebrew poetry does not use rhyme, the repeated PGN
affix 3- on the string of 2mp imperatives links this series of commands by both form and sound
(imperatives are italicized). Nearly every line in the psalm (after the title [1a]) begins with a word
ending in —u, and several (2a-b, 4a-b) end with a word that begins with the preposition -2 (with).
Read these lines aloud until you can begin to hear their repeated sounds. '

Shout to Yaww, all the earth; YW;:{TTT'?; ﬂ]ﬂ’? wNn 1b
Serve YuwH with joy; oA MMTIR 172D 2a
Come before him with a glad shout; 11372 '1‘@5 W2 2b
Know that Yaws is God. ..D5R X D w7 3a
Enter his gates with thanks, ” 7702 W’jSTJW W2 4a
His courts with praise, TT(?'UDE 1"117"13[1 4b
Thank him, T 4e
Bless his name; MY 1072 4d

Reading the Hebrew text reveals effects such as this aural repetition (which is invisible in English),
so that we can enjoy both what they said and how they said it.
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Lesson 9

NowmiNaL MobiricaTioN (I1T): THE CONSTRUCT

The English word “of” signals many relationships, including possession (“the sword of Goliath”),
relationship (“son of David”), and modification (“an altar of gold”). These can also be signalled by
the “possessive ‘s (“God’s kingdom”, “the scribe’s son”) or an adjective (“a golden altar”), or even by
juxtaposing two nouns (“a stone wall”).

Hebrew expresses these relationships with the construct chain, in which each word is “linked to”
the following word. Words are said to be in either the “construct” or “absolute” state. Nouns thus have
one of two states:* they are either “absolute” (from Latin, meaning “unconnected” or “independent”)
or “construct”. About one-third of all nouns in Biblical Hebrew occur in the construct state.

9.1 The construct Chain

To modify (in language) is to restrict. A major way to modify a word’s referent in English and
Hebrew is by means of the “of” relationship. Consider, for example, “the girl’s book”, “the author’s
book”, and “his book”. In each case the words before “book” restrict what “book” can refer to. In
order to show this relationship, Biblical Hebrew places two or more substantives side-by-side in a
sequence of words called a construct chain, in which each word is linked to the following word by
the “of” relationship:

‘|L9f3 N a father of a king or a king’s father
‘[‘DDU R the father of the king or the king’s father
‘[BDU N2 the daughter of the king or the king’s daughter
ﬂjﬁnU pd the document of the teaching/law
’('115'73 '['7?3 N2 the house of the king of the land
5&'1!27” '[5?3 M2 the house of the king of Israel

o otk WD

=

Each noun is in construct to the following word.

The order is not arbitrary, and may not be changed (e.g., #1 cannot mean “a father’s king”).

3. The last word in a construct chain is in the absolute state.” The vocabulary form of a noun
is also its form in the absolute.

4. A construct chain therefore consists of a series of words, each of which (except the last) is

modified by the rest of the series.

N

9.1.1 Forms

1. Masculine singular and feminine plural nouns have the same endings in both states. Femi-
nine singular and masculine plural nouns, however, have separate endings for absolute and
construct. The N- of the fem. construct singular and the Ni- of the plural replaces the 71- of
the singular; if the absolute ends in -, the absolute and construct singular endings are the

90. Unfortunately, the words “construct” and “absolute” can refer to a word’s function (i.e., “linked” or
“independent”) or its form (since the construct spelling of many words differs slightly from their absolute
[lexical] form). You will need to note which sense applies.

91. We shall note the single exception to this when we discuss pronominal suffixes (Lesson 14, below).
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Biblical Hebrew

same. The - of the masculine plural absolute drops off, and the form has sere instead of
hireq, as in the following table.%?

Singular Plural
Absolute Construct Absolute Construct
Masc. DI horse ODY0 horse of 0010 horses 00  horses of
Fem. oW mare NoW  mare of N0 mares N0  mares of

2. Even if the ending is the same (as in ms and fp), the vowels of words in construct often
differ from their lexical form, since the accent changes [lessens] slightly when a word is in

construct.
Singular Plural
Absolute Construct Absolute Construct
Masc. M2 house P2 house of D2 houses ‘N2 houses of
12 son 12 son of DM2 sons "2 sons of
.‘Itgx wife NUR  wife of D’W; wives Wl wives of
e N2 daughter h; daughter of nﬁ]; daughters nﬁJ;' daughters of

3. This does not apply to long internal vowels (cf. 212, above), i.e., those written with a mater
(which are thus called “unchangeably long”):

Singular Plural
Absolute Construct Absolute Construct
Masc. U'W man YW man of D’W;&_{ men WX men of
Fem. MY cty Y city of oy cities "y cities of

4. Three fairly common nouns form their construct singular by adding * - ("2 has the same

form in both states):

Singular Plural
Absolute Construct Absolute Construct
N father "R father of nﬁ:}T{ fathers NIaR  fathers of
At brother T(S brother of DX brothers ‘ﬂx brothers of
12 mouth ’D mouth of ‘
‘ﬁa fruit M8 fruit of

5. The construct singular of nouns with two vowels with either waw or yod between them
“collapses” or “simplifies” into a single long vowel (-awe- > -6-; and -ayi- > -é-):

Singular Plural
Absolute Construct Absolute Construct
D death NI death of
N2 house N2 house of D2 houses ‘N2 houses of

1Y eye; spring

Ty eye/spring of

DY eyes

Y eyes of

92. The following paradigms list the singular and plural forms for each word—regardless of the point
being illustrated—as they occur in Biblical Hebrew. If a form is not listed, it does not occur.
93. 7"V is the first part of the names of many water sources, e.g., *1371"Y (En-gedi) “Well of [the] Kid”.
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11.9. Nominal Modification (II1): The Construct 81

9.1.2 Syntax

1.

Although the form of a word often signals that it is in the construct, the primary signal of
a construct chain is an uninterrupted series of two or more substantives, the last of which is
often definite, being either an articular noun or proper name.*

D??_ﬂ!@'?} "229D the stars of the sky
'TWj 12 the son of David, David’s son
MM MY the cities of Judah, Judah’s cities
'H:Tai?$ .nﬁJQ the daughters of Zelophehad, Zelophehad’s daughters
:UIU r[;'f?:j the altar of gold, the golden altar

The definiteness of the last element in a construct chain determines the definiteness or
indefiniteness of every element in that chain. If the last element is definite, the entire chain
is definite; if it is indefinite, then the entire chain is indefinite. A substantive can be definite
because it is articular, or because it is a proper name, or because it is construct to another
word that is definite.

a man’s son UIN 12 W‘};U 12 the son of the man, the man’s son
houses of a city R A ! T N2 the houses of the city, the city’s houses
a king’s song Ton T WY the song of David, David’s song

On the other hand, some words in construct with a definite noun may be definite, but are
not exclusive. The phrase M N2V, an abomination of YuwH, for example, describes many
things in Scripture, none of which is “the [implicitly: only] abomination of YHWH”.

Nothing can come between words in a construct chain except the locative 17- without breaking
the chain. This includes prepositions and the conjunction 1, which can only be prefixed to the
first word in the chain. A

Articular words, proper names (and substantives with a pronominal suffix, below) cannot
occur within a chain. When they occur, the construct chain ends. Since they are all definite,
they make the entire chain definite. This means that the first noun in a construct chain
cannot have the article or be a proper name.”

Each word in a construct “belongs to” the next word. This is never reversed. D¥W7 2232
(the first example above) cannot mean “the sky of the stars”.

Most construct chains have either two or three parts (as above), but construct chains can
[rarely] have as many as six elements (six-element chains are extremely rare®). In these
examples, English words linked by dashes represent a single Hebrew form:

BNUW" N2 N BUP'BQ *355 in-the-presence-of all-[of] the-assembly-of the-congregation-

of the-sons-of Israel (Nu 14.5) [six elements]

BN AR PrEEn~53-581  and-to all-[of] the-clan-of the-household-of the-father-of his-
ST T T T mother (Jg 9.1) [six elements]
Dm";g nha P@'f; n-_ﬁ:;;'L);L_) for-all-[of] the-labour-of the-tabernacle-of the-house-of God
(1 Ch 6.33; cf. 1 Ch 28.13, 20) [five elements]

3523 s mpon the-number-of the-days-of the-life-of his-vanity [his vain life]
T T (Qo6.12) [five elements]

94. Or a noun with a pronominal suffix (Lesson 14).
95. The apparent exception to this, the phrase ﬁ'lN:B MM (traditionally rendered “Lorb of hosts” but

now “Soverelgn Lorp” [NIV] or the like), may be probably more apparent than real. It occurs fifteen times
in the form mx:s i N M, “YanweH, God of hosts” (e.g., 2 Sam 5.10; 1 Kgs 19.10, 14; Ps 89.9), which
may suggest that mx:s MM is a shortened form of the same phrase. It also occurs six times as
MINDE DTN MY (Ps 59.6; 80.5, 20; 84.9; MINIY O ON occurs twice [Ps 80.8, 151). M may not, there-
fore, - be in construct to mx:g but rather in app051t10n to an implicit [culturally understood] mx:s 1 X.On
the other hand, however, MIN2Y may be a true exception.

96.

In Nu 14.5, the form ’355 is a compound preposition the second element of which is "B, face, pres-

ence; in Jg 9.1, the last form is compounded from BX, mother, and -, his.
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9.1.3 Function

Construct chains are functionally attributive—they modify a word by limiting its range to the “of”
term. “Brother”, for example, could refer to many males; “brother of David” limits the potential
referents to seven. This modification often shows possession, but it can also carry any of several
nuances, such as those identified for “of” in English, or the genitive in Greek or German.

Construct chains have three primary functions: objective, subjective, or adjectival. For example,
“the love of God” can refer to one’s love for God (“God” is the object of the love) or God’s love
for someone/thing (“God is the subject of the love); “the word of YHwWH”, on the other hand, refers
consistently to a message from YHwH (Yhwh is the source of the message).

Possession—a common function of the construct—is an example of the subjective function, so
that “Goliath’s sword” refers to “the sword that Goliath has (had/owns/uses/etc.)”. The following
list of functions of the construct is not meant to suggest that the biblical authors chose to use a
particular “type” of construct (any more than we think about “which” function of “of” we are using).
It merely illustrates the types of relationships that the construct can indicate.

Since the entire chain cumulatively modifies the first word, only the first word in a construct
chain can be the subject, object, or indirect object of a clause, or the object of a preposition. This will
become increasingly clear as you read more Hebrew.

1. Possession. The item named by the first word belongs to the second.

n:5JT aan Goliath’s sword or the sword of Goliath (1 Sa 21.10)
ﬂD5W X0D>  Solomon’s throne or the throne of Solomon
2. Attribution. The second word modifies the first, and is often glossed like an adjective. This
type of construct chain often has a pronominal suffix (Lesson 14) on the final word (the " -
in Ps 2.6).
ama nam the gold altar or the altar of gold (Nu 4.11)

’W'TE A my holy mountain or the mountain of my holiness (Ps 2.6)
3. Relationship. The construct chain describes people who are related to one another.

‘['7?3'11; a king’s daughter; a daughter of a king (2 Kg 9.34)
W32 "2R  Canaan’s father; the father of Canaan (Gn 9.18)

4. Definition. Generic terms are often defined more closely by a proper name:

n7em™m the river Euphrates (Gn 15.18)
WD YOR theland of Canaan (Gn 17.8)

5. The noun 53—“all, every, each” is in construct to the noun that it modifies. Its construct
form is '7; (with or without maggef):

’r‘ﬁtstl m_:-b; all the people of the land (2 Kgs 11.20)
Naz7 ’j@?ﬂ "['7?3{1 ‘J:"?D'? to all the king’s sons and to the leaders of the army (1 Kg 1.25)

9.2 The “Possessive” lamed

13

A construct chain is either entirely definite (“¢he servant of the king”, “the city of David”) or entirely
indefinite (“a servant of a king”). To show possession when the owner is specific but the thing
possessed is not (“a servant of the king”, “a prophet of Yuwn”), Hebrew prefixes the preposition 5
(cf. §7.1) to the “owner”. The context determines whether the construction is a phrase “a X of Y”
(“Y’s X”) or clause (“Y has/had an X”). This often implies that a person had more than one prophet,

psalm, &c.
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a prophet of Yuwr (1 Kgs 18.22)

a psalm of David (e.g., Ps 3.1)

Now Rebeccah had a brother (Gn 24.29)

Now Naomi had a relative by [or of | her husband (Ru 2.1)

9.3 Concepts

absolute attributive; attribution = modification; to modify possessive state
adjectival  construct (chain) objective relationship subjective
9.4 Vocabulary
love, like; desire (cf. Amnon,

prophet hjpmb] 125 9 Sam 13) minh] .116
inheritance, property TI'?I_'Q .126 | (f.) mother; ancestress [mb 117
young man®’ "WYY 127 | gather, take in ToN 118
guilt, trespass, sin ]13;98 .128 | chest, box; ark (of the covenant) ]ﬁg 119
inward part JWP 199 garment, clothing 'TJ: 120
inside, within :\.WP: ' morning "1P: 121
foot, leg 5:'7 .130 | glory, honor, wealth ‘ﬁ::T-) 122
peace, health, welfare by 131 | camp, army tnplgte 123
i(lazsviiing, instruction (trad., ﬂjﬁn 139 | messenger (a:;:{%?;’ Malachi, '[?5"7?_3 194

“my messenger”); angel

Gloss these phrases and clauses, parsing the verbal forms, and identifying any construct chains.

9.5 Exercises

Use the “rules” for glossing the construct (Lesson 5):

1. Words in construct are indicated by ‘-of” as the last element in their English word-group.
2. All elements of a construct are visually linked by em-dashes (i.e., the-house-of the-king).
3. Words that are construct to a definite form are represented with the definite article “the”.

97. This word can focus on age (“youth”, “young man”), especially when opposed to “elder” or “aged” (e.g.,
Ex 10.9; Dt 28.50; Josh 6.21; 1 Sam 17.33,42; 2 Kgs 4.29 ... 35; Is 3.5; Est 3.13), but can also reflect social
standing; for example, it identifies an especially trusted or personal servant, such as one who accompanies his
master on an errand or journey (e.g., Gn 22.3,5,12,19; Ex 33.11; Jg 7.10; 9.54; 19.3,9 ..., 19 [N.B.: distinguished
from other (previously unmentioned) servants!]; 1 Sam 14.1,6; 16.18; 20.21,35 ...;25.5,8 ...; 2 Kgs 4.19,22,24,25;
5.20; 6.15,17; Ru 2.5,6; Est 2.2; 6.3,5), to an heir (e.g., Gn 25.27; 34.19; 37.2; 41.12; 2 Sam 18.5,12 ...),
or a young man who is in some way “special” (e.g., Jg 13.5,7,8 ...; 17.7,11 ...; 1 Sam 1.22,24 ...;2.11,13 ...; 3.1,8;
4.21;9.3,5 ...; 16.11; 1 Kgs 11.28; 1 Chr 12.28). Some occurrences, by modifying it with “small” or “little” seem
to encompass both (e.g., Jg 8.20; 1 Sam 20.35; 1 Kgs 3.7 (cf. 1 Ch 22.5; 29.1); 2 Kgs 5.14). The narrative some-
times includes the age of the Y] (e.g., Gn 37.2 (17 years) ; 2 Chr 34.3 (16 years; cf. 34.1)). Calling someone a

9032 thus often implies that he is a person of rank or relative importance.

98. The Masoretes pointed this word with what looks like two consecutive vowels. It is pronounced,

however, as though a waw preceded the holem: “a - won (i.e., according to its theoretical spelling: ﬁﬂj).
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You now have a large enough Hebrew vocabulary that you will begin to find it helpful to group and
learn words by their semantic domain—their shared “area of reference”. Here are few examples,

Josh 10.6; Gibeon, Joshua

Ex 10.7; "9 0 him

Gn 46.19; Rachel, Jacob, Joseph, Benjamin
Ex 24.8; 137 here is; Moses

1 Kgs 14.19; 70" rest of; QY312 are written; note the
possessive 5 near the end; Jeroboam, Israel

Ex 6.25; ﬂ'f-_??ﬁ these lare]; 5 according to; (name);
Q. - their (3 mp); Levites

2 Kgs 14.16; le?f his fathers; 1321 and he was
buried; M2 his son; AR in his place; Jehoash,

Samaria, Jeroboam

Josh 13:23; %11 and it was (3 ms Q Pr, 11%17); Reuben,
Jordan

Gn 16.7; X¥1 find; Hagar
1 Sam 4.4; BY people; 7'15(27 to Shiloh;
'-1&{277] and they took; D@ there (+112)

Nu 3.21; 877 9N these [are]; Gershonites

MMTOR DYIMOR 133 Wk MHUn
. TOR YTD T2y TNy b

Y AR 2P MUR Oma N2 e
n™M27ET M T MR d

Q2N QU7 "M2T M e
SRmr 2o5nb omen 027 "oohy

:opnewn’ oMbn Nian wsa by f

TIRY2 N2PM TRARTOY WRIT 22U 8
STRMA B2 B2 Tont SN w25n oy

1777 127 32 53 b

TN I TNOR KR
aElR=-hiarl
NINIS MMM 1R DR DU DM

MIUIN ANeYR o APR k

9.6 Enrichment: Semantic Clusters

taken from the vocabulary in Lessons 2—9 (numbers are the number of the lesson):
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Human relationships (family) Human relationships/roles (society)
father; male ancestor W 2 | lord, master '[ﬁkﬁ 4
brother, male relative I'[}T{ 3 | humanity, humankind, man; Adam Djzs 3
man, husband; each U 2 | enemy 2R 6
(f.) mother; ancestress oN 9 | people [groupl, nation, folk 3
woman, wife ﬂfg}_{ 2 | priest ]HD 2
women, wives D’W; king, monarch ‘|‘7f3 2
son, male descendant 12 2 | messenger; angel -[§5r_3 9
daughter, female descendant P2 6 |rule, reign '7@?; 5
daughters nﬁ]; servant, slave 'ID.SJ 2
clan, extended family HU;WD 3 | official, leader, ruler th 5
Parts/Aspects of the Body/Person Terms that Refer to Deity
heart 3;'7 35 9 | (my) [divine] Lord, Master ’Jj'Tks 4
(f.) life, self WDl 2 | god, God o
eye [water-source, well] ]‘S_J 3 | gods, God D"T'TB&
face, presence mip} 3 | YuwH (proper name) mm 4
head, top, peak YRS 4 | Yah (proper name) mom
voice, sound 51P 5
(f.) breath, wind, spirit 719 5
(IT) nose, nostril; anger (n.) ﬂ}_{ 6
foot, leg '73'1 9

Seeing how terms are related to each other will help you remember their gloss(es), since you will
learn them according to their semantic function, rather than merely in isolation. As you learn
more words, a semantic “map”—cross-referenced lists or diagrams that link words by function or
reference—will also help you realize the [sometimes slight] differences between apparent syno-
nyms, although this often comes only by studying the occurrences of a pair (or set) of closely related

words to see how each one is used.
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Lesson 10

THE PERFECT (QATAL, SUFFIX CONJUGATION)

The imperfect primarily refers to the present or future, and the preterite explicitly narrates series
of events. Both are “prefix” conjugations. The other main verbal paradigm of Biblical Hebrew, the
“perfect”, has an extremely broad set of functions that are both temporal—ranging from pluperfect
(in, e.g., narrative flashbacks) to simple past, present, and even future—and volitional (especially
as imperative). The main distinction in form between the imperfect and preterite, on the one hand,
and the perfect, on the other, is that the perfect uses a unique set of PGN affixes—all of which are
suffixes (hence “suffix conjugation”)—to refer to the person, gender, and number of its subject. Its
other name, qatal, reflects the 3ms qal perfect of 5&;‘9, “kill”, a common paradigm verb.

The perfect is the most frequent conjugation in Biblical Hebrew. More than one-quarter (28%)
of all biblical verbs are perfects.

10.1 Form

The perfect® uses suffixes to agree with the person, gender, and number [PGN] of its subject.

Person Gender Singular Plural
1st Common m- 1 1 - we
ond Masc. Q - you Dﬁ - Jou

Fem. n - n -
Masc. --- helit
8rd Fem. m_- shelit 1 - they

1. The 3ms perfect has no ending; it is the lexical (or “vocabulary”) form of the verb.

Second person endings all consist of 1N+ vowel point, as does 1cs.

3. The Sewa of the 2fs perfect ending is silent; this is the only time that a Hebrew word ends

with two consonants (see “Dages, Sewa, & Syllables”, Lesson 3): DBWD =~ masalt.

The 3fs (77_-) and 3cp (1-) endings consist of a vowel.

The 2mp (2-) and 2fp (JN-) endings consist of a closed syllable.

The third person plural (“they”) is called “common” (as are both first person forms) because

the same suffix (3-) is used for subjects of either gender.

7. These endings are used throughout the perfect of all verbs (the only difference is the loss of
dages lene in the P-endings of some forms of the verb), and so must be memorized.

N

o oul

99. The perfect is also called “qatal” (= 3ms gal perfect of the traditional paradigm verb) or “suffix
conjugation”.
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10.2 The Qal Perfect

Person Gender Singular Plural
1st Common *n'jtém I ruled qufg’n We ruled
Masc. bl -by
2nd DBW? You ruled Dﬂ%@?ﬁ You ruled
Fem. nou 10
Masc. Sun  He ruled .
3rd o 15&7?9 They ruled

Fem. n'jujr; She ruled

The slight vocalic differences under the radicals of the verbal root reflect the nature of the
ending (whether an open or closed syllable or a vowel) and are fairly consistent throughout the
entire verbal system, not just the qal perfect. You do not need to memorize these guidelines, but
they may help you find your way around the verbal paradigms.

1.

If the PGN ending begins with a consonant (all except the third person forms), there is silent
Sewa after the third radical (i.e., before the ending), and the second radical’s vowel is patah
(-4-).

If the ending is a closed syllable (2mp, 2fp), the second radical has patah, and the vowel
after the first radical is a half-vowel (Sewa [-2]).

If the ending is a vowel (3fs, 3cp), the second radical has vocal sewa (-U-).

If the ending is a closed syllable (2mp, 2fp) or vowel (3fs, 3cp), it is accented; otherwise, the
accent falls on the antepenultimate [next-to-last] syllable. This is part of the reason for the
variations in the vowels within the verbal root.

The perfect may describe a simple past event (“I ruled”), ingression (“He began/came to
rule”), or ongoing action (“She was ruling”).

‘noun  ma. dal i WSWR  ma sal na
lj'ﬁrgjr; ma - $al - ta DDL}@@ me . Sal . tem
nown  ma - falt Woun  me sal - ten
Sun ma - sal o ma- s la
noun  ma. s la '

10.2.1 Stative Verbs

Some verbs have either sere or holem after the second radical in the 3ms qal perfect (the lexical
form). The rest of their forms are like 5. These verbs describe a state or condition, and are called
“stative” verbs (Lesson 15). The most common stative verbs in Biblical Hebrew are:

Pt

|3
ahi
X130
723

belcome] large, great N'??g belcome] full

be[come] old W‘!E belcome] holy, set apart, reserved

be[come] ceremonially clean, pure, acceptable :ﬁE belcome] near, close

be[come] ceremonially unclean, impure Pﬂ? be[come] distant, far

belcome] heavy, important; wealthy D'?!TD belcome] whole, complete, healthy, at peace

10.2.2 ITI-R Verbs

Verbs that end in X (ITI-X verbs) look slightly different because “syllable-final” X becomes silent
and cannot close the syllable (§6.2). Their forms differ from those of 5uin (above) and other strong
verbs in three ways.

PUTNAM Book.indb 88

7/9/10 2:49:01 PM
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1. They lack silent sewa after the X, which functions as a reminder of historical spelling
(cf. the now-silent e in English, which was pronounced in Chaucer’s day).

2. Since the second syllable is thus open, they have qames after the second radical rather than
patah (§22).

3. Since the games after the second radical therefore precedes the ending, the N of the second
person endings lacks dages lene (and 2fs lacks the final silent Sewa).

Person Gender Singular Plural
1st Common ‘RS I found NNRSY  We found
Masc. )
2nd N3 You found BN You found
Pem. FRSD s
Masc. N3 He/lt found
3rd T INSD They found

Fem. TINS  She/lt found

4. In most other III-guttural verbal roots, 2fs gal perfect has two patahs (note the accent).

nU%W $a-la-hat yousent nPYAY $a-ma.‘at you heard

10.3 Function (HBI §2.2.1)

The function of the perfect is heavily contextual. It depends primarily on the genre or literary type
of the discourse within which it occurs. Its function also reflects the content of its clause and its
relationship to the surrounding context, as well as the action or state described by the verbal root
itself. A primary factor in its temporal and modal function is syntactical—whether or not it occurs
with the prefixed waw (-1).'

1. Without the conjunction, the perfect nearly always refers to the past in narrative—either the
simple past (“he saw”), continual past (“he was seeing”), perfect (“he has seen”) or pluperfect
(“he had seen”). The function is controlled by the context. In narrative, the perfect tends
to be preceded by another word, either a subordinating conjunction such as "2, the relative
(AWR), or, in a disjunctive clause (§6.6, and below), by its subject, object (Gn 42.4), preposi-
tional phrase (2 Sam 5.5), or a negative (R5).

D"_ﬂrmﬁ’m ﬂ'H.‘[?"'?I_J '['??3 ]‘m;n; In Hebron ke reigned over Judah ..., and in Jerusalem e
! oL gxﬁlfﬁ’ﬁb L;y .[5?3 reigned over all Israel and Judah (2 Sam 5.5).

DPSJZ T'T"_?@"N"‘? r]pjw IR TRN2TINY (Joseph’s brothers went down [preterite] ...), but Benjamin,
) ) ) o Joseph’s brother, Jacob did not send ... (Gn 42.4)

o™N”na YRy T Now Hadad heard in Egypt that David slept with his fathers
LT ST T ...(1Kgs 11.21
TRINDY T 25WD (1 Kgs 11.21)

This function of the perfect is especially common in disjunctive clauses (§6.6, §6.10), which
describe events that happened alongside or before the preceding preterite (a flashback),
contrast or compare two events (Gn 1.5), or inject a non-event (i.e., with a negative) into a
string of preterites (Jg 11.17).

o 11&5 D’ﬂ%& NP7 God called [preterite] the light “Day”, and the darkness he
T'Tg’s &WP“ ‘[IL;HB'I called [perfect] “Night” (Gn 1.5).

MR ‘ijfﬁ’ 2 Mt }{51 but the sons of Israel did not remember YHwH ... (Jg 8.34)

b b ‘[‘7?3"7& oooxbn bnape mbuy Israel sent [preterite] messengers to the king of Edom, ...
corr Dﬁl!k;{ ,[17?37 Uy KO but the king of Edom did not listen, and also to the king of

) ) ) : Moab [they] sent, but he did not agree (Jg 11.17).
maN XD MY ani Tono Bx

100. This discussion refers primarily to narrative and instructional biblical prose.
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The disjunctive clause shows that the event that it describes is not necessarily the next
event in the story. Its relationship to the storyline (simultaneous, overlapping, antecedent
[flashback], proleptic, etc.) must be determined by the relationship of its content to its
cotext.!®* This is an especially common function of the perfect in biblical narrative.

This does not mean that events described in disjunctive clauses are insignificant or less
important, but rather that they stand outside the main sequence (often like a “by the way”
comment in English), telling the reader something that he or she either will need to know in
order to fully understand something that is going to be described in the narrative.

From another perspective, non-events (irrealis) are often just as important as events, so
that we should always ask why the narrator is telling us that this or that didn’t happen.

2. Stative verbs (§15.1) may describe either a past or present state, condition, or situation in the
perfect, including verbs that describe an emotion, thought, perception, or condition. Their
function is determined by the syntax and context; 2 Sam 7.22 is a direct quotation; Dt 34.9
is a disjunctive clause.

MM 9N P57 You are great, Lord Yaws (2 Sam 7.22)
RS 119 N'??TJ 1M72 YU Now Joshua ben Nun was full of a spirit of wisdom (Dt 34.9)

3. Any perfect with a prefixed -1 begins a clause, and is often followed by its subject or object.
This tends to occur in direct quotations (within either narrative or prophecy), where the
perfect tends to refer to the present or future, and may function as a series of instructions
(Lv 3.8), predictions, or commands (Ru 3.2). Again, the nuance depends heavily upon the
literary genre and immediate context.

W&ﬁ"?}_] J7MR 101 He shall lean his hand on [its] head, ...
ﬁn'& L’)Ugh: and slaughter it ..., and the sons of Aaron
TN TN 2 PN shall sprinkle its blood (Lv 3.8).
'["'?S'J '[’D'??JW WY MO0 NEMT1 Wash, perfume yourself, put on your robe,
1737 P72 and go down to the threshing floor (Ru 3.2)

‘q‘p::ﬁ'm_{ Q;;tg'j ™ nx'?f;j *>  When your days are full [complete], and you
T ) ' o lie down with your fathers, ... (2 Sam 7.12).

The predicate of a disjunctive clause that interrupts a sequence of waw + perfect clauses
may be imperfect or imperative. This often happens within a series of instructional or imper-
atival w+perfects, and reflects the non-instructional line of the disjunctive clause.

QM3 Yo 1"IIo 13791 And its inner part and legs he shall [must] wash with water (Lv 1.9)
And the fire of the altar shall [must] be kept burning on it (Liv 6.2

12 _TEWFI nﬂTDU W?ﬂ [ET 6.9]1%2)

10.4 The Imperfect, Preterite, & Perfect

As this chart suggests, a verb’s conjugation in Biblical Hebrew narrative is primarily related to the
function of its clause within a particular genre, and the relationship of the contents of the clause
to the main line of that genre. These are not absolute rules: for example, an imperfect may begin a
prophetic discourse, as may a participle (not listed), a perfect may introduce a series of preterites, &c.
Within direct quotations, any verbal conjugation may be used.

101. The terms “context” and “cotext” are often distinguished. “Cotext” refers to the surrounding words,
and “context” to the entire sociological and conceptual “world” within which the discourse occurs (“context” in
this sense can also be called the “universe of discourse”).

102. This nomenclature is the normal way of indicating different verse numberings between the Hebrew
and English text (ET); it means that Leviticus 6.2 in the Hebrew text is 6.9 in the English Bible (Leviticus 6.1
in Hebrew is 6.8 in the English text).

PUTNAM Book.indb 90 7/9/10 2:49:03 PM



11.10. The Perfect (Qatal, Suffix Conjugation) 91

Conjugational Primary Primary Function Subject
Functions Temporal Main “Added” information person
Reference “storyline” (disjunctive clauses) gender number
preterite past narrative
waw + perfect present-future-modal instruction
prophecy any
perfect past narrative
imperfect present-future-modal instruction prophecy
cohortative commands 1st only
imperative future (used in direct quotations) 2nd only
jussive 3rd only
10.5 Concepts
antecedent cotext genre perfect qatal
content disjunctive clause instructional material performative stative verb
context flashback narrative proleptic suffix conjugation
10.6 Vocabulary
tribe; rod, staff (m.)1% R 141 | perish JaR 133
people [group], nation ay 142 |ear ]Tx 134
text, document;*** writing(s) 15@ 143 | cattle; animals TT?TQ 12 135
friend, companion U7 144 | master, owner, husband, Baal 55_]; .136
lip, language; edge, shore mnt 145 herd (large cattle, such as donkeys, camels, 3 137
T cows, horses) T
tribe; rod, staff Y 146 be, become (often 5 introduces the result), . 138
e happen, occur T
swear [an oath] (N only) ;J;tg 147 | palm of hand, sole of foot > 139
Jjudge (vb.) boy 148 | commandlment], order s 140

103. The noun M1 refers to a tribe slightly more frequently (196/248 = 79%) than MZW (143/193 = 74%).
1181 is more common in Ex & Nu, whereas EZW is distributed more widely and evenly, as this table shows
(statistics are for these books, not total occurrences):

nen By
staff  tribe " other stdff tribe
Ex 20 6 26 4 1 3
Nu 5 103 108 8 1 7
Dt 19 19
Jg 16 1 15
Sam 2 2 18 3 15
Kgs 2 2| 13 13
Pss 1 1 2 11 9 2
Pr 8 8

104. “Book”—the traditional gloss for 790 —is misleading; codices, the forerunners of bound volumes—
“books” as we think of them—were not used until the second century ce. A 929 could be written on nearly any
material (e.g., a broken piece (sherd) of pottery (writing makes it an ostracon), a piece of papyrus or parch-
ment, a clay tablet). The noun TTL;)J?J (related to the verb 55:, “to roll”) refers explicitly to a “scroll”, although it
is relatively infrequent in Biblical Hebrew (21x) compared to 20 (185x).
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10.7 Exercises

After learning the PGN subject endings of the perfect, parse and gloss (using the simple past) these

forms.
2PN i PR3 e IR 2
np J wer £ Xgmm b
JLR=R N w8 RO -c
woy 73m h xopm - d
1 Kgs 2.12; ROD seat, throne; "IN his father; IR T ROy 2w mEbY  a
Solomon, David
Dt 28.47; - your (2 ms); MR joy, rejoicing, pintaliel Tﬂ")x mmTAR m:m'x‘a b
happiness
2 Sam 19.12; David, Zadok, Abiathar MANTORY PITETOR MRY T Ionm o
Jg 6.10;" - my (lcs); '71?3 UMY listen to the voice of ’51?3 =l ghijali NL?W d
(obey) ...
Ps 47.9 (each line is a clause); 1P his [- 3ms] Doy R o e
holiness TP NoDDY 2 oo
2 Chr 21.12; J- your (2ms); Jehoshaphat; Asa TN BRI 5772 oSS f
TR KON 271
2 Sam 22.22; *D for, that, because; YU be wicked; i 297 ’ﬂﬂ?_ﬂ(y BB 4
. . et Y L ; ; q
act wickedly; here 112 against;®_- my ’:T‘?&?J nYY x‘:w
Ne 1.7; Ph statute, rule, regulation D’P?:IU'NS? DBDU'D{{ 1]7?_3@"&"71{ .h
Ex 2.20; P32 his [1- 3ms] daughters; T T Why?  WWNRITTR 102 1 b »oiatox e i
Ps 119.55; - your (2ms); T (vocative); ignore the mm oY A sy
final i1 - on TR SR IR
Dt 6.5; - your (2ms); 'TR?; strength, might, power "[3;5'5?3 TT‘I%R MM DR P3N k
IR R oo
Dt 31.12; 195 so that, in order that; T learn; R’ 5 wnby wawr web

fear; B2- your (2mp); W here be careful, mfﬂl_.]‘_? to
do; by doing

DOVIOR IR WM
RT TIRA M27700TAR NIy T

10.8 Enrichment: The Perfect as Performative?

A possible function of the perfect not mentioned in the lesson, is the perfect as performative.
A performative is a verb that accomplishes or realizes the act that it describes, so that to say, e.g.,
“I promise that ...” is to make the promise—no further action is required (cf., e.g., “I declare ...”,
“Tannounce ...”, “I claim ...”). A crude test of a performative is whether or not the word “hereby” can
be inserted into the statement, as well as such functional tests as whether or not the speaker has

the authority to accomplish the act that he or she is naming.
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A common example of a performative in the prophetic literature is the formula “Thus says YawH”
(M MR 713), so that although MR is 3ms qal perfect, it refers to the following quotation, rather
than to a past speech.

The performative function may also explain statements with a perfect as predicate, especially
divine pronouncements, such as the promise of the land to Abram [sic]:

DRI YORTTOR R0 ‘[SJWE"J To your seed I [hereby] give this land (Gn 15.18)

Why does this statement use the perfect, since the former promises (Gn 12.7; 13.15, 17), use the
imperfect to refer to a clearly future event (Abram does not yet have any heirs to whom the land
might be given)? One explanation is that the performative function is better suited to the divine
self-malediction in the covenantal ratification ceremony (Gn 15.17).

In Gn 17.5, two verbal clauses—with a imperfect (X72?) and waw + perfect (7?717)—referring to
the future, precede a perfect (5'103). The content and context of the divine promise suggest that
this is a performative, especially since Abram [now Abraham] was not yet a “multitude of nations”,
and would not even be a father for some time (the verse is divided into clauses).

migieh 'IDW'NN Ty NWE"N51 “And your name shall no longer be called ‘Abram’,
DI72R AW MM but your name shall be ‘Abraham’,

because I [hereby] make you a father of a multitude

SO0 RN TWITAR YD e ations” (Gn 17.5).

The possibility of performative functions here and in other places again cautions us against
assuming a simple relationship or equation between verbal conjugations—or verbal function—in
Biblical Hebrew and other languages.
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Lesson 11

Nowminar. MobiricaTioN (IV)

Biblical Hebrew uses prepositions to show a noun’s syntagmatic function (Lesson 7). It limits or
modifies the range of a noun’s reference by means of the article (§4.3), construct chain (Lesson 9),
relative particle TR (§11.2), or adjectives (cf. the examples in §4.3).

11.1 Adjectives
11.1.1 Form

Adjectives in Hebrew use the same endings as the noun. The lexical form of the adjective is mascu-
line singular. The endings are added to the lexical form, unless it ends in 17 _-, in which case the
gender-number endings replace 1_- (e.g., 12}). Endings often affect the word’s vocalization.

Gender Singular Plural

Masc. 2% o
. . good

Fem. TTTJWD jghimili)

Masc. 51'{; D"?"Tq

Fem. .‘l‘?ﬁﬂ_ mfj-_u large, great

Masc. mi=N o .
T ot handsome, attractive;

Fem. e ﬂﬁD: beautiful

Adjectives use the endings that agree with the grammatical gender of the word that they modify, so
that their endings do not always match the ending of the noun that they modify. This is especially
true for feminine nouns that do not end in M-, N-, or Ni- (plural). When an adjective modifies a
collective noun (e.g., |NY), it may agree with its grammatical number (and be singular), or with the
noun’s collective sense (and be plural).

DY MWK @ beautiful woman Both nouns have the form (ending) associated
o :ﬁrﬂ TD’OTHO good horses with their genders, so the adjectives and
' ’ nouns have the same endings.
nﬁ%ﬁﬂ: o™y great cities All three nouns are feminine (despite their
TP M a strong hand form); so the adjectives have the feminine
N oW beautiful women ending.

Both adjectives agree with the noun, one
‘ with its grammatical number, the second
D‘:bﬂﬂ [=bp) the people who walk (Is 9.1)  with its collective sense.

57"{% BY agreat people [nation]

11.1.2 Function

Adjectives in Biblical Hebrew have three functions, which are indicated by 1) whether or not
the adjective and its substantive agree in definiteness; 2) the word order of the adjective and
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substantive; and 3) the immediate syntax. The three functions may be called attributive, predicate,
and substantive.

1.

105.

An attributive adjective and its noun agree in definiteness—both are either definite or
indefinite—and form a noun phrase, like an adjective in English:

L)ﬁaj ']L)DU the great king
miyn 733 57rj3 ... with a very heavy [i.e., lavish] retinue (1 Kg 10.2)

A predicate (or “verbal”) adjective and its noun form a non-verbal clause, glossed using a form of “to
be”.1% The adjective is usually indefinite, the noun definite, but both may be indefinite, especially
in poetry. The adjective, which predicates something about the noun, may precede or follow it.

>3 T
1287 51
Rt 2%  The word is good (1 Kgs 2.38).
Y'Rf; ZSTJjU 7;; 2 for the famine was heavy [i.e., harsh, severe] in the land (Gn 12.10).
TPy e W’{{";j‘j"?; All a man’s ways are clean in his eyes (Pr 16.2).

The king is [was] great.

When there is an adjective but no noun, the adjective “becomes” a noun—it is substantive (or
“nominal”), and may function as a noun or as a relative clause. Indefinite substantive adjectives occur
much more frequently in poetry than prose. Some adjectives occur so frequently as substantives that
they can be considered nouns (e.g., more than 90% of the occurrences of |71, “old”, are substantive,

oT

hence the gloss “elder”). An adjective in a construct chain is always substantive (Pr 15.28; Ex 12.21).

5"1313 the great one/man; he [onel who is great
The heart of the righteous ponders in order to answer (Pr 15.28);
this could also be attributive: “A righteous heart ...”

5&?!&7’ ’J_PT"?;'? U2 NIPM Moses summoned all of the elders of Israel ... (Ex 12.21)

PS> mm prIs 25

When both noun and adjective are indefinite (as is fairly common in poetry), the adjective’s
function must be determined from its context. For example, when the modified noun is the
subject or object of a clause or sentence (“The great king went to war”), or object of a prepo-
sition (“for the great king”), then the adjective is attributive. When the noun and adjective
form their own clause (“The king is great”), the adjective is predicate.

Adjective with Noun
Indefinite Noun Definite Noun
. 7% 210 Tonn 2
Predicate =29t -[l,?: - h
A king is good.1% € fang 1s good.
Attributive n3w ﬂ;'??_ﬂ niend ﬂ;?@.‘j
a good queen'®’ the good queen

(73 73

It may seem that we are adding “is”, “was”, &c. to the text. Not so. The predicate translation renders

the Hebrew text according to the requirements of English syntax and grammar. Some translations (e.g., KJV,
NKJV, NAS) italicize words to show that there is no form in the Hebrew text that directly corresponds to that
English term. It is unfortunate that this practice gives the appearance of “adding to” to the text.

106. When an anarthrous adjective follows an indefinite noun, the context—the clausal syntax—determines

whether the adjective is predicate or attributive. Hence 21 ']'7?3 could be either a good king or a king is good.
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Adjective without Noun

Indefinite Noun Definite Noun
29 2%
a good one/person/man the good one/person/man
. he who is good / whoever is good / [the/any] one who is good
Substantive
T ahimbihyt
a good woman the good women
she who is good the women who are good

5. English adds “-er” to an adjective to show comparison (“taller”, “holier”) or uses the adverb
“more” (“more wise”, “more sure”). There is no comparative form in Biblical Hebrew, which
compares two things by using the preposition ] to introduce the thing to which something is
being compared (the word introduced by “than” in English comparison). Comparative adjec-
tives are always predicate.

'T’JW?J =k L}‘m O:J:ﬂ ... but a fool’s wrath is heavier than both (Pr 27.3)
bl o) WIRD {Dﬁ 21 ... and a poor [man] is better than a man of a lie [liar] (Pr 19.22)
D"I'?&'I 5:?3 mm '71‘11 YuwH is greater than all gods. (Ex 18.11)
13?_??; NI PU:I > ... for [they—i.e., the people] are stronger than we (Nu 13.31)

6. The “comparative min” also occurs with stative verbs, where the subject of the verb is
compared to someone/thing else (1 Kgs 10.23).

7ORT ";J‘??_: 5::?: n?j'jtzj '['7?3U Bj]ﬂ] And King Solomon became greater than all
‘ ‘ o ‘ the kings of the land ... (1 Kgs 10.23)

7. The word 55 all, is a noun in Hebrew; it therefore does not agree with the noun that it modi-
fies, but usually occurs in construct with it as '73 all of , each of, every ... (more than 4000x).
With pronominal suffixes (Lesson 14) it is ertten 52 (c. 200x).18 When it [occasionally]
occurs with the article, it refers to “everything” (i.e., “the whole [thing]”; 2 Sa 19.31; cf. Lv
1.9, 13; more than one-quarter of the occurrences of 537_1 are in Ec).

DRt 'ﬁﬂﬁ‘[ L)DD according to all [of] this teaching/instruction (Dt 4.8)
RON 727 '7: Rl Now the rest of all [of] the words of Asa (1 Kgs 15.23)
1'73 am nﬁm a lampstand entirely [all of it] of gold (Zc 4.2)
757758 MYa'Dn MR And Mephiboshet said to the king,
mp? '7:'1 PR 01 “Let him just take everything ...” (2 Sa 19.31).

8. The word 'YN?;, very, much, can strengthen adjectives and verbs, and so is often called an
“adverb”. 'IR?; is not inflected for gender or number. It comes at the end of the phrase or clause,
following the word that it modifies. [N.B.: ‘!R?; is strengthened by repetition (Nu 14.7).]

'I&?; =R TSN Jﬁl? ... the word is very near to you (Dt 30.14)
:1'&?; 1&?:3 TOND n;ﬁw The land is very, very good (Nu 14.7)
TIRR NI 72 ... she was very beautiful (Gn 12.14).
TR ‘ N2 WX ... avery fat man (Jg 3.17).

9. Adjectives follow construct chains; they do not interrupt them.

593 mym npn S all of the great work of Yawn (Dt 11.7 || Jg 2.7)
D‘J_“}U:::U T 0T .‘T%}}“{j These are the last words of David (2 Sam 23.1)

108. The “x” is shorthand for “times” or “occurrences” [in Biblical Hebrew]. This means “two
hundred times”.
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11.1.3 The Most Common Adjectives

This lists by frequency all adjectives used 50 times or more in Biblical Hebrew (* indicates those
which occur often or primarily as substantives).

Y= bad, evil, disastrous (661x);
mrjiﬁ fem. as subst.: disaster, tragedy, evil, PN far, distant (85%)

wickedness

Ay good, pleasant; happy [of the heart] (612x) jﬁ‘jiT near (78x)

29 much, many (475x) MY *afflicted, distressed, poor (76x)
EEH Just, innocent, righteous (206x) nn dead (72x)

(=il *0ld (187x); elder T strange, different, illicit (71x)
SMN  another, other (166x) '7'5: *stupid, dull, insolent (70x); fool
oom wise, skilled (138x) xL)r; full (67x)

:n'ﬁ%i: holy, set apart (115x) ]1*3;; *poor (61x)

m_:r; few; subst.: a little (96x) i hard, strong (56x)

'7'?73 dead, killed (94x); subst.: the dead WDE small, little, insignificant (54x)

=9y clean, pure (94x) Y new (53x)

D"DI}\ whole, complete, entire, blameless (91x) &Tﬂ;? worthless (52x); in vain (adverb);
subst.: worthlessness

¥l [ceremonially] unclean, impure (88x) T’mg;_{ behind, last (50x)

11.2 The Relative Particle

A relative clause modifies a noun or substantive by relating something about it. English rela-
tive clauses are introduced by a relative pronoun (“who”, “which”) and follow the word that they
modify—*“the prophet who said”. Hebrew relative clauses are introduced by the relative 7R (more
than 5500 times in Biblical Hebrew). o

1. Like the relative pronoun in English, 7UX normally follows the word that it modifies:

D8R R MY MY ... the affliction of my people who are in Egypt (Ex 3.7)
k! '[mgr: ij D*;?@% ... the kings who were on the north in the hill country (Jos 11.2)
"[5?3"7& nrjar;ir-;r; 1tm§ w2 ... Boaz, who was from Elimelek’s clan (Ru 2.3)
]D;jﬁ L)qng'ny ﬁwx ijww-mj ... with [the] Israellites] who were with Saul and Jonathan
(1 Sam 14.21)

N.B.: English allows “implicit” relative clauses—i.e., those that do not begin with a relative
pronoun, such as “the kings from the north” instead of “the kings who were from the
north”. In biblical narrative, however, relative clauses are nearly always explicit (written
with TUR).

2. When a relative clause modifying a “locative noun” ends with oW, “there”, the combination
DU ... TUR often functions as a relative locative adverb (QU ... UK, “where”):

Bxﬁw* pbio} nrg"jt;j:g_ ]WJ TN2 in the land of Goshen, where the sons of Israel [werel,
' ' . ... (Ex9.26)
oY RRTIUR DﬁPmU'V; “... from the place where you are ...” (Gn 13.14)

]ﬁg D!? ij eolat 5;*,‘13 ... in YHWH’s temple, where the ark ... was (1 Sa 3.3)

3. When this type of relative clause describes a person, group, or thing, it is usually predicate
(“who/which was/were/is/etc. there”):

DUTIR MBARTTIR - the Amorites who were there (Nu 21.32)

PUTNAM Book.indb 98

7/9/10 2:49:10 PM



11.11. Nominal Modification (IV) 99

4. The compound form WUR2 (WX + 2) is a comparative particle, “as, just as,” that often
precedes a verb (especially verbs of command, instruction, etc.); following the introductory
particle "1 it is often temporal in the sense of “when”:

HETUSTJ wwx;: DT‘T'? mm mg:;w Yuws shall do to them just as he did ... (Dt 31.4)
RikiEh '7@?3 TMARY UKD As the proverb of the ancients says, (1 Sam 24.14)
DN P WRD 1M Now when Samuel was old, ... (1 Sam 8.1)

N.B.: Biblical Hebrew has three syntagms that correspond roughly to the relative clause in
English: (1) clauses introduced by the particle IUR; (2) clauses formed by a substantive
adjective (§11.1.2); and (3) clauses formed by a substantive participle (§12.2). Although
these sound the same when rendered into English, the WX clause modifies a noun; the
substantival adjective and participle have no noun to modify.

11.3 Non-verbal Clauses

A clause is a group of words that makes a comment (the predicate) about a topic (the subject).
Although the word “predicate” is often used casually to refer to verbs, a predicate can be nearly any
part of speech or connected group of words (syntagm). A clause can be a sentence, or merely part of
a sentence (e.g., relative clauses, above). In these two examples, David is the subject; the rest of the
clause tells us something about David:

a. David wrote many songs. ascribes an action to David (something that he did)
b. David was a mighty warrior. explains who/what David was (what kind of warrior
he was)

Hebrew clauses that sound like (a) are verbal clauses (a verb is the main part of the predicate), but
clauses like (b) tend to be non-verbal, with either a predicate adjective (Ex 9.27), noun, prepositional
phrase, or adverb as the predicate. We will consider a clause non-verbal when it lacks an imperfect,
preterite, perfect, imperative, predicate participle (Lesson 12), or infinitive (Lesson 16). We will also
consider the more specific word in a non-verbal clause to be the subject, with (1) proper names and
definite nouns more specific than generic nouns; (2) personal pronouns more specific than proper
names and definite nouns; and (3) demonstratives more definite than personal pronouns.

PYIST MM YEWH is the righteous one (Ex 9.27)
M IR Tam Yawn (Ex 6.2); pronoun as subject
N7 ‘ng he is my brother (Gn 20.5); pronoun as subject
SJ@"?N Dﬂ‘?& =1NRY  Elisha said to them, “This is not the way,
2w 8D 9970 M NS nor ¥9) and notl s this the city. ...” (2 Kgs 6.19)

A clause is either syndetic (linked to its preceding cotext by a conjunction) or asyndetic (lacking a
conjunction; these are relatively infrequent in biblical narrative). Disjunctive and preterite clauses
are by definition syndetic, as is any other clause beginning with waw. Other types of clauses are
also syndetic, such as those that begin with subordinating particles, such as "2, ﬁwx, ]S_JT_:'?, ete. Itis
not the first word or form that determines that a concatenation of words is a clause, however, but
the presence of a topic and a comment.

11.4 Nominal Apposition

Nouns can also be modified by other nouns. In apposition one noun follows another, but they do not
form a construct chain (since the first noun is usually definite, it cannot be in construct). If the first
noun is a generic term (e.g., “the king”), the apposed noun is usually a personal name. If the first
noun is a personal name, the second usually identifies him or her by office, position, or relation-
ship (i.e., the aspect of that person that is contextually appropriate). A major clue to the presence
of apposition is that proper names and definite nouns do not occur in construct:
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Biblical Hebrew

King David (2 Sa 3.31; Samuel-Kings uses this syntagm)
King David (1 Ch 26.26; Chronicles uses this syntagm)
Joshua son of Nun (Ex 33.11)

Sarai, Abram’s wife (Gn 16.1)

David, the servant of Yuwn (Ps 36.1)

Ruth, the Moabitess, Mahlon’s wife (Ru 4.10)

Baruch, son of Neriah, the scribe (Jr 36.32)

In (c) —(e), a construct chain is apposed to the proper name; in (f), a second apposition (“the scribe”)
further describes Baruch; in (g), a second apposition, which is also a construct chain describes Ruth
as “Mahlon’s wife”. Understanding this requires reading the string of words to see how they are
related to each other, as well as general knowledge of biblical context. These examples also illus-
trate the frequent interdependence of construct chains and apposition.

11.5 Concepts

adjective attributive comment relative substantive
apposition/apposed clause predicate subject topic
11.6 Vocabulary
copper, bronze nwﬁ] 158 other, another (adj.) R 149
service, servitude, labour, work 1993y  .159 who, which, what, that; when UR
= -~ 150
mouth i [just] like, as; when URD
mouth of (construct) B 160 large, big, great (adj.); be / become S99y .151
large, great (st. vb.) T
holiness, “apartness” W-IP old; elder (adj.); be /become old (st. vb.) ) 152
161 - :
holy, sacred (adj.)'® wﬁi good (adj.); be / become good (st. vb.) gy (153
much, many (adj.) 2o 162 honest, upright, right (adj.); 12 154
B thus, so (adv.)
bad, disastrous; evil, wicked (adj.) v .163 before (temporal & locative), in the ’J_Q"? 155
B presence of, in front of )
bad, disastrous, evil, wicked (adj.) Y= .164 wadi (temporary stream or its valley; ";rjj_ .156
T rarely perennial stream, e.g., Jabbok)
. horse, stallion (m.) oke)
gate (of a city) WYy 165 157
== mare it

11.7 Exercises

1. After studying the forms of 2%, 51'@, mD2? (§11.1.1), gloss these phrases and clauses, parsing
any verbal forms. Be prepared to explain their structure and the function of the adjectives.

T2 R ST uwn g
mbp 27m2 R A
[REUREL AR

109.
“sacred” from Latin sacrare.
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“Holy” and “sacred” are synonyms with different histories: “holy” comes from Old English halig,
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2.

11.11. Nominal Modification (IV)

Gloss these phrases and clauses, parsing the verbs and identifying the function of any

adjectives.

Ps 145.9; remember that 9 is a noun

Jon 1.10; X7 fear, be afraid; TN fear
(noun); an object from the same root as its
verb is called a “cognate accusative”, which is
a common syntagm in Biblical Hebrew

Is 6.3; 117 this [onel; N33 host, army; N'?D
fulness, that which ﬁlls (n.m.); 3+T123,
glory+his [Your gloss should differ from most
English versions.]

Jg 19.20; the last word is a quotation
2 Kg 18.28; Assyria

2 Sam 4.11; 277 kill; P 713 innocent;
142 house-+his; 1+2DUN bed+his

1 Kgs 8.3; 2™ they [m.p.] went; WM
they carried

Pr 14.19; W they bow (down); ’JDLJ in the
presence of ; V7 / U!@]j bad, evil, wicked; the
verb is elided from the second line

Lv 11.45;
YD because, for (that)

Jr 7.9; 0N after
2Chr24;°8 [ 71392 building (a participle
functioning as a predlcate adjective); 13- our

2 Chr 18.30; Aram; "HL [he] commanded,

227 chariot; 7?38'7 saying; VJHBH 85 Do not

fight; BX '3 but; 725 only (him alone)

Josh 10.2; MR one of; '13‘7?3?3 kingdom;
N7 she, it; 'T her, its; ﬁW:J warrior;
Gibeon, Ai

BN and you [m.p.] shall be; "IN I;

555 i 29

M2 T DU N

MY ORI RO
DIN2S M W Wi wip
792D PRI oD N

RIOY IPIT UNT TN

AR 7on DIT3T 9onmTIaT wnY MmN
NN22 PUISTUNRTIN A7 DWW DUN
20un-5y

Sxar et 5o wan

INTTON DTN DM

D23 325 oD MY
PIS WYOY DwY

PN ru‘i"rg D D*W"rg onem

DnR ooroR oy onsbm
z:mm*'xﬁ gl

5173 M1 WK Aam
n*‘x‘vx-r ‘9::: w-r‘vx ‘am !

IBND 2297 IR MS 2N 7o
SimamnR eIy Wb 85
:ﬁ;‘? SR0LY o mNoN 3

7Y nIRD w3y 79T W
YT Mo N
023 U0
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11.8 Enrichment: Reading a Bulla

This is a greatly enlarged drawing of a bulla, the clay impression of a seal; the original is thumbnail-

sized.

11onab
13 32

laleh)
of Berechyahu
ben Neryahu
the scribe

or (using more familiar forms of the names):
Belonging to Baruch
son of Neriah
the scribe
(cf. Jr 36.32)

This is a greatly enlarged copy of a typical bulla, with an inscription consisting of the owner’s name
(with lamed of possession), followed by “son of”, his father’s name, and his occupation. The apposi-
tions between “Baruch” and “son of Neraiah” on the one hand and “the scribe” on the other, identify
both men by their fathers’ names and their occupation or position in society. The bulla is thus the

) 3

owner’s “signature”.

1.
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Both names end in -yahu, a variant of -yah that occurs in Biblical Hebrew. [Jeremiah’s name
occurs with both endings: 11377 (8x; only in Jr 27.1-29.1) and 317" (>110x; in the rest of
the book; never in 27.1-29.1).] o

Since the names of the father and son, as well as the occupation, match the biblical refer-
ences, this particular bulla most probably records the personal seal of the scribe named
Baruch ben Neraiah who worked for Jeremiah, and would have been affixed to documents
(long since deteriorated) that he wrote, transcribed, or witnessed.

The same form of personal identification was in use long before the Israelite
monarchy and the period of the canonical prophets. In Josh 1.1, Joshua is identified as
Uk DAwn T2 DURY, Joshua son of Nun, servant of Moses; Joshua—not his father—was
Moses’ assistant; Baruch was a scribe, according to the information on this bulla.

This bulla appeared on the antiquities market without any reference to its provenance. This
means that its interpretation lacks the controls that its discovery in situ (in place) would
have provided, such as depth, occupational or destruction layer, etc.

You can find more information on the paleo- or archaic Hebrew (Canaanite) alphabet at
many sites on-line.
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Lesson 12

THE PARTICIPLE

The verbal system of Biblical Hebrew includes forms that are called both “participles” and “verbal
adjectives”, since they are based on verbal roots and are functionally adjectives. Unlike English
participles (forms that end in “-ing”), Hebrew participles can be identified by their vowels, a prefixed
-2 (in most verbal stems),’'’ and syntax. More than one-tenth (about 13%) of all verbal forms in
Biblical Hebrew are participles. They are especially common in biblical poetry.

12.1 Form

All participles are inflected for gender and number in order to agree with the word that they modify.
They use the same endings as adjectives and nouns. Like adjectives, participles agree with the gram-
matical gender of the word that they modify. The gal has two participles—active and passive.

Qal Active Participle Qal Passive Participle

Singular Plural  Singular Plural

M abs. it o5 Swin | oS

asc. T I

const. “Suiia S "B

nbuita L . L

abs. nibuit o | pibin

Fem. noui ~ P ~
const. 11 non

1. The qal active participle always has an o-vowel (holem or holem-waw) after the first radical.

The qgal passive participle always has a u-vowel (Sureq, rarely qibbus) after the second radical.

3. Unlike the other verbal conjugations, participles can be articular. Like the infinitive
construct, they can occur with prepositions and pronominal suffixes (Lesson 14).

N

12.2 Function (HBI n2.2.5)

The participle in Biblical Hebrew is an adjective, with the same functions as the adjective—
attributive, predicate, and substantive. The rules for identifying participial function are the same
as for the adjective (§11.1.2).

1. Attributive, or adjectival participles usually follow, and agree in definiteness with the word
that they modify. Although they are attributive, their verbal nature means that they can
be glossed in several ways, often as relative clauses (cf. Pr 8.34; Dt 1.38); for example, Is

110. The term “stems” refers to various patterns of vowels and prefixes used to modify the function of the

verbal root (Lesson 18).

111. There are about thirty-five feminine construct gal participles in Biblical Hebrew; few of these are
strong verbal roots. The most frequent occurs in the phrase W21 :1'?1:{ N3, “flowing with milk and honey”
(20x; always fsc Q Ptc from the root 2337, “flow”). A
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40.3 could also be rendered “a voice which was calling, ...” Their temporal reference (past,
present, future) is entirely contextual:

"5 i 0I8 WX How happy is the man who listens to me, ... (Pr 8.34)
'12'!?32 R71P 517 A voice calling, “In the wilderness ...” (Is 40.3)
?[’3;5 'T?;IJ:T ]1] ]:1 SJILH‘I‘ Joshua son of Nun, who stands before you (Dt 1.38)

ZWHD MeYn  judgment that is written (Ps 149.9)
D*"{]:"{ 'jmu 5527 Shallum ..., the keeper of [who keeps or the one who keeps] the

garments (2 Kgs 22.14)
I NRYI oYTAN n'?_;:g’j] He sent away the people who had carried the tribute (Jg 3.18)

2. Predicate, or verbal participles may precede or follow the word that they modify; the words
disagree in definiteness. In narrative, predicate participles tend to occur in disjunctive
clauses, where they function much like finite verbs. A predicate participle is technically
“tenseless”—its temporal reference depends on the context, as does its nature as simple
or continuous action. Note that the last five examples in this list occur in disjunctive
clauses (§6.6):

pa 527?3 D’ﬂ‘px God rules in Jacob (Ps 59.14)
‘[5]'7 n'm}] inP'{g His righteousness stands for ever (Ps 112.9)

qov und o W'!* ND om But they did not know that Joseph was listening (Gn 42.23)
ONTT '7}_7 n:Bn 7”5175.71 Now Athaliah was ruling over the land (2 Kg 11.3)

mn oA 5& D"‘TDSJ D"DW551 Now the Philistines were standing on the hill on this side
(1 Sam 17.3)

n?j’j{n’ UNUTAR nunl x:w'n;'?r_:n Now the queen of Sheba heard the report of Solomon ...
' ' A (1 Kgs 10.1)

n"_ﬁu}m*; naw® X Now she lived in Jerusalem (2 Kgs 22.14)

Depending on the context, and the semantic load of the verbal root, a predicate participle
following 37T or MM may suggest the speaker’s sense of immediacy:

oW oMY RO32 > For Iam about to create [creating] a new heaven and a
o ! i al 'ij new earth (Is 65.17)
‘7&?&7"3 937 "y ’:}j{:{ ﬁ_-:_n I am doing [about to do] a thing in Israel (1 Sa 3.11)
1"5& T2 2 MM I am going to come down [coming] to you (1 Sa 10.8)

3. When there is no substantive for the participle to modify, it is “its own noun”, and thus
substantival (nominal), glossed by a pronominal relative clause (“he who ...”, “the one
who ...”, “whoever ... 7, etc.). As Jos 2.24 suggests, all participles in construct chains are
substantlve.

MM R W2 ‘["71n Whoever walks in his honesty fears Yuwn (Pr 14.2)
‘IWDW MY YHWH is the one who watches you [ = “your watcher”] (Ps 121.5)
ORI ’;!@7"'5; All the inhabitants of the land (Jos 2.24)

4. Some verbs occur primarily as substantive participles (e.g., the verbal root 2°X occurs
281 times; all but two are substantive participles). Words listed as nouns that have the vowel
pattern o-e (i.e., holem - sere) are qal participles that were used primarily as substantives
(e.g., BDY, judge; "B, scribe).

772 ?[_j,j'x‘ng mj *;'3}5 7 I am about to give [predicate pte.] your enemy into your
I ) hand (1 Sam 24.4)
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11.12. The Participle 105

5. Since they are verbal adjectives, participles can govern direct and indirect objects. They
also occur with pronominal suffixes (Lesson 14); the suffix may indicate pronominal
possession or it may identify the [pronominal] direct object of the action described by the
participle:

5&?&7’ i) L' B ‘IWDW He who watches you ... he who watches Israel (Ps 121.3b, 4b)
?[xDﬁ mim R I am YuwH, [he] who heals you (Ex 15.26); or your healer

12.3 Concepts

active nominal participle predicate verbal
adjectival  attributive passive substantive

12.4 Vocabulary

there is/are (opposite of 1"R/1"R) W 175 | ram b .166
death; M2, death of mws 176 | Choose (the dee?iifSﬁ}e'i) Tmz 167
in front of, before, opposite 1]5 177 | mighty man, warrior =21 .168
work, occupation ﬂ;x'??; .178 | generation, life-span 99T 169
count; write, record M0 | seek inquire (cf. W) W 170
scribe, secretary, recorder (ms Q Ptc) glale! kill bl 171
opening, entrance ”59 .180 | sacrifice (n.) n;f_ 172
ask [for], request '7}_{&7' .181 | outside (noun and prep.); street 7an 173
oil (usually olive oil) ]DW 182 | wisdom, skill TI?;DI:( 174

12.5 Exercises

After learning the forms of the gal participle, gloss these phrases and clauses, parsing the verbs,
and identifying each participle’s function as either attributive, predicate, or substantive (adjectival,
verbal, nominal).

2 Chr 22.12; Athaliah T Oy NSk mbny 1
Is 9.1; W7 they saw (3cp Q P); M1ATS 5173 iR W1 qun2 oobhn opn 2
death-shadow; M it shined,; ;Dn!'jy T3 9N n1?3’73 ija Ay
DSV <O71- (their/ them) + Y ST T e

Ps 59.14b; W™ and they will YR ooxb 3opra bub orbytr w3
know (3 mp QF); 02X end; Jacob

1 Sam 3.3; 9311 temple; 10 OTOR TR TR M 5203 2su Sxmuy 4
there, in that place; Samuel

Ps 147.3; RD" heal; 12U break 25 *jn:;ﬁb RD9T 5
Ec7.15;9 + P2 + 2, in + righteousness + his 1]’733 TR P w6
Ps 58.12 :YW?S; Dﬂwgw D’TT‘?N-W’ 7
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106 Biblical Hebrew

Gn 25.28; four names! DPYTOR DAOR P27 L WUTIN PR 2TRM 8
Ps 75.8 pol DFOR™D .9
Ps 106.3; ‘TZ:?'ZS happy (trad., blessed); IOV DBW?J ‘7?3‘27 ‘WW& 10
do; MP73 righteousness, innocence; NY time Seloa 533 TP oy
1 Sam 18.16; X1 he; R3® ms Q Pte < XY go R 2R oM 5&'127"'731 11
out, leave; N3 ms Q Pte < N2 come/go in; o+ OIE5 NI NYY RITD
’39'7 before + them; David oot '
Jg 4.4; R 77 she; X177 that; DY m‘r*a% nwx [t g=b ‘IWN ‘1113'11 12
time; Deborah, Lapidot X ny: 5&7@’ nR -mgw N1
Jr 22,1151 + 38 father + his; AT T2 MR DRUOR Mg m> 13
Shallum; Josiah; Judah IR WTURY AR PRI
Lyv 14.47; 022" he will wash; 1" + 712 TTI2TAR 0221 Nr22 22Wm 14
garments + his (suffixed to a plural noun; cf. #6) 1&7]: NN D:D’ ma2 ‘;ijj
1 Sam 17.3; 712 on one [this] side (7T + 712) mn AnnT 5x =hly (s} Dby 15
Philistines ni-Raiiing ‘m D¥ Y Bmw*n
Jr 23.2; 12 therefore (12 + ); SV concerning; SR TR M wrs 12h 16

both participles are from the root M7 shepherd,

WYTTR 0WAn 0wy

tend (the mp ending “replaces” the final 7- of
the root)

Ps 107.2a; OR3 redeem Mmooy MRy 17

12.6 Enrichment: Participles & Poetic Compression

Participles are especially common in the book of Proverbs, probably because they allow highly
compressed syntax, perhaps also to impart a “timeless” and “universal” air to the sayings. In
Pr 17.9, for example, the use of four participles allows the proverb to be compressed into only
eight words:

many wp:r: :Jw:_'} pjolsis) Whoever conceals a transgression seeks love;
T-Tbx ‘P'}an '1:'1: ‘mm And whoever repeats a matter separates a friend [friends] (Pr 17.9)

At times, however, compression can be confusing. How should we read these lines? Which is
primary—seeking or concealing, repeating or separating? Since our experience suggests that talking
about offenses can destroy relationships, but that this is not the only reason for relationships to
fail, we would probably read Pr 17.9b as suggested above (rather than “Whoever separates friends
repeats a matter”).

In 17.9a, however, either participle could be read as the subject, so that an alternative interpre-
tation (and translation) would be “Whoever seeks love conceals a transgression”. This line may even
be deliberately ambiguous, written in order to allow or even encourage both understandings. The
decision to gloss it in one way or the other, however, is essentially arbitrary, since either participle
can be predicate or substantive.

Word order is not always a reliable guide to syntax or function, especially in biblical poetry, so
that we must reflect on the content of the proverb in order to translate it appropriately.
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11.12. The Participle 107

In Pr 12.1a, however, the parallelism helps us determine that the first participle is the subject
(substantive) and the second the predicate, since the predicate is elided from the second line, and
since “loves discipline” parallels “hates correction”, we follow the first reading:

NYT 2R 01 2R Whoever loves discipline loves knowledge;
YA PNoIn XYY And whoever hates correction [loves] stupidity (Pr 12.1)

It may seem that we have merely read the Hebrew as though it followed English word-order, but
our interpretation (and therefore translation) is actually based on the parallels between the two
lines. The general principle here is the frequent omission [elision] of the predicate from the second
of two parallel lines of biblical poetry.

Two passive participles (Lesson 19) allow even greater compression in Pr 27.5—only five words:

Hanigielalin by in! n'v;?; Pnoin 1123 A revealed rebuke is better than concealed love (Pr 27.5)
This could also be rendered so that the English syntax corresponds to the Hebrew:
Better a rebuke revealed than love concealed.
Nothing is gained beyond (perhaps) a certain “poetic” feel due to the rhyme of “revealed” and
“concealed”; both renderings are as compressed as English allows. Or, if we wanted to add a poetic
structure that is not present in the Hebrew sentence, we could invert the order of the last two words
so that we read noun — adjective ... adjective — noun, creating a grammatical chiasm, but this may

be overly clever.

Better a rebuke revealed than concealed love.
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Lesson 13

PronominaLs (1)

One challenge in writing or speaking is keeping track of who is acting or speaking, and whether
or not this is a new person or someone already mentioned in the discourse. Another challenge is
to write so that the result “holds together”, or is “cohesive”. Pronouns are a cohesive device (§6),
a linguistic “glue” that binds together a discourse. English tracks clausal subjects pronominally
(e.g., “Then he went ...” or “After she had taken ...”), rather than by repeating the subject’s name.
Pronouns are thus called “anaphoric” (Greek ana, “above”), since they usually refer back to someone
or something previously mentioned (traditionally called the “antecedent”).!*?

Biblical Hebrew has two sets of pronouns—individual words, called “independent pronouns”,
and suffixes, called “pronominal suffixes” (Lesson 14). Both sets are inflected for person, gender,
and number to link them to their “antecedent”.

Independent personal pronouns identify the subject of the clause; these “subject” pronouns,
however, are not merely cohesive—they also function on the level of discourse, a “higher-level”
function that explains why Biblical Hebrew has independent subject pronouns alongside the PGN
of the finite verb.!*® (§13.1.2). The third person independent pronouns (along with a few other
forms) also function as demonstrative adjectives (“this”, “these”, “that”, “those”).

Pronominal suffixes show pronominal possession (“my”, “her”, “their”), indicate the pronominal
objects of verbs and prepositions, and the pronominal subjects of the infinitive construct (§16.1.1).

13.1 Independent Pronouns

Pronominal forms in Biblical Hebrew have person, gender, and number. Independent pronouns
usually identify the subject of their clause; about 20% of all independent personal pronouns occur
with the conjunction waw as part of the first form in disjunctive clauses (w + pronoun).

13.1.1 Form
Person Gender Singular Plural
1st common DI AR [ NI NN we
masc. figh [=igh
2nd  fem. R you PR you
masc. NI he, it o
. - “ " they
3rd  fem. NI R she it man

112. Pronouns can be cataphoric, referring to something that follows (“Although he awoke early, John ...)”;
this function is rare in Biblical Hebrew.

113. Apart from commands, English sentences have explicit subjects, either nominal or pronominal
(English also uses a “dummy” subject, as in “I#’s raining” and “There’s one in here”). Independent subject
pronouns in Biblical Hebrew often “sound” redundant (or “emphatic”) to English readers when they occur
alongside a verbal form that indicates the PGN of its subject. They are not actually redundant, because: (1)
all communication is as efficient as possible (superfluity is only apparent, never real); and (2) their function
is related to the larger context in which they occur, including the genre and the relationship of their clause to
the preceding clause. This will become more clear as you begin to read the biblical text.
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110 Biblical Hebrew

1. The basic form is distinct for each person; gender and number is distinguished by the end of
the form:

Person Form

1st N 1, we
2nd -PNR you
3rd -m he, she, it, they

2. The “double forms” differ primarily in frequency and distribution:
a. " (lcs) is more than twice as frequent (803x) as "2 (c. 350x), but in some biblical
books one form dominates, for example

=R b
Dt 55x 6x
Ezk 1x 155x

b. The longer 1cp form (MR, “we”) occurs about 115 times in Biblical Hebrew, the shorter
form (M) only six times.

c. The longer 3mp form (M7, “they”) is slightly more frequent (c. 55%) than Oi7; as with
lcs ("2IN/IN), they are not distributed evenly:'*

tely) en

Gn 4x 17x

Ex 5x 17x

Lv 1x 18x

Ps 25x 3x
Ezk 57x 8x115

d. “She/It"—X117 (3fs written with -w-)—is “normal” in the Torah, but is written X7 in the
rest of the Bible.!®

13.1.2 Function (HBI §1.5.1)

1. An independent pronoun always means that you are looking at a clause, whether or not the
pronoun comes first in the clause.

2. Independent personal pronouns usually identify the subject of a verbal or non-verbal clause
(“I”, “she”, “we”). They do not show pronominal possession (e.g., “my” , “your”) or the pronom-
inal objects of verbs or prepositions (e.g., “him”, “for them”). The examples illustrate its use
with various types of predicates—a noun (Gn 3.19; Ex 6.2), adjective (Ezk 42.14), finite verb
(Gn 41.15), and participle (Nu 33.51):

TR 2L For you are dust, ... (Gn 3.19)
M IR T am Yawl (Ex 6.2).
MM WIS For they [fp] are holy (Ezk 42.14).
'I’BITJ ‘MUY IRY  And ] heard about you ... (Gn 41.15)
7720 02D BPR D When you cross the Jordan ... (Nu 33.51)

114. When two 3mp pronouns occur in the same v., both forms may be used (7x), although both are repeated
in some vv. (ﬂ?;ﬂ (17x) or Q77 (7x)).

115. In Ezekiel, the clause Qi1/71211 712 N2 2, for they are a rebellious household, occurs seven times,
six times with 7177 as the subject, once with 277.

116. The 3fs form N¥1—with yod—occurs ten times in the Torah out of more than 150 occurrences in those
books.
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11.13. Pronominals (I) 111

Independent pronouns also occur in non-verbal clauses, apparently signaling the non-verbal
predication:

DorORT N1 MY Yawa [—hel is [the] God! (1 Kg 18.39).

I 2% ovsn wa-L): 21D For the goodness of all of the land of Egypt [i¢] is yours
o T (Gn 45.20).

Independent pronouns often occur with the conjunction -1, creating a disjunctive clause
(§6.6). After a conversation between Joseph and his brothers, the narrator finally explains
why Joseph’s brothers thought that they were secure in talking in front of him (Gn 42.23).
The added information of Jg 11.39 makes the virginity of Jephthah’s daughter explicit.

e Y > W NS oM  Now they did not know that Joseph could
ana ?"7?37‘1 5 understand [participle] them, because the
T "7 7 interpreter was between them (Gn 42.23).

R TTS]"[:'R'? N ... (now she had not known a man) ... (Jg 11.39)

The change of subject that is often signalled by an independent pronoun may also imply a
contrast between the events or actions described by two clauses, especially when a disjunc-
tive clause begins with w + pronoun (cf. 2 Chr 13.11 (Exercise #16)). The contrast is thus
appropriately signalled in English by rendering the conjunction as, for example, “but”,
“now”, “but as for her”.

Although the contrasting clause—“every great matter they shall bring to you”—is left out of
Exercise #6 (Ex 18.22), the disjunctive clause that ends the sentence again signals a contrast,
here by beginning the clause with the object (waw + non-verb) rather than the subject.

The only affix that can be attached to the independent personal pronouns is the conjunction -).

13.2 Demonstratives

Demonstratives point out or point to a person or object (“this”, “that”, “these”, “those”), and can be
thought of as making an articular word even more definite or specific (contrast “this scroll” with
“the scroll”).

13.2.1 Form

Gender Singular Plural
masc. m
“Near” fem ﬂ&; this ,‘T")x these
masc. NI i
“Far” fem. N that a3 those

The paradigm of the demonstratives overlaps the paradigm of the personal pronouns (above). The
“far” demonstratives are the same as the third person personal pronouns. They are demonstrative
primarily when they are attributive (§13.2.2(5), below).!!”

13.2.2 Function (HBI §1.5.2)

1.

2.

Since demonstratives are essentially adjectives, they can be either predicate or attributive.
Unlike adjectives, they are not substantive.

Like adjectives, demonstratives agree with the grammatical gender and number of the word
that they modify.

117. Their discourse functions may differ, but there is little functional difference between “That is the
king” and “He is the king”.
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112 Biblical Hebrew

3. When they are predicate, (1) demonstratives are anarthrous; (2) they tend to precede the
word that they modify; and (3) they are usually the subject of the clause (717, the second
demonstrative in 2 Kgs 6.19, occurs eleven times in Biblical Hebrew):

bl PNT  This is the land (Nu 34.2)
M5 YT N That [i] is the great city (Gn 10.12)
' NinY 198 These are the names (Ex 1.1)
EREE) O SJ@"%N DTTBN TR Elisha said to them, “This is not the way,
1*;}:\' iy x‘n nor is this the city. ...” (2 Kgs 6.19)

4. Attributive demonstratives follow the word that they modify, and are articular:

ma DﬁP?TDU this place (Gn 28.17)
NI D2 inthat city (Js 20.6)
RITT 09752 all that day (Nu 11.32)

5. An articular “third person pronoun” is therefore actually an attributive demonstrative:

MWD D2 inthose days (Jr 3.16)!"°
NI NP2 at that time (Nu 22.4)
DRI W this city (Gn 19.20)

6. Usually the demonstrative immediately follows the noun that it modifies. If the noun
is modified by an adjective (or is in construct), the attributive demonstrative follows the
entire phrase, after any adjectives, or after the final word of the construct chain, or both. In
Gn 2.12, the adjective after the attributive demonstrative is predicate:

TT;T_U ‘7‘["1%[1 '1;?[[1 this great thing (1 Sa 12.16)
NNt n?‘fa_g nYAN  this great evil (Gn 39.9)

o mJn'L)g; ‘nxjn TWURD  Just as I brought upon ¢his people

PRI ﬁ%j]g n:TJjD"?; PR all this great disaster (Jr 32.42)

29 RN TORT 2aM  and the gold of that land is good (Gn 2.12)

13.3 Interrogative Pronouns

Biblical Hebrew uses two uninflected interrogative pronouns to ask questions about persons (“who?”,
“whom?”) and things (“what?” “how?”). Both are normally “fronted”—they begin their clause.

13.3.1 The Interrogative "
The uninflected interrogative ", “who”, is always definite, and always asks about a person.

1. If there is no verb, "1 is usually the subject of a non-verbal clause (but cf. Ru 2.5, #3, below):

o 7UN2 MR Pharaoh said, “Who is Yaws, ...?” (Ex 5.2)
. . DBS M “Who are you (m.p.)?” (Jos 9.8)
ﬂ'?&ﬂ D’Wg&ﬁ " Who are these men ...?” (Nu 22.9)
. b 473'!1_3 “Whose daughter are you?” (Gn 24.23)
ma WZ‘IU oY M “Who did this thing?” (Jg 6.29; cf. Jg 15.6)
' PNT2 UMW Who has heard [such a thing] as this?
TT'?N; R n Who has seen [such things] as these? (Is 66.8)

118. The phrase “[in] those days” accounts for nearly three-quarters of all occurrences of the 3mp
demonstrative.
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2. When "2 is the object of the verb, it has the sign of the object, but still begins the question

(and is rendered “whom”):

17300 MR “Whom will you serve?” (Jos 24.15)
WJ'?":[?‘_ m H'?W& MR “Whom shall I send, and who shall go for us?” (Is 6.8)

3. "M also functions as the object of prepositions (in Ru 2.5, the 5 shows possession):

'7&'717’ '[5?: NI ) "R After whom has the king of Israel gone out? (1 Sam 24.15)
ORI mauan ‘?'3? To whom does this young woman belong?” (Ru 2.5)

13.3.2 The Interrogative 113

The uninflected interrogative MR, “what”, is always indefinite, and does not refer to persons. If
there is no verb, M2 is the subject of a non-verbal clause.

MY oI

DIoR TR

YT 77 ey
TTRYRTTI TORTIINTY
paon wN M ot m

“... and they say to me, ‘What is his name?’

What shall I say to them?” (Ex 3.13)

“What did this people do to you?” (Ex 32.21)

And who says to him, ‘What are you doing?” (Qo 8.4)
“What is this dream which you dreamed?” (Gn 37.10)

1. 1 also occurs in indirect questions:

XM W KO

They did not know what it [was] (Ex 16.15)

2. M may also ask “why”, often in combination with 5 (TT?;'? or TTT;'?, “for what?”):

TR DU NN M

o8 pROTNS ek
DWYS 17 MmN

DTN TI2TIN URun 7

“Why are we sitting here ...?” (2 Kgs 17.3)

“Why didn’t you come to me?” (Nu 22.37)

And David said to Saul,

“Why do you listen to men’s words, ...?” (1 Sam 24.10)

3. M is spelled with three different vowels, depending on the first letter of the following word;
there is no difference in function:

My What?
- What?
nn o What?

13.4 Frequency

There are 8,629 independent pronominal forms in Biblical Hebrew:

Personal (subject) 5,001
Demonstratives 2,651
Interrogative 977 (712 (554x), 1 (423x))

13.5 Concepts

antecedent demonstrative interrogative pronoun
cohesion independent pronoun  pronominal subject
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Biblical Hebrew

13.6 Vocabulary!®

After learning the personal and interrogative pronouns, and the demonstratives, gloss these clauses,

Person Gender Singular Plural
1st common | [ DI W 19T | we um WM 183
masc. you N 192 you =} .184
2nd LA 1N

fem. you AR 193 | you oy 185
masc. he, it N7 194 | they (3mp pers.pron.); @ MM 186

those (mp dem.) !
3rd fem. she, it N7 N 195 they (3fp pers. pron.); man .187

those (fp dem.) T
Who? M 196 | this (ms dem. pron.) o188
What?  —m2 A97 | this (fs dem. pron.) PN .189
mn these (cp dem. pron.) I'I'?S .190

parsing any verbal forms.

PUTNAM Book.indb 114

Ex 6.8

Gn 29.4; Haran; the last two words are
a quotation

1 Sam 4.18; 3°D27R 40

Ps 110.4; *N727 order of; Melchizedek
Jr 29.20

Gn 42.23; Joseph

Ex 18.22; N time (in the sense of
measured, or passing time); JOP small;
on the second clause, cf. §13.1.2(4)

Ru 3.9; Ruth; 5&1 redeemer
(ms Q Pte < L)NJ, redeem)

Ps 115.18; 5712 bless; MOV now;
55 praise (D); Yah

Is 14.13; 7- your (m.s.); D??_MQ'U
assumes “to”; TT'?SJ go up, ascend;
53_.7?;3?; above

1 Chr 17.16; 2158 M is vocative;
‘N2 my house

Dt 10.10

13.7 Exercises

mm oy 1

MIMIN IR TN 2

T DOV ONIRTIN Y WM 3

PIETD0n Moy 0P sTnN 4

MMT2T wnY oy 5

me unt vz wT 8> oM 6

.. NY™522 oy wawy 7
BITLRY 1PN N2T03)

.. D7 90N MNP PR MRN8
R OX3 D

DPIWTIYY TR M 702 W) 9
ok

Spin moUR oMmYD 72253 pER Ny 10

sns; smq Dnn‘;x kiuhl s;g-ﬂm jf;xlﬂ] 11

12

M2 MY DN

119. The personal pronouns are listed paradigmatically.
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11.13. Pronominals (I) 115

3’75N mm DWDWD nR VMR oy 13
HPR Dﬂ:m DDN'I

2 Chr 13.11; DWDWD observance
(cognate accusatlve) - our; WO him
(direct object) [cf. §13.1.2(4)]*2°

023 SunrRb 1w onby e 14

Jg 8.23; Dﬂ'?k‘_i to them (m.p.); Gideon; _ !
‘023 Swry M £o2 M2 Srm*'x%

022 over you; "2 my son

Ho 2.10; "103 I gave; 13 to her;
197 grain; WM new wine

W W R T0Y DI D My NS N 1

RS mwn by onn wm 16
IS PRI RPINTN n%xw R
-x:n’vm X 15-*'7&;71
0 ‘mm TR RIT O3

1 Kgs 2.22; 10" and he answered

(3ms Q Pr < MY answer); Solomon;
Abishag; Shunamite; Adonijah; ﬂ;ﬂ'??:
kingship, kingdom; Y1 than I '
(comparative use of ]?3)

13.8 Enrichment: Disjunctives in Poetry

The discussion of disjunctive clauses (§6.6) is usually limited to biblical prose, but it also applies
to biblical poetry. A common poetic signal of a shift in perspective is a line beginning with waw +
an independent pronoun (or a substantive), especially 1lcs (referring to the poet) and 2ms (refer-
ring to YuwH). Note the contrasts in the following verses (participants are in bold; w + pronoun is
in italics):

M8 TR M
oy omp £'2)

W27 oMK 0°27
DYToRD D NIt PR
-ERE Iy
DYDY o T7iaD

YuwH, how my enemies have increased;
Many rise against me;

Many say about me,

‘He has no salvation in God’.

But you, YawH, are a shield on my behalf—

My glory, and the one who raises my head (Ps 3.2—4).

TADDT 2R MRTIE
MR D A M

™AL TIOM2 W
Ut 25 5:1*

25y by o mmb o

Lest my enemy say, ‘I have overcome him!

My foes exult when I fall.

But I trust in your love;

My heart exults in your salvation;

I will sing to YuwH, for he has done good for me (Ps 13.5-6).

DWRT men MSny MieND VYD)
MALDRI WX T2 M2

Our soul like a bird has been delivered from the birders’ snare;
The snare is broken, but we are delivered (Ps 124.7).

120. The contrast in this v. is not signaled by the use of different conjugations. Instead, the waw + non-

verb (in this case, the independent pronoun) makes this a disjunctive clause, to which the choice of conjugation
is subordinate. Contrast is a function of the difference in content between the clauses.
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Lesson 14

PronomiINALS (II): SUFFIXES

Independent “subject” pronouns indicate the subject of their clause. In order to show pronominal
possession, and verbal and prepositional pronominal objects, Biblical Hebrew attaches “pieces” of the
independent pronouns to substantive and verbal forms. Like the independent pronouns, these suffixes
are inflected to agree with the person, gender, and number of their antecedent. There are 45,590
pronominal suffixes in Biblical Hebrew (versus about 8,629 independent pronominal forms).
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14.1 Form
Person Gender Singular Plural
1st com. v . my, me 13- our, us
masc. - oo -
2nd your, you L your, you
fem. q.- ]:; -
-9 - o7 -
masc. M - 37 - his, him, its o_-
3rd [I- poetic] their, them
fem. m - ) m -
T her, its :
- I, -

There are no cases in Biblical Hebrew (unlike, e.g., Greek, Latin, German), so that the form
of the suffix is the same regardless of its function, which is determined entirely from its
context.

There is no difference in function between different forms (i.e., all forms listed under 3ms

refer to “he”, “him”, or “his”).

- (3ms) occurs only in poetry; 3 - (3ms) occurs on verbs.

Pronominal suffixes are added to nouns as follows:

a. Suffixes are added directly to masculine and feminine singular nouns, sometimes
with a helping vowel. When a feminine noun ends in -, the i1- is replaced by n-
(the feminine singular construct ending), and the suffixes are added to the form with
N - (7 > NN, my teaching).

Absolute Construct Construct + suffix
son ]; ]: *;;3 my son (2 Sam 19.1)
{ 72 your (f's) son (2 Kgs 6.28)
732 her son (2 Kgs 4.6)
city Ty 90 his city (2 Sam 17.23)
land ]/'WN Yﬁx qjgﬁ:z«_{ our land (Jos 9.11)
maid [ servant TTI:TB!D DU:BQJ' jnmgw your maid/servant (1 Sam 1.18)
teaching nimbll nain N my teaching (Is 51.7)
mistress | lady nj::_m_ 33 mﬁ;q her mistress (Ps 123.2)
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b. When suffixes are added to plural nouns, there is a °- between the noun and the suffix;
some forms are found only on plural nouns:

Person Gender Singular Plural

1st com. Y - my, me 1 - our, us
mase. T - o> -

2nd your, you : your, you
fem. .- ]:J’ -
masc. ”o- his, him, its Q71" - their, them

3rd :
fem. mo- her, its .-

1) Masculine plural nouns drop the final 0- of their ending and add the suffixes after
the °- of the plural.

2) Feminine plural nouns add -*- after their plural (N3-) ending, and before the suffix
(MN2 > 0>NN3, your [masc pll daughters). The third plural suffixes 2 - and ] -,
however, can are added directly to the plural ending (@0112).

words
sons

days
garments
lands

daughters

BT
=
ova?

B2
nIsIN
n3

™37 037
13 iz
hlak Ehiabl

2 T2

PISIR DMISINED
2 oo

your (ms) words (Josh 1.8)

her sons (Is 66.8)

his days (Jb 14.5)

your garments (1 Kg 22.30)

in their (mp) lands (Gn 10.5)
your (mp) daughters (Ezr 9.12)

c. The 1lcs suffix ( °-) is added to plural nouns with the vowel patah, which is the only
difference between “my” used with singular and plural nouns.

Absolute Construct + Suffix
horse oklo} W  my horse
horses QY010 0IW  my horses
son 12 "2 my son (Pr3.1)
sons Q%3 "J2 my sons (1 Sam 12.2)
daughter na M2 my daughter (Ru 3.16)
daughters ni]; ‘N2 my daughters (Ru 1.11)

d. Suffixes are added to the construct form of the noun. We may therefore say that a noun
with a pronominal suffix is in construct to the suffix, and that the pronominal suffix is
the last “element” or “member” of the construct chain (even if it is a chain of only one
“form”, composed of two elements).

5. Pronominal suffixes are also used to show the pronominal object of a preposition. They are
combined with prepositions in one of three ways:

a. Suffixes are added directly to 2 and 5 (their paradigms are identical, apart from the
preposition; different glosses illustrate the variety of the prepositions’ function):

1st "2 by me WJE tous
ond m. ?['7 to you (ms) 022 with you (mp)
n : T
f. 72 against you (fs) ]:J'? for you (fp)
m. 99 for him o2 in them (mp)
3rd . oL
f. ,‘-yTn with her ]ﬂ'? to them (fp)
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N.B.:

121.
122.
123.
124.
125.
126.
127.

11.14. Pronominals (II): Suffixes 119

b. Singular suffixes and lcp are added to 2" and to some forms of 2 and QY with a
“helping” syllable:

1st *]jfj: like me WD like us
2nd '1]1?33 like you (ms) 0o>  like you (mp)™*
WD like him oo like them (mp)
Srd minp  like her 175 like them (fp)
1st *Jm: from me um; from us'?
T from you (ms) oon  from you (mp)
2nd T 4L
T from you (fs) 121 from you (fp)
3rd udR  from him'® orm from them (mp)
M from her 1M from them (fp)
Ist i+ MY with me WAV with us
Ry with you (ms) oonYy  with you (mp)
2nd T i =
qRY with you (fs) ---126
MY with him onYy oIy with them (mp)
3rd Y with her 121

Most prepositions add suffixes by means of a yod between the preposition and suffix, so that
the suffixes look like those added to plural nouns (each line in this example uses a different
preposition, and glosses of the prepositions are varied to show use):

1st *;5"; in my presence q]*ia‘; before us
ond T")x to you (ms) m:*‘;x to you (mp)
n T"_p;] against you (fs) ]:*‘;;] concerning you (fp)
inint after him =jaaininh after them (mp)
3rd ,‘mﬁm_n under her/it iaNans under them (fp)

The noun ‘98, god /God occurs only with the 1lcs suffix (""?25', my God); all other suffixes
are added to the construct of D’ﬁ'7§ (e.g., ﬂ"ﬁ5§, your God). The preposition Sx/‘m uses
patah to link the lcs suffix (S, to me); all other forms have yod, as in the paradigm.

The preposition -2 does not occur with 2nd person feminine suffixes.

D22 occurs once (Jb 12.3). .

The 3ms and 1cp suffixes with 112 (both are 131212) can be distinguished only by context.

Be careful not to confuse this with forms of the verbal root 1Y stand.

Cf. '7?_{'1]?7-33,7 God [is] with us (“Immannuel” (with and without maqqef; e.g., Is 7.14; 8.8, 10).
The preposition QY does not occur with 2nd person feminine plural suffixes.

The preposition QY does not occur with 3rd person feminine plural suffixes.
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Biblical Hebrew

The key to analyzing a compound form is to know the pronominal suffixes and the vocabulary
(which will let you identify the central lexeme (content word)).

‘M22Y and in my house (Is 3.7)

A -2 _;_ R
1lcs suffix noun prep. cj.
373 according to your words (1 Kg 3.12)
- - -937- -2
2ms suffix plural noun prep.
1M22  with our sons (Ex 10.9)
1- . (supply the final nun) Ja- |
lcp suffix plural noun prep.
12°N9322) and with our daughters (Ex 10.9)
1- - -ml.fl- -2- 9
lcp suffix plural noun prep. cj.

D;jﬂgjﬁgquf;m from their troubles (Ps 107.6, 13, 19, 28)

on- .

3mp suf flx plural

IR -
noun prep.

14.2 Function (HBI §1.5.1b)

1. Pronominal suffixes are added to nouns with all of the nuances of the construct chain
(possession, relationship, etc.):

037
iz

hhlal
T2
DRisINa

your (ms) words (Josh 1.8)

her sons (Is 66.8)

his days (Jb 14.5)

your (ms) garments (1 Kg 22.30)
in their lands (Gn 10.5)

source: words spoken by “you”
relationship: sons born to her

days during which he lived
ownership: garments owned by “you”

ownership: lands lived in by “them”

2. Because pronouns are definite, pronominal suffixes make the word to which they are
suffixed definite as well, and end the construct chain. Every word with a pronominal suffix
is therefore both construct and definite. In 1 Sam 26.19, 227 is construct to 72V, which is
construct to the 3ms suffix:

TR T NrunY
172D 72T MR

“..., may my master the king hear the words of his
servant (1 Sam 26.19)

1"?J'jj T his hands and his feet (Jg 1.6); two construct chains
D?’?;‘; in your days (J1 1.2)

3. Pronominal suffixes indicate the objects of prepositions:

2351 w5 o8 oy

23 npI N9 2amH vpodh
PIN2 DTIMS 0 N
DRk X2 NERY)
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Dﬂ'? TR He said to them, ... (Gn 9.1)
1"?8 PNIMRY - And you shall say to him ... (Ex 9.13)

He sent to me for my wives and for my sons and for
my silver and for my gold; and I have not withheld
[anything] from him (1 Kgs 20.7).

who were left behind them in the land ... (2 Ch 8.8)
And Amasa went in before them (2 Sa 20.8)
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11.14. Pronominals (II): Suffixes 121

Pronominal suffixes indicate the object of a verb, either by being suffixed directly to the
verbal form, or by being suffixed to the sign of the object. The form of the sign of the object
often changes to —-X when a pronominal suffix is added (§14.4).

MOX DAT3YY ... then you shall serve us (1 Sam 17.9).
MR DN OPRY ..., but you have deserted me, ... (Jg 10.13)
mholgh ﬂ('_?!g"ﬁw'ts ‘[5?3:["7& ... to the king who sent you (2 Kgs 1.6)

As with nouns (§7.1), the preposition 5 can show pronominal possession and indirect objects
(verbs of speaking occur with both 5 and ‘?25).

T‘W}T{U"?.? ’('2"3 “... for all the earth is mine” (Ex 19.5).
2% TOX MNPY She said to him “Father, ...” (Jg 11.36)
WY ono MY Samson said to them ... (Jg 14.
TRy o7 mRn S d to th (Jg 14.12)

Prepositions rarely occur with the relative (UR).!* Instead, the preposition that functions with
TN falls at or toward the end of the relative clause, with a pronominal suffix that agrees in
person, gender, and number with the word being modified by the JUX-clause. [The suffix will
be, e.g., fp when the referent is cities (Gn 19.29), ms when it is man (Gn 41.38; Jos 8.24).] In a
similar way, when JUR refers to a place, DU, there, comes at the end of the clause (Jg 19.26).

095 M2 WK DUWIAR .. the cities in which Lot lived (Gn 19.29)
B2 ooioN ?"H‘ﬁ ﬁtp}_;. tﬂ"s ... aman in whom is a divine spirit” (Gn 41.38)
2 Dng'j‘j UR -‘jj"\'m; ... in the wilderness into which they had pursued
77 them (Jos 8.24)

YR Mne 5BMY  She fell at the door of the man’s house
ow D‘;ﬁrj'ﬂtﬁg where her master was (Jg 19.26)
‘;}5"\'2(? ’n‘I?_J:Tn And I will stand beside my father

D@ figh 1(27& n'ug; in the field where you are (1 Sam 19.3)

14.3 Definiteness

Comparing the article, construct, and pronominal suffixes reveals that Biblical Hebrew has three
ways to indicate that a substantive is definite:
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1.

Proper nouns [names] and pronominals are definite, since they refer to a specific person or
place:

M7 David NI he, it, that (when articular)
DINAR  Abraham 11M2n Hebron
n Who? 071 they, those (when articular)

Articular common substantives are definite:

M2 the house ]ﬁb? to/for the priest
N7 the feast ﬂ?;lj'??;:ﬁ"jrj?_& after the battle

Words in construct to something that is definite, that is when the construct chain ends in:
a) a proper noun:

DI7AR N2 Abraham’s household (Gn 17.23)
M2 David’s son (2 Sam 13.1)
TN WIR the men of Judah (2 Sam 2.4)

128. Contrast the routine and common use of relative pronouns as the objects of prepositions in English.
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122 Biblical Hebrew

b) an articular substantive:

1una ’53'5; all the utensils of the Tabernacle (Ex 27.19)
BUEU 1R from the eyes of the assembly (Lv 4.13)
D‘Tﬁtﬁ?'!ﬁ‘s =27 the word of the man of God (1 Kg 13.4)

¢) a pronominal suffix or M:

'mrn he who watches over you (Ps 121.5) [your watcher]
’DTTSD] N2 my house and my courts (1 Chr 28.6)
‘W'TE a7 my holy mountain (the mountain of my holiness; Ps 2.6)
TR M3T the words of your mouth (Ps 138.4)
ﬁ?: ‘hﬂi?'? MM ... and from whose hand have I taken a ransom (1 Sa 12.3)

N.B.: A word with a pronominal suffix is both construct and definite, and the suffix ends a
construct chain and makes the entire chain definite. A substantive plus pronominal
suffix is thus a miniature construct chain of two elements contained in one form.

14.4 Verbs with Pronominal Objects

Biblical Hebrew indicates pronominal objects either by suffixing the pronominal to the object
marker (§14.2.4), or by attaching the suffix directly to the verbal form itself.

14.4.1 Form

1. The pronominal suffixes that are attached to verbs are much like those used on preposi-
tions, nouns, infinitives construct, participles, and the sign of the object (above), and can
be suffixed to any conjugation except the infinitive absolute (Lesson 16). Like most Hebrew
pronouns, they are inflected for person, gender, and number. The variation in some forms
depends on whether the verb ends in a consonant or vowel (e.g., 3fs).

Person Gender Singular Plural
" - me, to me
1st common 1 - us,tous
hl -
masc. q - 0o -
2nd fom. 7. you, to you 12 "'_129 you, to you
mo- ) D -
masc. ] him, to him n
B .~ them,
Srd o - 1- to them
fem. :T her, to her
oo

2. A few pronominal suffixes have an alternate form, with nun—which is often assimilated—
between the suffix and the verbal form. This paradigm lists all the forms of this type of
suffix that occur in Biblical Hebrew. In this form, the 3ms and 1lcp suffixes are identical,
and can be distinguished only by the context.

Person Gender Singular  Plural

1st common M- N -
2nd masc. J. -
masc. " -
3rd
fem. Mmoo

T

129. This form (2fp) occurs only on participles.
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11.14. Pronominals (II): Suffixes 123

The combination of a pronominal suffix and verbal form means that any form that ends
with —uhil (either 31- or 17 -) is a masculine plural verbal form (the first -u-) with a 3ms
suffix (-hi):

If you seek him, he will be found by you, but if you
abandon Aim, he will abandon you (2 Ch 15.2).

They will swallow Aim (Ho 8.7)

DD NER AN
:DPMX 2T MINVRON)
My

14.4.2 Function

Pronominal suffixes identify the pronominal object of the verb:

... and he sent him from the valley of Hebron (Gn 37.14)
“... and you shall anoint Aim” (Ex 29.7)
and they did not kill them (Josh 9.26)

1920 PR oY
s Wgiataial)
gaghphy x%j

TN A7
PSP M ey

2. When parsing a verb with a pronominal suffix, use the “suffix” column to identify the

“... lest we burn you ...” (Jg 14.15)
Judge me, YHWH, according to my innocence (Ps 7.9b)

person, gender, and number of the suffix (e.g., 3fp):

“... for my people have forgotten me ...” (Jr 18.15a)

Lemma | Lexical Form Gloss PGN Stem Conj. Suffix
*]mg@ nay | Jjudge 2ms Q \Y
=ty bt kill 3cp Q p 3mp
14.5 Concepts
definiteness pronominal possession
pronominal object pronominal suffix
14.6 Vocabulary

cherub (perhaps a winged bull .
with human head) aM> 205 | door [way] no 197
other side; region beyond [sthg.] 1:15.7 .206 | knowledge, understanding m_]'j .198
power, strength T YW .207 | slaughter; sacrifice mar 199
rebellion, revolt; transgression SJWB .208 tumult, uproar; crowd, multitude ]mg .200
be satisfied, satiated SJ;@ .209 arm, forearm; strength :gﬁr_ 201
in this way / manner, thus, so o .210 fat :57‘{ 202

algl . I

in front, east; eastward i 211 be pleased [with], delight [in] ’r‘Dﬂ .203

TT?D"TP (St. Vb.) T

male offspring/child =58
bull, young bull; steer 212 ST .204

uith youns ou ¢ female of fspring [ child n'.'bj
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In Ruth 3.7, Ruth, in obedience to Naomi, went to the threshing floor, and, after he fell asleep, lay

Biblical Hebrew

14.7 Exercises

Nu 22.9 DT M g
Ru25  mNim o b b
Is41.13 o8 mm Wy i

Gn 31.44; 10731 is cohortative; TV
testimony, witness

2 Sam 5.7; David
Jos 5.2; NY time; Joshua

1 Kgs 13.26; the last three words are a
quotation

Gn 29.4; Haran (place name); the last
two words are a quotation

2 Kgs 10.13; Jehu, Ahaziah; Judah

Jg 2.2; UM inhabitant

Gn 27.32; TD; first-born; Isaac, Esau

Ps 22.7; ﬁ.‘._]?ﬁﬂ worm
Jos 20.6

Gn 11.31; TT'?; daughter-in-law (the
people identified by the three proper
names] are direct objects of “Terah
took ...”); Abram, Lot, Haran

Dt5.5

2 Sam 12.7
Est 7.5
Jg 2.2

iSO e = e
S e wH mm

MMT Y R
o DUIMTOR MM MR NI npa

RIT OUTORT WN N
MM OM TR
TTITTTON AT TNTIN NSRRI

WTIN IUOR MR MR OOR WM

5] ... NN
ANTT PINT 22U M2 MIRRNG o
"oP2 EAuRYND)

TN TIN P D TN
AYY TI03 T W RN

WNRRDY nYoIn o
XTI PP 2

2712 10TIE 2T B2 DI2NIN
RERCRE N R R

RITT NP2 DD MR MY O

14.8 Enrichment: Ruth 3.16

down at Boaz’s feet. When he awoke in the middle of the night,

Boaz knew that the person lying beside him was female (and therefore used the fs pronoun), but

nR M RN

could not identify her.
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He said, “Who are you?” (Ru 3.9)

After learning the pronominal suffixes, gloss these clauses, and be prepared to explain their
structure and function. Clauses d-i can be checked against the biblical references.

WRT TR Ay TR MM a
RYT M e MY RIT b
PNT T f TR R

Before glossing these phrases and clauses, circle or mark the pronominal suffixes, and iden-
tify their person, gender, and number.

Nl
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After Ruth made her request known to Boaz, she slept, but he awakened her early in the morning
so that she could get back to the privacy of Naomi’s home without anyone knowing that a woman
had been at the threshing floor (3.14). Ruth left the threshing floor while it was still dark enough
that the two of them could not recognize each other (3.14).

When she arrived at Naomi’s house in Bethlehem, Naomi asked:

‘N2 NR™M “Who are you, my daughter?” (Ru 3.16)

This is often glossed with a question that asks about the plan’s success, for example, “How
did it go, my daughter” (NAS, NIV; cf. ESV). The question, however, shows that even Naomi—
who was certainly expecting Ruth, and who would have recognized her better than anyone else in
Bethlehem—could only tell that it was a younger female (hence “my daughter”), not that she was
Ruth.

The parallel between Naomi’s question and Boaz’s (3.9) implies that when Ruth arrived home it
was still [nearly] as dark as midnight. The author recorded this question in order to assure readers
that Boaz’s plan had succeeded—that Ruth’s visit to the threshing floor remained secret, since she
arrived at Naomi’s house while it was still too dark for anyone to identify her (cf. 3.14), even if they
had recognized that she was a woman.
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Lesson 15

STATIVE VERBS & 11°17

Languages in general have two major types of verb: stative (or static) and dynamic (sometimes
called “fientive”). Stative verbs describe their subject’s state or condition, rather than an action,
and are therefore intransitive (do not govern direct objects); the closest parallels to stative verbs in
English are the verb “to be” with a predicate adjective (He was old) and the verb “become” (He had
become unclean).

Dynamic verbs—which we have been studying since Lesson 4—describe events or actions,
including any type of movement. Dynamic verbs are therefore active, but not necessarily transitive,
since they do not necessarily occur with what we think of as direct objects (“He ran home” means
“He ran to his house”).

15.1 Stative Verbs

Stative verbs in Biblical Hebrew describe their subject’s condition or state—the way things are or
were—and so are usually glossed with forms of “to be” or “to become”. The forms of “be” that are
used to render stative verbs do not have the same function as the forms of “be” found in passive
clauses in English.!?

1. The ball was thrown. passive

2. The ball was red. stative

3. 'The ball was polished.  passive (if “polished” is a participle) or stative (if “polished” is an
adjective, as in “It was a polished ball.”).

4. TRD RM2 YN ]ﬁ'?]}jj Now Eglon was a very fat man (stative; “fat” is an adjective)

5. q0an M oy May Yuwn’s name be blessed ... (Ps 113.2; passive)

These are the most common stative verbs in Biblical Hebrew.

92> be heavy, wealthy 21 be high, exalted

xb?; be full 5'TJT be large, great
WP be holy P beold

3‘7|? be near 'U'TtT.’) be clean, pure

Ph? be far, distant N2t be unclean, impure

15.1.1 Form

1. The lexical form of most stative verbs (3ms gal perfect) has a vowel other than patah
after the second radical: either holem ('77;, belcome] large/great) or sere (XY, be[come]
unclean).

2. Apart from this difference, the paradigm of the stative verbs is the same as that of 5uit in
the perfect; strong stative verbs tend to have patah after the second radical in the imperfect
and preterite. [N.B.: Many of these forms do not occur in Biblical Hebrew.]

130. For the various passive and reflexive functions, Biblical Hebrew uses different forms of the verb,
called “stems” or binyanim (Lessons 18-21).
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Qal Perfect (5'13 be large, great)

Person Gender Singular Plural
I1st Common ’nL)jJT I was/became great 13'?jJT We were / became great
2nd Masc. DB'_TJT You were [ became great Dﬂs'jl You were [ became great
Fem.  nom At
Masc. 591 He was/became great
3rd Fem. ﬂ?'{l: She was /became great 151; They werebecame great

Qal Imperfect | Preterite (722 be heavy, wealthy, important)

Person Gender Singular Plural
1st Common <258 I was/became wealthy 922)  We were/became important
2nd ase 1320 You were [ became heavy T390 You were [ became wealthy
Fem.  *725n RE
3rd Masc. 23 Hewas/became heavy 17220 - b b
r Fem. 9250 She was/became important maasn ey were/became heavy
Qal Imperative (W"IP be holy)
Person Gender Singular Plural
ond Masc. P Be holv! WP Be holv!
n Fem. ‘W'TP e holy! TTQW'H e holy!

3. The 3ms gal perfect (lexical form) of many stative verbs is identical or nearly identical to
the ms form of the adjective of the same root, e.g.:

large, great 5"[; ‘D'TJT be large, great
old )z )z be old
strong Ehinl P be strong (also fientive: hold, seize, grasp)
[ceremonially] clean 'U'Tt:’) WﬁET_’) be [ceremonially] clean
unclean Bl Bl be [ceremonially] unclean, impure
heavy, wealthy 732 722 be heavy, wealthy
full X5 NGB befull

4. On the other hand, only one form of a stative verb looks like the adjective: 3ms gal perfect
is exactly like the ms form of the adjective. In all other forms, the stem (or “theme”) vowel—
the vowel after the second radical—varies according to the type of PGN ending, just as in the
fientive [action/dynamic] verbs (as the above paradigms show). In the adjectives, however,
the vowel does not change:

Adjectival Forms

Singular Plural Singular  Plural
Masc. 2y 23 near, 932 BM23  heavy,
Fem. n;ﬁi: nﬁj‘}i: close 7723 nﬁ'T;::J honored

15.1.2 Stative Verbs & Time

Stative verbs can refer to the present even when their form is the perfect conjugation, in the sense
that they describe a condition that characterizes the subject. This same “presentness” is part of the
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I1.15. Stative Verbs & 111 129

function of the perfect of a number of verbs of thought, emotion, and perception (e.g., Y77, 21R),
especially when they occur within quotations. In Ezk 22.4, they might be rendered as “you are ...”
or “you have become ...”

PRYR NODYIUN T2 because of your blood which you shed, you are guilty, and because
ﬁ&bﬂ ;1’&'71'7‘11&7& ":]"51553.1 of your deeds which you have done, you are unclean (Ezk 22.4)

UIRTOR CNIOR TI0T WRY the servant shall say, ‘I love my master, my wife, and my
T yamy emuinpy children’ (Ex 21.5)

Y NO ‘15?3[1 ’J_ﬁ}f ... my master, O king, you do not know (1 Kgs 1.18)

D;Jj: ngg ‘SJDW"?& -IL)DU 1:_;&5] The king said to Shimei, “You know all the evil which your heart
.[:;5 i ij nyja-b; PN knows, ...” (1 Kgs 2.44)

15.2 Fientive [Dynamic/Action] Verbs

Dynamic Verbs (transitive) Dynamic Verbs (intransitive)
mipt] love Q2P cross over, pass by /through
L};::{ eat, devour, consume ‘I‘_?U go, walk
MR say, speak T go down, descend

WSS possess, dispossess . . .
- . . WY remain, sit, settle, stay
DD write, inscribe T

- reign las king] Some verbs can be either
2% (also stative: be king) dynamic or stative in qal:
be strong

2 forsake, abandon, leave P (also dynamic: hold, seize, grasp)

'1?_331.7 stand, stop, stay
W lie down, sleep
VY listen, hear; obey

2

Bl S

guard, watch, keep

15.3 The Verb 111

Although the function of “being” is often implicit (cf. predicate adjectives, participles, and adverbial func-
tions), the verb i1 is usually glossed as “be” or “become” (the latter especially when followed by 5).

15.3.1 Forms of 7"

Because "1 ends in a vowel letter rather than a consonant, its forms are not like those of the verbs
that we have studied to this point. The primary difference is that the final 17- disappears whenever
there is an ending (and in the preterite when there is no ending). [III-77 verbs (77*77 and other verbs
like it) are discussed in Lesson 25.]'3 11777 is so important to the structure and message of Hebrew
narrative that we introduce it here. The chief characteristic of III-7 verbs is that the final 17- (which

131. This nomenclature for types of verbal roots was explained in §6.2.
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is a vowel letter, not a radical) disappears before PGN endings in all forms. It is replaced by a yod,
which is a vowel letter for either hireq or sere:

Qal Perfect of "1
Person Gender Singular Plural
1st Common ‘n‘;g I was 1]";_::1 We were
Masc. non onmn
2nd T T You were “ 7 You were
Fem. ﬁ“ﬂ -
d Masc. M He was h
TT ..
3r Fem. faiahin She was i ey were

1. The vowel letter yod (as part of hireq-yod) “replaces” the final vowel letter - before

consonantal endings (endings that begin with a consonant).

The 3fs ending NMN- “replaces” the final vowel letter i1-.

The 3cp vocalic ending - “replaces” the final vowel letter -

4. Because they are preceded by a vowel, the N- of the PGN endings does not have dages
lene.

5. The sign—means that this form does occur in the Bible.

W

Qal Imperfect of 71
Person Gender Singular Plural

1st Common IR Iam/shall be 1) Weare/shall be
Masec. 10 Ehinigl

2nd i You are/shall be s>~ You are/shall be
Fem. Rnig P hnig)

d Masc. Y Heis/shall be " ™ hall b
3r Fem. 1R She is/shall be ﬂ;";ﬂﬂ ey are/shall be

1. The vowel letter yod replaces the final vowel letter - before consonantal endings (2/3fp).
2. The vowel before the final 1- is segol (this is only for forms without PGN endings).
3. The vocalic endings ° - (2fs) and - (2/3mp) “replace” the final vowel letter 11-.

Qal Imperative of 7"

Person Gender Singular Plural

ond Masc. i Bel "7 Be!
n Fem. Rl ¢ —
Qal Preterite of 11
Person Gender Singular Plural

1st  Common | "X} [And]Iwas M3 ... we were/became
Masc. mm M

2nd —— —— : ... you were [ became 7 ... you were/became
Fem. miam
Masc. MM ... he was/became M

3rd . . 7 ... they were/became
Fem. M ... she was/became | MMM

Final 7- drops off in the preterite, so that forms without PGN endings end in Aireg-yod.
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Do not confuse forms of the Tetragrammaton (on left) with 1777 (on right).

Forms of M7
mn  Hewas [became] 3ms QP
i Y He will belcome] 3ms QF
TS| M Let him lit) belcome)! 3ms Q3

'PTT’ They will be[come] 3mpQF

ay [ And he will be[come] 3ms Q P + waw
(and Yaws) "M And he was [became] 3ms Q Pr

1. In the imperfect, the vowel after the second radical of 1% is segol.
2. In the preterite, the final 1- (a vowel letter) drops off; the -* prefix is not doubled due to
the following Sewa.

N.B.: You do not need to memorize these paradigms, but you will need to be able to recognize
and identify the forms of 1°77.

15.3.2 Functions

The verb 177 is usually glossed as “be”, “become”, “happen”, or “come to pass”. Its function is larger
than the English verb “to be”, which primarily links a topic with its [adjectival, nominal, or adver-
bial] comment (e.g., “Goliath was large”, “Goliath was a giant”, “Goliath was in front of the Philistine
army”).

The primary distinction in the function of 11°17 is between the 3ms forms and the other forms of
7177, Since the non-3ms forms are more easily explained, we discuss them first.

1. All forms of 1" can link the subject and predicate; the conjugation of 1°77 indicates the
general temporal frame of the clause.

:D;'? P DRI O QWY They are unclean, and they are/shall be unclean for
you (Lv 11.35) [both clauses have predicate adjectives]
DATANNT MM Yewd's hand was against them (Jg 2.15)
SRy MR ﬂ@b'm} ’I:T”_U wa; As I was with Moses, I shall be with you (Jos 1.5)
M215mI N % The kingdom was mine (1 Kgs 2.15)

2. Furthermore, with an expressed (nominal, substantive) subject, 11°77 is the predicate of a
stative clause to which it adds explicit temporal information (past for the preterite and
perfect, and present or future for the imperfect and w+perfect). This is not primarily a
static description, but often signals some sort of change in the subject’s condition or state,
and therefore a turn in a story. It thus often marks the beginning of a narrative segment, as
these examples illustrate:

QI M and there was light (Gn 1.3)
ﬁPJ Al :1;] ﬂn*:] There was a morning and there was an evening,
... (Gn 1.5); or “A morning was and ...”
Yﬁ;;{; ayan M There was a famine in the land (Gn 12.10; Ru 1.1);
' ' or “A famine came upon the land”
DUITTAR MM M Yawe was with Joshua, and his fame was in all
T‘ﬁ}}:{'s;: ﬁm;rg‘ M [i.e., throughout] the land (Jos 6.27)

3. When a 3ms form of 777 without an expressed (nominal, substantive) subject opens a
narrative, the 3ms preterite and w + perfect tend to signal a temporal or locational shift in
the flow of events which is identified in the next two or three words. Either an infinitive
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construct (below) with a preposition will follow the form of 7", or a temporal phrase, with
a preposition and one or more nouns.

a.

If the form is *1" (3ms gal preterite of 17), it opens a section of a past narrative built
on a series of preterites (italicized in both passages):

‘['7?3’:‘.& SANRY RN nya sm So at that time, Abimelech said (Gn 21.22)

Ny "[tmj '7"13*1 onn oM M Now in those days, Moses grew up, and he
Y &7‘1 DﬁL)ZOZ N'N vnx 5& went out to his relatives, and ke saw their
burdens, and he saw a man ... (Ex 2.11)

The form MM (waw + 3ms qal perfect of 717 is either the predicate of a simple clause,
or it introduces a series of instruction or prophecy outlined by a series of waw + perfects.
This form therefore occurs primarily within direct quotations, rather than on the main
storyline of the narrative.

DI72R Y MM Your name shall be Abraham (Gn 17.5)

oRERY ... DD%2 2N mf;x'ﬂ""; MM When your sons say to you ..., you
o o ' " shall say (Ex 12.26-27)

MM may be followed by a temporal particle, such as *2 (“when” in this context), which in
turn is then followed by one or more verb(s) in the imperfect, preterite, or waw + perfect
conjugations; 71" is rarely followed by these particles.

MR aiiial= D;'? NP> MM When Pharaoh summons you and says ... (Gn 46.33)
WM DURY ROM™D MM When he sins and is guilty and returns ... (Lv 5.23)

The combination of a form of 71°77 followed by the preposition 5 has two predominant func-
tions: possession and change in status.

a.

The combination can indicate possession (the “possessive” use of L)), with a temporal
nuance added by the conjugation of 777.

IPATIRE ﬁB'TT’:] ... and he had flocks and herds (Gn 12.16)

It can also indicate a change in its subject’s status or condition. The 5 indicates what the
subject has “become” (or, in the future, “will become”).

o WBJ"D DINT M The man became a living being (Gn 2.7)
o2 ﬁ1&5 mm It shall be a sign of a covenant (Gn 17.11)

These functions can be combined when two words are introduced by 5_one indicates the
new “owner”, and the other the subject’s new status.

727&5 15'*'1:11 ... and she became his wife (Ru 4.13); “a wife of his”
]2'7 75 M ... and he became her son (Ex 2.10)
mj’j oS- T MM ... and they shall be[come] my people (Jr 31.33)

MPpT M2 3535 ]173?" T Hebron became the inheritance of Caleb son of
1'7;:(;7_7 Jephuneh the Kenizzite (Jos 14.14)

D’ﬁ;:}‘_} ’J“TNE} 1773 VMR We shall be[come] my lord’s slaves (Gn 44.9)
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15.4 Frequency

Some forms of —by far the most common verb in Biblical Hebrew (c. 3500x), are
extremely frequent in the Bible:

ma He was [became] 3ms QP 1022x
MM He will belcome] 3ms QP +waw 776x
’ﬂ’] He was 3ms Q Pr 396x
ﬂ‘ﬂ’ He will be[come] 3msQF 334x
ﬁ;ﬁ" They will be[come] 3mpQF 130x
’ﬂ’ Let him [it] be[come]! 3ms Q J 75x

15.5 Concepts

dynamic intransitive status, change of
fientive static transitive
stative

15.6 Vocabulary'?

be/become full (st. vb.); full (adj.) x‘;rg 221 | if, then; OR ... OX = either ... or ox 213
[a] few, little (adj.) vy 222 be /become high, exalted (st. vb.) ma 214
be [ become holy; restricted in use (st. vb.) WjE .223 | [ceremonially] clean, pure (adj.) ﬁhr'b
be /become far, remote, distant (st. vb.) elam be | become [ceremonially] clean, pure minit 215
994 (st. vb.)133

far, remote, distant (adj.) == ' be | become [ceremonially] unclean,

[ : ) .. Nmp 216

impure (st. vb.); unclean, impure (adj.) =T

call, invite, summon; name; read; be able [to] (st. vb., often with infinitive
proclaim [This overlaps with 772 NP .225 | construct, §16.2.6¢); overcome, prevail 5:: 217
(Lesson 21).] (over)
near, close (adj.); be / become near, close, :‘-ﬁi, 996 fear, be afraid of (thing or person - 918
approach (st. vb.) jﬁP ' introduced by ]2, %3212, NR) (st. vb.) s
be /become whole, complete (st. vb.) DL?(Q 997 be | become heavy, severe; honored, 72> 219

wealthy (st. vb.); heavy, severe; etc. (adj.)

for, because; that; but; since, while;

when, if [N.B.: These glosses do not

exhaust its function, but will suffice for 2 220
the purposes of this grammar.]

15.7 Exercises

When you have reviewed the forms and function of 71", gloss these clauses, parsing all verbal forms.
Ps 104.1b; TR very, much TRD poTy TR M 1

Ex 3.5; D"?ﬂ [to] here DL?,'I :an'L)g TNy 2

132. This list includes all stative verbs with strong verbal roots that occur fifty times or more in Biblical
Hebrew. Stative verbs from other root types will be introduced later.
133. About one-half of the occurrences of both 71 and XY are in Lyv.
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134 Biblical Hebrew
1 Sam 2.22; Eli wn T by 3

Gn 27.2; N7 is construct singular of n Spn o nom NS IRt RIT1IT 7?_;&3’] 4

Ly 18.25; RPM1 and it vomited (3fs Pr); Moy MY TIPERY PONT oM 5
U inhabitant (ms Q Ptc) SRR PIRT RPM
Ex 2.11; Moses muh STm onn o 6
Gn 18.2; 13PN property; Abram 121 A9232 MIpna '['&?:3 732 072N T
2 Sa 20.17; TR (2ms pronoun with YT RS TUR Xopm 8
interrogative -1) Is it you?; 1N [female] WwnY wny
servant; Joab :xﬁ,_fxs IR

[each line is a separate clause] HQU‘WSJ :jl?

TTON 1127

TOR 27pM

IRT IORT TURT MRM
NN

TORN 727 YRy A5 N
:’:}J&:: e 1?;&”]

Gn 9.1 (| Gn 1.28); 71D be fruitful; 137 :PINTIR WOMI 1271 12 o> MmN 9
maultiply (both are 2mp Q imperative)

Locate all of the occurrences of "7 and 177 in Genesis 11.27-13.18, as well as any stative verbs,
and identify their function.

15.8 Enrichment: Genesis 13.2

Since the 3ms qal perfect of stative verbs are identical in form to the masc. sing. adjective, the
interpretation of some clauses is open to debate, with potentially significantly different interpre-
tations. In Gn 13.2, for example, does 722 describe a state or condition, or is it a flashback to Gn
12.16? The three interpretations are all grammatically permissible:

Now Abram was very wealthy (723 as either 3ms qal perfect or ms adj.)
'IR?:Q 732 072X Now Abram became very wealthy (732 as 3ms gal perfect)
Now Abram had become very wealthy (722 as 3ms gal perfect)

There is probably not a great deal of difference in the long run—however we translate it, Abram
was veru wealthy. The larger question is how this wealth affected his relationship with Lot, and
thus we might want to get some idea of when the troubles between Lot’s and Abram’s shepherds
may have begun.

Our interpretation of the events of Gn 12, and of the relationship between Gn 12 and 13, will
affect how we read this clause. The verb can only be interpreted in reference to its clause and
the larger context. Gn 12.16 says that however well-to-do Abram had been, his wealth greatly
increased after Pharaoh took Sarai, which in turn suggests that Gn 13.2 is meant to remind the
reader of what had happened in Egypt (Gn 12.16). This in turn suggests that the third option listed
above—the past perfect—is the best in this context. We are here searching in the shadows between
philology and interpretation, but its occurrence in a disjunctive clause also suggests a flashback to
events before the immediately preceding preterite (“Abram went up from Egypt, ...”; Gn 13.1).

134. A double vertical line (]|) means that two texts are identical (or nearly so), or else that they are
parallel poetic lines.
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Lesson 16

THE INFINITIVES & SUMMARY OF QAL

Hebrew has two forms that are called “infinitives”—the infinitive construct (NC) and the infinitive
absolute (NA). The names refer to whether or not the particular infinitive can occur with affixes;
NC routinely occurs with prepositions and pronominal suffixes, whereas NA does not. The term is
traditional but unfortunate, for two reasons: (1) their identity as infinitives does not depend on the
presence of a preposition as does the infinitive in English (“to ...”); (2) their function overlaps with
that of the English infinitive only occasionally. On the other hand, because they seem merely to
name an action or event without further specification, they are genuinely “non-finite” in function.

16.1 Form

In nearly all verbs, NC (infinitive construct) is essentially identical to the 2ms imperative. The gal
infinitive absolute (Q NA) has games after the first radical and solem after the second radical. This
chart lists 2ms gal imperfect and imperative for comparison.

imperfect imperative infinitive infinitive

(2ms) (2ms) construct absolute

Suin Suinn S i S
an> mighly ans lgh lgho)
bl aoun bl bl bl
uny SJ?_JQ]'D SJ?_DTLj SJ?_J@' lﬁ?ﬂ@

16.1.1 Infinitive Construct (NC): Function (HBI §2.2.6)

1. Infinitives (NC & NA) are inflected for stem, but not for person, gender, or number. Instead,
they use pronominal suffixes to indicate pronominal subjects (“he”, “they”), or nouns to indi-
cate nominal subjects; in some uses the subject is implied from the context.

2. If the subject is a noun, it follows the infinitive construct; if the subject is pronominal (“he”,
“they”), it is suffixed (almost every time a pronoun follows an infinitive construct, the infini-
tive is "85 and the pronoun begins the direct quotation).

3. If NC has an object, the object may be suffixed (in which case the subject will be a noun), or
it may follow the infinitive (in which case the subject may be either a suffix or noun). These
clauses illustrate the possibilities:

W2 when ke guards or that he may guard
2PYTOR Y2 when ke guards Jacob
IR 72 MR N After he buried him (1 Kgs 13.31)
,‘mn'jm Djrg‘;'j to teach them war (Jg 3.2)
T T [the pronominal object may be considered
“indirect” in English]
hininh P27 3TN 15]?;@';1 and when he heard the words of Rebecca his
' ' A A " sister (Gn 24.30)
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5.

Biblical Hebrew

NC often occurs with prepositions (as the above examples show); the preposition indicates
the function of the subordinate clause. When NC occurs with a preposition other than 5, it
tends to be the predicate of a temporal [circumstantial] clause. In these cases its temporal
reference—or “tense”—is relative to that of the main clause. Both prepositions -2 and -2
convey contemporaneous action (when, while, as); the temporal aspect depends on the prepo-
sition and the cotext.!3

When my lord the king sleeps with his fathers,
1‘@3§'D3} ‘['WDU'"J'IN :;Qj:;: mm ... (1Kgl21).
[The future is indicated by introductory 1711.]
MIRTIN ﬁﬁ;i: nint SRS after he buried his father (Gn 50.14).
When he saw the gold ring ... and when he heard
L)
ERL nm: i the words of Rebecca his sister (Gn 24.30).

1ﬂh§ P37 2R W?;@;ﬂ [The past is indicated by introductory *171.]

The prepositions that occur most frequently with infinitives are:

2

=

when 22 1&7;,7'5?5 PrsY N273 when Isaac spoke to Esau his son (Gn 27.5)

while PIR MI2TTAR WY YD when Esau heard his father’s words (Gn 27.34)

to n'rj"p:;j nnon PR }_Zmzj'? ... to hear Solomon’s wisdom (1 Kgs 5.14)

And if you walk in my ways by keeping my

-1 - $a - nilntrla
by [Xl-ing Bl 7?3‘;75 2R '[L)ﬂ ex statutes (1 Kgs 3.14)

R

after 1*11113;:;'{:;; ‘15?3{1'3;&7 piat after the king slept with his fathers (2 Kgs 14.22)

P

before m*';gg N2 !;5'7 before the fugitives came (Ek 33.22)'%

135.
136.
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When the phrase 01°2 (in the day [that]) precedes NC, it usually has the same contempo-
raneous function as the prepositions -2 and -3 (i.e., when, while, as), although it can also
refer to a specific period of time (daylight, twenty-four hours, etc.). This sometimes affects
our reading of the text—does Nu 30.9 mean that the husband must restrain his wife imme-
diately (“when he hears”), or either before sundown or within the next twenty-four hours
(“on the day that he hears”)?

'TW?J IR ﬂ'?W DT: wwx: just as when Moses sent me (Jos 14.11)
n-m D"T'?N m: m‘: ... when God created them (Gn 5.1)

'me N 'ND’N :J?Jw m*: ONY  and if, when her husband hears,
" he restrains her, ... (Nu 30.9)

With a prefixed 9, NC (infinitive construct) has four main functions (not all of these are

qgal NC):

a. telic (purpose, result); thls is always the case when it occurs with ]L’D'? and often when
it occurs with prefixed

WJWB D’DVTBDD 1&:”1 They came from all the peoples to hear
'T?D'?W P2 PR Solomon’s wisdom (1 Kgs 5.14).

-IBD—T 5?{ 127 D-W R ‘SJD T'T'?W’W Toi sent Joram his son to King David to ask
D15W5 35- '7&!275 M him for peace and to bless him because he
MYITIN2 Dn'j] UNR L);J mﬁ:'?\ had fought against Hadad-ezer (2 Sa 8.10).

-mzm'm -;-ms 170732 ... ... inthe garden of Eden to serve [¢ill] it and
to guard it (Gn 2.15)

This function is precisely analogous to the infinitive with prepositions in Greek.
The form ’JD"? is not common before infinitives construct.
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11.16. The Infinitives & Summary of Qal 137
b. gerundive (glossed as “by ing”; the blank is filled by the infinitival verb)

ﬁw'ji?’? n;u_jg =i bt 'ﬁméj Keep the Sabbath day by sanctifying it (Dt 5.12);
o ' (the main verb is an imperatival infinitive absolute
(16.1.2.1))
Tﬂ'?& i '71;'92 SJ?_DQ]'D "2  When you obey YawH your God by keeping all his
PRISn-5onR akeh  commands (Dt 13.18)

c. complementary,completing or explaining a “vague verb” (52" “be able”, i) “finish”, S
“cease”, the hifil of 7|0 “do again, repeat”. NC can have this function with or without 5.
[In Jg 3.18 and Ru 1.18, English style suggests their gerundive gloss.]

mlgi "205 bowaN ... ... if you are able to count them (Gn 15.5)
:U’?{{ 1;?'? '7'_17'm] She stopped talking to her (Ru 1.18); She ceased to talk ...
ainblolamahy D"WPU'? ﬂ'?: ... ... he finished offering the tribute (Jg 3.18)

d. quotative frame. The form ﬁ'mi'? (Q NC [gal infinitive construct] of TMN; trad., saying)
is the most common infinitive construct in Biblical Hebrew, usually following verbs of
speech other than MR (although it does occur with TMR):

aianb PUIMTIR MY They answered Joshua, saying, ... (Jos 1.16)
7?3&'? D’D&T{‘??_ﬁ DU"?SJ ng%wm I sent messengers to them, saying, “... (Ne 6.3)
7?3&'? PIVITOR V32 8" Boaz commanded his servants, saying, “... (Ru 2.15)

N.B.: Although 5 occurs far more frequently with NC than any other preposition, and even
though the 5 is often glossed as “to”, it is not the “sign of the infinitive” as the word “to”
is in English. [In other words, “go” is not an English infinitive, but “to go” is.] In contrast,
BW@—with or without the prefixed 5 is an infinitive construct.

8. NC is negated by either ‘D'?:-_’. or ’Db:'?, expressing negative purpose or result, or a negated

gerundive.
un-Hor mbab M8 ... I commanded you not to eat from it ...
' - (Gn 3.11)
nowT NN A7 M535 7512 wipn  They pressed the king not to burn the scroll

‘[’HL)R MR M2WNTR .. lest you forget Yawr your God by not
PRISH Y *n’j;b keeping his commandments ... (Dt 8.11)

16.1.2 Infinitive Absolute (NA): Function (HBI §2.2.7)

“Absolute” means that no prefixes (e.g., prepositions) or suffixes are affixed to it except the conjunc-
tion waw (147x) and interrogative — (23x%).

infinitive infinitive

construct absolute
Suin S Suin
ans lgho) lgho)
2w 20w 250
1Y Y iy

1. NA usually occurs in a clause with a finite form of the same verb. This makes it fairly easy
to recognize, because there are two forms of the same verbal root in one clause. It apparently
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focuses or strengthens the function of the main verb.’*” Its gloss depends on the function of
the main verb (stem and conjugation) and the context.

PO :Bpxh 55N e 5'3{; “From [any] tree of the garden you may freely eat, but
D DM L U 2% P from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil ..., you
shall surely die” (Gn 2.16-17)

AN 71?325 “I most certainly said ...” (1 Sam 2.30)
‘I’L/‘I,m n;'?;?;;a-ms VIR ;_z'jiT I will certainly tear the kingdom from you (1 Kgs 11.11)

2. When NA occurs alone, it serves as the main verb in its clause. When it does this, its func-
tion is equivalent to that of any conjugation, but is most often imperatival.

TDE D?U_"x TTW?J jf&m” Moses said to the people, “Remember this day!”
o oraTRY (Ex13.3)
D‘_?(Qﬁ’ NN RO ‘['7:1 Go call in the ears of Jerusalem (Jr 2.2)
R i“E R o) Jain) 115:1 Go and wash ... and you will be clean (2 Kgs 5.10)

3. Infinitive absolutes (NA) of two different verbal roots can occur side-by-side, especially NA
of ‘=|5.‘l, in the sense of continually or constantly.

51'1%1 "[15:1 m7 ‘15*] David continued to grow strong (2 Sam 5.10
' ' [ =2 Ch 11.9]); grew stronger and stronger
N2 VP '11"7:7 ... ... continually blowing the horns (Jos 6.9)
193y 1o 15y . ... and they were weeping as they went up
T (2 Sam 15.30)

4. NA5 cannot be directly negated, although the main verb of its clause may be negated with 8
or ON.

16.2 Summary of the Qal Stem

It is helpful to think of verbal forms in Hebrew as containing certain “diagnostics” that help us
identify the stem and form of the verb. The most basic of these are the PGN prefixes and endings
for the perfect, imperfect (cohortative, jussive), preterite, and imperative. You must be able to iden-
tify these at sight.

Perfect Imperfect Imperative
Person Gender Sg. Pl Sg. Pl Sg. PL

1st common n - N - - N -3

masc. n- o R o1-n | o 1.
2nd ' i .o

fem.  p.ogp- o coenomen oW

masc. - Y- - 1.0
3rd ! i

fem. n, - - M -n

Since the PGN affixes are common to all stems and types of verbal root, they do not enable us to
distinguish a verb’s stem (which often affects or determines the verb’s function). It is instead the
vowels that “attach” the subject [PGN] prefixes to the verbal root and the vowel after the second
radical that are the primary diagnostic of the verb’s stem. We will address this as we encounter
each stem (Lessons 18-21).

137. The vagueness of this statement reflects the generally vague understanding that biblical scholars
have of the significance and function of NA in such cases.

6006TS-PUTNAMO-ch16 138 7/9/10 3:25:30 PM



16.2.1 The Qal Stem

11.16. The Infinitives & Summary of Qal

139

The sign of the gal are the a-vowels of the perfect, the (occasional) holem of the imperfect, impera-
tive, and infinitive construct, and the holem and sureq of the qal active and passive participles. In
imperfect and preterite, the primary signal that a verb is gal is the hireq under the prefix.

The primary diagnostic for the qal is therefore negative: no prefix or doubling in the
perfect, imperative, participle, and infinitives, and hireq as the prefix vowel in the imper-
fect (cohortative, jussive), and preterite. This paradigm summarizes the gal. [See also the full

paradigm in Appendix D.]

Conjugation PGN Fientive Verbs Stative Verbs
Perfect 3ms Suin aio)
Imperfect 3ms ‘927?3?’ 'I.?.;JT?
Preterite 3ms '727?3'] '[;:'J-’_]
Imperative [2]ms ‘7(;7?3 ‘1;3
Inf. Const. 5&7?3 "13:-:)
Inf. Abs. Sty Ta3
Ptc. (active) ms 5&7?3 T
Ptc. (passive) ms '71&7?;

Qal perfects tend to have a-vowels; qal imperfects and preterites tend to have o- or

The prefix vowel in qal imperfect and preterite is hireq.
The “stem” or “theme” vowel (gal imperfect, preterite, imperative, infinitives) is either holem
(fientive roots) or patah (stative roots); this only appears when there is no ending or a conso-

Qal active participle is nearly the only verbal form with holem after the first radical.
Qal passive participle is the only verbal form with a u-vowel between the second and third

1.
a-vowels.
2.
3.
nantal ending.
4.
5.
radicals.
6.

Qal is the only stem that lacks both a stem prefix (perfect, imperative, infinitives, & parti-
ciple), and a doubled middle radical. [The significance of this will become clear as we study
the other stems.]

16.2.2 The Conjugations

We have now reviewed all of the conjugations of the Hebrew verb, as they appear in the qal stem of
the strong verb. How are the functions of these conjugations related?
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1.

The perfect (P) and preterite (Pr) are complementary. The predicate of an “interruptive”
disjunctive clause may be in the perfect. The predicate of the disjunctive clause may also be
either participial or non-verbal, in which case the clause contains background information
about the setting. This is one way in which Biblical Hebrew shows a “flashback”—an event
that happened before the story—or compares the actions or situations of two characters.
The imperfect (F) and w + perfect (w + P) are complementary. If a disjunctive clause “inter-
rupts” the w + perfect chain of instructions, commands, or predictions, the predicate of the
disjunctive clause will usually be in the imperfect, signaling that the event is secondary to
the main line of the instructions, etc.

Infinitives construct (NC) are either circumstantial (often after °7111) or complementary,
filling out “vague verbs”, telic (showing purpose or result), or else they function as gerunds.
They may do this after any finite conjugation (imperfect, preterite, perfect, imperative).
Infinitives absolute appear to modify the function of the main verb; if the clause lacks a
main verb, their function must be determined by context.

Participles (Ptc) are functionally adjectives, modifying or functioning as nouns, although
they occasionally occur with a form of 777, apparently as a way of saying that someone “was
doing” something.
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5. The conjugations can occur with various affixes [in addition to the subject (PGN)]:

This conjugation ... can be combined with ...
pronominal
conjunction w- article prepositions suffixes

imperFect yes no no yes
Preterite always no no yes
imperatiVe yes no no yes
Perfect yes no no yes
Participle yes yes yes yes
iNfinitive Construct yes no yes yes
iNfinitive Absolute yes no no no

a. Thus any verbal form with an article, for example, is a participle; a conjunction-less
verb cannot be preterite, etc.

“Yes” does not mean “always”.

“Always” means “always”.

d. “No” means “never”.

o T

16.3 Frequency

More than one-tenth (11%) of all verbs in Biblical Hebrew are infinitives (6985 occurrences
in Biblical Hebrew), but infinitives construct (9%) are far more common than infinitives
absolute (1%).

16.4 Concepts

circumstantial clause  infinitive absolute temporal clause
gerundive infinitive construct  vague verb

16.5 Vocabulary

there is/are not (opp. 317); no; "R ™
open (vb.) nnR 236 | ften ~ without : v .228

I

innocence (§2.4/3); not (adv.); except, unless (cj.) us. 53

. ’ 3 2 = .22

righteousness R 87 *n‘::b or "ﬂ‘?l?ﬁ ’I_ﬁb; 9
north ]ﬁgg .238 | wine ]'f .230

abundance, multitude, . right (hand, side); cf. Benjamin .
great quantity A" 239 (“son of my right hand”); south Ty 231
chase, persecute, pursue r]jﬁ .240 | seat, throne No> 232
rejoice, be glad Y 241 | number, total opon 233
hate N 242 | dwelling; Tabernacle ]DW?D .234
break, smash, shatter NaW 243 | assembly (trad. “congregation”) Y 235
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16.6 Exercises

141

After learning the forms of the gal infinitives construct and absolute, and reviewing the gal system,

gloss these clauses, parsing the verbs. Remember that infinitives have no PGN; if they have a

pronominal suffix, it is identified by PGN in the “suffix” column.
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2 Sam 15.10; 9371 spy (here secret ARG Sy wawboa oobn oibyax noun
messengers); 7@@7 ram’s horn; Absalom; jgwj 517 jahy DDSJDWD
Hebron

kgl m‘;wnx T5n o

Gn 37.8; interrogative —T; when whHY o Tonm vox 15 Mnrn
followed by &N, the two clauses express na Shinn Siwn-ox
alternatives (real or hypothetical) ! ' !

Gn 3.24; ]DW’1 he caused to dwell;
PR [to thel east of; 14 garden; Eden;
D“ﬂ life

2030277 TII7P BTR 12Un
OV PY 7T e

Qo 3.6, 8; T2 throw away (ownb nyy meh ny
(hifil of ‘[Lﬂﬂ) X3S Py 285 Ny
m")w n mnbn ny

Jr 45.1;7;‘;! he said; Jeremiah, ']7'12 5& N’:J'T 17’?31’ 72'[ 'HUR WD'I'T
Baruch, Neraiah MONT 227NN 12002 1R
MR B TDoTHY

Ex 15.26; this is not a complete
sentence

Cmox M Sieh paun pingor RN
Pr 6.22; 22U lie down; [the subject of ‘["'75;7 ekl fnbelijel
IIAWN (3fs) is “Wisdom”]

1 Sam 24.21 Ti5nRn Ton 3 Ny

Jos 14.7; 7]W D’Uﬂﬁx ]:. 40 years old; DR MM” 'T:SJ WWD T'TL)W: ’.‘Jx -T]W D”L’:ﬁx ]3
511 to spy (D); Moses, Kades Barnea PIRTTON ‘;m‘; ¥N2 wIEn

2 Ch 24.1; TT;@ SJ;W']Z 7 years old,
Joash

5n2 U oY pu

Dt 6.17 [the nun on ]17?3‘211 does not
affect its function]

MM MISRTIR YR TNy

1 Sa 8.7; ONR reject, spurn; refuse; the ONRR '[DN NS o)
second ™= but DY 7o 0N MRS
1 Sam 23.15; XM and he saw (3ms Q

Pr < IR7); XY go out; WP: seek; David,
Saul

RWEIAY Wpah DY XETD M7 N

Gn 41.49 2 + 7D until, 59 stop,
cease

20 PR7D B85 ST Ty

.10

11

12

13

14
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142 Biblical Hebrew

Dt 12.23; 27 only; 93RN (2ms Q F) WD NI 077 D o7 55K moab pimpa 15
Mw2mEy o SoNnND

Dt 21.14; 721 sell (7137- 3fs suffix) neD2 MIDnATRS Asmy 16

2 Sam 19.6-7; MW you have shamed; DT MWaT ToNTTON aRT men 17

both NCs are gerundive (“by ing”) me nR -1:-1:.45 TI2Y" 5: BTN

TamNIN XD

16.7 Enrichment: Gerundive Infinitives Construct

As the functions outlined above suggest, not all infinitives construct are created equal. In Deuter-
onomy 10.12, for example, the first infinitive construct, to fear, presents the basic response of the
Israelites, whereas the next three—by walking ... loving ... serving—expound what “fear” means in
this covenantal context:

L?NﬁW’ R Therefore, Israel,
Eiekye) '7&27 ‘["!5& M M what does YawH your God ask from you
TIoR MR RO ER 3 but fo fear Yawn your God
"o ‘7::: no55 by walking in all his ways
nR "r:\."rx'vw and by loving him,
'["15& MR "135151 and by serving YHwH your God
"[WDJ '7331 ‘1235 5:: with all of your heart and all of your being (Dt 10.12).
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Lesson 17

QUESTIONS, NEGATIVES, NUMERALS

This lesson addresses three syntactical and functional topics: (1) explicit and implicit questions;
(2) negated clauses (at which we have already glanced under the topic of “irrealis” (§6, §6.11,
§10.3); and (3) numerals. Combining these in one lesson does not mean that they are unimportant.
Numerals occur in nearly 3000 verses (and not just in genealogies and the book of Numbers!), and
there are more than 6000 negated statements and nearly 900 explicit questions.

17.1 Asking Questions

Biblical Hebrew asks questions in two basic ways. Explicit questions begin with an interrogative
form, such as an interrogative pronoun or adverb, or the interrogative particle -71. Implicit ques-
tions—which are much less common—are required or suggested by the context. Unlike English,
Biblical Hebrew has no question mark.

17.1.1 Interrogative Adverbs

1. Biblical Hebrew has a number of interrogative adverbs, which can ask about location, direc-
tion (“where”), reason (“why”), or manner (“how”). Since a good many questions in Biblical
Hebrew are rhetorical—asked not to gain information, but to make a point (e.g., Gn 4.9;
Ps 42.4, 10)—the line between questions and exclamations is often blurred (e.g., J"R in Is
14.11 and 2 Sam 1.5).

mS pbigigtelil M5 Why have you forgotten me?
ﬂ?J'? Whyt Hex '[5& ‘TTP'T'I?J'? Why do I go about mourning? (Ps 42.10)
higkin Why? 72x ppisln b in ki e Why is my master weeping? (2 Kgs 8.12)
D?r_:@}; D'?gJT R How you have fallen from heaven!
TR How? (Is 14.11)
) Why? 61x  SINY nRTD YT PR How do you know that Saul is dead?
N How! ’ T (2 Sam 1.5)
W‘S_JD erl HT:!D: ﬂ;’§§ Houw the city sits solitary, ...! (La 1.1)
R Where [is]? 56x ﬂ’ﬂ"?& 1R Where is your God (Ps 42.4)
MIRN [To] where? 42x "I‘Jﬂ aigh JERbH “Where are you going?” (Zc 2.6)
N Where? 31x TR 53,‘! N Where is Abel, your brother? (Gn 4.9)
MmN Y How long? 11x HLJN'L)L)T_JI‘] MINTIY How long will you say these things (Jb 8.2)

TN From where? 9x M MR N Py N85  Idid not know where they were from
' T T (1 Sam 25.11)
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144 Biblical Hebrew

17.1.2 Interrogative -1

The interrogative particle -] introduces “yes-no” questions by being prefixed to the first word of a
direct or indirect question.!3®

3% 2537 AmIadog? (1 Sam 17.43)
L)N:RD’ ‘DSJU Is Israel a slave/servant? (Jr 2.14)
PO ’ﬁg{ ‘WNDTT Am I my brother’s keeper? (Gn 4.9)
NN PITS oW ARy x'hﬂ] And are not Zadok and Abiathar there with you? (2 Sam 15.35)

2. The vowel under the interrogative -1 varies according to the first letter of the word to which
it is attached:

Interrogative If the word begins with ... Example
-1 any non-guttural followed by a full vowel njrzrgn Did she keep watch?
L el idoediy el dber e i s
) or any non-guttural followed by a half-vowel D‘HSxU Did God ...?
-1 any guttural followed by games or games hatuf ’DJ&T{,‘! AmTI...?

3. The compound form x‘IL?D x5 + -7 introduces a negative rhetorical question—that is, a
question that assumes a positive answer. These might be represented with or without a
“tag question” in English (e.g., “Am I not YHWH?” versus “I'm YHwH, aren’t 1?”), or even
“indeed”. The question’s cotext (literary context) and content determine which might be
more appropriate).

ST O N5 Am I not Yawe? (Ex 4.11)
TR DN Nﬁ‘?ﬂ “Am I not your she-donkey, ...?” (Nu 22.30)
oony DD’H"?N mm N‘)n Is not YuwH your God with you? (2 Chr 22.18)

4. Polar questions—“yes/no” questions that pose a choice between opposites—end with NS onN
(“... or not” questions; e.g., Jg 2.22), introduce each choice with interrogative —7 (Nu 13.18b),
or end with &X followed by an adjective (Nu 13.18c).

53?@7'11}5 o2 niv ]S.Z?_:'? ... in order to test Israel by them—
MM 0TTNR O 0MMUT whether they will observe the way of Yawn
:X5ON ... ... ornot (Jg 2.22).

RUTTAR PIONOTOAR DOWRTN and see the land, what it is,
TT"?SJ W oPITINY - and the people who live in it
n270 X PII‘T;‘T —uwhether they are strong or weak,
120708 NI BURT  [whether they are] few or many (Nu 13.18).

5. Implicit questions are not marked (interrogative —1 occurs only 746x). Some questions are
semi-explicit, introduced by a verb such as 5&27, “he asked”, but most must be recognized
from the context, which means that there is often disagreement about whether or not a

138. It is preceded twice by the conjunction -1 (2 Sa 15.35; Zc 3.1).
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11.17. Questions, Negatives, Numerals 145

particular clause is a question or a statement. In 1 Ch 22.18, David exhorts the leaders of
Israel by asking a rhetorical question (introduced by &5?}). Does the force of the interroga-
tive carry over to the next clause or not? It can be read either way:

pony 02oR MM X5 Is not Yawn your god with you?
2°2en DD'? "M And has he not given you rest all around? or
And he has given you rest all around (1 Ch 22.18).

Nor does the rest of the sentence (“for he has given into my hand the inhabitants of the land,

and the land has been subjugated before YawH and his people.”) answer the question, since
it fits both readings.

17.2 Negatives

Biblical Hebrew has three main negative clause-level adverbs—&'?, 51‘5, ]?S/]’S—as well as a number
of relatively infrequent negatives (e.g., "D‘?E, Lesson 16). These largely and usually negate the
clause in which they occur.
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The adverbs X5 and 5?5 negate clauses.

it ONR WY N1 ... but they did not listen to Moses (Ex 6.9)
1'7!'1: x> mm h&_{j’_\: ... but the fear of Yuws they did not choose (Pr 1.29)
"2 "DNjP'ge I did not call, my son ... (1 Sam 3.6)
N2 SR-OR DY MR Jehoshaphat said, “The king should not say so” (1 Kgs 22.8)

N5 and '[‘?_{ can also occur in single-element statements as “No”, when the rest of the sentence
is understood from the context:

i gni=hy YW BT phy “... and he says, ‘Is there a man here?’, you shall say,
‘No'.” (Jg 4.20)
1,52 jhj; o NS 1ANRN They said, “No. Instead/But, we will spend the night
in the square” (Gn 19.2).

'R negates non-verbal clauses as “There is/was not/no”. When it negates a participle, its
subject is often a pronominal suffix. When the participle itself is the subject, 1"R1 can func-
tion like “without ...” (Lv 26.36).

]/‘jk;{ﬂ"?;; ‘J?ﬁ; "R There is none like me in all the earth (Ex 9.14)
atinia i miis bombl TN URD Just as you do not know what the way of the spirit
o ' o is (Qo 11.5)
TN '1'7921 ... and they will fall without a pursuer (Lv 26.36)

"R also occurs with nouns and participles in the sense of “there is no one who” or “without”:

:ﬂ}]"@'? DNIR NIRRT ... but there was no interpreter of them for Pharaoh (Gn 41.8);
... no one to interpret them ...

W RY ... but there will be no [without a] deliverer (Dt 28.29)
R R N3 "R No one went out and no one went in (Josh 6.1)

"N occurs with the possessive preposition 5 to indicate that someone “does not have” some-
thing. The '7 is prefixed to the person who “does not have”:

$51% 121 ... and he had no son (Dt 25.5)
533 W‘S'? RN but if the man has no “redeemer, ...” (Nu 5.8)
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17.3 Numerals

Like English, Hebrew has two sets of numerals, cardinal (e.g., “one”, “two”, “three”) and ordinal,
which identify order (e.g., “first”, “second”, “third”).

17.3.1 Cardinal Numerals

Cardinal numerals are words that refer to the amount or quantity of something (“ten years”, “thirty

shekels”).

“One” — “Ten”

“Tens”

“Masculine” “Feminine”

i As
=)ol =Nl
why Ll
DAy TuaTN
wan aielela

wY Y
vy Y
My miy
ijg non
0y TRy

one

two (the initial Sewa is silent in the feminine)

three
four
five
six
seven
eight
nine

ten

Nl
SRS
=ity
=
=l
mpblakiy
Bruwn
oy

thirty
forty
fifty
sixty
seventy
eighty
ninety

twenty (plural of “ten”)

1. Apart from “one” and “two”, the main difference between the masculine and feminine forms

is the “feminine ending” (71-).

2.  When the feminine forms occur in the construct, the final - is replaced by D- (as in nouns);

e.g., QY / MILY.

3. The numeral “one” usually follows the noun that it modifies and agrees with it in gender
and definiteness. If there is no noun, it functions like an indefinite “one” in English, often

with the article.

VD INRTUN 12

oo AR iR

TR oipnoR 7% oo
T2 TN DU

We are the sons of one man [@ man] (Gn 42.11)
They [shall] have one law (Lv 7.7)

Everything goes to one place (Qo 3.20)

The name of [the] one was Pishon (Gn 2.11)

4. The numeral that signals “two” can either precede or follow its noun, which is in the plural.
If it precedes, it is in construct, but does not mean “two of ...”. “Two” also occurs with

pronominal suffixes:

oY D Ty
T2 Y IR
T2 OM W AP T RN

ainali=hirt iRl

two pillars (2 Chr 3.15)
... and her two sons (Ex 18.3)

YnawH said to her, “Two nations are in your womb”

(Gn 25.23)

The two of them ate together (Jg 19.6)

5. The numerals that represent “three” through “ten” disagree in gender with the noun that

they modify.

m™a ﬂ%:ﬁ H!g'?fﬁ These three were Noah’s sons (Gn 9.19)
703 o'opY MYnm  five shekels of silver (Ly 27.6)
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11.17. Questions, Negatives, Numerals 147
6. Hundreds & thousands:

R 100
DOND 200 (dual ending)
niNm woY 300
... ete.
m58 1,000
2858 2,000 (dual ending)
ooy NESY 8,000
. ' etc.
7227 / m27 10,000
o039 20,000 (dual ending)
nian by 30,000
' etc.

”» «

7. #6 (above) illustrates how Hebrew forms compound numerals (e.g., “thirteen”, “ninety-nine”,
“one hundred forty-two”): numerals are either juxtaposed or linked with the conjunction ).
Determining whether to multiply or add large numerals is contextual.

Ty 2R wpybD  fourteen people in all (Gn 46.22)
MR OWY DN WY 621 (Ez 2.26)
PINR WM A58 DWITNY MY 46,500 (Nu 1.21)

8. The preposition -2 occurs with numerals in the sense of “approximately” or “about”:

WN PIND Y2IRD  about four hundred men (1 Sam 22.2)
DY YD  about ten years (Ru 1.4)

9. Age is usually indicated by the phrase “the son of X years”:

MY owauh oy w};n']; 09281 Now Abram was seventy-five years old ... (Gn 12.4)
qg’;n; VTUNRY MY n;?:tp"]; Josiah was eight years old when he became king (2 Kgs 22.1)

17.3.2 Ordinal Numerals

Ordinal numberals are adjects that tell the order in which something occurred. Apart from the
words for “first”, they are generally formed by adding ® - to the cardinal forms. Ordinal numerals
are not inflected for gender:

]?D'N'] first (cf. DYWUNR", beginning; WX, head)

X first (occasionally)
‘YJW second

sgow  third

WA fourth (cf. Y3M)

wnn it
’WW sixth

WY seventh

Y eighth

ﬂvan ninth

*1*&75_7 tenth
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1. The ordinals function as attributive adjectives, following their noun and agreeing with it in
gender, number, and (usually) definiteness:

UaWn 092 "M On the seventh day ... (Josh 6.15)
TRy 0v2 w2t 0921 On the fourth day, ten bulls, ... (Nu 29.23)
]ﬁr_‘_{}_{ NI ]ﬁ(ﬁxj IR Tamthe first and | am the last (Is 44.6)

2. Ordinals only function from “first” to “tenth”; beyond “tenth”, Biblical Hebrew uses cardinal
numerals:

noea N Y They made [celebrated] the Passover in the

WIS o9 WY TN ]WJ'N'W.’L first [month] on the fourteenth day of the
T TToTT T ‘" month (Nu 9.5).

RS 7Y 0Py MY In the twelfth year of Ahaz ... (2 Kgs 17.1)

17.4 Concepts

cardinal numeral non-verbal clause polar question
interrogative negation rhetorical question
ordinal numeral

17.5 Vocabulary

nine win 252 | one (m., f.) noR TR 244
ten "oy Y two (m., f.) DRy oY
Tt ** 253 TE 7245

twenty =i lia)i] second (ord.; m., f.) Doy
hundred NG

——— 254 | three w246
two hundred mplghya) T
thousand q%x

255 | four DanR 247
two thousand D’@'?S :
first (ord.) ]ﬁ:ﬁxj .256 | five W 248
first; beginning (n.) DOWND 257 | six w249
half “$r 258 | seven vay 250
shekel (approx. 11.4 g, 0.5 0z.) SPW .259 | eight MY 251

17.6 Exercises

You will find numerals for the populations of the tribes of Israel in the following verses. Fill in the
name of each tribe and its population at the beginning and end of the wandering in the wilderness.

N.B.: The order of two tribes is reversed in Nu 26.
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Num 1 Tribe

Population Num 26 Population

1.21 127 26.7 43,730
1.23 26.14
1.25 26.18
1.27 26.22
1.29 54,400 26.25
1.31 ]’-,w:r 26.27
1.33 26.37
1.35 26.34
1.37 26.41
1.39 26.43 64,400
1.41 lval 41,500 26.47
1.43 26.50
1.46 26.51 601,730

149

These verses contain numerals for ages, numbers of people (census lists), etc. Gloss the clauses,
transmogrifying the numerals.

Gn 5.27; Methusaleh

Gn 7.24; 721 prevail; the sign sof pasuq
[:] marks the “end of the verse”

Ex 23.12; M0YN you shall do (2ms Q F
<o), "RDSJ?D work, deed; N2 rest

Ex 24.18b; Moses

2 Sam 5.4-5; fﬂjh month, new moon;
David, Hebron, dJerusalem, Israel,
Judah; each line is a clause

Nu 11.19; the second form of 29 is
dual (i.e., two days); the final nun on
“you shall eat” is not (yet) explained

MY PiRG DM Y oW pun nowinn s v

O NRMY oM PIRTTOY oI 1am

naun "wIYD o TouR mpyn o) Ny

;71275 0w2TNY OF DWIIR N2 TEh M

$95m2 M7 MY obYa
on DWITR

DWW e oY YAy TSy -["m 1Mama
TN waw*'ﬁn by bl rubrm n*rubw Ton o5gI

DY T NS

Gloss these clauses and sentences, parsing the verbal forms.
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Nu 14.41; 7 7S why?; Moses

Jdr 3.14

Is 44.6; 719 thus; N} redeemer (Q Ptc);

D K27 0oRA TR o &
o DY KDY oMY Ty NS

MIT BTN 02D DR T RGN

mnegn

]ﬁ?_'}?_i last; ":TSTJ'?;?J apart from, except for, D"TL)R ™
without (+ 1lcs suffix); Israel; the second line

is a quotation
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do; 7131 strength, power; Jehu
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150 Biblical Hebrew

17.7 Enrichment: Irrealis

If a story is a record of events—a record of “what happened”—why do authors tell their readers that
some events did not occur? What does negative information (irrealis) add to a story?

As Lydia walked down the street, she saw a dog tied in front of a house. The dog barked and lunged at
her, breaking its rope. Suddenly realizing that it was free, it ran after her, but did not bite her.

In this admittedly simple illustration, the negative clause (in italics) tells the reader some-
thing that is contrary to expectation. We probably expect that a barking dog that breaks loose and
chases someone intends to attack that person, but this dog did not, contrary to our expectation (and,
perhaps, to our experience). In fact, in this example, the last (negative) statement also leads us to
conclude that the dog caught her, since if it did not, the irrealis would not make sense (if the dog
didn’t catch her, it couldn’t have bitten her).

But what if the story read:

As Lydia walked down the street, she saw a dog tied in front of a house. The dog barked and lunged at
her, breaking its rope. Suddenly realizing that it was free, it chased her, but Lydia ran inside before
the dog could catch her.

In this case the negative information is that the dog did not catch her (most readers would prob-
ably infer that if the dog had caught her, it would have attacked her). The irrealis is given obliquely
and implicitly, in a “privative” clause (related to the root of the word “deprive”), rather than in a
negative statement. Furthermore, if we rewrite the last clause so that it reads merely “... but Lydia
ran safely inside”, we would not need the clause in italics, since the word “safely” implies that the
dog did not catch her.!3

In the beginning of the story of Abram, we find a number of irrealis clauses:

2 A5 PR TIPY TR M And Sarai was barren—she had no child (Gn 11.30)

This is one of the precipitating crises of the Abram story—his lack of an heir—set over against the
divine promise of descendants (e.g., Gn 12.2; 13.16). Since we are told this at the very beginning of the
stories about Abram, we might suspect that this will become an important theme in what follows.

In 1 Sa 3.1b, the author uses a form of irrealis to warn readers against mis-reading the preceding
incident (the prophetic announcement of YHwH’s judgment upon Eli’s house). This prophecy follows
Eli’s word to Hannah (1.17), which might encourage us to think that prophetic revelation was relatively
commonplace in Israel at that time. As the opening of 1 Sa 3 shows, however, that was not true:

by taflia}iakin} » MMTIAM Now Yawn’s word was rare in those days;
:Yﬁg]_ ]ﬁm Tz:: there was no vision breaking through (1 Sa 3.1b).

This double statement not only warns against misinterpreting the prophetic activity of the
preceding chapter as a normal occurrence, but also helps to set the stage for the restoration of
prophetic revelation through Samuel (which is the story of 1 Sa 3).

139. There is another type of irrealis, which we might call “semantic”, or “positive”, irrealis in which a
non-negated verb describes a non-event. In Lv 10.3, Aaron’s response to Moses’ speech was silence: Tﬁf]l‘_{ oo™,
and Aaron was silent, i.e., Aaron did not speak. This raises a host of complex questions about the relationship
between positive and negative statements that are better left for another course of study. Note that in this
case, the author does not tell us what Aaron actually did.

PUTNAM Book.indb 150 7/9/10 2:50:17 PM



Part 111

LEssons 18-31
VERBAL GRAMMAR (I1)
READING HEBREW

This section introduces the forms and functions of the other stems of the verb, the other [“weak”]
forms of the verbal root, as well as the basic tools of Biblical Hebrew (the Hebrew Bible and lexica),
and the basic steps of beginning to read biblical narrative and poetry.

By the end of these lessons (the end of the book), you should be able to recognize and read nominal
phrases with some fluency, as well as recognize a number of fairly standard forms and formulae at
sight. You should also be able to identify all of the forms of the verbal stems and roots.

Depending on your teacher and the goals of your course of study, you will have begun to read from
the biblical text, and to discuss how to use your knowledge of Hebrew to study the biblical text.
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Lesson 18

OTHER STEMS

Verbal function is primarily modified in English by syntax, using various types of pronouns (e.g.,
reflexive), “helping verbs”, prepositions, etc., as illustrated by the differences between the following
sentences:

(1) John Aid.

(2) John Aid himself.

(3) John hid the ball.

(4) The ball was hidden by John.

(5) John made Jim hide the ball.

(6) dJohn caused Jim to hide the ball.

Since most readers or speakers of English assume that “hide” without an expressed object is reflexive
(the subject hides himself or herself), they will read or hear sentences (1) and (2) as essentially
identical—the “reflexive” pronoun (2) merely clarifies the meaning of (1). Sentence (3)—which also
uses “hid”, the same form of the verb as in (1) and (2)—shows an entirely different relationship
between the subject (“John”) and the object (“the ball”). Sentences (4), (5), and (6) are morphologically
and syntactically different from the others; (5) and (6), like (1) and (2), are functionally identical.

18.1 The Concept of “Stem”

Where English uses helping verbs, prepositions, and syntax to indicate verbal nuances, (“David hid the
sword”, “David hid [himself]”, “David was hidden [by Samuell”), Hebrew modifies the shape of the verb
itself, using prefixes,'** different sets of vowels, and a doubled middle radical in patterns which are
called “stems” or binyanim (“buildings”). These combinations are traditionally called the “derived” stems
because the early grammarians viewed qal as the basic (“simple”) stem, from which these stems were
“derived”. Although the vowel patterns and forms of the stems differ, the PGN affixes and the functions
of the conjugations are the same in all stems. In these examples, the verbs have different stems:

PunI2a HDL_)?;?] they reigned in Damascus (1 Kgs 11.24) 3mp qal preterite

75n5 T5man TN 12°5nn  they made Abimelek king (Jg 9.6) 3mp hifil preterite
T ' [“caused” Abimelek to be king]

phipalgiglels &L)U Is not David hiding with us? (1 Sam 23.19)  ms hitpael ptc'*
’;Q‘??; Eimlgled) &L)j They are not hidden from me (Jr 16.17) 3cp nifal perfect
237 oD D’ﬁ'?& 22  The glory of God is to hide a matter (Pr 25.2) hifil inf. const.

There are eight basic verbal patterns in Biblical Hebrew,'*? but more than two-thirds of all verbal
forms in the Bible are gal, and three of the main stems (hitpael, pual, hofal) occur fairly infrequently
(less than 3% of all verbal forms). Furthermore, only two verbs occur in all eight stems (ten occur in the
seven stems not including qal passive),** and most occur in various combinations of two to four stems.

140. These are combined with the PGN prefixes of the imperfect (below).

141. This example demonstrates “metathesis”, in which two letters change places (a normal occurrence
in the hitpael when the verbal root begins with a sibilant (“s-sound”). The root is 1O, one of a relatively few
verbal roots that occur in these three stems.

142. The existence of the eighth stem—the gal passive—has been suspected for several centuries, but not
confirmed until relatively recently.

143. Not including gal passive (Lesson 21).
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18.1.1 The Names of the Stems

The stems have been given various names through the centuries, following changes in academic
fashion, or the individual grammarian’s convictions. The traditional names, except for the qal, are
the 3ms perfect form of the verb 5B, “do, make”, which was the original verb for Hebrew para-
digms. The early Hebrew grammarians used 52 because the Arabic grammarians used fa’ala as
their paradigm verb, and the early Jewish grammarians based their study of Hebrew grammar
upon that of the Arabs. It is no longer used as the paradigm verb for Biblical Hebrew because ¥ does
not double in Hebrew (as it does in Arabic).

Since the mid-18th century, the study of the Semitic languages has shown that Hebrew is only
one of a family of related languages, including Akkadian, Ugaritic, and Coptic, as well as various
Aramaic dialects and Arabic. In order to use terminology that reflects the relationship of Hebrew
to, for example, Akkadian, scholars have developed what might be called “pan-Semitic” names for
the stems. These names reflect the distinguishing aspect of that stem that is shared by some or all
of the Semitic tongues. This grammar will use the “Semitic” designations for the stems as a sort of
shorthand, but will always refer initially to both sets of terms.

N.B.: The standard Hebrew-English lexica use the traditional names of the stems, so you will
want to know both sets of terms.

3ms Traditional “Pan-Semitic” Stem Doubled
Perfect Name Name Prefix Vowels II-radical?
'75__75 Qal G (the Grund-, or ---
' “basic”, stem)

S5v) Nifal N (n-prefix) B
'7:]9 Piel D (“doubled”) yes
LJ:_JD Pual Dp (passive of D) yes

ijgnn Hitpael Dt (D with t-infix) -nn - yes
Svwen Hiphil ~ H (h-prefix) .
‘7}_]5:\' Hophal Hp (passive of H) -: oo ---

The name of the stem which we have studied thus far—the gal (from the verb "7‘7?)—means
“light”, because it lacks a stem prefix (unlike N, Dt, H, Hp) and does not have a doubled radical
(unlike D, Dp, Dt).

18.1.2 The Paradigm Verb

Hebrew grammarians turned from 5B to '7EDP, “kill”, as a paradigm verb, since it has no b°gad-kfat
letters (and thus no appearing and vanishing dages lenes), and no gutturals (thus no hatef-vowels).
'7&,3, however, occurs only three times in Biblical Hebrew (Ps 139.19; Jb 13.15; 24.14), which is
rather rare for a “model” verb.!4

Today, different grammars use different verbal roots as their “model” verb. Since the root Suin
meets the requirements of a paradigm verb (three “strong” radicals, no gutturals or res, and the
first radical is a non-sibilant), we will continue to use it as our paradigm verb. It occurs in only a
few stems (which means that most of the listed forms do not exist in Biblical Hebrew), but is fairly
frequent in Biblical Hebrew (99x).

18.1.3 The Functions of the Stems

The nuances [the plural is deliberate] of a verb’s function in different stems must be determined for
each verbal root, but there are some overall tendencies. For example, if a verb is fientive (active) in

144. Transliterated as gtl, however, it appears in one of the sets of names for the verbal conjugations:
qatal (perfect), yiqtol (imperfect, jussive), wayyiqtol (preterite), &c.
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the gal, it will probably be passive in nifal. On the other hand, a verb that occurs in nifal but not in
qal usually “sounds” active when glossed in English.

Qal  tends to be either fientive or stative
Nifal tends to be the passive of gal (or piel); if there is no qal or piel, it tends to be
reflexive or reciprocal
Piel fientive, and nearly always transitive; if gal is stative, piel is often causative
Pual  passive of piel
Hitpael its nuances are difficult to classify, but are usually passive or double-status
(reflexive, reciprocal, etc.)
Hifil causative of gal and nifal
Hofal passive of hifil

The stems thus correspond in a very rough and approximate way to the concept of voice (active,
middle, reflexive, passive, etc.) in English.

N.B.: Although the vowel patterns and forms of the stems differ, the PGN affixes of each
conjugation (perfect, imperfect, etc.) are the same in all stems as those learned for the
qal, as are also the functions of the various conjugations.

18.2 The N-Stem (Nifal)

The name nifal comes from the 3ms perfect in the traditional paradigm verb (‘DS_JQJ). The primary
difference between nifal and qal is a prefixed 1 (hence its “Semitic” name, “N”). This 1 is visible
(orthographic) in the perfect and participle, but assimilates (“nunnates”, see §7.2) to the first radical
whenever it is followed by silent Sewa. This means that in every conjugation except the perfect and
participle a diagnostic for the nifal is a doubled first radical preceded by a hireq (under the
prefix) and followed by games. These examples illustrate this process (+ = hypothetical form):

xyinmasel xyimmadsel '7‘27?;‘ 3ms N F

shinmas<li shimmasla | 1OUDM 2mp N V

18.2.1 Form

Conjugations with orthographic [written] -
In the nifal perfect and participle, the prefixed nun is visible at the beginning of the verbal form.

Nifal Perfect

Person Gender Singular Plural

1st Common  “pbUi) 135@?33

Masc. rowny  onbun
Fem. plii=DIR Igoio
ard Masc. Swm Ly
: Fem. moun) oun

1. Every form of the nifal perfect begins with -3, followed by a silent Sewa after the first

radical.

Every form with no ending or a consonantal ending has patah after the second radical.

3. 3ms N P looks just like the 1cp Q F of some verbs, especially statives (e.g., dB;k.nl, “we
shall be wealthy”); they can be distinguished by their context.

4. All PGN affixes are the same in all stems.

N
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Nifal Participle

Gender Singular Plural
oumy oeoun)

"ouin)
Fem. nowmy  nibum

Masc.

1. Every form begins with -3 (nun+hireq), and has silent Sewa after the first radical and
games after the second radical.

2. The games after the second radical distinguishes the ms and fs participle from 3ms and
3f's perfect.

Conjugations without orthographic -1
The prefixed -3 appears only in the nifal perfect and participle. The other conjugations of the nifal

have three characteristics in common:

1. The prefix vowel is hireq in all forms.

2. The first radical is doubled in all forms, since the nun assimilates to the first radical
of the verbal root.

3. The doubled first radical is followed by games.

If there is no PGN ending, the vowel after the second radical is often sere, which is thus a secondary
diagnostic. Nifal preterite is identical to the imperfect (with the prefixed - 1 and dages forte in the
PGN prefix).

Nifal Prefix Conjugations
Imperfect (= Preterite)

Person Gender Singular Plural
1st Common L)W?TJR L)W?;J
Masc. Semn abunn

2nd T 2T
Fem. oupn mybuRn
ard Masc. 5&7?9’ WSW?TJ‘
r Fem. bumnn mbunn

Like hifil, hofal, and hitpael (H, Hp, Dt, below), but unlike gal, nifal imperative and infinitives
have a prefix. They thus resemble the imperfect, with -7 instead of the PGN prefix.

Nifal Imperative
Person Gender Singular Plural
ooy Masc Sunn S
" Fem. ounn mbuna

The infinitive absolute occurs in two forms; most verbal roots tend to use one form or the other.
As in all stems, the infinitive construct is the same as 2ms imperative.

Nifal Infinitives

NC  bunn
NA  Sumn
i
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18.2.2 Summary of Nifal Diagnostics

II1.18. Other Stems

This chart summarizes the main clues for identifying a nifal form.

157

Conjugation Diagnostic Example Parsing
Perfect - 9223 3ms N P
Participle -3 Y7132 mp N Pte

-0 nlmiol) 3ms N F
Imperfect T cT

- mounn  2pNF
Preterite =M ansM 3ms N Pr
Imperative & . 727 N NC
Infinitives RaE 1&1;‘-’ mp NV

1. All forms of the nifal have a prefix, and most have hireq as a prefix vowel (like gal imperfect
and preterite, hifil perfect, and all forms of the hitpael). The exception to this is I-guttural
roots, which have sere (below). Nifal and gal are the only stems that use hireq as their prefix
vowel (except for hifil perfect, which has other distinguishing features).

2. All forms of the nifal except perfect and participle begin with the same pattern: prefix+hireq-
dages forte in first radical+games. This pattern occurs only in nifal.

3. Compare nifal and qal in this skeleton paradigm:

Conjugation PGN Qal Nifal
Perfect 3ms 5@7?3 he ruled Suiny e was ruled
Imperfect 3ms Suimy ke shall rule 5&773‘ he shall be ruled
Preterite 3ms 5(;7?3’] he ruled 5!&?;’] he was ruled
Imperative 2ms L){D?: Rule! 5&7?1371 Be ruled!
Inf. Const. L){DD to rule Swrgn to be ruled
Inf. Abs. Sainy S

St
Participle ms L)!U?J one who rules L}@DJ one who is ruled

18.2.3 Function of the Nifal (HBI §2.1.3)

1. The nifal is primarily the passive and reflexive of the active stems (qal, piel, hifil). Note the
difference between the active (2 Kgs 21.26; qal) and passive (2 Kgs 21.18; nifal) of 72p, “bury™

NTU7122 90723p2 IOR 72pM
SRR 122 3N Tonn

He buried him [Manasseh] in his tomb in Uzzah’s garden,
and Josiah his son reigned in his place (2 Kgs 21.26).

TPIRTOY WM 25UM
NPT 2T 0PN
QN L= el

And Manasseh slept with his fathers,
and he was buried in the garden of his palace, in Uzzah’s garden.
And Amon his son ruled in his place (2 Kgs 21.18).

2. The sign of the object may precede the subject of a passive nifal, apparently since the subject
is affected by the action of the verb:

IR ‘[WJH'? ‘I‘_?r] Irad was born to Enoch (Gn 4.18).

N.B.: Unlike English (or NT Greek), passive clauses in Hebrew rarely identify or mention
who or what did the action described by the verb (the agent or the means). We do not
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know if the passive was used in order to avoid naming the doer of the deed or if, having
decided to use a passive, the author was constrained by the rules of Hebrew syntax so
that he could not name the actor. This is true of all passives in Biblical Hebrew, not
merely of the nifal.

When the nifal is adjectival, it can be glossed by words ending in “-ible”, “-able”, “-ful”,
“-some”. This function, sometimes called “potential” is common with stative verbs.

17;&1 i 5;‘&-’-537; Any of the food which may be eaten
) i T OF [is ceremonially edible] ... (Lv 11.34) [3 ms N F]
nbxn 01250 020 oM leaders more numerous and honorable
T TR " than these (Nu 22.15) [ms N Ptc]

Nifal also has a variety of “double-status” nuances, in which the subject both does the
action described by the verb and is affected by its own action. These functions are variously

” <

called generally “reflexive”, “middle”, “reciprocal”, or “tolerative” (depending on the verbal
root), and often sound active when glossed into English (the third verb in Gn 19.17 is a
passive nifal).

"{tﬁg;"‘;;_] m'?r;n “Escape for your life ... to the hill country
Haialolgyi~ D'WTD:'T man so that you are not [lest you be] swept away” (Gn 19.17).
2 52 pno) .. and hide at the Wadi Cherith (1 Kg 17.3)
ozb Dﬁ% =ymy  Yawn will fight for you (Ex 14.14).

18.3 Frequency

The nifal occurs 4,140 times in the Bible (6% of all verbal forms); it is more frequent in the latter
prophets and poetic books than in Genesis — 2 Kings.

18.4 Concepts

active middle reciprocal tolerative
double-status passive reflexive

18.5 Vocabulary

still, yet, again; 1Y x’%, no

. T 269 | or(cq.) W 260
longer, not [never] again
[whole] burnt offering a5y 270 | light (n.) =N .261
now [at this time] ey only, surely (adv.) R .262
— 271 -
“theref o're.” (esp. when followed nmn wise, skilled (adj.) oo .263
by a volitional form cf. §8.6) T
shepherd (Q Ptc) bty 272 | court, enclosure, settlement i .264
. D+ -D): .265
joy, rejoicing, gladness ammy 273 | therefore (12 +-2); not usually followed 127
T by a volitional form)
o for the sake of, on account of (prp.); in ]5_1?_35 .266
sun wRY 274 order that /to (cj.) ‘
very, exceedingly (adv.); power, might (n.) ~ =IR1 .267
Jjudge (Q Ptc) ]} 275 :

find; be found (N) N3n» .268
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II1.18. Other Stems 159

18.6 Distribution of the Stems

The occurrence of the stems varies widely, as this table shows. Slightly more than two-thirds of all
verbal forms in Biblical Hebrew are gal.'*®

Stems Occurrences % of Total

Qalls 49847 67.4% 13% o

Qal Passive 1277 1.7% 2%, ’ = Gal
Nifal 4125 5.6% B Qal Passive
Piel 6879 9.3% = Nifal
Pual 450 0.6% e
Hitpael 1177 1.6% = Hitpael
Hifil 9671 13.1% = Hifil
Hofal 531 0.7% (OHofal |
Total 73957

18.7 Exercises

After studying the characteristics of the nifal, gloss these sentences and clauses, parsing the verbs,

which contain both gal and nifal forms.

Jg 8.32; 12P tomb of; Joash TAN WRP 2p2 Npn 1

Jb 28.12a ... 13b; N1 [from] where?; BN .. NERR TRR O 2

life, living (“wisdom” is the subject of the DPAT PIND RIBN ;{51_

clause) o ! '

Ex 22.3; "I'I’; in his hand; N3] stolen thing o 112337 ﬁ'[:; NZPD RZRIOR .3

Lv 25.54; X2 he /it will be redeemed; PR b2t mawa Ry oRa Snp xbowy 4

these [means of redemption]; R¥" go out; HMY M2 NI

5;‘!’ Jubilee v

2 Kg 14.14; 227 and he took; TSR DWEnIT 093152 MY Aozmramaos IR MRty 5

storehouse 15733 M2 NMERIY MM

Jr 51.8; Babylon noWm 522 19Dy 6

Gn 2.4; NI generations; X2 create DNT272 PIRTY DMUD NTIN APR 7

1 Sa 4.11 [ is due to hatef-patah under -R, HEL?J n*n%x w8

not to preterite]

Dn 12.1 9992 M3 NEMTSD 9
.10

Ps 37.28; 10O pious, godly, kind (each line
is a clause)

vawn 2R MM 3
PTOMAN RS
M e
A02) e N

145. Statistics vary from source to source. Statistics in this book are based on Dean Forbes & Francis 1.
Andersen, Vocabulary of the Old Testament (Rome: Pontifical Biblical Institute, 1975).
146. Some of qal’s relative frequency reflects some common verbs (AN, 1°77), but verbs that occur in gal
and other stems tend to occur most frequently in qal.
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Zc 9.10b; DWP bow; N2AM he will speak (3ms 7?3!'('7?3 NWP i igi=by! A1
D P+w); OER end; 5W?3 dominion, rule, realm Dﬁu'j mbw 12T
(each line is a clause) PINTOENTY T 2w o oum
Ne 13.1; RIP read; NWJ‘ he may enter (3ms QU "IIN2 ﬂ{ij D92 RAPI NI oPa 12
QF); 57? assembly; Moses Ammonite(s), 2 2313 NRIHAN
Moabite(s) D5y DIONT 5P taRky My RIATNS UR
Ps 139.16; -52 = 53 with suffixes 1N b by 13
1 Sa 1.13 (“her” refers to Hannah) Lzmg‘ NS ,‘-T'?‘IP? .14
Gn 9.11; 9321 flood (only used of “Noah’s S1am7 wn 7w 2 ts MRy 15
flood” and in Ps 29.10); NMW destroy (D); the PN nnw5 Smn 29y -11-15-;.:51
speaker is YHWH
2 Kg 22.13; 702 on behalf of; L?I_J concerning, 'I'TW'I"LJD T023 pYATIYAY U2 MR WAoo .16
about T RIMIT 7207 AT Ly
MR 90 AT ‘::J WHAR WHYRS WK Sy
Ps 34.19a A5 maws mm ap 17
Nud13 TR NI URIT AN A8
1Kg 2.10 ST Y2 2P TNARTDY TT 22U .19
1 Sa 4.22; "R no; 193 depart DX 7120 153 MRS TR W xopm 20
n*‘x%m T by 3
Ps 37.17;3.1“1: arm (fem.); 120 [to] support m372un D’SJ@W ﬂﬁlﬁﬁt s 21
[Each line is a clause.] ST DOPTS -mﬁm_

18.8 Enrichment: Nifal vs. Hitpael?

A much-debated point of interpretation in Genesis pits the nifal and hitpael (Lesson 19) against
each other—the translation of these verses has even been made a test of the orthodoxy of English
translations. In YHWH’s covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the divine promise of widespread
blessing is repeated five times—three times using the nifal, twice with the hitpael:

:nrgjga nrewn 55 72070 L and in you all the clans of the earth shall
be blessed (Gn 12.3b) [N]
TN nh;tp‘r;-b; = =l = U and in you all the clans of the earth shall
YN be blessed and in your seed (Gn 28.14) [N]
YW;T:U "33 55 93 ?Dj_fi]'j' ... and in him all nations of the earth shall be
blessed (Gn 18.18) [N]
TR M 55 YT D20M L. and in your seed all nations of the earth
shall bless themselves (Gn 22.18) [Dt]
Vﬁ;s:r "33 55 ?[yﬁp 1:7;“1‘[1 ... and in your seed all nations of the earth

shall bless themselves (Gn 26.4) [Dt]

The usual approaches to this apparent conundrum assume that all five statements repeat
the same promise. They therefore either (1) assign priority to the hitpael forms of the promise,
claiming that the promise is middle/reflexive (“shall bless themselves” i.e., by invoking the name
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of Abraham—“May you be blessed [or May YawH bless you] as he blessed Abraham!”); (2) claim that
all five statements are passive (“shall be blessed in/through Abram”), since that is the primary func-
tion of the nifal; (3) suggest that there is no real difference between the two forms of the promise.

The first interpretation tends to deny that the hitpael can be passive; the second seeks to demon-
strate that passivity is a normal function of the hitpael (as above). The third refuses to assign
priority to one or the other.

Perhaps instead of choosing one of these interpretations as the “correct” intent of the divine
promise, we should conclude that its different forms were intended to be complementary, and they
record what are in fact two separate but interlinked promises. The promise(s) could mean that
“clans/nations of the earth shall be blessed through the divine covenant with Abraham” (Abraham as
a channel or means of blessing), and “shall bless themselves by or in Abraham” (invoking Abraham’s
blessings on oneself or someone else). This approach allows the different stems to reflect two
different—but related—outcomes of YHWH’S prior promise to bless and exalt Abram.

This example illustrates the importance of examining the context(s) within which a verbal root
occurs in different stems, and of assuming that morphological differences are intentional and func-
tional, rather than being merely arbitrary, stylistic, or mistaken.
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Lesson 19

THE D-StEMS (PIEL, PUAL, HITPAEL)

Piel, pual, and hitpael are also called “D-stems”, since they all have a doubled (or “geminated”)
middle radical. This dages forte is the primary diagnostic of the D-stems. Like gal—but unlike
nifal—D and Dp have no prefix in the imperative and infinitives; Dt (hitpael) always has an ortho-
graphic prefix. Further, these stems are relatively stable in form, since the first syllable of the root
is closed due to the doubled middle radical.

Many verbs that occur in one or more D-stems also occur in gal. The function of the two sets of
forms (Q & D) may not be related, just as the functions of nifal and gal are not necessarily related.
Each verbal root-stem combination must be analyzed and evaluated on its own terms, on the basis
of its occurrences and use(s) in the biblical text. There is no “pure” or “absolute” one-to-one relation-
ship between them.

The main difference between piel and pual—in fact, the only difference in many forms—is the
vowel under the first radical. If it is a i- or a-vowel (hireq or patah) the verb is piel; if it is an o- or u-
vowel (qibbus or holem), it is pual. All forms of hitpael has a closed prefix syllable (e.g., -DiT, -7, -IM3).

19.1 Form
Perfect

Person Gender D Dp Dt
1st Common "n‘p@n ’n'?!g?: “n‘x@f_ﬁﬂﬂ
5 Masc. noun nown nowRNm
= 2nd LA .~ T T i N
) Fem. nown  abun  nbwRnn
) 3rd Masc. ‘;ng 5{;7?3 5{;7?_3571
Fem. mRun  mpwm  mpunnn
Ist ~ Common  wmbgn  nSwn  nSunnn
E Masc. oobwn  opoun  oRownnT

2
£ Fem.  jpown  (nbun  jnownnn

3rd Common 15tm3 WL)W?J WL)W?_JHH

1. The middle radical is doubled (has dages forte) in all forms of the D-stems.

N.B.: If the middle radical of a verbal form is a b°gad-k°fat letter, it will have dages lene when-
ever the first radical is followed by silent Sewa (e.g., 22U, and he lay down). This means
that a dages in the middle radical does not always mean that the verb is a D-form.

2. There is always a full vowel under the first radical in all forms of the D-stems.
3. Like qgal, piel and pual have no prefix in the perfect (unlike nifal, hifil, hofal, hitpael,
which have prefixes in all forms).
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4. The PGN indicators are the same in all stems.

5. The closed syllable does not change; the vowel after the first radical is consistent
throughout the perfect of each D stem, as are the prefix and first root syllable of hitpael:

Prefix Conjugations

=

Sun D
BWD Dp
Sunnn Dt

Imperfect (= Preterite)

Person Gender D Dp Dt
1st Common 5&77_3;{ 5!;7?3& "727?_3!1&

K Masc. Seinn Seinn Seinnn
=  2nd —
& Fem. R
@ 3rd  Masc. St Suy  Sunm
Fem. S Seian Suinnn

1st Common 'jtmg] 5(@7?3] Swr_zm

_ Masc. “unn dunn SuRon
S g el v
: Fem. mbgEn  mbumn  mbunon
A 8rd  Masc S e Sunm
Fem. mRYRn  mbunn  mounon

The middle radical is doubled in all forms of the D-stems (see note above).
Piel and pual have the same prefix vowel (Sewa) in imperfect, preterite (and participle;
below); hitpael uses the same prefix vowel (hireq) throughout its conjugations:

In all forms of piel except the perfect, the first radical is followed by patah.
In all forms of pual, the first radical is followed by qibbus (usually) or holem (if the

Sun D, Dp
Sunm Dt

middle radical is a guttural or res).

The PGN prefixes replace the initial -7 of hitpael (as in the H-stems, below).
The preterite of all three stems is identical to the imperfect (with prefixed -1 plus dages
forte). The exception is the - prefix (3ms, 3mp), which lacks the dages:

And God spoke with him, ...(Gn 17.3)

DTN IR 92TM

DUPIYT CWMI MY EY2 M Aoy

Imperative
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And YuwH sent among the people fiery serpents,
and they bit the people (Nu 21.6)

Person Gender D Dt

% 2nd Masc. Suit Suinnm

Fem. oun  bunnn

) Masc. o Sunnn
= 2nd - Fo

Fem. mbwn  mSwnnn
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II1.19. The D-Stems (Piel, Pual, Hitpael) 165

1. The imperative of piel looks exactly like the imperfect without the prefix.
2. The -0 prefix of hitpael occurs in all forms except imperfect, preterite, and participle
(below).
3. Pual does not occur in the imperative.
Infinitives
D Dt
Construct S Seinnm
Absolute St Seinnn
1. Both infinitives often look exactly like ms imperative in piel and hitpael; context will deter-
mine which conjugation is being used.
2. Pual does not occur as infinitive construct.
3. Pual occurs once as infinitive absolute ("N233 :Hq , L was surely stolen; Gn 40.15).
Participles
Gender D Dp Dt
o Masc. ‘7(;7‘:_3@ ’7@'@@ 5@7_3@;3
)
Fem.  mGumn o ompumm o nouem
. Mase.  ohumn oounn obunmm
A
Fem.  mbunn  nibwnn  mibwnm
1. Every form begins with -2, which is the participial prefix for all stems except qal and
nifal.
2. The prefix vowel is the same as for the imperfect and preterite:

-2 D,Dp
-nn Dt

N.B.: When the middle radical is followed by vocal Sewa, the dages forte is often missing from

certain consonants, especially 2,1, and . The middle radical of 55, praise, for example,
is never doubled when followed by a half-vowel, although it is written with two /s in
English: Halleluiah.

M55 Praise Yan! (Ps 150.1)
MmN WWP:_H ... and seek Yaws! (Ho 3.5)

Summary of the Hitpael

147.

Due to its prefix (-017, -0, etc.), some forms of Dt differ from those given above.

If the verbal root beglns with a sibilant ¢ © 3 © U), the N of the prefix metathesizes
(switches places with) the first letter of the verbal root (e.g., MAWURI < MW).147

If the verbal root begins with 3 (e.g., P7I8), the N of the prefix metathesizes with the 3 , and
partially assimilates to it, becoming @ (e.g., PTOSM).

In the only I-T verb in Aitpael, the I of the prefix assimilates to, and doubles the T (12177, Is 1.16; this

parsing is disputed).
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4. If the verbal root begins with a dental (7 ), the N of the prefix assimilates to, and thus
doubles, it (e.g., 7270 = m.s. hitpael Ptc of 727 < *mitdabber).}*8
5. The relatively frequent verbal root 11, “bow, honor, do obeisance; worship”*® (170x) occurs
in forms that begin -PMWn, ete., which have traditionally been parsed as hitpael of 1MW, with
the expected metathesis of the N and U: MRWR, he bowed;'™ its participial prefix is -2.
These are all the forms of this verb in Biblical Hebrew (note the subtle difference between
3ms preterite and 3mp preterite, which are the most frequent forms):

PGN Perfect Imperfect Preterite Imv.
Singular Plural Singular Plural | Singular Plural
le  mmoun AR | TOnYS) o
2m MNNYR onnawn | munun ek
2fs pinialvinl
3m mongn nooun | Mmooy noaY maYn nonYn
NOnY nooYn
3 LM InYm
NC mﬂ_'jljfljﬂ
Ptc ms mmjtm:
mp =hhlniglHia

19.2 D-Stem Diagnostics

This chart summarizes the main clues for recognizing a D or Dp form.

148.

Conjugation Diagnostics Example Parsing
i/e-vowel under I (D) [23 3msD P
Perfect —
»  u/o-vowel under I (Dp) 923 3ms Dp P
ER '
5 2 e 1 under I (D, Dt); o DV
Imperative & _tg = a-vowel under I (D, Dt); ﬁ;; mp
Infinitive K
i< these forms not in Dp 923 DNC
E
g x -1 0p) -7 591 SmsDpF
S (D) T
Imperfect E‘ o
> 5 - Dp) - ];’ mTion  23fpDF
v w -
Preterite c 3 - 10p) - 593 3msDPr
3 (D) Tt
Participle “ -n ov1aon mp D Ptc

#in front of a transliterated form means that the form is a hypothetical reconstruction.

149. 7MY is often glossed “bow [down]”, but this does not fit a number of contexts in which it describes a
person who is already bowing (e.g., 2 Sa 14.4, 22; 1 Kg 1.31; 1 Chr 21.21; 29.20; 2 Chr 7.3), or who cannot “bow”

because they are, e.g., in bed (1 Kg 1.47).

150. Although this parsing has been challenged (based on Ugaritic), it remains the simplest interpretation

of the forms.
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II1.19. The D-Stems (Piel, Pual, Hitpael) 167

1. All D forms have a doubled middle radical.

2. The only forms of D & Dp that have a stem prefix are imperfect, preterite and participle; the
prefix vowel is always a half-vowel.

3. Dt always has a prefixed stem syllable; the prefix syllable is either -Ni7 (P, V, NC), -n°
(F, Pr), or -1 (Ptc). ' '

4. Comparing the Stems. This chart reveals the differences and similarities between the
various stems. Note the the similarity between the D-stems as a group:

Conjugation PGN Q N D Dp Dt
Perfect 3ms ‘7@:;3 5(;7?3] Suin '7@?3 L?W?_ﬁﬂﬂ
Imperfect 3ms ‘pwn* 5&7?‘3’ '7&7?_3’ '7@?3‘ ‘DW_:W
Preterite 3ms St Sumn sbunm sSwmn Swnon
Imperative 2ms 5{;7?3 5(;7?13,‘1 Suin '727?_3?171
Inf. Const. Sun Sunn S Suinnm
Inf. Abs. Sign Stnn St bun  Swnnn
Participle ms Sty 5@7?3] 5&7?_3?3 5@?3?3 527?_317?3

+The yod prefix is not doubled in piel and pual preterite—the other PGN prefixes
are doubled, just as in qal, nifal, and hitpael.

19.3 Function of the D-Stems
19.3.1 Piel (HBI $2.1.4)

Piel is an active stem. Although the function of verbs in the piel is often related to the qal of the
same stem (if it occurs), the piel is not primarily derived from or dependent upon the function of the
qal, but has its own identify and function, which must be established for each verb.

1. If a verbal root occurs in both Q and D, the piel often describes the action that causes or
brings about the state or condition described by the gal, especially if the verb is stative in gal
(1 Ch 29.25; Lam 4.6 is for comparison of both function and form). This use of piel is often
called “factitive” or “resultative” because it is said to describe the action that results in or
brings about the state.

090 NNBAR MYNA ]W Sjy] The guilt of the daughter of my people is greater
than the sin of Sodom (Lam 4.6; 3ms Q Pr).
aSYAR M 5T YawH exalted Solomon ... (1 Ch 29.25; 3ms D
< 1IN o,
*m';jg_ Dﬂ]_; I raised sons ... (Is 1.2; 1cs D P).
= 'n;‘;x 15__7@‘? ﬂn*;g'*j ﬂ'?‘:m It is good for me that I have humbled so that
I might learn your statutes (Ps 119.71; 1cs Q F).
el ‘Jj?;? 2 ngg'nﬁm You are good and [you] do good; teach me your
statutes (Ps 119.68; ms D V + 1cs).
m:g'jmn flokabubl] mTJ:[‘ng le?ﬂ] He sanctified the people and they washed their
clothes (Ex 19.14; 3ms D Pr).
ijl?nﬁ DSTJU"%_; DU RN Joshua said to the people, “Sanctify yourselves’
(Jos 3.5).

4

2. Many verbs, especially those that occur only or primarily in piel, sound merely “active”
when glossed in English, without any apparent causative function. This is especially true
for verbs that occur in piel but not in gal, and for so-called “denominative” verbs. Denomi-
native verbs are those that supposedly developed from nouns (e.g., 727 >72%), a claim that
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generally means that either there is no parallel verb in another Semitic language, or that
the noun is more frequent than the verb. We do not yet know how the lexicon of these roots
developed (i.e., from verb to noun, or vice versa).

Mg a5 5y mm

PRI DM2TTIN TR 92T
SN0 12752708

Sun oeby gy N2
DAY 10257 BYITAY UIPN

DNEp2 KO NTANTTN
Oy oy MM s

PS> ThyS onen 5oTRD
DT NREAR MY W 53?7]

19.3.2 Pual (HBI §2.1.5)

YHWH appointed a great fish to swallow Jonah
(Jon 2.1; 3ms D Pr).

Moses spoke these words to all the sons of Israel
(Nu 14.39; 3ms D Pr).

He spoke 3000 proverbs (1 Kgs 5.12).
He sanctified the people and they washed their
clothes (Ex 19.14; cf. above).

.. and the perishing one [female] you did not
seek (Ezk 34.4).
T will sing to YuwH, Israel’s God (Jg 5.3).
The priests could not stand to serve (1 Kgs 8.11).
The guilt of the daughter of my people has
become greater than the sin of Sodom (Lam 4.6).

Pual is the passive of piel. Many puals are participles (40%), perhaps because passive verbs are
basically descriptive. These participles often function as adjectives (e.g., Pr 27.5).

17227 NOoIN M

IR NPw ohIew
REBRM 270 WpaN

. T DY TIan
Shmn mm oy
:MINOH MATMR THMm NUiR MR

19.3.3 Hitpael (HBI §2.1.6)

But whoever regards reproof shall be honored

(Pr 13.18).

And Ephraim is a trained [taught] heifer (Ho 10.11)
The matter [plot] was searched out and found

(Est 2.23)

May YHwH’S name be blessed ...

... YHWH’s name is to be praised (Ps 113.2a ... 3b)

Better an uncovered rebuke than hidden love (Pr 27.5).

Much like nifal, hitpael is passive, reflexive, or “reciprocal”. These functions vary from verb
to verb, and even from one text to another. Although the hitpael occurs more frequently than
either pual or hofal (below), it is relatively uncommon (only twenty-two verbs occur more than ten
times in Aitpael). [In Ps 2.2, the parallel hitpael and nifal are apparently reflexive and reciprocal,
respectively.]

She cleansed herself from her uncleanness
(2 Sam 11.4)
Jehu conspired ... against Joram (2 Kgs 9.14).

PORRLR AWTPND R

DIOR L. YT WP
51&;@7 n22 Pﬂjnm mn 733;51 Now Abner was strengthening [his position] in
the household of Saul (2 Sam 3.6).
1;3:-1-@13 mpbip b Yj;_;'ﬂ;_’?@ 1280 The kings of the earth take their stand, and
the rulers counsel [nifal] together (Ps 2.2).
A woman who fears Yawn —she shall be
praised (Pr 31.30; final qames is due to

pausal lengthening).

Soann ROT MTTIRTY TUR
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Compare the gal, piel, pual and hitpael of 593 (Ps 144.12 is the only pual occurrence of 52):

Tan ST Ne3T P

n5T3 02

Smam 535y 3

nrijq; D"?:[J?D D’S.JEJ:Z;J WJ‘.J.;

N.B.:

Only [with regard to] the throne am I greater than you
(Gn 41.40); 1ecs Q F

Sons I have raised (Is 1.2); 1es D P

For he will exalt himself over all (Dn 11.37); 3ms Dt F

Let our sons be like full-grown plants in their youth
(Ps 144.12a); mp Dp Ptc

It is not uncommon to read—especially in older works—that the D-stems are emphatic

or intensifying. This “intensifying” function has never been demonstrated, and has, in
fact, been disproved, so that today we discuss the “functions” (plural) of the piel, etc., as

illustrated above.

19.4 Frequency

There are 8,506 D-forms in the Bible (12% of all verbal forms); piel is by far the most common of

the three.
D 6,879 9.3%
Dp 450 0.6%
Dt 1,177 1.6%
Total 8,506 11.5%
19.5 Concepts
denominative  factitive  passive pual reflexive
D-stem hitpael piel reciprocal  resultative

19.6 Vocabulary

cover (Q); atone [for] (D) i) 284 | kneel (I: Q); bless (II: D) 772 276
learn (Q); teach (D) anb 985 ?ook for, seek, search (D; not WPZ 977
=7 in qal) -7
hasten, act quickly (D) [often say, speak (D; in Q only
in hendiadys: “do X quickly”] i 286 as ptc.) 027 278
. living, alive (adj.); life, I
capture, seize 'I;‘? 287 lifetime (pl. n.) ovm 279
above (prp., also '737?5?3)' higher : wrath, anger; heat
NG .288 .280
(adv., usually HI?S:J?_J) 5:-]?-3 man
so that not (i.e., 1 is a nega- - account, regard, value, :
) .289 .281
tive telic particle, trad., “lest”) m reckon :@ﬁ
remain, be left over (N); spare, young sheep: young ram B3
leave [behind] (H) WY .290 | (m.; rarely written as DWD), 'TWJD .282
ewe-lamb (f.; also 72WD) B
serve, minister to (D) njtg 291 | strength, power no .283
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19.7 Exercises

After studying the characteristics of the D-stems, gloss these sentences and clauses, parsing the

verbs.
Ex 22.6; 2)] thief; DU [relpay (D) oY oY a3 ROy 1
1 Sam 15.30; XM sin; 7MY worship (DY); MWYSIPT T N 172D PNY ONNRDT MmN 2
W return (2ms Q V) WY 2 SRR T
STHON MY R
Mal 2.4; P15 t0 be (Q NC < 111 + 2); NRTT NPT AR 0298 nnby oD oy 3
PR (2nd time) with; Levi MINIY T MmN wj'?-ms 32 nﬁw5
Pr 27.1; 951 boast (Dt); M tomorrow A ora Shonmox 4
Ex 12.31 (the speaker is Pharaoh); Moses, Aaron LR ﬂ‘?“‘? ]77735'77 TND?D5 ROp 5
’DDW:?D m."r*'ng_; T'T::W
Est 2.23; T19R impale (trad., hang) POy o om N8N 1277 Upan 6
7217 727 DM 127 7202 202N
Ps 148.5; M8 he commanded (3ms D P); AR MB X|T D M DW'D?} 1‘7'73’ T
N2 create
Jr 46.26; 0NN and I will give/put them (lcs Q ouD) "wpan T2 oo 8
P <1M3 + 3mp + )); 12 in the hand of; when P 2P~ 522775n I¥NTTDI) T
precedes vocal Sewa it usually lacks dages forte Tt o o
Ex 14.12; Egypt .. DYIERD TOR MWI2T WK 2T NS 9
Pr 12.8; ’B'? according to; '73(2 prudence W’&'S'?ﬂ‘ ﬁ‘?;@"ﬁ‘? .10
Ex 10.11; DR it /that (dir. obj. + 3fs) [i.e., the act mmThR 1A (11
of serving Yawnl; W91 drive out /away [D]; DR an‘g;@ =gy mjx o

from [AR + 2] (Pharaoh); one clause per line; the

. .. . TIWND MR NNRD NN WM
first line is a quotation. e W

1 Sam 23.15; X7 and he saw (3ms Q Pr < 1R7); Tﬁ@;'m_; WP;'? L)HN(Q' N0 M7 XM 12
David, Saul, Ziph, Horshah Halisimlainl TT'WBWDB SRl
Gn 5.24; 1]]‘&1 and he was not ("X + 3ms suffix); 'OJJ‘N'I D‘Tﬁx:rnx '[Uﬂ j'j[m*] 13
Enoch oroN iR b
1 Kgs 1.12; o escape (N), rescue (D); Nathan is :7‘1?3’5;7' 72 wg;-nm '[WB;'D& sm%m 14

speaking to Bathsheba; Solomon

DO5n T NRY DTN MTTAR WPy 15
Ho 3.5 T : T : X 3 2 :

Gn 18.33; 721 he went (3ms Q Pr < 72); TWRD DITIANTOR 9275 1P wRD M o 16
when; 7193 finish (D); Abraham

NI MY oy 17
Ho 7.10 PRT"523 U3 KO

2 Sam 7.27; 958 pray (Dt); 9B prayer To8 Soena’ 25PN T2y NEn 18
:NRTT NPBRTTIN

Josh 22.6; 155 and they went (3mp Q Pr< 7o) RITPINTON 135 onbun pwim o3 19
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Ps 113.1-3; 11" let / may it be, it should /must be i 1557 .20
(3ms Q J <), MM dawn/east; RI2M entrance; mm 12Y 155-1
the jussive (1) is “dlstrlbuted” to the last line as M oy- PN 155.1
well

0TIy AnER g0 MM oY
T oY '7‘7‘::: IR WY

Josh 23.14 D297 0277 S MR 927 borxb 21
:~5n n:*-r";x MM 7327 W

Am 2.14-15; O flight [i.e., the ability to flee]; bprg onn TaNY 22
'7|? swift; P strong; o escape (N), deliver, binio) T‘?J&"N"? P
rescue (D); Y12R strengthen (D); LEM use, wield; W?BJ D'?D"&‘? ﬂl]?
DWP [al bow; 227 ride; each line is a clause '[DSJ’ NL? DWP'T WDI‘H

pbme 85 mh3mz S
AUD) 1omy XS o7 257

1 Ch 17.27; RORIT you have been pleased (2ms 720 P2 7025 noRIT npy 23
H P < 58", PG 0 be (QNC < +5) b nbw’v m*-wb

:DSWH 703 P72 MM AARTD

19.8 Enrichment: The Nature of D/ Piel

There are two D-forms in Ps 29, both occur in the second of two parallel lines, both parallel qal
verbs. The qal-piel parallel of the same verbal root (Ps 29.5) is often cited as proof that the second
of two parallel lines is more “intense” (since the piel was said to be an intensifying stem), or that it
“focuses” or “extends” the content of the first line (see §19.4/N.B.).

n*mx Q2 M 51P YHWH’s voice breaks cedars,
]1]3'7'1 *r‘m nx i '12?27‘1 And YawH breaks Lebanon’s cedars (Ps 29.5).

It is true that Ps 29.5b is more specific than 29.5a, but it is more specific (or focused) because
the cedars are identified more specifically as “Lebanon’s cedars”, not because of the stem of the
predicate. Nor should we necessarily read the act of smashing Lebanon’s cedars as somehow more
violent, or more destructive, or more anything—at least not on the basis of the verbal stem. That
reading must come from the broader context, possibly even from the use of “cedars of Lebanon” in
Biblical Hebrew (the phrase occurs only five times).

At the end of the psalm (29.11), the two stems are again parallel, but this time in different verbal
roots. The point, however, is not that the blessing of peace (11b) is somehow greater than the gift of
strength (11a); they are coordinate blessings.

mm inY5 1) Yuwn gives strength to his people;
:DﬁL)tg'; MYTIR 9727 MM He blesses his people with peace (Ps 29.11).
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The hifil (H) and hofal (Hp) are also called “H-stems”, since they have a prefixed -7 in all conjuga-
tions except the imperfect and preterite (where the usual PGN prefixes replace the prefixed -1, as
they do in the hitpael), and participle (where the participial prefix -2 replaces the -17). This -7 is the
primary diagnostic of the H-stems. Like nifal and hitpael (but unlike gal, piel, pual), the H-stems

Lesson 20

Tue H-SteEmS (HiriL, HOFAL)

have a prefix in every form.

sere, segol).

20.1 Form
Perfect
No. Person Gender H Hp
1st Common *m’?@'f;n ﬂnbwrgn
g Masc. nownn  nowRn
p— 2nd T - H T . HE
& Fem.  pound  mounn
® Masc. Seinn Suinn
3rd T T
Fem. — mpwmm  mounn
1st Common u‘?@'f;n u%@r;a
E Masc.  onbwnn  onouna
3 2nd .:- .2T
E Fem. — jpbumn  jpounn
3rd Common 15'&7?3,‘1 WBW?DT:I
1. The prefixed -1 occurs in all forms of the perfect.
2. The primary diagnostic for Aifil and hofal perfect is the prefixed -7 and its vowel.
3.
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The main difference between hifil and hofal is the prefix vowel. If it is hireq (perfect only)
or patah (all other conjugations) the verb is hifil; if it is qames hiatuf (usually) or qibbus (some
verbs, e.g., most forms of ‘:|5W), the form is hofal. A second difference is the vowel after the second
radical: in hofal, it is always an a-vowel (patah or qames); in hifil it is usually an i/e-vowel (hireq,

The first radical is always followed by silent Sewa, so that the prefixes of the Aifil and
hofal form a closed syllable with the first radical (cf. nifal perfect & participle, and qal

imperfect & preterite).

Like nifal and hitpael, the H-stems have a prefix in all forms.

The long hireq of the hifil occurs only in forms that do not have a consonantal ending.

The PGN indicators are the same in all stems.
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Prefix Conjugations

Biblical Hebrew

Imperfect Preterite
Person Gender H Hp H Hp
1st Common "D‘W?J?_{ '7@?3}5 '7!&7?32‘51 5!@7?3251
; Masc. Svinp Sunn Suinm Sunm
- 2Ild — — T — — .
B Fem. Sunp unn ounm o Hunm
: .. : .. T .. : .. T
& Masc. S Sun: 5w Sunn
3I'd i B i i T i B i DT
Fem, >wnn O
1st Common L)*wrj; L)t;m; L)!U?:;] L)!QD;]
_ Masc. 15euinm Wunn abwinm Sunm
: Fem. MR mPuRn  mbunm mibunm
A~ Masc. 15 150 150N 150N
3rd - ST - e
Fem. MWD men  mbunm mbunm

AN .

The PGN prefixes replace the -7 of the perfect.

The prefix vowel is patah in all forms of H except the perfect.
The prefix vowel is games hatuf in all forms of Hp.

The first radical is followed by slent sewa in all forms of H and Hp.

The preterite of both stems is like the imperfect, with prefixed -1 and dages forte in the
PGN prefix. Hifil preterites without PGN endings have sere rather than hireq yod after the

second radical (1cs, 2ms, 3ms, 3fs, 1cp):

STUAT 2 TR P2 ovon STan

IR iR S

Imperative & Infinitives

The imperatives and infinitives resemble the imperfect, except that the prefix -1 replaces the -1

PGN prefix (cf. nifal):

1. Hofal imperative occurs only twice in the Bible: (TT;DW:H, Be laid down! (Ezk 32.19); 1217,
Be turned back! (Jr 49.8)).

And God divided the light from the dark [... a

separation/division between ...] (Gn 1.4).

. TTem STm

(Is 42.21Db).

Gender H Hp N
. Masc. Suinan Suinn
@ Fem.  “owinn Sunn
. Masc. q";*(m;ty WLDW?TJH
M Fem.  mbunn mounT
NC Svnn
NA Sunn bunn

And you have exalted your lovingkindness ...
(Gn 19.19)

He will exalt and make glorious [the] teaching

2. The prefix vowel is patah in hifil (as in imperfect, preterite, and participle).
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II1.20. The H-Stems (Hifil, Hofal) 175

3. Hifil infinitive absolute and imperative are identical.
4. Hofal infinitives construct are extremely rare, and never occur in the strong verb.!%!

Participles

Gender H Hp Dp

. Masc. Seuiman Sira Seinn

" T e

@ Fem.  mhwimn  mbumn | nbwmn

. Masc. D’i?’(;??::?g D"?@D?; D‘b@?ﬁ?ﬁ

B Fem.  nmibwmn  miSum | niSune

1. Every form begins with -2, which is the participial prefix for all stems except qal and nifal

N

(cf. D, Dp, Dt, above); the first radical is followed by silent Sewa, so that the prefix syllable
is closed.

The prefix vowel is patah in H and games hatuf in Hp.

The vowel after the second radical is always games in Hp participle (cf. Dp).

20.2 Summary of H-stem Diagnostics

This chart summarizes the main clues for identifying a H-stem form.

Diagnostics

Conjugation Prefix Example Parsing

hiireq[-yod] after 11 a5 3msHP he honored

Perfect -
' 7257 3msHpP  hewas honored
- 9257 2msHV Honor [someone]!
Imperative T
-1 i/e-vowel after II 1237 2mpHV Honor [someone]!
Infinitives Ta>1 HNC [to] honor

Imperfect & PGN -]

2> 3msHF he will honor

9225 3msHPr and he honored

Preterite prefix
2 725m 3fs Hp Pr and she honored
" 2O ms H Ptc one how honors
Participle N h nﬁ’;??_ﬁ fp H Ptc they who honor
-2 D722 mp Hp Ptc  they who are honored
1. All forms have a prefix—either -7 (perfect, imperative, infinitives), -1 (participle), or PGN
(imperfect, preterite).
2. Hifil perfect has hireq as prefix vowel; all other conjugations of H have patah.
3. The “stem vowel” (after the second radical of the root) is either an -i- or an -e- vowel in all
forms of H, and an -a- vowel in all forms of Hp.
4. All forms of Hp have games hatuf as their prefix vowel.
5. Comparing the Stems. The following chart reveals differences and similarities between the
seven stems. Note the similarity between the H-stems:
151. Hp infinitive construct of T (nj?ﬂ) occurs three times (Gn 40.20; Ek 16.4, 5); the other four

occurrences of hofal NC are of the root 22U (Lv 26.34, 35, 43; 2 Ch 36.21).
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176 Biblical Hebrew

Conjugation PGN Q N D Dp Dt H Hp
Perfect 3ms 5@773 5@?33 St '7@?3 bwr_:nn 5’W?J Il 5@?3 n
Imperfect Sms G Swnr Swm Gumy Swnm Dune Sum
Preterite Sms Oy Supn Swmn Swmn Swnen Sunn Sumn
Imperative 2ms L)(m; ergn St L)WT_:ITT BWDU

Inf. Const. Swrn  Sunn Suin Sunnm Swnn

Inf. Abs. Signm Sumn Sz bun  bunnn pliinhy pliishy
Participle ms by Sumy Swnn Sunn Sunnn Swimn Sumn

N.B.: If the second radical is a b‘gad-k¢fat letter, it will have dages lene in all forms of Aifil
and hofal, gal imperfect and preterite, and nifal perfect and participle; all forms of the
D-stems have dages forte.

20.3 Function of the H-stems

The basic relationship between H and Hp is that hifil is always active, and hofal is its corre-
sponding passive. Many reference works call hifil the “causative” of the qal, but many verbal roots
occur in Aifil but not in qal, or occur in both stems with little apparent relationship between their
functions.

20.3.1 Hifil (HBI §2.1.7)

The hifil is an active stem. Beyond that it is necessary to determine the nuance of the hifil for each
verbal root, and, even within each root, for each occurrence of the hifil, since its function depends,
not only upon the verbal root, but also upon its context, and especially the subjects, objects, and
even prepositions with which it occurs.

1. If a verb does not occur in Q, Aifil is often simply transitive (also “singly” transitive, since it
governs one object).

nibT oman omby T‘;wn MM And YuwH threw great stones at them
‘ ) ’ ) ) ...(Josh 10.11; 3ms HP)

NITT 292 D NOXR o 0N I will most surely hide my face on that
' ' "~ day (Dt31.19; HNA & les HF)

mpwkin ol uh S ol fn i n o IO and I will destroy your high places
. ‘ 7 (Lv26.30;1ecsHP +w)

2. When a verb occurs in Q or N and H, Aifil is usually causative of Q or N. When glossing a
hifil, it is often helpful to first translate it by saying “A caused B to do X”, and then to look
for an appropriate gloss for the entire expression.

a. The first pair of examples shows 72V in Q and H; the second shows 772X in N and H, and
the third illustrates the use of YU in all three stems (Q, N, H). Note the relationship
between the subject, object, and action of the Aifil verb.

1y 12758 1202 997 He went to cross over to the Ammonites (Jer 41.10; @ NC + )

TTTIN 'q'?z_gg-ng 1*;;__73"7 to cause the king to cross [= to bring the king over] the Jordan
. ' " (28a19.16; HNC)

1T TN oWRY  but transgressors will be destroyed together (Ps 37.38; 3cp N P)

SRR N OINY  But I destroyed the Amorite(s) before you (Am 2.9; 1cp H P)
T opamn
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II1.20. The H-Stems (Hifil, Hofal) 177

qn:J_"n_{_ "['?rj D m_]r_:tg’ x"bu Have you not heard that Adonijah has
' ' " become king? (1 Kgs 1.11; 2fs Q P)
ompan Py m_:(g'm A cry shall be heard from their
houses (Jr 18.11; 3fs N F)
m:(mm Tjwtg YmYn  You cause me fo hear joy and glad-
ness (Ps 51.10a; 2ms HF + 1cs)

b. If the verb is transitive in qal, H is doubly transitive, that is, it takes two objects.
The first object is the person (or thing) that the subject causes to perform the action
of the verb; the second object is the direct object of that action. In this example the
subject is 3ms (“he”), the first object us 1lep (“us”), and the second object is 3fs (“it” [the
commandment]):

TR YMYM ... that he may cause us to hear it (Dt 30.12; 3ms H F)

c. If the verb is stative in qal, H is factitive or resultative (see on piel, above), a type of
causative in which a verb describes or names the process or action that brings the object
to the condition or state described by the qal:

Tﬂex nlmf? W.""TTPD jﬁ:;;trﬁ? Every firstborn ... you shall sanctify [= set apart]
S : i ) to Yuws your God (Dt 15.19; 2ms H F).
“yn smbﬁm I increased my works (Qo 2.4; 1cs H P)

3. In some cases, however, the nature of the object suggests that a Aifil verb is less than causa-
tive. In Is 8.13, the prophet contrasts the Judahites’ fear of the northern kings with the fear
due YHWH:

qwﬂjl?g NN nﬁx;_g nlnj'n;sj ... but [instead] you shall sanctify [= recognize as
‘ ' " holy] Yawn Sabaoth (Is 8.13; 2mp H F)

4. H can also be called “tolerative” or “permissive”, that is, the subject allows something [not]
to happen:

D;bﬁp'mg w*r;zﬁr_w'xﬁj Do not let your voice be heard = cause [someone] to
o ‘ ‘ " hear your voice (Jos 6.10; 2mp H F)
1898 12750m 5enNSY  And he [Yawa] did not allow any of his words to fall
ot T " to the ground [i.e., to fail] (1 Sam 3.19; 3ms H P
[521))

20.3.2 Hofal (HBI §2.1.8)

The hofal [Hp] is consistently passive. When it corresponds to Aifil forms of the same verbal root,
it makes the causative part of the hifil passive. If a verbal root occurs only in Q and Hp, then it
will be a simple passive in Hp:

5&ﬁrﬂ’ 9)2Y TWRTINN IR a17"5  Then Moses and the sons of Israel sang
‘ ' pNET geewie-pn this song to Yawa (Ex 15.1); 3ms Q F
MIA-WE wWr NI o2 In that day this song will be sung
' (Is 26.1a); 3ms Hp F

The following examples compare Q, H, and Hp (72Y) and Q, H, and Hp (NM). We have not yet
studied the hollow verbs, but the point here is the function of the various stems, not their form).
[Cf. also §20.3.1(2a).]
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TRY OMWP R DPTON N
PO TR LRURI TR

mm eh mm

Biblical Hebrew

..., but if he stands for a day or two days (Ex 21.21; 3ms Q F)
A king causes a land to stand [preserves] by justice
(Pr29.4a); 3ms HF

... [the goat] shall be caused to stand alive before YHWH

(Lv 16.10); 3ms Hp F

FTRY3 A3P7 AR
AM22 ToRITIR 1NN

oY PRI

He died and was buried in Shamir (Jg 10.2; 3ms Q Pr).

... and they caused the king to die (killed) in his house
(2 Kgs 21.23; 3mp H Pr).

... and there she was caused to die (was put to death)
(2 Kgs 11.16; 3fs Hp Pr)

20.4 Frequency

There are 10,102 H-forms in the Bible (14% of all verbal forms). Hifil is the second most frequent
stem in Biblical Hebrew; hofal is one of the least frequent.

H 9,671 13.1%
Hp 531 0.7%
Total 10,102 13.8% of all verbal forms
20.5 Concepts
causative permissive tolerative
doubly transitive stative
20.6 Vocabulary
) then, at that time ™
fight (N) o> 300 " 292
formerly, since W +12) TR
. . be trustworthy, faithful; steady, b .293
escape (N); rescue, deliver (D) tb'_??; .301 firm (N); believe, trust (H) 2
relent, be sorry, rue (N); comfort, om .302 | truth; trustworthiness PN 294
console (D) -7
hide, conceal [oneself] (N, Dt); be
hidden/concealed (N); hide e 303 | [thel firstborn 702 295
[someone] (H)
cow (female) . the}:el;/was, here is/was (trad., man .296
T 304 |Behold)
bull (male) )= [city] wall m;ﬁn .297
. . L ordinance, rule, prescription Ph
be r.umed, spoiled, corrupt (N); ruin, Py .305 | [something prescribed, required, a-m 298
spoil, corrupt (D); destroy (H) - P
commanded]
. i together, simultaneously (adv.); :
be destroyed, ex.termmated (N); MYy .306 | phps. twice as community (Dt 33.5; i .299
destroy, exterminate (H) =T 1Ch 12.18) 1jnj
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II1.20. The H-Stems (Hifil, Hofal)

20.7 Exercises

179

After learning the characteristics of the H-stems, gloss these sentences and clauses, parsing the

verbs.

1 Kgs 3.7; David
Ps 8.7

Ps 22.11; DI'W womb; ]ED: belly, womb

Dt 32.20

Ps 143.8; A2 trust

Lv 21.17

Lv 20.24; 592 separate (H)

Is 8.17; 121 wait [for] (D); M2
wait [for] (D)

Ex 24.4; 02U arise/awake /do [X]
early; 137 and he built (3ms Q Pr <
i133); 1281 standing stone; add the
numerals for the total

Gn 1.14; DR lights [-givers/bearers];

27 vault, ﬁrmament 111 (Bep Q
P <177 be, become; 5"13 (see #7); DR
[al sign

Zc 13.2; OX] declaration, utterance;
DLSJ idol; "TN?DID uncleanness;
each line is a clause

1 Ch 23.1; Y20 be full, satisfied with;
have one’s fill of; David, Solomon

Nu 3.6; Levi, Aaron (in the following
verses YHWH assigns duties to the
Levitical clans)

Ps 17.8; ]W?"R apple; "73 shadow;
3 wing
Dt 31.18; ‘73_.7 because of, on account

of; TV do, make (3ms Q P);
1D turn (3ms Q P)

Est 4.4; Esther is the subject
of ﬂ'?t;jmj; Mordecai

1 Sam 25.15; 255 humiliate, trouble;
NN anything; NN while we
were (QNC < 117 + lep + )
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Ps 119.19; M2 sojourner; alien
(i.e., non-native)

Ps 46.10;}13!&? cease, stop; N3P end,
edge; NUP bow; T3P break (D); NI
spear; 1123Y wagon, chariot

Ho 2.20 [final N of NT2 doubles the
perfect subject ending]; ™7 living
thing; L']"ISJ bir{l; LM" creeping thing;
NUP bow; M3 securely

English uses “helping verbs” to modify the function of the main verb in other ways than causation.
Auxiliary verbs modify either the temporal reference (“they have gone”, “they shall have gone”) or
can be modal (“you must/could/should have gone”). With rare exceptions Biblical Hebrew does
not use helping verbs (53:, be able, is the main exception), either modal or temporal. Modality and
“tense” are translational (i.e., exegetical) decisions, so that, for example, Ps 5.12 could be rendered
in various ways, all of which are grammatically defensible, even though they are not all equally
probable. This does not mean that verbal function is somehow inherently ambiguous or indetermi-
nate, but it does underline the importance of lexical value (semantic load) and context, alongside

conjugation and stem.

EERCAEERC

n5iwS W
oy Tom

a3k T2 b
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PN "D

IR RRH ARy glelg

PINT TSP mingon o
W T Pibw Man pERY O Np

700 Mooy NI o2 2 Dg'? Nl
RTINT W7 DD Rivem
PINTYR Ti2ws enom 29m nYp

20.8 Enrichment: Modality

And let all [those] who take refuge in you rejoice
And all [those] who take refuge in you shall rejoice

And all [those] who take refuge in you rejoice

And all [those] who take refuge in you should/must rejoice

And all [those] who take refuge in you may rejoice
And may all [those] who take refuge in you rejoice
For ever let them shout

For ever shall they shout (etc.)

And may you shelter them

And you shall shelter them (etc.)

And may those who love your name exult in you

That those who love your name may exult in you (etc.)

18

19

.20
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Lesson 21

THE QAL PASSIVE / IDENTIFYING (PARSING) VERBAL FORMS

A number of verbs occur in forms which look like pual or hofal, but which have come to be recog-
nized as the remnants of a gal passive [Qp] stem.13

21.1.1 Form

The primary criteria for identifying forms as Qp rather than as Dp or Hp is that (1) the verbal root does
not occur in piel or hifil; or (2) these forms function as the passive of the gal (i.e., rather than the passive
of the piel or hifil); or both. Note, for example, the function of these verbs in their various stems:

Q Qp and N D H

'7:& eat; consume, destroy be eaten, consumed --- feed

deliver beget, become

ad bear, give birth to be born (as a midwife) father/ancestor of

HPL) take be taken - -
]m give be given — o
9 destroy be destroyed assault, mistreat ---

This charts some forms of the gal passive in these stems (not all are listed, forms not listed do not
occur), as well as how relatively infrequent they are.'>*

153. The existence of a gal passive stem was suggested by Ibn Jikatilla in the 10th century. On the qal
passive, cf. Gesenius’ Hebrew Grammar (Oxford: Oxford University), §52e, 53u; Paul Jotion, A Grammar of
Biblical Hebrew. Trans., Takamitsu Muraoka (Rome: Pontifical Biblical Institute, 1991), §58; Bruce K. Waltke &
M. O’Connor, Introduction to Biblical Hebrew Syntax (Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1993), §22.6, 23.6.1, 24.6a,
25.1a, 27.1a; Ronald J. Williams, “The Passive Qal Theme in Hebrew” Essays on the Ancient Semitic World,
ed. J W. Wevers & D.B. Redford (Toronto: University of Toronto, 1970), 43-50.

154. The perfect and participle tend to follow the forms of pual, whereas the imperfect and infinitive
construct are analogous to hofal, as the following distribution for these verbs shows.

Verbal Root “Stem” Perfect Participle Imperfect Inf. Const.

558 “Pual” 3 1 1
95 “Pual” 26 1
“Hofal” 3
nP"; “Pual” 8 1
“Hofal” 6
1N “Hofal” 8
a1y “Pual” 20
“Hofal” 2

all =“Dp” 2/3=“Dp” 16/17 = “Hp” all = “Hp”
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Verbal Perfect Imperfect/ Infinitive Participle Gloss Occurrences
Root Preterite Construct (Qp/total)
>R bon Sox DX be eaten 5/809
75 a5 - N1 1> beborn 30/499
b mpb e h MPS  betaken  15/938
™ ™ be given 8/2007
pml il g be destroyed  22/43

21.1.2 Function (HBI §2.1.2)

As shown above, the gal passive is the passive of the function of the gal of the same verbal root.

ik 1*5;]'1W§ TOWRM ... and the Asherah which was beside it had been cut down (Jg 6.28)
DUB TT'-?? M2Y ... and daughters were born to them (Gn 6.1)

21.1.3 Frequency

It is difficult to garner statistics for the frequency of the gal passive. Whether or not to include the
“regular” Qp participle, such as 9173, “blessed” (which occurs fairly frequently, and in a number of
verbs, but which has a different morphology (i.e., not pual- or hofal-“like”) is problematic. Refer-
ence works tend to either (1) identify these forms as pual or hofal (e.g., DCH); or (2) mention the gal
passive as a possible identification of pual or hofal (e.g., BDB, HALOT). The statistics used in this
grammar suggest that qal passive occurs 1,277 times in Biblical Hebrew (1.7% of all verbal forms).

21.2 Identifying (Parsing) Verbal Forms

You may well wonder why we spend so much time identifying [parsing] verbs, especially given the
availability of analytical lexicons (which parse every form in Biblical Hebrew), computerized data-
bases, interlinears, and parsing guides. This emphasis does not imply that verbs are somehow more
important or “key” to Biblical Hebrew. It merely reflects the nature of the language—Hebrew verbs
are more complex than, for example, nouns or numerals, and therefore require more study.

As we begin reading the biblical text, and see verbal forms in their larger linguistic contexts, we
will find that they are both more and less complex: more complex because their function is a direct
reflection of their literary context (the words, clauses, and sentences around them), and less complex,
because they become increasingly easier to recognize as we spend more time in the text itself.

Helpful as they can be, the tools mentioned above form yet another layer between the reader and
the Hebrew text, one of the barriers that the study of Hebrew attempts to overcome. Furthermore,
the greater our dependence on the “tools”, the more tools we need to gather and refer to in order to
study the text. If we need to look up the parsing of every other verb form, we spend our study time
interacting primarily with the tools, rather than the text. Also, no parsing guide—computerized or
not—is infallible, and there are valid differences of opinion between grammarians and commenta-
tors regarding the parsing of some forms (most tools identify only one possibility).!** A major reason
for studying Hebrew is to enable the student of Scripture to interact with the text on a more imme-
diate level,'* as directly as possible with the Hebrew text.

21.2.1 Verbal Diagnostics (summary)

This section presents some diagnostics for identifying verbal forms in Hebrew. If one does not seem
to work, try another! You will probably recognize something about most verbal forms (an ending,

154. These are more common when the verbal form is based on a weak verbal root (Lessons 24-31).

155. “[More] immediate” describes the relationship of the interpreter to the text, not to “layers” of meaning
within the text itself (as might be implied by “deeper”). Students of the languages should apprehend or interact
with the text in a different way than those who read it in their native tongue.
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II1.21. The Qal Passive/Identifying (Parsing) Verbal Forms 183

the stem, conjugation, lexical form, etc.). Begin from what you recognize, and then develop a routine
method that allows you to identify the verb’s subject, conjugation, stem, and lexical form.

Imperfect &

Stem Perfect Preterite Imperative Infinitives Participle
Q no prefix; - % no prefix no prefix no prefix; holem
a-vowels ) ',1 after first radical
N - 7 7 -3
-0 M -3

D no prefix - % no prefix no prefix -n
. |

Dp no prefix - 'j === no prefix -n

Dt .o - o o -
-

H -1 -0 -1 -1 - 12
LY

Hp -7 B
LY

21.2.2 Diagnostic Questions

1.

Is there a pronominal suffix or syntactical prefix (conjunction, preposition, article,
interrogative -11)?

The conjunction waw and interrogative -1 can be prefixed to any verbal form.

A preposition occurs only with infinitives construct and participles.

The article occurs only with participles.

Pronominal suffixes can affect the pointing of, e.g., the prefix vowel; they can also
obscure the subject ending of the verb.

Is there a PGN suffix (i.e., an affix that identifies the person, gender, number of the
subject)?

Is there a PGN prefix (i.e., a prefix that is part of the verbal form, not a syntactical prefix
[above], that identifies the person, gender, number of the subject)? Identify the prefix vowel
(if any).

In imperfect and preterite, f the prefix vowel is hireq, is the first radical of the verbal root
doubled?

a. Yes — nifal

b. No — qal (unless root is I- or [certain] geminate verbs)

Does the second radical of the verbal root have dages forte (i.e., dages preceded by a full
vowel)?

Yes — piel, pual, hitpael

If you can answer questions 1-5, and know only two forms of each stem (3ms P, 3ms F), you
can parse nearly any form.

pooe

Q N D Dp Dt H Hp

3ms perfect Sun Oumy Swn Sun Sunnn Svunn Sunn
Smsimperfect Dy Dy Swmy Swm Swnm Swi Sum

All stems except gal and nifal prefix the letter -2 to form the participle; in those stems the prefix
vowel for the participle is the same as the prefix vowel of the imperfect and preterite.
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21.2.3 Summary
Forms Without a Prefix

1. Averbal form without a prefix must be qal (perfect, imperative, participle, infinitive) or piel
or pual (perfect, imperative, infinitive).

Forms with a Prefix

1. A tri-radical form with a prefixed -] is either nifal perfect or participle, or 1cp imperfect or
preterite (any stem).

2. A tri-radical form with a prefixed -7 is either hifil, hofal, or hitpael perfect, imperative, or
infinitive; or nifal imperative or infinitive.

3. Atri-radical form with a prefixed -1 is a participle in either piel, pual, hitpael, hifil, or hofal,
or a participle or infinitive construct with prefixed min (-12).

Prefix Vowel

1. If the prefix is -17 and there is -* - after the second radical, the form is hifil perfect.

2. If the prefix is -7 and the second radical is doubled, the form is hitpael (perfect, impera-
tive, or infinitive).

3. If the prefix is -77 the form is hofal (perfect or infinitive).

4. Hifil is the only stem with a patah prefix vowel in imperfect, preterite, imperative, infini-
tives, and participle (i.e., all conjugations except perfect).

5. If the prefix vowel of an imperfect or preterite form is hireq, the form is qal, nifal, or hitpael.

Doubled Radical
1. A tri-tradical form with a doubled second radical must be piel, pual, or hitpael (all
conjugations).

2. Atri-radical form with a doubled first radical must be nifal imperfect, preterite, imperative,
or infinitive.

N.B.: As always, the goal is the ability to “figure out” a verbal form, not to memorize a set of

“rules”.
21.3 Vocabulary
gather, assemble Y2p 316 | sister, female relative ninR - .307
bur.‘n incense; cause a sacrifice 1&; .317 | trust, be confident in/of mna 308
or incense to smoke (D, H) =k =7
meet, encounter (only as NC) N7 burn, consume (Q, D) 7:_]; .309

walk, step on, tramp; cause to

happen, occur TP 318 march, tread down, tread [string] 07 .310
R a bow (both Q & H) T
toward, against, opposite nxjp'? . . . . :
(Q inf. const. + [?) : like, just like (variant of -2) m> 311
hunger, famine Y= .319 | leader, member of ruling class Ny 312
burn (oft. specified with WN;) r]jrg .320 | surrounding, [all] around (adv.) e
rise early (H; often in hendi- surrounding, [all] around (adv.); 313
adys: “do X early”); often with D:_)(@? 321 | P20+ maloln)
7?3; “in the morning”
. close, shut (Q); give into someone’s
: , 314
throw, cast, hurl (H) ‘['?!g 322 power lhand] (H) pble) 3
pillar, column Tmy 315
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21.4 Exercises

After studying the diagnostics of the stems, gloss these clauses, parsing all verbal forms. If a verb’s
function is not clear due to its stem, consult a lexicon.

Lv 9.13; RS™ present (H); 1D piece WRITTIRY mnmah vy wesnn b 1
[of a cut-up carcass]; —L:) by mam 5:] PN

1 Ch 14.12; David; X probably functions here IWS; 'ﬂDj@?] ™T '1?9&3’1 DTT’TTB&'D& D@'ﬂ:t]_]j] 2
as “commanded”
1 Kg 15.24; Asa; Jehoshaphat PRARTDY NOX 20N .3
TR T Y2 PNIRTDOY 2PN
IR

Is 22.22; "N037 I will put/place/set (<N); 1?3;27"53_.7 IO IRen hnd 4
NN key (something showing that the wearer :nne XY 10 pblo TRY 1ne
has authority or ability to open & close?); 220 ) ) '

shoulder; David .

Jr 7.15; Ephraim w2 byn oonyg poSUm 5
:0MER v PR DTN 5: my *RoSun TUND

Isai 36:15; 113 give; T2 inlto] the hand of; Heze- SRS TITTOR MR oInR MaToN) 6

kiah; Assyria; the first verb is volitional Bablo -I‘;n T2 PRI  inlbinFly &‘?

Josh 10.6; 9N against (9% and DY often overlap T 2w R ohn oD wby wapy 7

in function); Amorite(s)

1 Sam 28.4; 1N3’1 they came /went; 1IN they DJ\W: Ebinkhl WRD’W D‘ﬂW'?D BWIPN .8

camped, Philistines, Shunem, Saul, Gilboa; note ;J:‘;;: N ")NWW"L?D g ‘;mw Tapm

the difference in function between the N & Q of

rap

Gn 3.19; the suffix on ]2 is 3fs because it refers ITTTE'? nanR 2 -9

to TN, T2V dirt, dust; JWWD you shall return A IBYORY RN By

(2ms Q F < 210) ToTTorr T T

Is 15.1; RWM oracle; burden; % || 1273, NI Rpn 10

] destroy, ruin, devastate (3ms Dp P); Ar W T 5,53 o)

(capital(?) city [cf. 2°V] of Moab); 111273 it is
destroyed [undone (3ms N P); lais a “title”; 1b-d
are clauses

T2 2Nn
ST AR T 5*5: o)

1 Kg 2.21; Abishag; Shunamite; Adonijah nsmwﬂ hliiplab oY o anRRm (11
RS IR IS

2 Chr 18.5; 79317 shall we go; UK NING U2 DNTAR ORIon papn 12

Ramoth-gilead manon’ "mb: o ‘7& 7537 Dby RN

Ps 119.35; 2°N) path, way onsen o) TmED 232 N2 13

Ps 125.1; Zion; W" it / he moves /shall be moved, ]ﬁ’S'WU? mma D’U{DEU 14

2" it/ he endures /shall endure; these singular u oSS pInRb

verbs are collectives; their subject is the first word T '

Ps 31.9; 2171 wide [i.e., open] place (cf. M7, be 3,’_1&'72.’:1 Rlaiaklely] N51 .15

wide) arERlng R e
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21.5 Enrichment: Nominal Formation

The lexicon of Biblical Hebrew has many words that are related to each other, so that knowing a
verbal root can help you recognize new words, even when they are quite infrequent (e.g., NIRD7,
below). These lists also show that noun formation is not arbitrary in Biblical Hebrew. In English,
for example, suffixing “r-” to a verb yields the noun that identifies someone characterized by that
activity, such as “write+r” (one who writes), but adding “r-” to the beginning of a word does not
change its function, since initial “r-” is not a functional prefix in English.

1. Nouns formed by suffixed M- are feminine, and tend to be abstract:

‘:[5?3 reign, rule, be king m:br_z royalty, royal authority; kingdom; reign

550 be insolent, foolish nﬂ'?:o folly, insolence (7x; all in Qo)

XD heal PIRDT  healing (only Pr 3.8)

B widow PN widowhood

2. Nouns can be formed by prefixing -2 to a root:

N7 fear, be afraid of Nji?ﬂ fear

Y sit, stay; settle, live, dwell Dgﬁn dwelling[-place]

92D  count R0R number, total

Y work, do, make, act TTWJJ?_: deed, act; thing done,work
M8 command, order, demand HJED command, order, demand
mp purchase, buy; acquire HJP?J property, acquisition(s); cattle
mp happen, befall; meet mapn happening, occurrence

IR see, observe, look [at] his sight, appearance

dafaod] Judge tDEWD Jjudgment; justice; custom

3. Some of these designate the place of the activity described by the corresponding verb:

mar  sacrifice nam  altar; place of sacrifice

‘:[5?3 reign, rule, be king n;'?r;f_: kingdom;, sovereignty, rule, reign, dominion

nBY  watch, guard fpi=)3n) watchtower (Mizpah)

WP belcome] holy WP sanctuary; holy place

op stand DﬁP?; place; standing place

oY be high, exalted Dﬁfg height

09 ride TT;;W?: chariot (cf. ZDﬁ, chariot, chariotry)
oW lie down, sleep :;W?j bed

]DW' live, dwell ];WD living / dwelling place; “tabernacle”
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4. Participles can be substantival so frequently that they essentially function as nouns:

Ay live, dwell, settle, remain WY inhabitant; citizen (Q Ptc)
N> be/act as priest 112 priest (Q Pte)
51 go about on foot; spy L);j?_j spy, scout (D Pte)

WoXW  Jjudge, administer justice vew  [aljudge (Q Pte)

Nouns “from” geminate roots can retain the repeated radical of the root (cf. dages forte):

55n praise }'l'?.‘m praise

555 pray n?an prayer

False cognates—words that share the same radicals, but have a different root (i.e., homo-
nyms), as English “Put the money in the bank”, “a hole in the river bank”, and “The pilot
put the plane into a bank”—are usually distinguished by Roman numerals (I, II, etc.) in the
lexica; related adjectives, nouns, etc. are identified by the same Roman numeral.

I Sun compare(?); use a proverb L){Q?T: proverb, saying; parable

I Sun reign, rule n'?@?:?: / nL)W?J?: rule, dominion, kingdom
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Lesson 22

GUTTURAL VERBS

Verbal roots that have X, 11, I, or ¥ as one of their root consonants belong to a subset of the basic
verb called guttural verbs. There are five types, identified according to the position of the guttural
consonant. Some verbs with 7 also share the characteristics of the guttural verbal roots, since 7
does not double.!%¢

I-guttural (and I-7) BD-guttural ih=bd) cross over
I-N N"B157 MR say
II-guttural V-guttural aya  burn
(and II-7) "y q72 bless
III-guttural '7-guttural o send
IR RS Rxn  find

22.1 The Basic Differences

Four characteristics of the gutturals (one of which they share with 7) cause the vowels of some
forms to differ from those of the basic verb.

1.

R, 1,1, ¥, 9 do not double (geminate). In forms of the strong verb that have dages forte in a

position occupied by a guttural or 7 (e.g., the middle radical in D, Dp, and Dt), the dages is

absent; this non-gemination often causes the preceding vowel to lengthen, because a syllable

is open rather than being closed by dages forte.

R, 17, 1, Y are followed by hatef-vowels instead of sewa (i.e., the half-vowel is under the

guttural and thus “follows” it in pronunciation).

a. I-guttural verbs often have a hatef-vowel after the first radical instead of Sewa

b. II-guttural roots have hatef-vowels instead of vocal Sewa after the second radical
(i.e, before vocalic endings)

i1, 1M, ¥ tend to occur with a-vowels, either full vowels or patah furtivum, so that patah may

occur where the basic verb (‘7127?3) has holem or sere.

Since X does not close a syllable, verbs whose roots end in X tend to have long vowels after

the second radical. Although 17 (i.e., without mappiq) does not close a syllable, verbs that

end in 7 are a type of weak root (below); verbs ending in /7- are strong, and considered

III-guttural.

These characteristics cause most of the differences between guttural verbs and the basic verb. In
this table, each pair of examples has the same parsing; the second example is the basic verb.

156. This lesson presents a great deal of information about guttural verbal roots; the rules merely demon-
strate that the patterns are predictable, regular, and reflect the effect of the gutturals on vocalization.

157. The " means that this is to be read as an abbreviation or symbol, not a word. Labels such as R"D are
read from right to left (pe-‘alef).
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190 Biblical Hebrew

Guttural Basic Parsing Nature of the
Verb Verb Difference Reason for the Difference
=aNy Sy 3ms N F no dages forte; long Since gutturals don’t double, the syllable is
T2 Suin oms DV Vowels instead of short open; this also affects roots I/II-7 in certain

stems (below).

bhjaliay 5?;7;_37 3ms Q F a-vowels (esp. patah) Word-final gutturals tend to be preceded by
SJTDW" 5@?3‘ 3ms D F after the second radical an a-vowel.

tlnigi! 15@3 3cp Q P hatef-vowels instead of Gutturals have hatef-vowels where the basic
Dﬂ'T?ﬁSJ DDBW?TJ 2mp Q P vocal Sewa verb has vocal Sewa

mialih Sz 3ms Q F  hatef-vowels under the Initial guttural that closes the prefix
Tn jJ'_' 5’&7?3‘ 3ms H P first radical instead of  syllable (i.e., where the first radical is
T T silent Sewa in forms followed by silent Sewa in the basic verb)
with prefixes (F, Pr) is often followed by the hatef-vowel that
matches the prefix vowel.

segol as prefix vowel Initial gutturals, especially 1, may have
L)jﬂf{ L)W?Q? 3ms Q F instead of hireq segol as a prefix vowel where the basic verb
. ' has hireq.
RSN ’h5!§7@ les QP long vowel after the ITI-X forms generally have a long vowel after
N2 5}3‘73» 3msDp F second radical, no sewa the second radical of the verbal root. The I
T T before PGN ending; of PGN endings lacks dages lene since it is
nodages in N of PGN  “preceded” by a vowel (final N is not consid-
ending ered consonantal).
nms DL?W?TD 2fsQP [Silent] ® drops out of some ITI-X forms
Pun *h%w‘n 1es QP 1ack final N (usually noted in Mp; Lesson 29).

12 St 8msQPr

22.2 I-Guttural Roots

These verbal roots differ from the basic verb wherever the first radical is followed by sewa (qal
imperfect and preterite; nifal perfect and participle; all forms of hifil and hofal) or doubled (nifal
imperfect, imperative, infinitive construct). The D-stems are not affected.

1. 2mp and 2fp qgal perfect have hatef-patah under the first radical (59U is for comparison).
onTaY You served  2mp Q P Dﬂ%@?ﬂ

2. Wherever the basic verb has silent sewa after the first radical, guttural roots have a hatef-
vowel, with the corresponding full vowel under the prefix (51 is for comparison).

=>h He enslaved  3ms HP B‘tunn
PN I[will] seize  1lesQF '7!27?3&

3. Whenever the initial radical of the basic verb is doubled (nifal F, V, NC), the prefix vowel is
long (sere). Since 7 does not geminate, this also applies to verbs that are I-7.

m He/It will be forsaken ~ 3fsNF DUBR  You/she will be ruled
RIM and she /it will appear 3ms N Pr BWTQH] and she /it will appear

22.3 I-X Roots

This sub-set of the I-guttural roots (cf. §6.2), contains only five verbs (7NN, '7:&, TN, AR, TER).
They differ from other I-guttural verbs (above) only in gal imperfect (Q F) and qgal preterite (Q Pr).
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22.4 II-Guttural Roots

These verbal roots differ from the basic verb wherever the second radical is doubled (all three
D-stems), or followed by vocal sewa (all forms with vocal PGN sufformatives, in all stems except
hifil). The forms of II-guttural verbs are not affected in Aifil.

1. The D-stems follow one of two patterns:
a. In some II-guttural roots the vowel after the first radical is long (games or sere in piel,
hitpael; holem in pual), since that syllable is open.

973 Heblessed 3ms D P S
973 Hewas blessed  3ms Dp P ‘7(@7?3
‘D:m Blessed ms Dp Ptc '7@?3?3

b. Other II-guttural roots look just like the basic verb, but without dages forte, so that the
vowel after the first radical is hireq or patah (piel, hitpael) or qibbus (pual).t%®

o2 Hechose 3ms D P 5WD
M) Wewill be chosen  1cp Dp F 5@7?33

2. With vocalic PGN suffixes (1-, -, -), these roots have a hatef-vowel after the second radical
instead of vocal sewa (all stems):

'-1'7::{_; They redeemed. 3cp QP 15!;7?3
M2 Choose! 2mp QV 15@3
WLR{JTTT Redeem yourselves!  2mp NV wapn

22.5 III-Guttural Roots (III-T/Y /7 only)

These verbal roots differ from the basic verb mainly by having patah after the second radical, or
patah furtivum after its vowel. Mappiq in the final 17 of these roots means that the i is a consonant,
not a vowel letter (as it is in roots III-77; below).

1. If a form has no ending or suffix, the vowel after the second radical is patah, except in H
(which will, nonetheless, have patah furtivum):

M2 He flees 3ms QF Shiras
VMUY He causes to hear SmsHF ‘7*@7;2
Y™ and he heard 3ms Q Pr L)im;ﬁ]

VMU and he caused to hear  3ms H Pr L}'W?;f]

2. If the vowel after the second radical is written with a vowel letter, patah furtivum is added
(see also the last example in #1, above):

Yy Heard ms Qp Pte L)WJ'?;
Uy Hewill cause _ to hear 3ms HF S

3. 2fs P (all stems) has patah after the third radical instead of silent sewa:

n:_]f_:(g You heard 2fs QP n")@p
n:_]?_:tﬂ]:[ You were caused to hear ~ 2fs Hp P n'?!gr:]:[

158. This is called “virtual doubling” or “gemination”, because the Masoretes pointed the word with a
short vowel (since the syllable would have been closed if the radical had been doubled)—the term is confusing,
since nothing is in fact doubled.
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22.6 III-X Roots

These forms differ from the basic verb because X cannot close a syllable; at the end of a syllable it
becomes silent and the preceding vowel is long, usually qames or sere. Forms with vocalic endings
(1-,% -, 1_-), where X begins the final syllable, are like the basic verb.

1. The vowel after the second radical is long, and the PGN ending (1) does not have dages lene,

because the R is silent (and therefore ignored in pronunciation).

N3 He found 3ms QP '7@?;
igh e You found  2ms QP 13'7@?;

Silent X may even be missing (the verbal root is X12Y; see table, §22.1):

jgiahy You are thirsty (Ru 2.9) 2fs Q P nbuin

T

2. With the ending M- (2/3fp F, Pr, V), the vowel after the second radical is segol (all stems):

TINEBRNN You /they [will] find your [themselves 2/3pf Dt F ﬂ;'?@'?_:nm
MIREIN You /they [will] find 2/3fp Q F ﬂJT(?W?Dﬂ

22.7 Common Guttural Roots

This table lists all guttural roots with pointing that is affected by the presence of a guttural or 7 that
occur more than two hundred times in Biblical Hebrew, listed by type. Verbs are listed according
to the type of weakness that actually occurs (e.g., X7, “fear”, does not occur in the D-stems, and so
is listed as III-X, but not as II-7; 777, “descend, go down”, does not occur in the D-stems, and so is

not listed).
I-N I-guttural (not I-X)
MR say, speak (> 5000x) Y do, make; act [perform a deed]
(2573x%)
‘73& eat, devour, consume (795x) TN see (1294x)
AR love (205%) a5y go up, ascend (879x)
IIT-guttural N2y cross/pass over/through /by (539x)
DY hear, listen [tol; obey (1136x) MY stand; stop (519x)
Y know, understand; notice, recognize (924x) MY answer; testify (314x)
HP5 take, get, acquire (964x) 92y  serve, be servant to (289x)
o send [away], let go; stretch out, reach, - be[come] strong (Q); seize, grab;
extend (839x) | hold (H) (288x)
VY save, deliver, triumph (205x) T live, be alive (281x)
III-R N1 sin, miss [a target] (237x)
NI2  come, go [in], enter (2530x) ﬂDR gather, collect (203x)
N3Y  go out, leave, exit (1055x) Y leave, forsake, abandon (212x)
NP call; name; invite; read (730x) II-guttural (or )
N lift up, carry, bear; forgive (651x) 772 bless, worship (D) (328x)
N¥M  find, discover (451x)
N fear, be afraid [of ] (377x)
X51  belcomel full (250x)
NP sin, miss [a target] (237x)
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doubling I-guttural

gemination D-gutteral

22.8 Concepts

II-guttural
V-guttural

III-guttural
5. guttural

mappiq
“virtual doubling”

22.9 Vocabulary

south, Negev 315 .332 | length '[‘WN .323
skin, leather 93 .333 | turn, overturn, destroy 720 324
cloud(s) Ny 334 animal(s) [coll.], living thing mn o .325
footstep; time (i.e., once, thrice) i:]_]gT 335 wounded, slain, dead (adj.) ‘7?7:[ .326
twice (dual) D’?_DIJ@ ) male donkeylass aan 327
rest, sabbath nay .336 on account of, for the.sake of w: 398
T (prp.); because [of 1 (cj.) - -
forget n;tg .337 | vineyard DWD .329
) sell a2n 330
regularly, continually (adv.)* Tmnn 338 _—
T sight, appearance (cf. 1IN7) R 331

22.10 Exercises

193

After studying the characteristics of the guttural verbs, gloss these clauses, parsing the verbs.

Jg 8.18; 1B Where?

Gn 37.5; abn dream; Joseph
Joel 3.4; 1177 moon

Gn 41.56; PTH sieze, be strong

2 Ch 20.20; nos succeed, prosper; Judah,
Jerusalem

Josh 1.2; Q%2 stand, rise (2ms Q V; this
form often introduces another imperative);
Jordan

Ps 38.22 (MM and ‘7_15& are vocative; each
line is a clause)

Ps 143.8a, bp (in reading poetry, “bp” refers
to the second half (“B”) of the second poetic
line (“b”))

Lv 26.38 (each line is a clause)

Ex 6.6

159. In a construct chain, 7125 refers to something repeated, regular, or perpetual (7121 TTI?SJ, perpetual

offering).
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A common standard for determining “fluency” in a language is a threshold vocabulary of about
1000 words. This seems to be the point at which most people can begin to communicate with native
speakers with some degree of comfort. There are at least two effective ways to approach this goal;

Gn 3.2; WI:Q snake; ]JT garden

Ps 129.8; 11272 blessing

Ex 32.30; XM sin (v.); RO sin (n.), more
commonly NRBT; the second line contains
the quotation; Moses

Pr15.9; n;;_:im abomination; each line is a
clause

Jr 22.21

Gn 27.34; PU3 cry out [for help] ; TPYS
cry (n.); M bitter (adj.); "IN is vocative; Esau

1 Kgs 3.3; 1295 by walking (Q NC < 7o +
5); Pj only; ﬂfg; high place, cultic center;
Solomon, David

Jr 17.14; ﬂ‘?ﬂﬂ praise (n.)

Ex 12.46; DBSJ bone; this is from the
instructions about the Passover

Mi 3.4; PUT cry out [for help]; 73?2 he will
answer (3ms Q F < MY)

2 Kg 24.2; 7171 band, troop; multiple
national/ethnic names

Dt 7.24a

Biblical Hebrew

:DONY YR MIEn WmaON TENT MmN

D‘5N 1 Tne72 DW:SJ'T Emleh &51
'H'T‘ DW: DDHN WJDWZ

DUTONR TR MR
noT) -mr.m DONDT oONR

SJWW I77 MM nayin
37&‘ 'D'IL ﬂ?ﬁ?ﬂ

#5ipa PnY RS 3

IR TR WY uhYD
TRRTIY 7N '15':: TPYs pusn
P3N WD) D732 mx’v RN

MR Y 28n
IR 7 NiPna n-‘a‘a
MMWVPMY MAM RIT NMA2 PO

TN CRPTA D L REONT MY INEY

H27720n NS o3y .. IR MR Mo
BRI Y KDY TR PUT T
NYIT DY3 DR MR NN

DYIWD TIAR 3 M nbun

IR YT NN OOR CTITITANY

TMY™I2 YT NN

TaRTS T nnbww

BNNIT PIIY T2 92T WK MY 7272

N2 o7obn o
DMRWT AOOR DRWNR NTINT

22.11 Enrichment: Vocabulary

many students find that they work well in tandem.

Continuing to strengthen your grasp of vocabulary (through memorization), and to see how it func-
tions in a variety of contexts (through reading) will increase your ability to both read and under-

1. Memorize more vocabulary, using, for example, Mitchel (see Bibliography), which allows
you to learn glosses for words that occur in descending frequency in Biblical Hebrew. If you
are learning new words and reading the text, you will find that the two often reinforce each
other, as when you encounter a newly memorized word (or a closely related form) in the

passage that you are reading.

2. Learn words as they occur in whatever text you are reading. For example, since fifty of the
fifty-two occurrences of WJpP plank are in the book of Exodus (describing the Tabernacle),
there is not much sense in learning to gloss this word unless you plan to read Exodus. But if
you are going to read Exodus, then taking time to learn this word will be worth your while.

stand the text.
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Lesson 23

Basic TooLs

In addition to the Hebrew Bible itself, there are many tools designed to help you understand the
biblical text. Lexical aids suggest glosses (lexicons and word lists), or discuss the use, distribution,
and broader function of individual words (theological dictionaries and wordbooks). There are also
grammatical aids (e.g., reference grammars), and guides to textual criticism, the masora, and other
technical aspects of the biblical text. Most of these are discussed briefly in Appendix F (below). This
Lesson focuses on the text of BHS and the major lexical tools.

23.1 Hebrew Bible
23.1.1 Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia (BHS)

Since its completion, BHS has been the basis for nearly every Bible translation, Hebrew-based
commentary, and reference work on Biblical Hebrew, whether in print and or electronic. Biblia
Hebraica Stuttgartensia (BHS), named for its place of publication, is the fourth “scholarly” edition
of the Hebrew text. It began to appear in 1967 and was complete ten years later; several corrected
versions have appeared since then. A fifth edition, to be known as Biblia Hebraica Quinta (5th) is
now being released (2010).

Prole8OmeEna ..............oovviiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeee et e e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e ab—a——aaaaaaaeeeaeaanes III

Foreword (in German, English, French, Spanish, Latin) ...........ccccooviiiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeee, II1
Part I. A history of this edition of the Hebrew Bible, explains the differences between it and
its predecessor, referred to as either BH? [3rd ed.] or BHK [“Kittel”, its editor].
Part II. Explains the basis of the masora in BHS, and some of the masoretic notes and read-
ings. The English version of this material is on pp. XI-XVIII.

Sigla et Compendia Apparatum (List of Signs & Abbreviations) ........cccccccceeeeeiieeeiiiiiininennenn... XLVII
1. Apparatus criticus (The [Text-] Critical Apparatus) ........ccccceeeeeiiiniiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeecccrrreeeeen. XLVII
SOUTCES ..vvieeeuiriieeeeiiteteeeeitteeeeeettteeeeaeatteeeeeaasseeseaasssseeseassseaeeassssseessassssseasesssseeesenssseeeenn XLVII

An alphabetical list of abbreviations used in the textual apparatus (at the bottom of
each page of the biblical text), with the documents to which they refer.

ADDTEVIATIONS ..ieiiiiiieieiiiiiee ettt ee e eeite e e e ettt e e e e rtteeeeeetbaeeeeesssaeeeeessnseeeseanssaeeeennsseaeesnnsees LIX
An alphabetical list of abbreviated Latin expressions used in the textual apparatus,
with the full Latin terms.

II. Apparatus masorae (The Masoretic APParatiis) ........ceeeeeeieeeeeiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeccciiirrereee e e e e LIII
Lists alphabetically abbreviations used in the textual apparatus to refer to masoretic
materials.

Index Siglorum et Abbreviationum Masorae Parvae (Index of Signs & Abbreviations of the Masora
POTUQ) ceeeiiiiiieieeeeeeeeee ettt et ettt e e e e e e e e e e bbbttt et e e e e e e e e e bbbbtateaeaeeeaeeenaane LIII
Lists the abbreviations in the margins of BHS is in alphabetical [Hebrew] order; its Latin trans-
lations can be deciphered with the help of Kelley, et al. (1998).

Index Librorum Biblicorum (Index of the Biblical Books) .......cccccvvvveeiiiieieiiiinnnns [no page number]
Lists the biblical books in the order in which they are printed in BHS; titles are in Latin &
Hebrew.
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196 Biblical Hebrew

The HEDIEW BIDLE .........ooouueuieeeeiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee et e e e et e e e e e e e e e e e e ettt ettt eeeeeeeeeens 1

The order of the books differs slightly from that found in English Bibles, because they follow the
general order of the Septuagint (pre-Christian, Greek translation of the Hebrew text), rather than
the Hebrew Bible:

> Ruth, Lamentations, Daniel, Esther, Ezra-Nehemiah, & Chronicles are among the Writings,
rather than the historical and prophetic books.

> Samuel, Kings, Ezra-Nehemiah, & Chronicles are each a single book; there is no new title
page for the second “book”, although the second “half” begins again with chapter 1.

> Because the Latin titles are used, some will not look familiar (e.g., Regum = Kings,
Threni = Lamentations).

> Although BHS claims to reproduce the text of the codex, the book of Chronicles precedes
Psalms in the codex, rather than concluding the Bible, as it does in BHS.

Text Pages

The name of the biblical book is listed at the top of each page (Hebrew on the right page, Latin
on the left). Page numbers are on the upper inside corners; chapter/verse references on the upper
outside corners.

There are four blocks of material on each page. In the center of each page is the biblical text
itself. This reproduces the text of Codex Leningrad, which is considered the oldest representative of
the best masoretic scribal tradition, manuscripts copied and corrected by the family of Ben Asher.
This text therefore represents a single manuscript, and is therefore a single witness to the biblical
text (much as Alexandrinus or Vaticanus is to the text of the GNT). The UBS and Nestle-Aland
Greek New Testaments contain an eclectic text that represents a committee’s conclusions about
the best reading for each verse, based on a comparison of many manuscripts, so that there is prob-
ably no single manuscript of the Greek NT with exactly the same text as the UBS/Nestle-Aland
NT. BHS presents a single manuscript, and is thus no different in principle from a Greek NT that
reproduces the text of only one manuscript, such as B (Codex Vaticanus).

In the outside margin are masoretic notes—masora parva [mp] or masora marginalis—which
contains the Masoretes’ comments on anything that they thought worthy of note, often unusual or
rare forms. Written in Hebrew and Aramaic, they refer to the words in the text with small circles
over them. We will discuss some of these, and how to read them.

Atthebottom of each page are two sets of footnotes. The first set, consisting of raised numbers followed
by “Mm” and a number, refer you to Weil (1971) for further information about some of the notes in mp.
The second set of footnotes records whatever variants the editor of that biblical book thought worthy of
notice, along with suggested alternate readings that are unsupported by manuscript evidence.

Each verse is preceded by its number. In prose passages, the verse number is repeated on the
inner margin of the line on which the verse begins (but not on the left page if the verse begins at the
right margin). In poetry, most verses begin at the right margin of the page. There are many differ-
ences in verse numbering between the Hebrew and English texts, and quite a few differerences in
chapter divisions. You need to know which system a commentary or reference work is using, so that
you can be sure that you are looking at the verse that the reference work is discussing.

Some Marks in the Text

sof pastq, “end of pasitq”, marks the end of nearly every “verse”, not the end of a sentence. The
final masora (at the end of each biblical book) lists the number of pasiigim in the book

o/ Solitary unpointed samek and pe mark textual breaks that were apparently based on content.
These “paragraph” endings, called MT1IN2 (“open”) or AN (“closed”) were separated by either
samek or pe, to indicate whether the next section began on the same line (D) or on the next line
(B, i.e., “Leave the rest of this line open”). Because these have been collated from various reading
traditions their occurrences in BHS are no longer consistent with this principle.

In the inner margin large samek headed by a rotated qames marks the beginning of a seder,
a system of indicating the weekly reading in the synagogues. Each is numbered by a small letter
with a superscript dot under the samek. The final masora for each book also lists the total number
of sdarim in that book (except the Minor Prophets, which the rabbis considered one book).
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II1.23. Basic Tools 197

accents Nearly every biblical word is marked with an accent that shows which syllable is accented, how
the word should be sung (cantillated), and how closely it is related to the following word. Your
copy of BHS should include a card marked Tabula Accentum that lists disjunctive and conjunctive
accents from strongest to weakest. There are two lists because the accents have different musical
value in Psalms, Job, and Proverbs (Accentus poétici). See Lesson 27 and HBI §4.

23.1.1 Biblia Hebraica Quinta (BHQ)

This newest edition of Biblia Hebraica began to appear in 2004; it will eventually comprise two
volumes, the first a biblical text much like BHS, and intended to replace it. The main differences
between BHQ and BHS are the inclusion of the text of the Masorah finalis at the foot of the biblical
text on each page, the Masorah parva /marginalis as it stands in Codex Leningradensis (i.e., not as
corrected and expanded by Weil for BHS), a much more full textual apparatus that includes abbre-
viated explanations of the reason for each textual variant. You will also immediately notice the use
of English rather than Latin (e.g., titles of books).

The second volume of BHQ will include a text-critical introduction to each biblical book (prima-
rily a descriptive list of the witnesses used in compiling the apparatus), commentaries on textual
variants and the Masorah parva, and a translation of the Masorah magna. These materials will be
part of each fascicle as it is published; when the project is complete, the materials will be divided
to create the two-volume set.

Since most of the material that describes BHS (above) also applies to BHQ, this section notes
only some of the differences.

General Introduction (English, German, Spanish)
The main purpose of this section is to explain the differences between BHQ and BHS (i.e., what
justifies the enormous investment of time, effort, and money), and especially to explain the crit-
ical apparatus of BHQ. Since the textual apparatus is the reason for this new edition, this is the
most extensive section of the Introduction, and describes “The Selection of Cases and Inclusion
Witnesses”, “The Evaluation of the Evidence”, “The Structure and Presentation of Cases”, “The
Layout of a Page”, and so forth.

Following the general introduction are two figures: a “Sample of an Apparatus Entry Illus-
trating the Presentation of the Text Critical Cases” and a “Sample Page Illustrating the Features
of the Layout”.

Sigla, Symbols and Abbreviations

Sigla for Textual Witnesses (alphabetical list of abbreviations used in the textual apparatus, with
the documents to which they refer).

Symbols Used in the Apparatus.

Abbreviations (alphabetical list of abbreviated English terms used in the textual apparatus).

Definitions and Abbreviations for the Terms Used to Characterize Readings

The Typology Underlying the Characterizations (a “characterization” is the editor’s explanation
of the reason for a textual variant), followed by an “Index by Type of Characterization” and an
“Alphabetical List of the Characterizations and Their Definitions”.

Glossary of Common Terms in the Masorah Parva (Index of Signs & Abbreviations of the Masora
Parva). An alphabetical list of the abbreviations in the margins of BHQ.

Table of Accents
Accents for the Twenty-One Prose Books
Accents for the Three Poetic Books (Psalms, Job, Proverbs)

Text Pages

The pages of the biblical text are similar to those of BHS. There are four blocks of material on each
page.

In the center of each page is the biblical text itself—the “text block”, which reproduces the text
of Codex Leningrad, as in BHS.

In the outside margin the Masora parva [mp] or Masora marginalis, is again much as in BHS.

PUTNAM Book.indb 197 7/9/10 2:51:02 PM



198 Biblical Hebrew

At the bottom of each page are two sets of footnotes. The first set, consisting of unpointed text, is
the Masora magna, reproduced from Codex L, with the addition of chapter-and-verse numbers.

The second set of footnotes records those textual variants that the editor of that particular
portion of the Bible thought worthy of notice, along with a suggested reason for each variant.

The name of the biblical book is listed at the top of each page (Hebrew on the right page, English
on the left).

23.2 Lexica

As the term is commonly used today, “lexicon” refers to a bi-lingual dictionary that offers a set of
glosses to render words from one language into another. As noted above (Lesson 2), however, these
are glosses, not definitions. For discussions of a word’s function within the language as a whole, it
is necessary to turn to a theological wordbook or dictionary, which usually discusses each word’s
frequency, patterns of occurrence, and suggests nuances of function, as well as its relationship to
any synonyms and antonyms.

23.2.1 Lexicons

BDB Brown, Francis, S.R. Driver, & Charles A. Briggs. 1907. A Hebrew and English
Lexicon of the Old Testament with an appendix containing the Biblical Aramaic.
Oxford: Clarendon Press.

Words are grouped according to putative root (e.g., nouns, adjectives, and prepositions follow the

verbal root from which they supposedly developed; so-called “denominative” verbs follow the noun

which was their “source”). The list of abbreviations is helpful; the list of sigla—“signs” (p. xix)—is

crucial. In addition to its eighteenth-century linguistics, major twentieth-century archaeological

and epigraphic finds were not available to the editors. [See the appendix on BDB.]

HALOT Kohler, L., and W. Baumgartner, eds. 2001. Hebrew and English Lexicon of the
Old Testament. Study Edition. 2 vols. Leiden: E.J. Brill, 2000.

The most complete modern lexicon of Biblical Hebrew. It generally follows the same classical

approach as BDB, except that words are listed alphabetically rather than by root. [Holladay (below)

contains the English portion of an earlier German-English edition, without the etymological and

cognate information, and fewer references.] The third edition contains a plethora of bibliographic

references, supplemented by an extenstive bibliography at the end of the second volume.

DCH Clines, David J.A., et al., eds. Dictionary of Classical Hebrew. Vols. 1 - . Sheffield:
University of Sheffield, 1991.

Projected to fill ten volumes, DCH covers all Hebrew (Biblical Hebrew, seals, inscriptions, Eccle-
siasticus, DSS) except rabbinic Hebrew. All words, including proper names, are listed alphabeti-
cally by actual spelling, which makes nouns and adjectives much easier to find. It includes no
etymological or other cognate information, even when the suggested gloss depends on a cognate. It
is essentially an analytical concordance, which lists, for example, every subject, object, and prepo-
sition with which every verb occurs, as well as synonyms and antonyms. This is unique to DCH; a
computerized database should yield similar results.

HOLLADAY Holladay, W.L. 1971 A Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the OT. Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans.

An abridgement of an earlier edition of KBL (above), Holladay is more current than BDB (i.e.,

cognate and extra-biblical evidence), but does not have nearly as much information about usage,

occurrences, collocations, etc. as BDB, DCH, or KBL. Words are listed alphabetically, rather than

grouped by root, and so are easier to find than in BDB. Popular because it is easy to use, but diligent

students will outgrow its resources fairly rapidly.
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23.2.2 Theological Dictionaries

TDOT

Botterweck, G.J., and H. Ringgren 1974 - Theological Dictionary of the OT. Vols. 1 - . Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans.

A translation into English of a massive German work, appearing at the rate of one volume every 2-3 years.
Copious information on etymology, usage, context, discussions of function, related terms, etc.

NIDOTTE van Gemeren, Willem, ed. 1997 The New International Dictionary of OT Theology & Exegesis.

5 vols. Grand Rapids: Zondervan.

Detailed studies of nearly every word (even words occurring only one or two times), essays on theological
topics (e.g., “Theology of Retribution”), and an essay on the theology of every biblical book (e.g., “Theology of
Samuel”). First volume includes essays on exegesis and theology (but not on the language itself).

TWOT

Harris, R.L., G.L. Archer Jr., and B.K. Waltke, eds. 1980 Theological Wordbook of the OT.
2 vols. Chicago: Moody.

A basic tool with brief essays. A handy quick reference with more semantic information than a
lexicon, but much less than either TDOT or NIDOTTE.

23.3 The challenges of Lexicons

If you don’t find what you are looking for in a few minutes, then you are looking in the wrong place,
or have misidentified the form. Skip it and come back later, or ask your teacher (bring the lexicon
for reference). Difficulty often arises from:

1. Confusing letters that look alike (especially 7 and I, ¥ and ®);
2. Confusing letters that sound alike (especially X and V) when you say the word to yourself as
you look for it;
3. Looking for a word that is written defectively (i.e., without a vowel letter) in your passage,
but is listed in its “full” spelling in the lexicon (i.e., with the vowel letter);
4. Looking in the Aramaic section for a Hebrew word (especially words at the end of the
alphabet, since the Aramaic section usually follows the listings for Hebrew);
5. Looking under the wrong “root” (for lexica arranged by “root”).
6. Having the wrong parsing.
23.4 Vocabulary
bone; essence (i.e., the inmost part) ng;} .347 cult center (trad., “high place”) ana 339
; ) PAT
dust, dirt, soil oy 348 redeem, purchase as a kinsman T 840
TT redeemer; redeemer (Q Ptc.) L)R 3
fruit; descendants, offspring - 349 straight, upright; honest (adj.) gy 341
chariot(s); chariot force :;ﬁ .350 put on, clothe (oneself); wear :n';'j .342
who, which, what (with dages forte . "
in the following consonant); = '127& g 351 tongue, language ]TW? .343
pour [out]; shed [blood] ‘:Igw' .352 reject, refuse ONn 344
) : - Bineshi mo5mn
lie, falsehood; deception '1PtL7' .353 kmgfio.m » realm; kingship, . TTYT 345
dominion, royal power /authority — mygbm
[permanent] river; both 7737 &
abomination (something horrific) n;:_ﬁm .354 BT'IJTT_T 71310 refer to Euphrates oM 346
(rarely as 078 71J)
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200 Biblical Hebrew

23.5 Exercises: The Hebrew Bible

1. Fill in the information missing from the following chart (not all biblical books are included):

Hebrew Title | Gloss the Hebrew Title | Latin Title (BHS) | English Title (BHQ) | Page No.
gl ) 1
NPT And he called Leviticus
SR Samuel
Reges
e
Micha
=hliale) Praises 1087
“buin
oY Y Canticum
O
QMY 12T

2. Gloss these clauses, parsing the verbal forms, and using the lexicon where necessary.

Ps 19.10

Ho 8.1; the context suggests that 72Y (cross over/
through) signifies a trespass or transgression; YU
revolt, rebel, transgress

Jr 51.62; ﬁﬁ"{j ’ﬂ5:‘.5 so that there would not be;
'7& used here as '75_.7 ; ﬂ?;?TJYD desolation, devastation

Jos 24.9; 8P he rose (< BP); '75? curse; belittle;
Balak, Zippor, Moab, Balaam, Beor

1 Kgs 2.42; Shimei

Gn 42.4; Benjamin, Joseph, Jacob; ]ﬁD&T{ trouble,
disaster

Lv 1.5; WY slaughter, kill; PWT sprinkle; Aaron;
since this is a set of instructions, the main verb
form (“backbone”) is weqatal (waw+perfect)

Jr 36.4; 'I"?JD scroll (“something rolled up” < ‘?L)J)
Jeremiah, Baruch Neraiah
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Nu 27.1 ... 2; Zelophehad, Moses i ‘355 mThYm L 'TI'TD5B nha mapm

1 Kgs 15.7; Abijam; Jeroboam; Judah o NS MRy WR-SDY AR AT N
mT 2o5nb omen 027 Yooty ovaIns
Y2 P DI P2 AT mRnom

23.6 Enrichment: Using the Lexicon

Lexicons list glosses, not definitions, meanings, or descriptions. They therefore rarely give more or
less information than a mere word-list when it comes to exegesis; their great benefit is the topical or
functional arrangement of the occurrences of the word(s), as well as identifying collocations in which
they occur, such as a particular combination of a verbal root with certain subjects or prepositions.

The glosses suggested for the various stems often assume that, for example, the hifil is the
causative of the gal, or that the function of any stem in which a verb occurs is somehow related to
its function in gal. This is often (but not always) true, and should never be assumed. Since lexica
offer glosses instead of definitions, other tools, such as theological dictionaries and wordbooks,
are often more helpful than a lexicon when determining the range of a word’s function, and where
within that range its use in a given passage lies.

The lexica will suggest this if the listing is exhaustive, by assigning each lemma to either a gloss
or functional category. You will then need to examine the other passages listed under that gloss or
function to be sure that they are related to passage that you are studying.

As an example, consider the verbal root J72, glossed as kneel (Q) or bless (D). Many contempo-
rary translations of the Bible render the piel as “bless” when its object is human, but “praise” when
the object is divine. Ps 103.1, for example, has traditionally been rendered as “Bless the Lorp, O
my soul” (KJV, NAS, ESV), but many contemporary translations read “Praise the Lorp, O my soul”,
apparently to avoid implying that anyone can somehow do something that will benefit YawH.

HALOT suggests that the function of J72 is either to “endue with special power” (with God
as subject), or “declare God to be the source of special power = bless” (with a human subject and
a divine object) (HALOT, 1:160). Discovering the word’s function requires searching the biblical
text, looking for patterns of usage, and, perhaps asking whether or not “bless” (in this case) is still
the best basic gloss for this verbal root, especially given our cultural understanding of the word
“bless”.

A question that often concerns students is how to determine the precise “meaning” of a given word—
why the author chose this word for this point in the text. This question is not always helpful.

The first danger in asking this question is that it assigns greater precision to the biblical authors
than we are willing to accept ourselves. When someone asks us what we meant by a particular word,
we are usually quite willling to list two or three synonyms (based on our internal “thesaurus”),
rather than replying with the kind of definition found in a dictionary. Only when the word is a
so-called technical term, such as might be used within a particular field of study (e.g., “synec-
doche” (poetry), “synthetic compound” (organic chemistry)), might we resort to a dictionary-like
explanation. Their question might also help us realize that we had chosen the “wrong” word for our
hearer(s) (we assumed that they would understand it), or for the occasion (perhaps we used a highly
formal word in an informal setting), or for some other reason.

Since they were human beings, using a human language to communicate with other people, we
can assume that the biblical authors also used words “as they thought”, that is, without necessarily
worrying about whether or not it was the “precise” term. Furthermore, there are many constraints
upon an author’s choice of terms, some of which we can [sometimes] determine, most of which we
cannot. In attempting to discern the significance of a particular choice, therefore, we need to be
aware of these constraints—or at least to realize that the author was constrained—before trying
to assess or assign any special meaning or function to a particular word. What are some of those
constraints?

1. The immediate context is the most obvious constraint. A word must fit its linguistic envi-
ronment, contribute to the function of the overall text, and generally “make sense” to its
hearers or readers. It is in this sense that we may, for example, find ourselves “stuck” for
“just the right word” when writing a letter, paper, or sermon.
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2. A less obvious constraint is that the author must know the word (syntagm, etc.) in order to
use it, and would have known its connotative “load”—socially emotive associations that are
lost to us. This load may privilege or neutralize a particular linguistic expression (lexical
choice, morphosyntactic choice, etc.) for the author and for that context, in light of his
purpose(s) for writing, his own background and his assumptions about his hearers. Further,
since connotation is both personal and contextual, as well as societal, we must be extremely
cautious about extrapolating the author’s motivation by merely studying its occurrences in
Biblical Hebrew. This is far more important than the “root” or “basic” meaning of a word,
which (cf. Lesson 2) is illusory.

None of this is intended to make us despair, but merely to caution us against over-reading the
biblical text, seeking out “hidden treasures” of meaning. The languages in which the Bible was
written were ordinary, working languages, spoken, written, and read by ordinary people. They are
not secret or hidden “codes” which we need to decipher, but stories, poems, and sermons (and gene-
alogies, and ...) written for us to read and enjoy, and to profit from reading them.

Reading the text in Hebrew (or Greek) forces us to slow down, to give more attention to the text
itself, rather than to merely skim over its surface or “reading” it through the lenses of sermons
heard or read, lessons learned, or other interpretations. We cannot rid ourselves of every assump-
tion or prejudgement, but we can force ourselves to read more carefully, paying attention to how
the biblical authors wrote, as well as to what (and why) they wrote it.

Since reading in Hebrew forces us to slow down, we are prone to pay far more attention to specific
linguistic elements of the biblical text than we would ever pay to a book in our own language, such
as an author’s choice of verbal tense. This is a good thing, but it also encourages us to lose sight of
the forest for the trees, which is not helpful.

We need to be sure, therefore, to read the entire story, not merely the individual words that make
up that story; the entire poem, not merely the words and lines of that poem; the entire sermon
(prophecy), not merely its forms and lexical choices, just as we read any other text in a language
that is more familiar to us.
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Lesson 24

OtHER KINDS oF VERBAL Roorts

There are two main types of verbal roots in Biblical Hebrew: those which “have three unchangeable
root consonants” (Jotion-Muraoka 1991, §40c), and which are called “strong”, and those which lack
one or more of their radicals in some forms, and may be called “weak” or “variable”.’® Up to this point
we have studied only the forms of verbs with strong roots, but we now turn to the other types.
Although it is tempting to think in terms of “regular” and “irregular” verbs, Hebrew verbs are more
or less regular. Even the types of roots to which we now turn are fairly consistent. There are five
main types of variable verbs in Biblical Hebrew, named according to the position of the weak letter,
using either Roman numerals or the letters of the traditional paradigm verb S5up (“do, make”).

24.1 The Types & Effect of Root Weakness

Lexical The Nature of the Variation
Name Form (effect of the weakness)
I 503 Initial 3 assimilates to (and doubles) the second radical of the
Initial 1"B fall verbal root whenever the first radical is followed by silent sewa.
Weak IRVA e Initial Y either disappears or becomes a vowel letter whenever the
hlal- sit, settle first radical is followed by silent Sewa (and in a few other forms).
Middle LA - Lacking a second radical (thus “hollow”), these roots differ from
Weak 3 /: "y L the basic verb in all forms except the D-stems (where they are
(Hollow) sing rare). Unlike other verbs, their lexical form is Q NC.
'y 2230 The second and third radicals are the same (“geminate” means
geminate surround “twinned”);they are weak in most forms except the D-stems.
Final
Weak L - The final 7 of the lexical form is a vowel letter, replacing an

'T”5 build original ¥, which is still present before verbal (PGN) endings; the
! ut most consistent weak verbs.

The nature and location of the different weaknesses means that not all forms of a weak verb are, in

fact, weak (i.e., some forms look just like the forms of 5%im). This chart shows how each type relates
to the strong verb.

Weakness Qal Nifal D-stems H-stems
I Weak in imperfect, Weak in perfect & Strong in all
IR preterite imperative, participle forms W.eak
infinitive construct Hlll
I/ Replaced by polel, 2

Weak in nearly all forms forms

Geminate polal, hitpolel

1II-1  Weak in preterite, jussive, infinitive construct, & all forms with PGN endings

160. English distinguishes strong from weak verbs by the form of their past tense. Verbs which add
“-ed” to form the past are called “strong”, since the form of the verbal root does not change (“look”, “looked”),
whereas verbs that indicate the past by changing a vowel (“run”, “ran”), or all or part of their form (“go”,
“went”; “teach”, “taught”; “be”, “are”) are “weak”.
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Any verbal form with only two root consonants has a weak root, which you can discover by elimi-
nation or by knowing vocabulary. For example, the form 2% must be from one of the following
roots: 23, §27, 23, 713, "3, §22. Checking the lexicon shows that only two of these roots occur
in Biblical Hebrew: 1122, “weep, cry” (c. 100x) and 713, “be confused” (3x). Context should let you
choose the correct root.

24.1.1 Consistency among Verbal Forms

Each verbal stem is fairly consistent, using, for example, the same prefix vowel for each type of
weakness. In addition, the III-77 verbs (for example) are weak in many forms, but their weakness
is consistent across all stems and conjugations, and—this is especially important—their weakness
does not affect any of the diagnostics that we learned for the basic verb, which means that they are
fairly easy to recognize.

It is tempting to see the strong and weak forms as vastly different, but they are in fact quite

closely tied to the forms of the strong verb (more strongly than, e.g., “be”, “was”, “are”, and “am”, or
even PAiénw and eldov).

1. The subject [PGN] affixes are the same in all verbal forms (e.g., 13- is always 1cp perfect,
whether the stem is strong or weak).

2. The weaknesses of these verbal roots are only morphological—they only affect the shape of
the verbal form. They do not affect the function or syntax of the stems or conjugations (i.e.,
the preterite delineates the narrative backbone, and the Aifil is generally transitive [occurs
with an object]).

24.2 III-71 Verbs

The final 71- of the lexical form of these verbal roots is a vowel letter, not a consonant. These verbs
originally ended in %, which thus “replaces” the final - before consonantal PGN endings and in
Q passive participle. This weakness does not affect anything in front of the second radical of the
verbal root, which means that their stem diagnostics are identical to those of the basic verb. These
roots are also called 11" and “final 11”.

N.B.: Verbal roots ending in i1- (77 with mappiq) are not weak, but I1I-guttural (above); mappiq
shows that the final 17 is a consonant, not a vowel letter (e.g., 722, “be high”; 723, “shine/be
bright”).

24.2.1 Form

1. If there is no PGN ending
a) All forms except jussive, preterite, and infinitive construct end in 7. Each conjugation has
a specific vowel before the final i1, regardless of the stem (on J, Pr, and NC, see below).

Ending Conjugation Example Parsing Where this Ending Occurs
1 - perfect M2 3ms QP 3ms P only
M- imperfect 70 3msQF les F, 2ms F, 3m/fs F,
' T lep F only all stems
participle 11321 ms HPte ms Ptc only
= imperative M2 msQV 2ms V only
infinitive
absolute maan HNA H & Hp NA H & Hp only
: infinitive . all stems
T - absolute maznn DENA NA only except H & Hp
: infinitive : NC
- construct m2 QNC f.p. Ptc all stems

PUTNAM Book.indb 204 7/9/10 2:51:08 PM



PUTNAM Book.indb 205

161.

II1.24. Other Kinds of Verbal Roots 205

b) In the jussive and preterite of all stems, the final 7 drops off forms without a PGN
ending, and a “helping” vowel—usually segol—is added between the first and second
radicals of the root.

Perfect Imperfect Jussive Preterite

Q 3ms m2 M 2 121 and he built
lcp 1]"?% TTBJJ ‘71] L)JJ] and we revealed

N 3ms ahab R [(R27] N7 and he appeared

D 3ms ms ms? 18 18 and he commanded
Dp 3ms ms s 18 N and he was commanded
Dt 3ms (o207l nozm’ [e2n7] oomm and he hid [himself]

H 3ms .‘IEKD.‘I ﬂPWj P{Uj P!@jj] and he poured out
Hp 3ms I'Il?tm:[ [I'IEQ]:] [PW:] [Pt@?:]] and it was poured out

¢) Inthe gal passive (Qp) participle the final radical is * instead of :

M3 built

ms Qp Ptc
‘1"7;1 revealed

If there is a PGN ending:
a) Vocalic PGN endings are added directly to the second radical of the root. This occurs
with 1- and * -, but not with the 3fs perfect ending (7_-; #3 below):

N2y They will build 3mpQF

“an  You (fs) will build  2fs QF
W2 Build! 2fs Q V
NLB Command! mpDV

b) With consonantal endings ° replaces the 17 of the lexical form,!%! and comes between the
verbal root and the ending. It is preceded by Aireq or sere (in P), or segol (F, V).

™ T built lesQP
MpPUn You (ms) watered 2ms HP
mMan You/they (fp) will build - 2/3fp QF

In 3fs P (all stems), M- is added to the second radical of the root:

2 She built 3fsQP
nnan She was caused to build  3fs Hp P
DT She caused to turn 3fsHP

The infinitive construct in all stems is formed by replacing the final 17 with P3- :

M2 tobuild QNC
Man to be built N NC
P21 focause to build  HNC

As mentioned above, *- was the original final letter of the III-I7 verbs.
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5. The cohortative and imperfect look alike (i.e., cohortative 17 is not used), so that it can only
be detected from the context.

373 Let us build! lep Q Cor
e We shall build 1cpQF
6. III- 71 roots which are also I-Y (MY, My, 15Y) have hatef-patah under the ¥ and patah as
prefix vowel in both Q and H. When this is combined with the loss of the final /7 in the pret-
erite (#1b, above), some forms of qal and hifil look exactly alike, and can be distinguished
only from the context. Many of these verbs are intransitive in qal (e.g., HBIJ), and so will not
have a direct object (He went up), but will have one in H (He took [X] up).

onYy  You (mp) made 2mp Q P
1'7:]11 You (mp) go up /ascend or 2mp Q F or
o You (mp) take [cause to golup  2mp HF

[requires an object]
Sysy  He went up (Q) or 3ms Q Pror
"~ Helcaused to go] took up (H) 3ms H Pr
[requires an object]
My  Answer [ms]! 2ms QV

24.3 The Verb 111 (Review)

The verb 1°7 (introduced in §15.2) is the most common verb in the Bible (more than 3500x), Its
forms are rather unusual due to its final - and medial -*-. Since it is a III-7 root, it follows the
patterns described above, but whenever the yod ends a verbal form (in, e.g., 1cs, 2ms, 3ms, and 3fs
preterite), it becomes a vowel letter and the form ends in long hireq (° -).

24.3.1 Common Forms of 717 (all gal)'®?

Now he /it was
A=Y LT
P les i Twas Pr 3ms i Then there was a/some ...
3cp o They were 3mp MM They were
F 3ms Y He shall be J 3ms 1" Let/May he/it be/happen
9
3mp " They shall be NC 21,: to be/lby] being

24.3.2 Function of 7°1 (c¢f. §15.2.2)

Although °77 is often glossed “be” or “become”, its most common function in biblical narrative is
to introduce a change of setting or circumstance—a shift of scene or focus—in a biblical narrative.
The form most commonly used for this function is 3ms gal preterite (°1*1), which functions as a
discourse-level particle except when followed by a nominal subject.? In Ruth 1.1, for example, the
first 71 is introductory and thus not represented in the translation, but the second is followed by
a subject (2V7), and therefore is predicate (and glossed in English). The circumstantial clause is
formed with NC, as is frequent in Biblical Hebrew:

1" [signals past reference]
mputaiapy )2l ‘?;"3 In the days when the judges were judging,
YOR2 27 171 there was a famine in the land [*71°] has a subject],
U 15“] and [so] a man went ... (Ru 1.1)

162. 17 also occurs in nifal. For a complete paradigm of the III-7T verb, see Appendix D.
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The circumstantial element can also be a nominal prepositional phrase, usually with a word of time

or place:

]ﬁD; mmThe2 i mm

This lists all III-7 verbal roots that occur fifty times or more in Biblical Hebrew, in order of

II1.24. Other Kinds of Verbal Roots

™
QT ATN2

24.4 Frequency

descending frequency.

[signals future referencel]
at the end of the days

the mountain of Yawn’s house [temple] will be
established (Mi 4.1)
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inbiai c. 3500x hbiai camp, encamp 143x
pmlveps] do, make, act 2573x bl turn (aside) 134x
FINS see 1294x hislol weep 114x
a5y go up, ascend 879x Y throw (D); thank, praise (H)  115x
M9 hit, wound, defeat 504x M) fornicate 95x
my command (D) 494x mimlni be(come) angry, hot 94x
ma build 373x In my be humbled, humiliated (Q) 79x
(D My answer 314x nljw water, give to drink (H) 79x
mblai live 281x abm be(come) weak, sick 77x
2. increase, multiply 226x mp acquire, get, buy 78x
a5 cease, finish, end 204x mr see 72x
S stretch out, turn 215x imi= buy, ransom 56x
Yy drink 217x AR agree, accept 54x
=53 reveal, uncover 187x | (IID) 117" teach, instruct (H) 54x
(DY feed, graze, tend 171x Y be pleased with, like 50x
0D cover, conceal (D) 157x haiial wander (lost) 50x
24.5 Concepts
circumstantial strong verb weak verb
24.6 Vocabulary

answer, reply; respond » my .363 | build m2 .355

be humbled, afflicted, uncover, reveal (1) =b3
he ‘l‘)’l” ¢ l.‘”;f(g)e (ID My 364 'F5 356

umble, afflic go into captivitylexile (VII) ﬂ?JT
do, make; act mp:T] .365 | live, be/stay alive M 357

cease, finish, end, complete

command, order (D) ms .366 (often with inf. const.) n'?; .358
see N7 .367 | cover, conceal (D) 20> .359
increase, multiply mad .368 | stretch out; turn o) 360
feed, graze, tend; herd o .369 | hit, wound, defeat (H) o) 361
drink TTD@ .370 | go up, ascend =by  .362

TT
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24.7 Exercises

After you have studied the III-77 verb, gloss these sentences, parsing all verbal forms.
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Is 40.5; M together mm T9az 1%

92T MM e D M 1(272"73 IR
Jr 35.17; these are parallel poetic lines, each ungtu x'jj D'I"?& ﬂnﬁ;‘y
consisting of two clauses joined by -1 MY &51 D'T'? RPN
Jonah 1.10; the conjunction 2 has two different D’WSTJ DRT- 1’5& 1'1?3&3‘1
functions DU WD

ma x| oM *:a‘m o)

Ps 30.11 [EV 30.10]; "3 = 1cs suffix; 1M be gracious, am 'H'!’ SJDW
show favour; there are three imperatives in this v.; w'j Y- o
both occurrences of 117" are vocative

2 Ch 19.6 DY ORI N

Gn 13.1; Egypt; Abram, Lot; Negev INWRY RIT D8RR D7IN ‘::m

1237 By m‘:w g RS2

Gn 1.3-4a; the.athnah (the accent under the first 11}:'!1*1 'nx " D"T'?& ﬁrgxﬂj
occurrence of 7R means “pause here”; see §27.3) 29D 71&7 Y D"TB& N7
Gn 1.9; MP be gathered (N) D‘TJW'T nopn owmn "Rt D’W'?& 7?3&’1

327 "NDZ’W RN NN DW??J l?N
Gn 2.18; 'l;(? only, alone, here with 3ms suffix ﬁ;(? SRbIN m‘g 2985
Gn 2.24 N LR M
Gn 8.20; Noah M nam A
Gn 20.12 ERY “5mIm
Ex 33.18 ") = lcs suffix] TSN KD INTT RN
Ex 32.4; ORD" is vocative; Egypt ORIy TION TOR TIRN

s poNn ouT N
Dt 9.9 ooy NS oy nbox &b o

1 Sa 4.9; 0NYUHD is vocative; Philistines, Hebrews 2R 12 oRwhe oWIRD ™M Pman
o™au5
BRETON DD BT B2 172D UK

1 Sa 26.23; 12N be willing ST URa YT mowS mran N5
Ne 9.18; TSR] contempt, blasphemy; Egypt DUISHR FOUT WK IO M OTImRN

m"m MISRY PN

Lv 18.8; MY nakedness [The “nakedness” NI AR PD I'I'?;ﬂ N ?{*:ts'nrux Ay
commandments occur in Lv 18.6-19.]

.10

11

12

13

14

.15

.16

17

.18

.19

.20
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24.8 Enrichment: Narrative Aperture

Circumstantial clauses or phrases, as discussed above, often signal narrative onset (or “aperture”),
and thus can signal the author’s organization of the story (cf. the examples under in §24.3.2). The
significance of this is that we need to beware the tendency to rearrange a text in order to suit our
own purposes (i.e., the temptation to use the text merely to make our point). To take the first point
of a sermon or exposition from the middle of the story (or poem), the second point from the begin-
ning, and our final point from near the end is merely a way of announcing to others that we would
have written the passage differently. It is, in other words, to subordinate our own interests to the
interests and concerns of its author.

Our message—which purports to re-present the text to our readers or hearers—must serve the
text; the text does not exist to serve our sermon.

Noting narrative aperture is one means of being sure that we are paying attention to the authors’
arrangement of the material, and that we are attempting to follow their lead rather than to replace
it with our own. Since every aperture also means that the previous section has closed, identifying
apertures enables us to note the “breaks” in the story that correspond to the paragraphs, etec. of
stories in English. Since the chapter breaks in our modern Bibles were not original, we need to be
careful not to assume their priority in the organization of the story, even though they may indicate
a “shift” of perspective within a larger, more general topic (cf. §26.8).

Semantic markers of aperture are mainly words that signal a change of some type—especially
shifts in time (chronology), place (location), and participants (characters). By the same token, conti-
nuity of characters across chapter breaks suggests that the break is ill-placed. In Gn 18 (see §26.7)
and 44, for example, the main character in the first unit of the chapter is not identified by name,
implying in each case that he is the same person identified as the subject of the preceding clause(s).
This in turn implies that the stories now separated by the chapter break are a single story that
should be read and studied as a whole.
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Lesson 25

“PRE-READING” BIBLICAL NARRATIVE

This lesson outlines six steps that will help you find your way through a biblical story by
“pre-reading” it in order to prepare to read [translate]. The first four steps—marking preterites,
wayhi, Masoretic accents, and clause-initial particles—are purely mechanical, and can be done after
only a few weeks’ study; the last two—quotation formulae and disjunctive clauses (especially)—
strengthen our interpretation. This process will prepare you to read, study, and understand biblical
stories but without, of course, guaranteeing a valid reading or interpretation. Nor can these the
process of itself (i.e., merely by applying it) yield an expository outline. Used carefully, however,
it should both help you avoid misinterpreting the story and suggest how the passage might be well
interpreted and explained.

25.1 Preterites

Preterites (also called “imperfect + waw-consecutive” or wayyiqtol) form the “backbone” of biblical
narratives, and tie them together, much as sticking to the past tense in English tells the reader
or hearer “what happened then” or “next”. Locate and mark the preterites in the narrative by
circling, highlighting, underlining, etc. This does at least three things:

1. Syntax. Since a preterite always “opens” (comes first in) its clause, marking the preter-
ites indicates where many, or even all, of the main narrative clauses begin. Each preterite
clause should be read as a syntactical unit—do not move words “across” a preterite (e.g., we
should not read 2728 Abram, the last word in Gn 12.7a, as part of the following preterite
clause).1®3

Since the subject is often the second word in the preterite clause, marking the preterites
also suggests where the subject of each clause can be found (this is far more of a tendency
than a “rule”).

2. Flow & Pace. Preterites outline the story by their spacing and content (lexical function). If
the preterites occur in clusters, with relatively larger stretches of material between clus-
ters, there will probably be a great deal of direct quotation, or a large amount of descriptive
material (background), introducing or supporting the chain of events (e.g., 1 Sam 3.1-3).
They may also be spaced relatively evenly throughout the narrative.

3. Content. The content (semantic load) of the preterites also suggests the nature of the story.
For example, in Gn 12.1-9, the preterite that opens the discourse (M1X) introduces three
verses of direct quotation (12.1-3), which is followed by a stretch of six preterites (4-6), five
of which are verbs of motion or travel. The next two preterites (7a) introduce another, very
brief, divine speech (7b), followed by six more preterites, two of which describe the act of
building (7¢, 8b), and two of which are again verbs of motion (8a, 9a). Simply noting this
suggests that the narrative contained in these verses centers on a person or persons moving
from one place to another. Reading the story, therefore, you expect to find information
about this type of activity (see Table I, below).

163. This does not address whether a particular translation might need or choose to place “Abram” in the
following clause.
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Preterites in Gn 12.1-9
Gloss Next Form Preterite V.

‘and YHWH said o R 1

and Abram went e -lﬁn] 4a

and he went with him plg] -15-] 4b

and Abram took o7an mpM 5a

and they left to go nobb Wy 5b

and they entered the land ngjg_g qxﬁs] 5c¢
and Abram crossed / passed D% ;}_{ 1‘3;7;] 6

and YHWH appeared ﬁj.n\ Rﬁﬁ] 7a

and he said to your seed ‘Iyﬁt‘) 1@;@] b

and he built there Drg’ Pn] 7c

and he moved on from there D@D PRV 8a

and he pitched his tent ,-f‘pnx v 8b

and he built there ;:r;] 12m 8c

and he called on the name Dw: NN 8d
and Abram set out mjglety vo 9

Words in italics represent the verbal predicate;
regular type glosses the word after the preterite.

If, on the other hand, most or all of the preterites are verbs of speaking (e.g., Gn 17), you know
that the “story” largely records a conversation, which in Scripture will tend to be one person telling
another what to do (instruction, exhortation) or what he or she [the speaker] will do (prophecy,
promise). In fact, in Gn 12.1-3, this is what we find. God tells Abram what to do (1), and then makes
certain promises to him (2-3). This leads directly to a second aspect of narrative.

Identifying the preterites in a narrative reveals the beginning of the main narrative clausees,
divides the narrative into smaller, more manageable pieces, outlines the flow of the story, suggests
its pacing, and reveals some of its content.

25.2 wayhi-Clauses

A special preterite is "1 (3ms Q Pr of 17), which has two primary syntagmatic functions, each of
which is related to its function within the larger discourse.

1. Circumstantial. When wayhi is followed by a temporal expression—either a nominal
phrase or a verbal clause (e.g., RI1 D92 7" preposition + infinitive construct)—its
clause is circumstantial. These usually indicate a change in the temporal or locative setting
(cf. Gropp 1995, 202).

2. Predicate. When a subject follows wayhi, the clause introduces a person or object, or
describes a change in the larger setting or circumstances of the story.

Taking the next passage in Genesis as an example, the form wayhi occurs four times in Gn 12.10-16
(Table II). The first (10) and fourth (16b) have subjects and are therefore predicate, introducing
changes in the narrative situation; the second (11) and third (14) are circumstantial, introducing
[events at] stages in Abram’s journey to Egypt.
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WAYHI in Gn 12.10-16

Narrative Shift Gloss wayhi Clause Gn

A change in situation, implying that There was a famine in the TIN2 27 M 12.10
the famine began after Abram wasis  land crtooTT

in the land (background information

for what follows)

The second “stage” of Abram’s journey When he was about to futelmhital N2> 2P M 12.11
to Egypt (cf. v. 10b) enter Egypt, ... T ! ' '
The conclusion of Abram’s journey to When Abram entered TN O0aR RiaD o 1214
Egypt Egypt’ . T IT @ T H H
A change in Abram’s circumstance He had flocks and herds, ﬁpm']xg 35 s 1216

because of Sarai

The beginning of 12.10 implies that when Abram had arrived and received the promise of God there
was no famine; the clause in 12.16 implies that he now had [much?] more than before Pharaoh took
Sarai.

When wayhi is predicate (as defined above), it is morphologically bound to (or cohesive with) the
main storyline since it is a preterite, which suggests that wayhi clauses raise the description of a
state or condition to the status of the narrative backbone, even though they do not narrate a sequen-
tial or consequential event (e.g., Gn 12.10).164

This function is analogous to that of a preterite of a non-dynamic stative verb. For example,
“Abram was very wealthy”, describes a general state or condition, while “Abram became [or had
become] very wealthy”, describes either the beginning of his wealth (“became”) or his prior arrival at
a state of wealth (“had become”). There is thus the possibility that predicate wayhi clauses may be
inceptive, as in the traditional translation of the prophetic formula: "nR™12 n;ﬁ*‘ag mmTI2T M,
“YawHr’s word came to Jonah ...” [Jon 1.1]); Gn 12.10 would then signal “A famine came upon the
land”.

In fact, since both types of wayhi clauses can signal a change in setting or circumstance (e.g.,
Gn 12.10), they reveal some of the discontinuities in the story that mark what can be called narrative
“seams” or “boundaries”, or the onset of the story’s narrative “chunks”.

Although we need to check our impressions of the function of wayhi against the relationship
between the content of the wayhi clause and the rest of the discourse (especially the preceding
clauses), this helps us look beyond the individual form to its literary cotext, and thus to avoid
merely “literal” renderings such as “and it happened/came to pass”.

25.3 Rabbinic Accents

The Masoretic accents were inserted into the text c. 500-900 CE to help readers pronounce and
understand what they read;'®> each is associated with a brief melody that tells the cantor how to
chant the text during services. Most of them indicate the accented (“tone”) syllable, but they also
signal each word’s relationship to the following word.%¢ There are two types of accents, disjunc-
tive'*” and conjunctive.!6®

164. The exception to this “rule of non-narration” is when *11"1 (and other forms of ~Aayah) are followed by
a -9 in order to show a change in the subject’s status; the combination is generally rendered by a form of the
verb “become”.

165. There are two accentual systems, one used in Psalms, Job, and Proverbs, the other in the rest of the
Hebrew Bible.

166. Accents thus testify to a now-codified rabbinic reading of the verse; like the paragraphing and punc-
tuation of a modern English version, they are part of the history of biblical interpretation, not part of the text
per se.

167. The rabbis called these melakhim (“kings”); Christian grammarians called them domini (“lords”).

168. The rabbis called these meshartim (“servants”); Christian grammarians called them servi (“servants”).
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A disjunctive accent means “Pause after this word”, that is, separate this word from the next
one. The pause may be large or small, depending on the relative strength of the accent. The
accent’s function applies only to the individual word that it marks. These six disjunctive accents
are numbered according to the Tabula Accentum (included in BHS) according to their approximate
“weight” or “strength” (there is little difference between #5 and #6).1%°

Major Disjunctive Accents

1. sillaqg ']L)z; marks the last word in the verse; it is followed by the two “diamonds” called
o sof pasuq (“end of verse/pasuq”)

2. ‘atnach 'l'm divides the verse into two major sections (often called “halves”, but logical
"™ halves, not in number of words); there is only one ‘atnach per verse!™

3. s‘golta '[573 the primary divider of the first “half” of the verse (as indicated by ‘atnach);
o written after its word (i.e., “postpositive”), and so does not mark the accented

syllable

5. zaqef parva T’jm divides either “half” or both “halves” of the verse!™

6. zaqef magna ']’7?3 essentially a variant of #5

7. rbia’ 75?3 resembles holem, but higher, larger, and diamond-shaped

8. tifka ‘['7?3 regularly precedes words with ‘atnach (#2) and sillug (#1), i.e., before the

major divisions of the verse!™

The Masoretes used these accents to create divisions that were semantic, syntactical, or (often)
both, much like English (European) punctuation. Furthermore, these disjunctive accents often
precede preterites (and other clauses), reinforcing the first step (above). Just as preterites mark
the ebb and flow of the story’s events, the major disjunctive accents suggest smaller units of textual
organization that also help us “think our way through” the narrative.

We can read “between” the disjunctive accents (much like reading “between” preterites), since
the material (words) between disjunctive accents functions as a unit. Although the accents are not
original, and occasional accentual interpretations may even be questionable (e.g., 1 Sam 3.3b), they
are quite venerable, and often help us read the text; at the very least, they are an important witness
to the history of interpretation.

You will soon notice a certain amount of coordination and overlap between these two systems—
preterites are normally preceded by disjunctive accents.

When pre-reading, putting a vertical line after words marked with one of these accents visibly
divides the text into “meaningful” or “functional” clusters of words. The major disjunctive accents
divide 1 Kings 1.1 into five ”pieces”; the last word is not separate, but part of the verbal clause,
despite tifka.

1 Kings 1.1

PE Rk ‘I‘;mm Now King David was old, zaqgef
D2 N2 advanced in days, ‘atnach
D":'TJB.?. K{n_o;;] and they covered him with garments, zaqef
:{'?. om x'jj but he was not warm. tifka — silluq

169. This table does not include silluq (#1), which tends to coincide with sof pasuq at the end of (nearly)
every verse, or with the relatively rare accent Salselet (#4).

170. It may be missing from short verses (e.g., Gn 18.1; Nu 27.5, 6; 28.1; Jon 1.1), or even longer ones
(e.g., Dt 6.22).

171. Zagef can occur more than once in either “half” of the verse.

172, Tifka can precede a short word cluster in which the last word has ‘atnach or sillug, and so can break
up a “longer” string of words that might begin with, e.g., a word following zaqef and end with silluq. In Jon 1.6,
tifka occurs before the last two words, which are a preterite clause.
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The conjunctive accents, on the other hand, mean “Don’t pause after this word”, that is, link
this word to the next one—they belong together. The strength of the link depends on the relative
strength of the accent. The most important conjunctive accent (and the only one that this pre-
reading exercise uses) is munach (‘['7?3) Munach can occur several times in a verse, and even under
consecutive words, linking, for example, words in a construct chain. When munach occurs under a
word that is also marked with a disjunctive accent, the disjunctive accent takes priority (cf. n*r_:;up'j
in 1 Kgs 1.3). Noticing and marking munach keeps together words that belong together.

N.B.: Not every accent occurs in every verse (e.g., Gn 18.1 lacks ’atnach; many verses lack
zagef, rebia’); munach is often lacking.

25.4 Clause-Initial Particles

Another step of this pre-reading process is to mark any “clause-leading” or “clause-initial” particles.
These function words usually begin or “introduce” their clause.!” Having a basic idea of the func-
tion of these words, we can strengthen our expectations about the story by noting the relationships
that these particles signal between clauses and larger chunks of the narrative.

Clause-Initial Particles

WX which, who, that introduces relative clause that usually refers to the preceding word

introduces volitional conclusions

- 174
e therefore (i.e., calls for action/response: imperative, cohortative, jussive)

ij; as, just as introduces comparison
o thus, so introduces clause of manner
that introduces content of indirect quotation
D because, for introduces reason for, cause of
when [if introduces conditions (e.g., laws)

];__7:_3‘; in order that, so that  introduces purpose or result (goal)

p";;_] therefore introduces logical conclusion (never calls for action/response)

25.5 Quotation Formulae

The narrative burden of many stories is carried by direct quotations, which are often introduced by
preterites that someone said, spoke, commanded, etc.

Direct quotations are normally introduced by a verb of speaking (MR, 927, 5&(27, etc.) that is often
followed by the subject and addressee (introduced by the preposition 5). The syntagm (e.g., “YHWH said
to Abram”) helps us locate the beginning (aperture) of the quotation; if the form '1'?3&5 occurs, the next
word almost always begins the quotation. The end of a speech is not as easily recognized, since other
clauses may come between the end of the quotation and the next preterite. For now, merely noting the
quotation formulae will alert you to the presence of speeches in the passage.

Many quotation formulae are preterites, but they also occur in other types of clauses (e.g.,

Gn 12.12a 171X, and they will say, is a quote within a quote—it falls within Abram’s speech), Wthh
means that it is not enough merely to check the marked preterites for verbs of speaking; other
clauses must also be examined.

173. Contrast the conjunction waw, which functions at all syntagmatic levels, from phrase to discourse.

174. Without the prefixed waw-, TRY; refers to the present: “now”. W*atta clauses are disjunctive (see
below) by definition (w+non-verb), and mark the transition from argument to conclusion (and action or
decision).
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When a character instructs or directs another to do something, the narrator often says merely that
“and he did so” (2 WY1 (Jg 6.20; 1 Kg 20.25; Est 2.4; Is 20.2)) or “so they did what Moses [Josuhal]
had commanded”, without describing their actions or repeating the instructions. This means that
although the preterites of quotation formulae may carry the narrative flow of the story, the content
of the quotations often provides much of its substance. Key to pre-reading a narrative is therefore
identifying the quotations.

Quotation formulae also serve another purpose: when repeated within a unified speech (i.e., a
speech made by one person), they do not so much re-introduce the speaker (as though the author
expects the reader to have forgotten who was speaking), but signal topical shifts within the speech.
Here are three examples from Genesis.

Throughout the creation account (Gn 1.3-26), each occurrence of the quotation formula 1R
signals the next divine creative activity. There was no one else to speak, so we must ask why the
verb and its subject (D’ﬁ")!ﬁ I1R™M) are repeated. Typically in Biblical Hebrew, the repeated quota-
tion formulae break up and “outline” extended speeches; here, divine speech initiates each creative
act.!” These three examples demonstrate this function of quotation formulae.

1. At the end of that chapter, two quotation formulae divide, or “outline”, the divine speech to
the newly created man and woman topically (Gn 1.28-30):

Topic Gloss Quotation Formula Gn

The blessing of abundance &  God blessed them ... and

dominion God said to them,“... DTT'? R L q03N 3.28

The provision of food And God said,”... D‘ﬂ%& SRR 3.29

2. In Gn 9.1-17, the author uses quotation formulae to organize a long divine speech:

Topic Gloss Quotation Formula Gn
And God blessed Noah and his N D‘HBN E =
sons and said to them, “... DUL? '7{3&:’] 1’;;'6&1 9.1
Divine covenant with all life i,’;(i g?glsgiii t[zg?gg](% s ml.-"g DH”BN ﬁ@xﬁj 9.8
> e RS PR 1M20R)
The sign of the covenant And God said, ... D’TT%N ﬁr_gx%] 9.12
Reiteration: sign & scope And God said to Noah, “... nj‘%g_: D"T‘TBK AR 9.17

of covt.

3. Genesis 17 illustrates both points about quotation formulae, including the difference
between an extended speech and conversation. The announcement of the covenantal sign of
circumcision (Gn 17.3b-17) is divided into three sections by further quotative frames:

New Topic Gloss Quotation Formula Gn

And God spoke with

Yuwn’s role in the covenant . . « » RS oON PR (29 17.3b
him [saying], ... : S ST

Abraham’s responsibility under And God said to

the covenant (circumcision) Abraham, “...” DU:D&_&'L)K Dm‘xﬁ j@w] 17.9

Sarah’s role in the covenantal  And God said to

: « DmanoR oooR TRt 17.15
promise Abraham, “... T SR s

175. More precisely, as is often pointed out, the divine speech is the creative act; this theological issue is
separate from its function within the structure of the narrative.
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II1.25. “Pre-reading” Biblical Narrative 217

This is followed by three preterites that describe Abraham’s response (He fell ... he laughed ...
he said to himself ... [17.17]),'76 after which two further quotation formulae introduce the next part
the conversation between Abraham and YHwH:

Topic Gloss Quotation Formula Ref.
Abraham asks about Ishmael And Abraham said to God, “... D*,‘_‘fﬁgn"jg DIaNR Ry 17.18
God reassures him about Ishmael And God said, “... D‘ﬁ'??ﬁ ORANY 1719

Noting quotational formulae should fill some of the visual “gaps” in the preterite chain. Just
as the preterite chain suggests the pace of the story, quotation plays a role in pacing by slowing a
narrative.”” While we read a quotation, no other events are being narrated, which stops the flow of
events—the only “event” is the words of the quotation.

If a passage consists largely of quotation (as in, e.g., Gn 1.3-26; 9.1-17; 17.3b-21), not much
“happens”, even if the passage is fairly lengthy, although, to be fair (and to invoke a false dichotomy),
what is said (the content of the quotations) often overshadows that something is being said (the
narrated event).

25.6 Disjunctive Clauses

Another key to reading a biblical narrative is the location and content of disjunctive clauses. A
clause consists of a topic (the subject) and a comment about that topic (the predicate).!™ A sentence
always consists of at least one clause, but a single clause can also be a sentence. In Biblical Hebrew,
topics and comments can belong to several “classes” of words, and nearly anything that can be a
topic can also be a comment (nearly all of these combinations occur; this chart does not imply that
any are more frequent or prominent than others):

“Word-classes” in Clauses

Topic (word-classes)

Comment (word-classes)

noun (generic) N"2] | noun (generic) ']L)?J
noun (proper) 072X | noun (proper) mhin]
pronoun (independent) ,:mg_z participle (predicate) ﬁ@é
pronoun (suffixed to NC) "[n:':p'? participle (substantive) ansn
pronoun (subject PGN affix) 10203 adjective (predicate) boay
participle (substantive) ansn adjective (substantive) D"‘?ﬁ'[;m
adjective (substantive) D*";ﬁ'\'q;j infinitive construct n:"j
infinitive construct nﬁn‘j% prepositional phrase (usually locative) n*;;

finite verb (perfect, imperfect, 3?@7

preterite, imperative) ‘['7

Clauses often have other elements that relate primarily to the entire clause—to the relationship
between the topic and comment, rather than specifically to one or the other. For example, a prepo-
sitional phrase that tells us where something occurred may also tell us where the subject/topic was
when it happened. Such a phrase relates to the entire predication, not just to one of its elements.

176. This rapid succession of preterites—which is quite unlike the surrounding narrative—suggests that
the author saw these actions as some sort of narrative “peak” or “climax”.

177. In a movie, for example, dialogue often controls pace. Unlike a movie (in which we can both listen to
and watch a speaker or listener), text can only mention one thing at a time.

178. The term “comment” seeks to avoid the confusion caused by “predicate”, which connotes “verb” to
many readers (verbs are only one of a number of potential grammatical forms that can function as a comment
in Biblical Hebrew).
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Disjunctive clauses begin with the conjunction waw + a non-verb (i.e., anything except a
finite verbal form). Backgrounded actions, activities, setting, and irrealis (i.e., what didn’t happen)
tend to occur in disjunctive clauses, but it is not primarily the verbal conjugation that determines
the relative status or function of a clause. Instead, a disjunctive clause signals the reader that
it (the clause) is not on the narrative “backbone”, or the preterite “story-line”. After noting this,
we can address the separate question of what the clause suggests about its status relative to the
storyline. Disjunctive clauses have two primary functions:

1. They describe an activity or state that parallels that described in the previous clause. The
syntax of the disjunctive clause often reverses or inverts the syntax of the clause that it
parallels. After Naomi’s second statement urging Orpah and Ruth to return to Moab, the
contrasting responses of her daughters-in-law are described in a preterite clause (“and
Orpah kissed ...”) and a disjunctive clause (“but Ruth clung ...”):

nnﬁmj‘; ey pum and-she-kissed Orpah her-mother-in-law,
72 P37 MM but-Ruth she-clung to-her. (Ru 1.14b; cf. 1 Sam 1.2b)

On the other hand, the wives of Abram and Nahor are introduced in parallel clauses with no
implied contrast, the first is asyndetic, and the second disjunctive (Gn 11.29b):

0 028NN oY The-name-of the-wife-of Abram [was] Sarai,
HD'??_J SIMITNWR oWy and-the-name-of the-wife-of Nahor [was] Milkah.

2. Disjunctive clauses also present parenthetic information, which tends to be either flashback
(information about earlier events), setting, or other information that the reader will need in
order to understand events upcoming in the narrative. For example, the Canaanite presence
in the land, noted in a disjunctive clause (Gn 12.6) creates narrative tension with Abram’s
preceding call (Gn 12.1) and Yuwn’s following promise (Gn 12.7):

OR2 TR IMISM Now-the-Canaanite [was] then in-the-land.

This information is expanded in a later disjunctive clause that helps the reader understand why
Abram and Lot could not stay together (Gn 13.7b):

WIN2 W TR BN WIS Now-the-Canaanite and-the-Perizzite then lived in-the-land.

Genesis 12 contains four disjunctive clauses. They identify Abram’s age, which becomes increas-
ingy important in his ongoing search for an heir (Gn 12.4b); the potential tension between YHWH’Ss
promise and the Canaanite presence (Gn 12.6b); Pharaoh’s good treatment of Abram for Sarai’s
sake (Gn 12.16a), as he had predicted (Gn 12.13b); and what Abram was to do after Pharaoh discov-
ered his deception about his relationship to Sarai (Gn 12.19b); it therefore begins with MDY, there-
fore (see “clause-initial particles”, above).

Marking disjunctive clauses highlights information that is crucial to the story; it also reminds us
that they probably do not describe the next event in the narrative sequence.

25.7 What’s Next?

Ater pre-reading, the next step is to translate the passage in writing; this has at least four purposes:
(1) it slows down our reading, compelling us to pay attention to the text itself; (2) it forces us to
choose a rendering (rather than merely note all of the possibilities); (3) it quickly reveals that
translation entails far more than choosing the “right” gloss or creating a “word-for-word” running
gloss; and thus (4) it should protect us against the arrogance that can come from a facility with the
biblical languages, as we realize the number and nature of choices and compromises entailed in
preparing a written translation.
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25.8 Vocabulary

teach, instruct (H) Im 1, 379 | be willing, agree man 371
ransom, buy (back) nj; .380 | weep, mourn, wail n;; 372
turn (toward) me .381 | fornicate, commit illicit sex o 373
acquire, get, buy mp .382 | see, observe, gaze [at] mn 374
be pleased with, like 9 .383 | be/become weak, sick, ill n5ﬂ 375
pleasure, favor ]ﬁBj .384 | camp, encamp mn 376
water, give a drink . oW .385 | be/become angry, hot o 377
[to someone or something] (H) s T

wander (lost) nun .386 thank, praise (H) o 378

25.9 Exercise

In the reading passage for the next class, (1) mark (highlight, underline) the preterites; (2) quota-
tion formulae; and (3) any occurrences of wayhi (and identify their function as either circumstan-
tial or predicate).

25.10 Enrichment: Pre-reading Ruth 2.1-7

What is the result of pre-reading a passage of biblical narrative? In Ru 2.1-7 the underlining and
shading show that the author used two disjunctive clauses flanking two appositional phrases to
describe Boaz (1). The next disjunctive clause in these verses also refers to Boaz, this time to his
arrival at the field (4). The shading (quotations) shows the increasingly dialogical nature of the
story (5-7), as well as the use of preterites within the direct speech of the servant’s report on Ruth’s
actions (v. 7). The sequence of three preterites (3) stands out from the rest of the passage (there
are no other consecutive preterites), suggesting that these actions form some sort of anticipatory
climax.

Having been pre-read, these verses no longer consist of either a single block of text or 105 indi-
vidual concatenated words, but are revealed as a series of brief functional units of two to four
words that together tell a well-crafted story:

M MRmE A e || 3omoR nmownn || Smo9ips ww || auRG v mmbre
(o2 yrwsmy 2u [ || evP2us mepont 77T Nemos || norty maxen
R llmopn ap llespa oms (| 77es epom siam Tomona 25 A7 Jpsm
M omEieh et || onSmran 82 || wa.mmye oo nrewnn ik | twab s
TPRTT e n? || orsipaoy 2w || 19215 1w sy i 992 35 1kt || 2ony
[N 1 mpIEy "2 [N manh o || oty oeipn oy amin v ||
791 P20 || Tinpm xiam [|osipn om [[enpa neoxt NyeRON || Jnsny
dyn M2 Ay || ooy

Key
Double underline  preterite (wayyiqtol)
Single underline  disjunctive clause (waw-+non-finite-verb)
Wayvy double underline  clause-initial particle
Shaded quotation
I major disjunctive accent (as described above)
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Lesson 26

I-) VERBS

Verbal roots that begin with J are weak whenever the first radical of a verbal form is followed by silent
Sewa, since the J assimilates to the following consonant. Verbs I-) are therefore weak throughout Aifil
and hofal, and in some forms of nifal (P, Ptc) and qal (F, Pr, V, NC). They are strong throughout all
three D-stems, and in some conjugations of nifal (F, Pr, V, NC) and gal (P, NA, Ptc). This general
pattern is the same as the I-* verb (below), so that some forms of these roots are exactly alike, and the
lexical form can be determined only by knowing the vocabulary or from context, or both.

Stem Weak Forms Strong Forms
Q F,Pr, VINC,NA] P, Ptc[NC, NA]
N P, Ptc F, Pr, V[NC,NA]
D, Dp, Dt | None All forms

H, Hp All forms None

When the first radical of a verbal form is followed by silent sewa (e.g., 5@?;’_), the initial J assimi-
lates to the following consonant and doubles it. Each of the following pair of forms has the same
parsing; the second verb of each pair is I-J.

Form Root Parsing Gloss Dages forte
'7@7?3] S 3ms N P He was kept In W1 the initial —) of Wi has assimilated to the J; the —J is
v oum He approached the prefix of the nifal perfect.
"JW'D" Suin He keeps (will keep) A
. 3ms Q F In '75’_ the initial -3 of D) has assimilated to the D.
S50 bes He falls (will fall)
Segimn Suin He caused to keep
‘ 3ms H P In 5277 the initial -3 of 93 has assimilated to the X.
‘7"33 513 He rescued

1. The primary clue that a verbal form is from a I-3 root is that there are only two radicals, the
first of which is doubled (if there is any type of stem or subject prefix).

2. If the second radical of a I-3 root is a guttural or 7, the root is like the basic verb (3 does not
assimilate).

3. Roots that are both I-J and hollow (vowel-medial, e.g., 1) follow the rules of the hollow
verbs (Lesson 28), not I-) verbs.

4. Some forms of I-) roots in Q look exactly like I-* forms (Lesson 30).

26.1 I-3 Verbal Roots in Qal

There are three main types of I-J verb (creatively called Types I, II, and III). Type I occurs in
all stems, Type II in Q of some verbal roots; Type III consists of only one verb (0). There is no
distinction in the other stems (i.e., the differences between Types I, II, & III only appear in qal).
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26.1.1 Type I (Q F with holem)

This is the most common type of I-3 verb; when the initial 1 is followed by silent sewa it assimi-
lates to the second radical and doubles it. Type I verbal forms from I-J roots are therefore weak
throughout the H-stems (Aifil, hofal), in qal imperfect (Q F) and preterite (Q Pr), and in nifal
perfect (N P) and participle (N Pte). This skeleton paradigm shows the forms of Type I verbs that
are affected (weak):

Type I Q N H Hp

3ms | 5zr by S b
V. ms| 55 Sz Son -
mp | 593 doim el -

NC 5Dy Smm Sen Sen
Ptec ms| 523 523 5o bon

P 3ms| 520 S5m0 Sen Sen

|

1. Forms in shaded spaces are not weak (“---” means that this form does not occur).
2. The prefix and its vowel are unaffected (except in Hp, where the prefix vowel is always qibbus).
3. The endings and vowels after the second radical are the same as those of the basic verb.

26.1.2 Type II (Q F with patah)

These verbs differ from Type I only in qal imperfect, preterite, imperative, and infinitive construct; all
other forms are the same as Type I (above). The paradigm shows only the weak forms of this type of I-
verb, using W2 and HPS, and lists Q forms only, since the other stems are the same as Type I (above).

Type II (Qal) i1 P’
3ms W)Y he approaches/will el he takes |will take
approach
F
3mp Wy they approach /will Rini=h they take /will take
" approach ’
3ms Wy and he approached e and he took
Pr
3mp )" and they approached mPM and they took
ms Wy Approach! mp Take!
\'%
mp Wiy Approach! P Take!
NC nwj [to] approach ngé [to] take

1. The root sign (V) is used in studying Hebrew to show that we are discussing or describing

forms from a particular verbal root.

Qal imperfect has patah after the second radical.

In Q imperative and infinitive construct the initial 3 drops off (apocopates).

A final N- is added to Q NC, which has two seghols (two patahs in II- and III-guttural roots),

and looks just like Q NC of some I-* verbs (below).

5. The forms of the verb I'D5 look just like the forms of a I- verb (Type II); any verbal form
with \P- or - Mp-is therefore a form of HP5 It is the only I- 5 verb that does this. The medial
P loses dages forte before Sewa; cf. 3 mp Q F (above).

0N
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II1.26. I-3 Verbs 223

26.1.3 Type III (01 only)

The most common I-) verb (nearly 2000x in Biblical Hebrew), M3, is the only verb of this type. In
nifal (the only non-qal stem in which it occurs), it is like Type II (above). Its main difference from
other verbs in gal is that the final ] assimilates to consonantal PGN endings:

QP les "N I gave
NP 2mp onp) You were given (put, set, made)

The other forms of JN) look like Type II (above), except that its stem vowel is sere. In addition,
Q NC lacks both Y’s.

F 3ms m He gives/will give

S3mp MY They [will] give

Pr 1cs 1R I gave
3ms M He gave

v 2ms m
mn Give!

2mp N
NC nR o to give

+1cs sfx ‘nn - my giving
+2ms sfx TR your giving

A paradigm listing all forms of |N that occur in Biblical Hebrew follows the I-) paradigm (Appendix E).

26.2 Nifal of I-3 Verbal Roots

Like the strong verb (Lesson 18), I-J verbal roots appear in two basic forms in nifal, with a doubled
second radical (P, Ptc) or a doubled first radical (F, Pr, V):

\om)

3ms '75;

F 3ms 5; b
Pr 3ms 5;27]
A% ms '75]
NC o
Ptc ms 5;]

1. In the perfect and participle, the initial - assimilates to the second radical. The -] is the -2
prefix of the nifal.

2. In the other conjugations, the -J of the nifal prefix assimilates to the initial -3 of the verbal
root; these forms look just like the strong verb. The visible -3- is the initial radical of the
verbal root.

3. Unlike gal, the nifal of I-J verbal roots appears in only one set of forms.
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Since the nun is assimilated in all forms of the Aifil and hofal,'” the initial = of I-) verbal roots

Biblical Hebrew

26.3 Hifil & Hofal (H, Hp) of I-3 Verbal Roots

that occur only in the H-stems (e.g., 710, 103) never appears:

T \blip
H Hp H
P 3ms| T | rwn
F o 8ms| 73 | 2
Pr 3ms| =T 737 2
v ms | 37 --- ---
NC ™ -] -
Ptc ms| T | 20n
*Forms marked with “---” do not occur; Hp of 23 does not occur.
26.4 Frequency

This table lists all I-3 verbs that occur fifty times or more in Biblical Hebrew.

iab
1)
Ny4p]
5p)

a4

e}
533

D

hije)]
un

179. This assimilation always takes place because the first radical of every form in H and Hp is followed

give 1994x
hit, wound, defeat (H; once each

in N, Dp) 504x
lift, carry, forgive 651x
fall 433x
tell; declare, report, announce

(H; always 72-) 369x
stretch out; turn 215x
snatch, rescue, deliver (H) 208x
touch; reach, come to 150x
depart, break camp 146x
approach, come near 125x

by silent sewa.
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N2
)y
[(ajmb]
il
%)
j3jisp]
m
21

hliap!

prophesy (N)

take one’s stand /place (N, H)

look at, pay attention (once in D;
therefore “always” t92-)

lead (D)

watch, guard

plant
be scattered (N); scatter (H)

recognize (H); a few times in N, D;
therefore usually 72-

overtake (H; always 20-)

115x

75x

70x

65x

63x

57x
51x

50x

50x
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I11.26. I-y Verbs
26.5 Vocabulary

depart, break camp, travel Uo) .395 | prophesy (N) N2 .387
fall ‘)gg .396 | look at, pay attention to (H) 2] .388
take one’s stand / place; be assigned (N) 333 .397 | tell; report, declare, announce (H) 722 .389
lead (D) ng; 398 | touch; reach, come to ;J;JT
rescue, deliver; snatch (all H) 53; .399 | blow, assault; plague ;];5_ 390
watch, guard, keep, protect %) .400 | come near, approach w;JT 391
lift, carry; forgive R@; 401 | be scattered (st. vb.) nm .392
give 1M 402 | plant Jofp) .393

pretend (N); recognize (H) 03] .394

26.6 Exercises

225

After you have studied the I-1 verb, gloss these texts, and then parse all of the I-J verbs in Genesis

11.27-13.14.

Gen 32.30; 2ms V with I7_- ending;
Jacob

Ex 17.2; 299 strive (3ms Q Pr);
Moses

1 Sa 8.6; V2" but it was wrong (evil,

wicked); 2ms V with 1_- ending; 55n
pray; Samuel

1 Sa 14.43; Saul, Jonathan
Is 63.15; 5ar dwelling

Jr 1.8; X9 fear, be afraid

Am 7.15 75 (2ms QV 7>M); the
speaker is Amos

Gen 3.6

Ps 56.14a [ET 15a]; this nomenclature
means that the English and Hebrew
texts are divided differently; in English
this verse is Ps 56.15

Ps 121.6; 112- is a 2ms suffix; 117 moon
1Kg 20.35

Gn 9.13; NWUR bow (n.)
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ToU RYTTIT N 2pY N

TR o NPT MK Yoy opn aan
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1P 15
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e qUTp 53
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MY OOR IMNT IRET IRE T e
oW O N2 75

{5oN% MY MENGTDI Inm Soxm e mpm

iy wey n5En 3
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Gn 34.16 WJ'?‘HI?J D;’ﬁﬁ;'ﬂ?ﬂ DD'? u*m;‘ng #uon o 13
SIS BY5 AT o2nN N3

Ex 20.7; &1@' vanity, in vain; N2 acquit, Rﬂg‘? 7[‘1'!5& ﬂ]ﬂ’:'DW'm_{ &(TUD N 14

leave unpunished &Vg'? mw-ng x‘??'“@tﬁ PN M TED ND "D

Jos 3.6; Joshua SRS DUTETOR DU Rt 15

DU *325 Ma) MMaT TRTIN RD
:oYn ’155 1:5*1 P37 1NN WD

Jg 4.7; TUN draw [pull] [out]; 1177 host, R00TR TP Smrby TR moum 16

multitude; tumult, confusion; Kishon, 2TARY 925770N) T2

Sisera, Jabin P S T
NFEE TR RO

2 Kgs 19.7; 'TSJWD!D report, rumour; JWW_ YMY DY) M7 2 M NN 44

3ms Q P + w < 23U, return, go back A¥TR2 37M2 1RSET INTRG oW

Jr 1.9; "NNJ may be performative (§10.9) 50y v TR M HE)W?] 18

STR2 9227 N0 T ODR M Ry

26.7 Enrichment: Participant Reference

Noting the preterites, quotation formulae, and wayhi-clauses in a biblical narrative helps us study
the text more carefully (Lesson 25), but other types of information in narrative also need to be
recognized and accounted for. One that can be especially helpful in understanding the author’s
intention in a passage is participant identification. You have probably noticed that the biblical
authors tend to identify the main characters (actors) in the story, either by name, or title, or both.

In Genesis 16, for example, the use of appositional descriptors underlines the dysfunctionality
of the triad of Sarai, Hagar, and Abram (to name them in the order in which they appear in the
story). The passage begins with three disjunctive clauses (Gn 16.1) that set the stage for the story
by identifying the major participants, Sarai and Hagar:

1a 35 '1'15* N5 DWJ& nwx *'jrm Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had not born [a child] to/for him,
1b na|sn 1{'(527 '151 and she had an Egyptian maid,
1c 1727 MYy and her name was Hagar (Gn 16.1).

Sarai is identified by her relationship to Abram, and Hagar in relationship to her, as well as by
her ethnicity. Abram is mentioned only to establish his relationship to Sarai—to “remind” readers
that Sarai was his wife.

In Gn 16.2, Sarai is explicitly named as the subject of the leading preterite, but this is a necessary
identification. Since two women were named in v. 1, the 3fs preterite XM requires an explicit
subject in order for the reader to know—as the quotation begins—which woman spoke to Abram. At
the end of the verse, when Abram acquiesced to Sarai, both actors, already named at the beginning
of the verse, are again called by name. On the other hand, Sarai does not mention Hagar’s name,
referring to her merely as “my maid” ("W).

.. D72N° Sx " TrNm  And Sarai said to Abram,
’TE 51?5 Dﬁ:x bifaliiby] and Abram listened to Sarai’s voice
) (Gn 16.2).

In Gn 16.3, both Sarai and Hagar are identified as fully as they were in v. 1, and Abram is named
“in both directions”—Sarai as his wife, and he as her husband, probably to highlight the tangled
relationships that are being created:
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DOARTUR MR mem And Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar,
HDDBW APIST N the Egyptian, her maid, ...

;nrﬁs'? 35 YW DW:_11S5 TN nm and she gave her to Abram her husband,
T ! T to become his wife (Gn 16.3).

When the relationship between Hagar and Sarai deteriorates (Gn 16.4), the author places Sarai
and Abram on the same level by introducing both of their quotations with both names:

. 57.3?5_5?5 M nRM  And Sarai said to Abram, ©... (Gn 16.5)
. "jfL7'5§_€ ' DaR ﬁ;;'xa] and Abram said to Sarai, “... (Gn 16.6)

Throughout this brief conversation, Hagar is again demoted implicitly, since she is not called
by her name, but merely called “my/your maid”. At the end of the story, however, Hagar is named
three times—always as the subject of the verb T (a preterite [15al, a perfect in a relative clause
[15b], and an infinitive construct in a temporal clause within the final disjunctive clause [16]).

12 Dﬁ;}_{b =[an Wbm And Hagar bore Abram a son,

N27ow 092N NP7 and Abram called the name of his son,
' ﬁlﬂ FT'IS"%WN whom Hagar bore ... (Gn 16.15)

oY WYY MY oMnYti2 29281 (now Abram was eighty-six years old when
ZD?;&S‘? me;w?_ng 1;7]'!1'1'72 Hagar bore Ishmael to Abram). (Gn 16.16)

Although she is not called Abram’s “wife” after v. 3, at the end of the story she is no longer
defined in terms of her relationship to Sarai, but in her own right as the mother of Ishmael, which
implies some change in her standing within the home.

In Genesis 18.1-5, the author’s ways of refering to the participants suggests that Gn 18.1-15 (the
story of Abraham’s hospitality and the repeated promise of an heir) was meant to be read as the
consummation of the story recorded in Gn 17 (the institution of the covenantal sign of circumcision
and its attendant promises).

The narrator identifies the subject of the first clause by name (71177"), but does not name another
subject until Gn 18.6a (below); he instead uses pronominal suffixes, an independent pronoun, and
PGN affixes. Nor does he identify the pronominal object of the preposition (1"?8). The significance
of this lack of identification again comes from the tendency of Hebrew narrative to identify partici-
pants (one of the functions of the passive stems is to avoid identifying the subject).

In fact, apart from “Yawn” (18.1a) the participants in these verses are identified only by pronouns
and generic nouns (i.e., D WIN D’W'?W, 18.2a):

hplale) ‘_J:L)t_;; mm 1‘%}}5 N7")  YuwH appeared to 2im among the oaks of Mamre  1a
e BURH'HUQ WY NI (now he was sitting at the entrance to the tent ...)  1b

TV RWM  and he lifted his eyes 2a

1"?31.7 ... X" and he saw ... near him 2b
Nﬁif] and he saw 2¢

. DD&?PB '[7?:] and &e ran to meet them ... 2d
MI8IN MAYM  and he bowed to the ground. 2e
... NN and ke said, “... (18.3) 3a

. 1MRYM  and they said, “... 5d

During his speech (3b-5¢), he does not identify himself except as “I” (as 1cs verbal PGN affix)
and T72Y “your servant”. There is no contextual clue to his identity, except that he was a male, who
was authorized to offer the hospitality of his home to three strangers, and who was also conscious
of the social niceties of abasing himself (“your servant”).
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Only after the “three men” accept this unnamed person’s offer of hospitality (18.4-5) does the
author call him “Abraham” (18.6a), and then, as if to confirm or reinforce his identity, names
“Abraham” as the subject of two of the next three narrative clauses:

M58 SINT DOaR OnY And Abraham hastened to the tent, to Sarah,  6a
. AR and ke said, “... 6b
=tn i, 0 ) 7;’33_‘787 and [then?] to the herd ran Abraham, and ... 7a

The point is that this repeated “non-identification” of the subject, followed by his repeated
identification by name is that these verses—and the story that they open—were written as part
of the preceding story: they do not record a meal isolated from the promises and commandments
of Gn 17, but rather the meal that ratifies the covenant that had just been sealed by circumcision
(17.23-27).18 This contextual setting also explains the promises about Sarai’s réle in the covenant’s
fulfillment (18.9-15; cf. 17.15-16), and YHwWH’s musings about telling Abraham what he [YawH]
was about to do (18.17-19).

Because we read the biblical stories having heard them in sermons and Bible lessons, we often find
it difficult to read them as they were written, so that in this case (for example), we already “know” that
Abraham is the main participant in verses 1-5, even though he is never identified (English versions
tend to supply “Abraham” in these verses). Paying close attention to the Hebrew text—especially
in light of the normally explicit nature of Hebrew narrative—reveals the misleading nature of this
chapter break, and encourages us to read the story in light of the covenantal statements of Gn 17.

Finally, this table lays out all participant references in Ruth 2.1-7. You can study the manners
of reference (proper name, noun, independent pronoun, pronominal suffix, verbal PGN affix), and
their relationship to the person(s) mentioned. This sort of exercise will help you focus on Aow the
author is telling his story, which is in turn a clue to how he or she intends us to understand it.

Person referred to & Manner of Mention

Others Boaz Ruth Naomi “Voice” V.

‘?3;.725 ke author 1
YN o
5o =933 ww
TooN AmRUnn
Wa iR

TIARDI NI MR author 2

TP JTUREDN TN Ruth

MYy author

,-.[E) T_;&hj author

"2 *;% Naomi

180. For another account of a convenant ratification followed by a meal between the parties, see Ex 24.4-11.

PUTNAM Book.indb 228 7/9/10 2:51:29 PM



II1.26. I-3 Verbs 229

-['7;1] author 3
N1am
o™zn DP‘?n] author
ni/rle) author
TN nmeu TUN author
A
w3 author 4
D’WBP'? ngs] author
mpelp)s) Boaz
quxil 35 author
ﬁé?l'? TR N author 5
DMipToY 280
DRI Tpn Boaz
w3 WM author 6
DIy 230
RN
R MANT P00 gy Boazs
.Dga_mn ﬂ;‘?U servant
AN 77N
mgxh] Boaz’s 7
X930 servant
“hym
mpg
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Lesson 27

PrE-READING A BiBLICAL POEM

Poetry has been called the “other use [or “kind”] of language”; it does not communicate like “ordi-
nary” speech or thought, but rather functions as language “for its own sake”; this suggests that it
needs to be read in a different manner. Nor is this “other kind” of language limited to the “poetic
books” (so-called), but also occurs widely throughout the prophetic books, so that nearly one-half of
the Hebrew Bible is poetic.

A major challenge in reading a biblical poem in Hebrew is that a careful translation will often not
“sound right”. There are several reasons for this: (1) poetry’s linguistic “compression” often yields
ambiguous syntax, especially in non-verbal clauses; (2) poetry often uses unusual or rare vocabu-
lary; (3) verbal conjugations in poetry do not have the same functions as in narrative; (4) scholars
disagree about the nature and structure of biblical poetry, so that the results of their studies differ;
and (5) the translation tradition in English often controls or determines the English text.

All of these reasons (there are more) mean that it is crucial to translate the Hebrew text before
studying, or checking, published translations.®!

This lesson presents some points to consider when trying to understand a biblical poem; it aims
to protect us from interpreting the text based only on our impressions by encouraging us to pay
close attention to specific aspects of the text itself. These “steps” should prepare you to begin to
read a biblical poem as a poetic text.

27.1 Lineation: One Clause per Line

Begin by dividing the poetic text into clauses, and then making each clause a separate poetic line.
[A clause consists of a subject (topic) and predicate (comment).]'®? In doing this, you must not assume
(1) that a verse contains a certain number of lines; or (2) the validity of the layout in either BHS or
the English versions.

27.1.1 Nominal/Substantive Subjects & Objects

First, list the nouns in the poem, keeping construct chains together. There are nine in Ps 117, three
of which are in construct:

Nouns Construct Absolute
=haERlo) mm
DMNT02

ﬁ'-'ft)?j

2 AN

o

181. You will also find that commentaries and reference grammars often justify traditional renderings.
These comments are not meant to disparage the work of Bible translators, in light of the very severe constraints
under which translators work—there is simply not time to do detailed research, and so the tendency is to default
to the standard. [Other considerations also skew the process, such as the public’s desire for what is familiar.]

182. Poetic passages in BHS were arranged typographically by the editor(s); don’t assume that the lines,
or even the half-lines (separated by an extra space, called a caesura [Lat., “cut”]), correspond to poetic lines—
they may or may not.
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Nouns tell us what a poem is about—its topic. Two of these six nominal phrases refer to humanity
(“all” people), the other four refer to YuwH. The repeated divine name (in two forms) suggests an
inclusio or “envelope” (because the same form “envelops” a section of text).

27.1.2 Verbal Predicates

After listing the nominal forms, list the verbs, again in sequence; it can be helpful to divide this list by
conjugation (there is no column for conjugations that do not occur), and to parse each verbal form.

Verbs Imperative Perfect Parsing
1";‘7:{ 2mp DV
.'m.'m;(éj 2mp DV+3ms
- gk 3ms QP
2 q‘;‘?g 2mp DV

Verbs tell us what the poet says about the topic revealed by the list of nouns: three of these forms
(all piel imperative) describe an act of worship or praise, one (721) describes rank or position. The
inclusio suggested by the list of nouns (above) is even more apparent here where the same form (1553)
is repeated. As it does in Ps 117, any aspect of verbal morphology (conjugation, PGN, stem)—or
more than one, in combination—can reveal the poem’s structure.

27.1.3 Clausal Lineation

In order to have some control over our “reconstruction” of the poem, we can make each clause a
single poetic line, based on its subject and predicate (no matter how long or short the resultant
line).'%® When the two lists are thus combined, they yield very nearly all of Psalm 117, except for
one conjunction (2a) and two prepositional phrases (2a, 2b):

Subject Object Imperative Perfect

1a'® D53 i 551

1b DMNTOD MY

2a Tom "33
2b M)

2¢ o 1551

When we add the conjunction and prepositional phrases to the lines, we realize that the first
prepositional phrase is “part of” the predicate of 2a, and that the second is the predicate of 2b. The
resultant full text is organized by line, so that we can translate the poem and then begin to analyze
the particulars of its semantics and syntax.

Predicate Subject Object Predicate Conj.
la D53 T 557
1b :DMNTOD MY
2a o 2oy "3 >
2b AL h ]
2¢c 8 1557

183. A quick glance at nearly any translation of a biblical poem will reveal single clauses divided between
two lines (or more), largely based on the theory that poetic lines had roughly the same length.

184. Each line is identified by its verse number and a letter; this is conventional in reference works,
commentaries, and other sources.
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You may wonder what you have learned that makes it worth doing this rather than merely
translating the poem. The point is that this is intended to help ensure that you read this text
in Hebrew, rather than merely repeat what you have heard or read that it says. This is only a
beginning—the first few of many things to consider in studying a biblical poem—but it should help

give some form to the poetic text before you.

II1.27. Pre-reading a Biblical Poem

27.5 Vocabulary

233

sanctuary, holy place W'T'[P?: 411 [a] blessing no72 403
dead (adj.) Do 412 breath, idol; vanity; Abel L}D,‘T 404
[a] witness 7Y W 413 | cry out [for help], shout (cf. PUS) puT 405
reach, overtake (H) J@JT 414 strange, foreign; illicit ‘11 .406
only, surely (often begins clause) P 415 disgrace, reproach nean .407
cry out [for help], shout (cf. PUT) PUS 416 | sin, miss [a mark] jalnl 408
bird, insect [any flying thing] ﬂw A17 | sin, error, fault; sin-offering ighcigt

e o iy T s S a0

# Because of its initial sibilant, the root MY never appears as MM, but only with the initial -¥ and

the -P- of the prefix inverted: -7U- (metathesized). Forms that end in sureq (17-) are singular, those

in M- or MM (waw followed by dureq) are plural. Since it is fairly frequent (172x), here is a skeleton

paradigm:
Naiat Dt
p oms aintalety 3ms ninialN 3ms TR
3cp nanY 3mp AL 3mp NN
vomp o mAmym b myumnun
Ptc ms mmjtm: NC mnmwn*l&s

This is the text of Ps 114, laid out more or less as in the Hebrew Bible. Divide it into lines (you

27.6 Exercises

should end up with sixteen), list the verbal predicates, and identify any repetitions.

7Y% DpR 3PP M2
NE™I2D MY

ARETI2D Py

In this psalm you should see three sections that are clearly defined by the parallels between
lines. The the question is not “Does this line parallel the other line of this verse?” but rather “How

imRb 29 17

) Drasnn SN g2
1‘131'727?3?; SNUW’ WHEL) AT Ao

. oND TR 2
imRb 28R 177 oNn 3 o 7PN
: 2 DPND TR BT

Py MoK aEhn pIN oM T o
:ominpnb wnbn  owmToaR Msn voehn

o M) o3

[ RS TR S BN R

can we describe the relationship between this line and the next line (and the preceding)?”

185. The end of this word is pronounced as though there were two waws, the first a consonant, the second

the mater lectionis: -wot.
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27.7 Enrichment: Reading a Poem

Analyzing the lineation, semantics, syntax, and morphology of a biblical poem often reveals patterns
that are obscured by the differences between languages. This table presents one approach to the
preliminary study of a poem—“preliminary”, because this analysis is not the poem’s meaning, but
is instead a way of forcing ourselves to pay attention to every aspect of a poem. We have no way of
knowing in advance what will or will not help us establish the meaning of any particular poem; we
therefore pay as close attention as possible to everything.

Ps 117
L. MT/BHS Semantics | Word Count Syntax Predicate
la m;-s; mR 50 |a.b.e 5:1.2.2 P/v -0 — Slce 2mp DV
1b :mr;xg"j; mm::g al+b!. ¢! 3:1.2 P/v+0O — S/ce 2mp DV
2a Tom q;-‘;;; "33 |a.b.c 4:2.1.1 ki—P/v—pp—S/ec |3ms QP
2b D'?ﬁ;]'? MR c'.al 3:2.1 w+S — P/pp
2¢ s alb 2:1.1 P/ -0 2mp DV
Key
L. | line no.
MT/BHS | The Masoretic text as represented by BHS
Semantics | Each letter represents a functional semantic unit in the line (a construct chain, e.g., is a single
functional unit); repeated units in parallel lines have the same letter, with a superscript
numeral if they are not exactly identical.
Word | The total number of words—groups of letters between spaces or linked by magqef—in the line,
Count | followed by the number of forms in each of the semantic units identified in the “semantics”
column.
Syntax | The syntax of the clause (these are all that apply to Ps 117):
P Predicate
/ consists of
v [finite] verb
pPp prepositional phrase
¢ object (“direct” or “indirect”)
S subject
/ function
cc construct chain
Predicate | The parsing of the verbal predicate.

English:

PUTNAM Book.indb 234

Translation can be done in at least two stages: a very wooden, “interlinear” translation, designed
to show the underlying Hebrew text, followed by a rendering into “sensible” and well-formed

la
1b
2a
2b
2¢c

praise-ye! YHWH all-of nations

commend-ye-him all-of peoples

for he-is-strong over-us his-lovingkindness

and-the-truth-of YuwHs for-long-time

praise-ye! Ya

la
1b
2a
2b
2¢c

Praise Yuwn, all nations!

Commend him, all peoples!

For his lovingkindness is strong over us,

And YHWH’s truth is strong for a long-time.

Praise Yn!

7/9/10 2:51:33 PM



Lesson 28

Hovrvrow (I1-3/*) VERBS

Hollow verbal roots consist of two root consonants with a medial vowel. Their lexical form is gal
infinitive construct (they are the only verbs not listed by 3ms gal perfect). Some verbs, for example,
D, rise, stand, have medial Sureq (- 1 -), others have medial hireq (- -, e.g., 1", sing). The lexica
identify their roots in different ways, so if you do not find the root listed with medial -1-, try the
same root with - ¥ - (or vice versa). This skeleton paradigm compares the basic forms of the verb:

M=k Q N H Hp
P 3ms op oy opn opan
F 3ms op o opr opY
v 2ms oy o opn

NC oy ot opn opan
Ptc  ms op o) opn opm

The hollow verbs are weak in all forms (apart from rare occurrences in the D-stems, when they
have doubled medial -*-, regardless of the stem vowel of the lexical form.

28.1 Hollow Verbs in Qal (Q)

2P =k

Qal | (II-) (I1-)
jms BF ow
P 2mp RO el
3cp mp mY
3ms op? oW
Foo2fs | owpn wn
2fp | mmpn mystn
Sma op BN
PI‘ 'r.'r .."r
3mp MmPN mEn
2ms op oW
V .
2mp mIP m
NC op o
NA op o
ms op v
Ptc ;
fs R iRy

PUTNAM Book.indb 235

7/9/10 2:51:34 PM



236 Biblical Hebrew

=

There is no difference between II-* and II-1 in the qal perfect and participle.

2. Since the 3ms Q perfect and ms Q participle are identical, they cannot always be identified
with certainty.

3. The original [lexical] vowel appears in the conjugations other than the perfect and
participle.

4. In Q jussive and 2/3fp Q F, the stem vowel is often holem in verbs II-1 and segol in roots II-:

Qal  \op o
23fp  mmpn  mmen
3ms DP* Df;ﬁ

28.1a Unique Hollow Verbs
Although most hollow verbs have either medial -- (like 23?) or - * - (cf. 0*0), three are unique in gal:

1. N3, “come, go, enter” (c. 2350x in Biblical Hebrew), is III-R, so its stem syllable is always
open, and its stem vowel is always long (games in Q P and Ptc; and -3- elsewhere in Q):

Qal YRi2
P 2ms PRa
F  3ms X9
Pr 2ms/3fs xi:mi
\Y% 2ms N%a
2mp N2 N2
NC Ni2
2. W3, “be ashamed” (126x in Biblical Hebrew), has holem (with or without 1) in all forms of Q,
and sere as its prefix vowel in Q F and Pr.
Qal VUi
P lep NYI2
F 2mp pliiplmlcl
Pr 3mp NN
v 2fp muia
NC wia
Ptc'™ mp o2
3. M, “die” (737x in Biblical Hebrew) has siere in Q P forms without consonantal endings, as

well as in Q Pte. Its other forms look like D> (above).

Qal Nigkls)
P 3ms nn
3fs o
Ptc mp o

186. There is one gal participle of W92 (Ek 32.30).
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I11.28. Hollow (II-1/*) Verbs

28.2 Hollow Verbs in Nifal (N)

Nifal |2 @) Y A)
P 3ms =he)] !
2mp =lgiaklb =l gighlisp
3cp mIPl 2!
F 3ms oipe mlN
2fs PN N
2mp miPn Lllg
Pr  3ms oM LR
\ 2ms oipn R
2mp mIPn MmN
NC =hehy gl
Ptec ms =h )] i}

237

1. The stem vowel in N is either holem (most forms) or Sureq (nifal perfect with consonantal

PGN endings).

N

lates to the first radical in the other conjugations in nifal.
5. Unlike the basic verb, the prefix vowel in the perfect and participle is long, since the syllable

is open.

6. The form is identical for either type of stem vowel (-ii- or -i-).

28.3 Hollow Verbs in Hifil & Hofal (H, Hp)

The prefix vowel in N is either qames (P, Ptc) or hireq (F, V, NC, NA).
As in H (below), there is a helping vowel before consonantal PGN endings.
As in the basic verb, the prefixed -1 is orthographically present in N P and Ptc, and assimi-

\BpP H Hp Q (1) Q (1)
3ms opn opI DR of
P lep NP WP mi Dbl
3cp mP ™I mp 7
sms eps By A B3
F 25 BRn RN R kekRY
2o APRPR MMPR ApRbn aepn
pp O B =P B B
3mp ”»PpN mp™M m™m mPN
y oms B oy Bp
2mp P i mP
NC opn opI oY D3P
NA opn opIn mpid] oip
o opn opI oY of
fs TR R Ry R
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Hifil
1. The stem vowel in hifil is hireq in all forms except infinitive absolute and 2ms imperative
(which have sere).
Its prefix vowel is games (H F, V, NC, NA) and sere (H P, Ptc).
3. In hifil, a helping vowel (1) joins consonantal PGN endings to the verbal root.
4. QF and H F look alike in II-* verbs, and must be distinguished by context; in the II-1 verbs
they are distinguished by the stem (central) vowel, which will be a u-/o-vowel in Q and an
i-/e-vowel in H.

Hofal

1. In Hp, the prefix vowel is always Sureq (7). Its stem vowel is patah or sewa. This skeleton
paradigm displays the H-stems with gal of two hollow verbs.

N

28.4 Hollow Verbs in Polel, Polal, Hitpolel (P, Pp, Pt)

In the hollow verbs the D-stems are usually replaced by another set of stems in which the second
radical is reduplicated to create a tri-radical “root”.

These stems, polel (P), polal (Pp), and hitpolel (Pt) correspond in function to piel (D), pual (Dp),
and hitpael (Dt), respectively.

«/mP Polel Polal Hitpolel
P 3ms onip onip oRipPna
les  omonip  mERip | omRRipoT
3cp MIP ™R | mnipnn
e
3mp M MR mnipn
\% 2ms onip —|  onipnn
2mp MNP | mnipnn
NC onip onip onipnn
e, TS DnPR oppR| onipm
fs  mmmipn  mmmipn | ovamipm
1. Sewa is the prefix vowel in the imperfect, preterite, and participle of both polel and polal.
2. Holem follows the first radical, either with or without the vowel letter (%).

3. If the form has a sufformative, polel and polal are identical, and can only be distinguished
by context.

4. Hitpolel is directly analogous to Dt (hitpael), looking just like P with prefixed -Ni1. As in Dt,
the -N- of the prefix switches places (metathesizes) with the initial sibilant of the verbal
root:

‘WQ; "ﬂgﬁﬂwn'ﬂ?_ﬁ Why do you despair [melt?], my soul? (Ps 42.6; 1)
TTK'W_JU"?S_J nmnwm ... and I was astonished at the vision (Dn 8.27; DY)

5. Hollow verbs rarely occur in D, Dp, or Dt. When they do, their middle radical is doubled yod (*):

02T W Restore me according to your word (Ps 119.28b); 2ms D V + 1cs
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28.5 Frequency

239

This table lists all twenty-three hollow verbs that occur fifty times or more in Biblical Hebrew.

N2 come, go (in), enter 2530x | YN be(come) ashamed 126x
AW turn, turn back, return; repent 1055% T run 103x
mn  die 737x | 2wy be(come) good, pleasant 90x
op rise, stand 624x | WY sing 88x
a3 be good'®" 612x | P put, place, set 87x
oy put, place, set 584x =) reside as alien, sojourn 81x
=0 turn (aside); remove (H) 298x | =Y awake, arouse 76x
712 be established; prepare (H) 219x ]*5 spend the night, lodge T1x
oY be(come) high, exalted 195x TR scatter, disperse (intrans.) 65x
! understand, perceive 171x | 2% sue, strive, contend 64x
oM flee 160x ";*n be [writhe] in labor 57x
r) rest (Q); deposit (H) 143x
28.6 Vocabulary
die mn 427 | come, go [in], enter Ny 419
rest (Q); deposit (H) ) 428 | belbecome ashamed (st. vb.) Y9a  .420
flee DY) 429 | understand, discern I 421
reside as an alien (i.e., live in a
ide): land other than your native land; ™)
ile::oiaels(llie)})’ foke e e 430 trad., sojourn) ’ 422
alien; stranger (trad., sojourner) ]
awake, arouse =Y 431 | writhe, tremble; [be in] labour b’ﬂ 423
be/become good, pleasant (st. vb.) 23t)
scatter, disperse (instrans.) 7R 432 424
mbla)
sue, strive, contend A 433 | be established, fixed (in place);
‘ prepare (H) P2 425
[lawlsuit, strife, contention (n.) 2 434 | lodge, spend the night ]!S 426

N.B.: The lexical form of hollow verbs is gal infinitive construct (= ms qal imperative).

28.7 Exercises

After studying the hollow verbs, gloss these texts, parsing all verbal forms, and then locate and
identify all hollow verbal forms in Genesis 14-15.

PUTNAM Book.indb 239

Is 60.1; 1T dawn, shine; VN shine, give light

Ps 103.19

187.

TR N2 D MR wp 1
M POy M Tia

oD 1o oM@z mm

o 592 imsbm

2

It is often difficult to distinguish the verb from the (predicate) adjective 2. Furthermore, this verb
does not occur in the imperfect; the imperfect function uses the I-* root 2°.
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Ps 100.4; TT:Tm thanks, thanksgiving; I3
court; 2mp H 'V < 117" praise, profess; thank (H)

Ps 96.1-2; T2 proclaim, announce; TTSTJWWQ
victory, salvation

Gn 4.8; Cain, Abel

Gn 2.17

2 Sam 21.17; Philistine

Ps 23.3; L)JSJ?_: path, track

Is 58.1; W?‘IW ram’s horn; trumpet; 37 be high,
exalted; Jacob

2 Sam 4.10; Saul

Josh 9.8; 1'R1 from where?; Joshua

1 Sam 8.5

2 Kgs 4.20; 3ms Q Pr < 2W" stay, sit; 72 knee;
2273 noon

Gn 2.22; SJ‘?}: piece [trad., rib]
1 Sam 2.31; Y72 cut/chop off

Ex 20.24

Ne 2.18

2 Kgs 6.22; when waw +imperfect follows an
imperative, it is often telic (purpose or result)

Biblical Hebrew

ﬂj‘lh; 1’1:.7!27 N2
oI TRasT
57179

Y 1072

Y Y M g
PINTOD mmS Yy
-n-r*‘: B

™Y 1972

SPYY orb e TR

PR 575N TR RN
mIw2 opina
AT TN 5:1 ‘m TR oPN

Wy Soxh NS v 2% nuTa pum
MR DI W TPOR o7 D

IO MYSRTTIR N

229 U
Sy (Rl PISTRwRa

799 £In EiwD
DYYD v:::'v nm
:DONBT 250 e

DWWy nm

W TTRY JETION TN

SINIR TNRY DN R DU DTN Nt

PIPT IR I TON TIRY
o772 1::5'1 X5 7
oaoon newS Ton oy ANy

1?58"7&5 RN msr‘g?]
R BYINETTIY 10972700 W)

MRS R YoRTTAR OUTOR M 1an
2NN Lt =g 1=

TUIAR YT OR2 O M
F0MA2 P ATTR TR M2 2NN

WU TN N 2PRTora
PRSI POR RN

127 DT PN WY 0P TIRN

MY SIRN DTJD5 o) on> oW
DITITROR 155m

10

a1

A2

13

14

15

.16

a7

18
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Ps 119.73

Ps1.5-6

Is 40.9; M22 high (not I11-17); DWW;D messenger

(f.s. D Pte); Zion, Jerusalem

POM Ny T 19
7RIS TIoN a7

BEYRD DU MPYND 1270y 20
DR NIV ONem
DOPTS TIT M YIS
FTINR EPYT T

¥ Mwan 755y 1an by 21

2w Aowan 1P o3 M
WDOR W
ODVIOR I AT S N

28.8 Enrichment: Dating Haggai

One of the most carefully dated biblical books contains the prophecy of Haggai, "an1 (Ezekiel is
a close second), with five date formulae in thirty-eight verses (the second and third are divided

between two verses).

Tonn WNITe onY M2 wInd
‘ﬂjtﬁ_ Dﬁ’; ’WWU th;

WY WIND TYaTN) oMy o3

ORI WNTTS oomY N W
TMY ORYD paw

pruinb Ny oMwya
w7k oMY N2

WTOR Y MR T
UND TYRINT £UIep2

Such careful dating allows us to identify precisely the time of Haggai’s ministry, and demonstrates
the ancient Near Eastern tendency to date events by the king (cf. also Dn 1.1; Ezk passim) and other

In the second year of Darius the king,
in the sixth month, on the first day of
the month, ... (Hg 1.1)

... on the twenty-fourth day of the sixth
month (Hg 1.15a).

In the second year of Darius the king,
in the seventh [month], on the twenty-
first day of the month (Hg 1.15b—2.1)

In the twenty-fourth [day] of the ninth
[month], in the second year of Darius
... (Hg 2.10)

The word of YHWH came a second time
to Haggai on the twenty-fourth [day] of
the ninth [month] (Hg 2.20)

29 August 520

21 September 520

17 October 520

18 December 520

18 December 520

241

important figures (cf. the cross-references to the kings of Israel and Judah in the book of Kings),

and events (cf. Amos 1.1). Although the result is not always a precise chronology in the modern
sense, it nonetheless lets us see Israel’s development and some of their history (or, in this case, the

circumstances of the Persian province of Yehud).

In this case (as also in, e.g. the books of Ezekiel and Jeremiah), it establishes a relative chro-
nology for the prophet’s messages, and allows us to see how he adapted his message to the changing

times (even if we do not know exactly what changes he was addressing).
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Lesson 29

TaE MASORA

In the outer margin and directly below the text block of BHS lie two sets of notes. The masora'®®
marginalis (marginal masora)—also called Masora parva ([Mpl; “Small Masora”)—consists of
single letters, and unpointed words and expressions in Hebrew and Palestinian Aramaic, often
with overhead dots, along with occasional superscript Arabic numerals. Below the text block, the
first set of footnotes, which in BHS consists largely of “Mm” followed by a numeral, is a cross-
reference system, the Masora magna ([Mm]; “Great Masora”), which directed the scribe to similar
occurrences of the same or similar word(s).

Both parts of the masora are parts of an elaborate system designed to encourage scribal accu-
racy in copying the text, by telling the scribe to copy the word or phrase just as it stood in the text.
The Masoretes—the “scribes” who copied biblical manuscripts, and developed the masora. were
thus concerned to protect the text from scribes who might take it upon themselves to correct what
they thought were mistakes. Masoretic notes, in essence, admit that the textual form was strange,
unusual, disputed, or even wrong, but warn the copyist that it was better to leave a known error
than for every scribe to begin “correcting” the text as he saw fit.!® The Masoretes were saying in
essence, “We know that this form is unusual—it only occurs a few other times in the Bible—but
copy it as it stands. Don’t change it to something more familiar or ‘correct’.”

29.1 Reading the Masora
29.1.1 The Masora Marginalis

1. Acircellus (“little circle”) over a word or between words refer to notes in Mp. A circellus over
a word (DHWD Gn 37.18) means that the note refers only to that word; a circellus between
two words (’J: L)N Gn 37.35), or a series of circelli between more than two words means that
the note refers to that sequence of words. These are occasionally interwoven, so that a note
refers to a single word in the middle of a marked series of words. You have to sort out which
note refers to which piece of the text.

In Gn 13.10 (M"7]22) the circles mean that the first note is to 132 and the second to the
entire phrase (MM""]12). In Gn 37.25, seven consecutive words are marked, but the circles
are over the words, not between them. There are seven marginal notes, one for each word.

2. The usual syntax of a masoretic note is the main statistic first, followed by any further expla-
nation or discussion, including real or apparent exceptions or limitations to the number. The
first example in Gn 37.18 (7102 911 1), above, restricts the statistic to the Torah (7102 = in
Torah).

3. Heavy dots separate masoretic notes, which are read from right to left. The rightmost note,
therefore, refers to the first marked word or group of words in the line, in the order of the
Hebrew text.

4. Superscript dots have several purposes:

a. A dot over a single letter means that it is a numeral, and that the form in the text occurs
that many times (e.g., Gn 37.18 } = 7 times).

188. It seems that the masora was originally so-called because the notes restricted the interpretation of
the text (ﬂﬁD?ﬁ “fetter” or “bond”, occurs only in Ezk 20.37) by eliminating discrepancies (as they thought). It
was later connected to the root SO (“to assign”, “hand down/over”; it occurs only in Nu 31.5, 16) in the sense
of “received tradition”.

189. For an extended description of the masora and how to read and use it, see Kelley, Mynatt, & Crawford
(1998).
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b. A dot over every letter in a group of letters means that it is a compound numeral (e.g., in
Gn 37.18% =17 (10 + 7); Gn 37.22 57 = 15 (10 + 5)).

c. A dot over the last letter in a group of letters means that the word is abbreviated (e.g.,
in Gn 37.18 M2 OM represents, respectively, 70 (lacking or defective; i.e., without the
expected vowel letter) and 1702 (in Torah).

Numerals mean that the particular form of the word (morphological form, along with any

prefixes and suffixes) occurs only that number of times (e.g., the 1cp Q F + 3ms suffix + w

of the verb 2777 occurs only in Gn 37.20; the root 2977 occurs 168 times in all).

In the Prolegomena of BHS is the Index siglorum et abbreviationum masorae parvae (“Index

of the Signs & Abbreviations of the Mp”). This lists most of the words and abbreviations

used in Mp in alphabetical order, and glosses them into Latin. Glosses for these Latin terms
are listed in “An English Key to the Latin Words and Abbreviations and Symbols of Biblia

Hebraica Stuttgartensia” (Ruger 1985), which is printed as a separate booklet, or included

in newer printings of BHS immediately following the Latin index.

Superscript numerals in Mp (cf. Gn 37.20: 2°7) refer to the first set of footnotes in BHS,

which consists of a list of notes in the form: “Mm” followed by a numeral (in this case “Mm

276”). These refer in turn to numbered lists in G. Weil (Massorah Gedolah. Vol. 1. Rome:

Pontifical Biblical Institute, 1971), which lists the verses containing the occurrences of the

form described in the note. You can check this quickly with a modern concordance (e.g.,

Even-Shoshan).

P in Mp stands for gere, Aramaic for “Read!” (X7, ms imperative), and means that the

vowels in the text should be read with the consonants written above the P in the margin.

The consonants in the text are known as the ketib ('3, “[that which is] written”), which is a

combination of consonants and vowel points that cannot be pronounced as written. The gere

“corrects” the problem by suggesting the appropriate reading, but putting it in the margin

meant that they did not have to change the consonantal text. These qere/ketib readings are

important in textual criticism; they are referred to as Q and K, respectively, in the textual
footnotes. In Gn 39.20, for example:

Interpretation Masora Lemma

Read "M10R as though it were written "1°OR. The text (K) has the conso- MONR Bmhieh
nants of the Qp Ptc (7O, prisoners; as in ‘Gn 40.3, 5); the Masoretes P ‘
preferred the tradition that read this as mp of the noun 7O, prisoner,

which occurs in Gn 39.22. [For further examples, see “Enrichment”, below.]

Finally, remember that although you can use a lexicon, Hebrew concordance (e.g., Even-
Shoshan, Mandelkern), or electronic database to look up the form that is described in the
note, such resources had not yet been invented when the Masoretes were at work—a testi-
mony to their knowledge of the text!

29.1.2 The Ending Masora
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1.

At the end of every biblical document, the Masoretes appended a list of statistics for that
text. In order to help them ensure that they had not left out or doubled any verses, the scribes
counted the number of verses (2'P1021 pastigim, marked off by sof pasilq), and wrote the
total at the end, as well as the first word(s) of the middle verse (1", and its half). A scribe
could thus determine which half of the document had an extra or missing pastiq. [Pastigim
do not always correspond to verses, since a few “verses” do not end with sof pastiq).

They also totaled the sédarim (2°970) for each text, “reading sections” for reading through
the Torah on the Sabbath in three years, which are marked by a large samek in the inner
margin, “crowned” by a sideways gamesi, and numbered by small Hebrew letters within
square brackets. One of these (#33) comes at Gn 37.1, which also coincides with the beginning
of a much larger unit called a paras (marked W72 in the inner margin), which were used
to read through the Torah on the Sabbath in one year (p°rasot were not listed in the final
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Masora). Within the text block a Hebrew numeral in small letters records the number of
pastiqim in the previous paras (1P = 154 pasiiqim).

3. Since the Masoretes treated the Minor Prophets as a single entity—“The Twelve”—their
final masora lists only the number of verses; Malachi also lists the central verse for the
entire prophetic corpus (Joshua — Malachi) and the number of s’darim for the Twelve. More
elaborate lists follow Deuteronomy and Chronicles.

4. This is the ending masora for Qohelet (Ecclesiastes):

[=hihle}=lni=hiele] The total of the “verses”
359 90 buj of the work [is] 222

ey oy rem and its middle [ half [is the verse that begins]
292D Y N

lnfi=hinine) and sedarim [are] 4.

The superscript () at the end of the line that identifies the middle verse (1"317) directs us to #21 in
the first set of notes at the bottom of the page—the apparatus for the Masora Magna, which then
sends us to Qo 6.10; where Mp reads 0°P1092 72077 "8 (“the middle of the work in verses”).

29.2 Masoretic Numerals

These are the values of the letters of the alphabet in the masora (note the superlinear dot that
indicates their numerical function).

Numeral Value Notes Numeral Value Notes
N 1 used in combinations only (see M- P 100-400
'7, below)

ul 2 On™ 3 see below. LY

o -2 3-9 o 600
3 10 ] 700
S 20 q 800
5 1 used alone for unique forms ]) 900

30 used in combinations for 31-39 N 1000 The dot is supposed to be slightly

(e.g., N7 =31) larger than the numeral for “one”
(and so down the alphabet); some
traditions use two dots to show
thousands; in BHS the letter’s
position shows that it refers to
thousands.

Ia) 40 This can also be an
abbreviation for 113, from; the
combination 1 2 means either
“two of” or “except for, with
the exception of”.

3 50 3 2000
% .8 60-90 ete.

29.3 Summary

The Masoretes’ aim was to safeguard the continued integrity of the biblical text as it was copied
by hand from one MS to another. Thus was the biblical text preserved for many centuries until the
printing press began to make their work superfluous. With the passage of time, the masora came
to be viewed as more ornamental than helpful, and [at least some of] its purpose and function was
lost. We pay attention to the masoretic notes because they offer ancient suggestions about difficult
readings (e.g., gere/ketib), because they signal unusual forms (e.g., male’hasér), and because they
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may point out interesting statistical coincidences that we might otherwise overlook (e.g., the clause
7OR2 2P0 "M, “there was a famine in the land”, occurs twice in the Bible, Gn 12.10; Ru 1.1).

29.4 Vocabulary
rise, stand P .443 | goat; goat hair Ty 435
be /become high, exalted 0 444 | be wonderful, amazing, miraculous x‘?TB .436
run 70 445 wall, city e 437
put, place, set (cf. [1MW)10 DY .446 | wash (oneself) yon 438
turn (back), return, repent oW .447 | rest; stop (doing something) n;@' .439
sing, chant il ram’s horn (“trumpet”) WTB?D' .440
song, chant (n.) il e inherited | owned property (real estate) R 441
put, place, set (cf. 2°0) W .449 | friend (n), familiar (adj); chief (n) ﬂﬂ'?t_{ .442

29.5 Exercises

1. Using the final masora, how many verses (2°2102) and reading sections (2'770) are in each

of these biblical books? Locate the middle verse and its page no.

Book [=iiehie} [mhininte} Middle verse (1°317)
(“Verses”) | (“Sections”) | Ref. Page no.
Genesis
Kings
Ezra-Nehemiah

2. Interpret one or two masoretic notes on the assigned reading passage, and check their accu-
racy with a concordance or electronic database (see the example on the next page). Do any
of them affect the reading or function of the text? If so, how, and how will you determine

which reading to prefer?

29.6 Enrichment: The Masora Marginalis to Genesis 37.18-22

Interpretation Masora Lemma V.
[This word is written] seven times “defectively” [12] (i.e., with mhig=ielai) pron 18
holem rather than holem-waw]) in Torah. You could find the other

six occurrences (Gn 22.4; Ex 2.4; 20.18, 21; 24.1; Nu 9.10) in a

Hebrew concordance. Checking all of its occurrences shows that the

note refers to the entire form (preposition + adjective).

[This word occurs] three times in the Bible (cf. Jr 1.5; 13.16). 3 miglisju]

[This word is written] seventeen times “full” [R51] (also called 2 Bn DTT’BN

plene, Latin for “full”), i.e., with the vowel letter ¥. The occurrences
are listed in Mm #250 (the same form and note occur in cf. Gn 37.6).

190. Although these two verbs are nearly synonymous, N"¥. occurs more than 550 times, whereas N

occurs only about 80 times (and never in a book in which *2. does not also occur).
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This is the only occurrence of this form in the Bible. 5 JBD;DT]

[This word is written] two times defectively [Q0] (i.e., without the o 3 ﬁﬁ?ﬂL)DU 19
vowel letter [holem without waw]) in the Bible (cf. Gn 42.9).

This form occurs twice in the Bible (cf. Gn 24.65) 3 T'T_bej

This is the only occurrence of this form in the Bible. 5 N 20
This form occurs four times in the Bible (cf. Gn 37.33; Ezk 15.5; 9 q,‘m'j:}_{_
19.12). T

This form occurs four times in the Bible, listed in #276 (cf. 2Kg 7.13; 205 RN

Is 41.23; 66.5). o

This form occurs three times in the Bible (cf. Gn 37.8; Dn 2.2). 3 vn?j'jg

This is the only defective occurrence of this word (i.e., without the 5 5 qn'?gu 21

vowel letter ) in the Bible. Even-Shoshan’s concordance shows that
this is the only time that a form of 533 could have the yod but does
not.

This form occurs twice closely following [i.e., immediately after] the 509 23 lepjr’7 o 22
accent zarga (over 127 it is the “hook”, and occurs right before
words marked with segolta—the “upside-down supra-linear segol).

This form occurs three times in the Bible (cf. Ezk 18.31; 20.7). 3 n:*'?w'n

This form occurs fifteen times in the Bible (the numerals are rjP T 3 ™
reversed to avoid abbreviating the divine name), three of which T'
[F312] have games (abbreviated 1272).

None of these notes affects the readings or interpretation (content) of the text, although they should
keep a scribe from changing less common forms to match what was more familiar. This may seem
mere pedantry in a world after Gutenberg; it is nonetheless a reminder of the faithfulness of many
generations of now-unknown scribes without whose work the Bible as we know it would not exist.
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Lesson 30

I->/7 VERBS

Like I-) roots (Lesson 26), I-'/1 verbs are weak whenever the initial letter of the root is followed by
silent sewa—that is, throughout the H-stems, as well as in some forms of gal (F, Pr, V, NC) and
nifal (P, Ptc). They are strong throughout the D-stems. Some I-) forms therefore look just like I-
forms, but whereas I-J forms tend to have two radicals with dages forte in the first letter, I-> forms
tend to have a long prefix vowel, without a doubled second radical.!*!

Stem

D, Dp,

Q
N

Dt

H, Hp

Weak Forms Strong Forms
F, Pr, VINC,NA] P, Ptc[NC, NA]
P, Ptc F, Pr, VINC,NA]
None All forms

All forms None

30.

1 Nifal, Hifil, Hofal (N, H, Hp)

The original initial - appears as a long vowel in N P and Pte (-1-), and throughout H (-3-) and
Hp (-3-). The other forms of N are strong, with doubled waw [+ games] (-)-) as the first radical. The
long prefix vowel, or the doubled waw, is the main clue to the presence of a I-* root:

Prefix Vowel | Stem Conjugations

Prefix/
M N
H
) N
- m N
-9 - H
I Hp

perfect, participle

1cs imperfect, preterite

imperfect, preterite (strong, with doubled -3- for initial -)
imperative, infinitive construct

all forms

The skeleton paradigm of these stems illustrates the basic principle:

V2

Q N H Hp

w‘s
P 3ms
F 3ms
A% 2ms
NC
Ptc ms

W awn 2w own
g DUy 2w ouw

W owm owim
nay  ouWm o 2w 2N
lri W 2w UM

191. This chart of weak and strong forms is identical to that for I-J roots.

PUTNAM Book.indb 249

7/9/10 2:51:44 PM



250

Biblical Hebrew

30.2 Qal (F, Pr, V, NC)

I-» verbs are strong in the gal perfect and participle, which are therefore not discussed. I-* verbs
have three forms in qal F, Pr, V, & NC. Some verbs are mixed in type.

1. Type I (gal imperfect with sere). The prefix and stem vowels are both sere, and the initial -
of the verbal root is missing in Q F, Pr, V, NC. ‘:["?ﬂ is not I-7, but follows this pattern as well
(it is the only non-I-* verbal root that does this). The skeleton paradigm shows forms that

differ from the basic verb.

Qal Yawr  Von
F 3ms au ‘IB*‘
of's 2uwR oo
3mp 1y b
Pr 3ms nrnw ‘15’1
A% 2ms Jmlia] 'TL)
2mp p 1 B L
NC ny  nod

N.B.: Some forms of these roots look just like forms from I-) roots, and can be distinguished
from them only by knowing the vocabulary, or from the context. There is a paradigm of
similar forms from different roots in Appendix D.

2. Type Il (qal imperfect with patah). In these roots the initial " is a vowel letter in Q F, but disap-
pears in Q V and NC of some verbs. The prefix vowel is hireq and the stem vowel patah.

Qal |y v
Foo3ms | uwyw  uom
21 = YR
3mp W
Pro 3ms | upm W
Y 2ms W "}
2mp e
NC U e

3. Type III (original I-° roots). There are only six verbs of this type (21, 37, '75’, W, P, 1RY).
They all occur primarily in Q and H. Since the initial -* is present in all forms, either as a
vowel letter or consonant, these are also called I-* roots. The prefix vowel is hireq-yod in Q
(like Type II, above), and sere-yod in H.

\a Qal  Hifil
P 3ms :@: N
3cp pim R I My
F 3ms M niliohl)
2fs jmlel g = ol o)
3mp | em
Pr 3ms W™ M
\% 2ms miio) :@ﬂ;j
2mp NN
NC ay awn
Ptc ms 3{_{;4 nilis}n)
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These are all nineteen I-* verbs that occur fifty times or more in Biblical Hebrew, listed by

II1.30. I-* /" Verbs

30.3 Frequency

frequency.

gy sit, dwell, remain 1078x any  be(come) good 120x

N2 leave, go out 1055x =1y throw (D); thank (H) 115x

1y know 924x a0y remain, be left (N), leave (H) 106x

< bear, give birth, beget 488x Y}Jﬂ counsel, advise 82x

<7y go down, descend 380x =YY  shape, form, mold 64x

N=Y  fear, be afraid [of ] 377x moY  dispute (N); rebuke (H) 56x

WY subdue, [dislpossess 231x W2y be(come) dry 55x

no° add (Q), repeat (H) 212x MY throw; teach (H) 54x

ey save (H) 205x P3Y  serve (food); pour (liquid) 53x

59 be able, prevail 194x

30.4 Vocabulary
serve (food); pour (liquid) e 457 | belcomel dry, dry up (st. vb.) Yy 450
shape, form, mold 9%y 458 | know, understand vy 451
inhabitant, citizen, dweller (Q Ptc) Y 459 | be[come] good (cf. 23, 2MD) mii) 452
S(.we, deliver (implied: by winning a i dispute (N); correct, rebuke (H) MY 453
victory) (H) o =T
.460 : —

. L - repeat, do again (with inf. .
deliverance, salvation; victory mT.WU: const.); add (H): add (Q) ne? 454
remain, be left [behind /over] (N) oY 461 | counsel, advise o

. ———455
be[come] small, insignificant mm 462 advice, counsel sy
(st. vb.); small, insignificant (adj.) Vo O e, goous exit, depart wgv 456
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1. After learning to recognize the I-" verbs, locate and identify (parse) any I-* verbs in whatever
biblical passage your teacher assigns.
2. Gloss these verses, parsing all verbal forms.

S2 15.19; *721 foreigner

Ps 100.3; MY71 flock; pasturing,
shepherding; pasturage

Ps100.4

NN TIONTER Ton Ik
AN T2 TPRTEY S

DVIOR NIT TITD W
NN 12 wppRIT
APPUT REY Y

7702 MUY N2
TPIna TN
Ay 1292 i
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Jg 7.4

Josh 7.12; ﬂWSJ [back of | neck

Dt 31.2

1 Sam 9.16; 7’3; leader; Benjamin,

Israel, Philistines

Gn 39.11

Gn 25.19; Abraham, Isaac

Jg 13.9; Manoah

Jr 15.20; T7152 fortified;
2" overcome (without a
complementary NC)

Gn 46.4; Egypt

Is 9. 5 'T'WW?Q rule, dominion;
DDW shoulder 'TSJ‘D.N <IN+,
Eternal Father

Gn 3.5; PR, open (vb.)

Ezk 39.7; 551, pollute, defile
(les HF)

Jg 10.13

Josh 17.12; '7&", be determined,;
Manasseh, Canaanite(s)

1 Kgs 19.11; P78, tear/break
off (D)

Biblical Hebrew

37 opn T PN MmN
.o Sx DPIR T

EiR el Sl g 75* ) Tbx MR WK M

Tep 75TRS T oTOR RN 5:1
iy XS N1

DR e5 PS5 Sxwr w2 B 8,
o2t M5 ner A

DI DI MY 2MWYY TINRTID DIOR RRY
X125 PRgS Tir Sowews
YT TTITN TR0 NS N T 1

1273 PIND WR TOR MOUN M npD
St my-5y RS nmn
DnThE T WUPN YR
DOX INPYS TN D MYTIN TRD 03

IMoRGR MipyS mmaT ®an Mo oD
MN22 OU M2T WD WNR PR

PIETIR TSI o0

M 5P oToRT pnun
TURTTON Ty nw‘:m -|x‘m X2
IR PR TN I TR nowt R

TSI NYm it M ovh e
‘1‘9 PR T‘:x M™oN
STTTORY 79T ‘[SJ’WT‘I5 TN TN

TOUR TDINY RIS POV TN U2

N5 12 N A

MoYSy mawnT Tm

TWhIR 7923 SR PUT RDD Y RPN
mbw b

W OO5oR OP2 D oTOR YT D
:p7) 29 YT nﬂ‘:x: DR 02y PR

OxTY My TIN2 YT WP DYTINY
TI WIRRYTN SRS
SORAE WTR MM RTD oY W

DR DTN TT2UM) NIR OnatY opN)
:DoMX DUIS oKD 195

MONT DTN WINS w2 190 X
NTT PIND MWD DT oN
TIT 80 TR TR NS TRNT
BT PIRER PIMY 21T M 92y MM mm

.10

a1

12

13

14

15

.16

17

.18
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Pr 27.1; 112, tomorrow S o Shanmox 19
o o pIn RS 3

Gn 12.19 NG D ANN MR NI MAN DN R 20
2 MR TN T D)

30.6 Enrichment: Pay Attention While Reading

One way to strengthen our grasp of Biblical Hebrew is to choose some aspect of grammar or syntax,
note its occurrences as we read, and analyze its function. Paying attention to one aspect of the text
will encourage you to pay attention to other things as well, but—and far more important—it will help
you form a view of how Hebrew actually functions, as opposed to merely reading a description in a
book and translating a few exercises. If we then write a brief description of our results; we have a
resource on the grammar or syntax (or even vocabulary) of a biblical book (with a cross-reference in
your favourite reference grammar or lexicon), so that we can interact with statements like “The parti-
ciple in ... always/never/rarely ...” based on our knowledge of what actually happens in the text.

We might, for example, try to note all of the asyndetic clauses in a passage to see if they have anything
in common, such as type of material, morphology, syntax, or some other characteristic. Or to describe
the function of the infinitive construct in the book of Judges, or the participle in Jonah (below).

This is an example of how you might describe all of the participles in the book of Jonah.

Participles in the Book of Jonah

As noted in Lessons 11 and 12, the participle (so-called) in Biblical Hebrew has three functions,
which are precisely the same as the functions of the adjective, hence it is often called a “verbal
adjective”. Its three functions are: (1) verbal/predicate; (2) nominal/substantive; and (3) adjectival/
attributive. In a syntagm of a different type, it (4) accompanies the verbal root Ayh, apparently as
a temporally specific parallel to the verbal/predicate function.!%?

This paper tests the validity of the three-fold division of participial function in Biblical Hebrew
by reviewing all of the participles in the biblical book of Jonah. Only the first three functions occur
in the book of Jonah, as this table shows:

Attrib. | Pred. | Subst. | hyh

2 10 1 ---

15% 77% 7.5%

Description

The first and last participles in the book are attributive / adjectival; both are anarthrous, describing
a grammatically indefinite noun: “a ship [that was] going to Tarshish (1.3). The second modifies
YuwH, but here Jonah refers to him as “a god ... relenting [who relents] over the evil” (4.2), which
follows four other attributes: “a god [who is] gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and great
in lovingkindness”. Since the phrases all modify the anarthrous 52_1: “god”, they are themselves
anarthrous and attributive.

The single substantive/nominal occurs in the poem found in Jonah 2. The participle D*BUR
“those who regard” is the only piel occurrence of the root “MUW/§mr in the Bible. (This substan-
tive function of the participle is extremely frequent in biblical poetry, apparently as a means of
syntactic compression.)

192. The “predicate adjective” function is rarely fulfilled by hyh + adjective, but rather by the verbal/
predicate function of stative verbs. This (the fourth) function does not occur in the book of Jonah.
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The majority of participles in Jonah (8 or 10/11) are predicate /verbal, functioning as the pred-
icate of their clauses. The repeated hendiadys Y23 '[51‘I “continuing to rage/storm” (1.11, 13)
accounts for four of these occurrences. If they are counted individually, they account for ten of
thirteen occurrences; if they are counted as “compound” forms (i.e., as genuine cases of hendiadys),
they account for eight of eleven.

These predicate participles modify pronominal subjects (1.10, 12; 3.2, 9), nominal subjects
(1.11a-b, 13a-b, 3.4); one occurs in a syntagm that is difficult to 1dent1fy =i inb! ‘]‘9 1 “What’s with
you—asleep?” (perhaps i.e., “Why are you sleeping?”), but in which the part1c1p1e being masculine
singular, seems to modify the 2 ms pronominal suffix that is the object of the preposition.

All of the participles in Jonah can be assigned to one of the three functions (above); there are no
“exceptions” or unexplained “remainders”.

Examples (all)

A P s | H
A e
P DT TP 95 R | 1.6
P M3 R M ehn v | 110
P(bis) Mp0Y 7597 o7 > | Lllab
P s DM bohn b A 1.12
P(bis) ;oY Wby 799 ot o3 | L13ab
s H2TYY 0700 RYDRT omen | 29
P SOR 727 DR WK | 3.2
P IN2DMY MM OF DWAIR T MR | 34
p 1R 1 2w n*ﬁ%ggg onNn 2wy | 3.9
A DOBR TIN DI PATTON AN 2 Ry | 42
MYITOY Bm TR

In this case, the goal is not to establish a new theory of participial function, but rather to force
ourselves to pay attention to how the text means what it says, how the author used his language to
convey his message, and thus allow us to learn how we ought to expect that language to function as
we read other parts of the Bible. It is obviously much easier to do this for a short book like Jonah
than for, e.g., the book of Judges, with nearly two hundred participles. But the work that we do on
Jonah ought to prepare us for the larger task of studying Judges.

Nor is it necessary to do this for an entire (long) book. Looking at the function of wayhi or of the
participle (as here), or of any particular aspect of syntax or morphology for a few chapters will both
stretch and strengthen our understanding of how Biblical Hebrew “works”.
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Lesson 31

GEMINATE (¥"Y) VERBS

Geminate verbs have the same consonant as their second and third radicals, such as YY" and 222
(the term “geminate”, or “twinned”, reflects the theory that they were coined from biradical roots
by repeating the second radical). They are strong in three forms of Q P (3ms, 3fs, 3cp), and in Q Ptc
and NA. They are weak in all other stems and conjugations. Some verbs occur in polel, polal, and
hitpolel, like the hollow verbs (above), others (e.g., 5 1, praise, '7'75, pray) occur primarily in the
regular D-stems and so look like the basic verb (i.e., all three radicals are present in all forms).

31.1 Forms

The prefix vowel of the geminate verbs is nearly always the same as that of the hollow verbs
(Lesson 28); a “helping [anaptyctic] vowel” joins PGN endings to the verbal root (-1- in perfect; -* -
in imperfect, preterite, & imperative). The second and third radicals often coalesce and are written
once with dages forte. The verbal root occurs in three basic forms:

Form of the Verbal Root | Occurs in

20 | forms without PGN endings
-20 | forms with PGN endings (but not imperative)

220 | afew forms (all forms in the D-stems)

This skeleton paradigm illustrates these characteristics:

V220 Q N H Hp Po
P 2ms niao piao)  miaen PizoWT padi
3ms 220 bp 203 miety! mlotiy 220
3cp WO P ey 13O 13 133®
o oy ot} to) o1 239
F 3ms T ' T ;
to)
2fs 2200 20M '3DN "0 “33%on
2fp n3°20n nr32N MrA0N P20M 1I220N
V 2ms ule} nloly] on 220
NC o) toty 207 220
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31.2 Geminate Verbs in Qal

Qal 230 V55p

P les niao nizp

2ms ghiols) nio

ofs ni2o nis

3ms ute) 230 52

3fs TR MR AR

lcp 1920 Ni5p

2mp opiao opisp

ofp niao niop

3cp WO 1w WP

F les 20N 2R 5PN

2ms il mtolgl Son

2fs 2on caem opn

3ms 1o} ntc) )

3fs R R Spn

lcp 203 Rlob 521

2mp mwon  mon 1opn

2fp mrIoR mIen AIroRR

3mp mer wer e

3fp mrEen  msen Areen

Pr 3ms oM oM Son
A% 2ms ulo)
2fs pinte)
2mp 12D
2fp nreo

NC 1) 55

Ptc ms 220 '7|?

Qal participle and infinitive absolute are strong, as are qal perfect forms with vocalic or no
PGN sufformative (i.e., 3ms, 3fs, 3cp).

The stem syllable looks like the second syllable of the basic verb (patah in Q P, holem in Q
Fand V).

The three forms of the qal are compared in this table (their vertical alignment is merely for
convenience; it does not imply that these would have been thought of as “types”).

The middle column shows alternate forms, which in Q imperfect, look exactly like I-J roots
(cf. SDJ, §26.1); they can be distinguished only in context by knowing the vocabulary.
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31.3 Geminate Verbs in Nifal
This is a skeletal paradigm (the full paradigm is in Appendix D).

Nifal Ninlule)

P 3ms 28]
lcp ﬁlﬁBQJ:

F 3ms ulo)y
3mp 12

Pr 3ms 20M
A% 2ms aen
2mp 1207

NC mlo)yt
Ptc ms JTD;

1. The prefix looks exactly like the hollow verbs (games or Sewa in nifal perfect and participle;
hireq with doubled first radical in all other forms).

2. Some forms (e.g., 3ms N F) look exactly like 3ms Q F of a I-3 verbal root (cf. 58", he will
fall).

3. The stem vowel is patah, except in N P forms with consonantal PGN endings (see paradigm,
above).

31.4 Geminate Verbs in Hifil & Hofal
This skeleton paradigm lists the H-stems of both 220 and 23 for comparison.

Hifil Hofal

V220 bl V220 =gl

L M0 NI niaem N

3ms pt oty S sy BN 1ok o SR it b

F 3ms le) 3\@': 207 Y

3mp pi=) Y 1T W

Pr 3ms -
\'% 2ms o0 B
2mp 1207 120

NC 207 2 aun

Pte  ms 201 W oom opw

1. The prefix in Aifil looks exactly like the hollow verbs (sere in H P and Ptc; qames in all other
forms).

2. The stem vowel is sere or hireq (before consonantal PGN endings). It is similar to the hollow
verbs; geminate verbs tend to have sere rather than hireq as a stem vowel.

3. In hofal, the prefix vowel is always Sureq, as in the I-° verbs, and the stem vowel is patah
in all forms, so that Hp geminates without PGN endings look exactly like Hp of I-* verbs
without endings.
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31.5 Geminate Verbs in Polel, Polal, & Hitpolel

Geminate verbs that use these forms look just like hollow verbs. This skeleton paradigm lists forms
of a hollow verb (232) for comparison. Hitpolel (Pt) looks exactly like polel with the prefixes -Ni
(perfect, etc.) and -1 (etc.).

P-stems Ninlule) \/mP Pt (both roots)

P les | M230 “nnp "n32007

3ms 220 onp 22onn

Iep | M220 WP 122007

F 3ms 2 onpr mulelgy

3mp | 12207 Mnp? 1320m

Pr 3ms | 2200 onPM 1320mM
A 2ms 220 onp
2mp | DW3®D WP
NC 20 onp
Ptc  ms 23on  oppn

The only way to know whether a form in polel, polal, or hitpolel is from a hollow or geminate
root is to know the vocabulary (which word best fits the context) or check a lexicon (most
lexica cross-reference these forms to their putative root).

Polal, et al. occur with and without the vowel letter (). The stem vowel only distinguishes
the active (polel) from the passive (polal; not listed) when there is no ending, so that the
function of most forms must be determined from the context.

31.6 “Double” Verbs

A number of hollow, ITI-17, and geminate roots are apparently “double” verbs—different roots that
share some of their consonants and overlap in function. For example,

onm oI bein turmoil

OB MR break, destroy

M8 M8 bind, be in distress

220 120 be numerous, many
WY W goastray, sin

31.7 Identical & “Ambiguous” Verbal Forms

The results of the particular weaknesses of weak verbal roots creates two additional
complications:

PUTNAM Book.indb 258

1.

Forms can appear to be based on different verbal roots (one of which may not be attested).
For example,

20" 3ms qgal preterite < 220 He went around
looks like 3ms gal preterite < 303  [The root does not exist in Biblical Hebrew.]

Some forms of a verbal root can be parsed in more than one way—that is, they are ambiguous
apart from a context. A form may be located in more than one conjugation (below, N, )
or stem (below, DU, 5p). A form does not have several functions in a given context—its
cotext restricts every form’s function, but the same form may be ambiguous apart from its
context. This means that a form must be read and its function identified only within the
requirements of its context.
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o

3ms qal perfect
ms qal participle

He died

[one who] [is] dead

3ms gal perfect
ms qal participle

He sang

[one who] sings

o)

3ms qal preterite
3ms hifil preterite

He placed / set [someone/something] (one object)
He caused [someone] to place/set [something] (two objects)

o

3ms gal preterite
3ms hifil preterite

He went up (intransitive—no object)
He brought up (transitive)

31.8 Frequency

This is a list of all sixteen geminate verbs that occur fifty times or more in Biblical Hebrew, in
descending order of frequency.

22D  surround, go around 162x | oMM be complete, have integrity 64x
551 praise (P); boast (Dt) 145x | 98  wrap up, be hostile to, confine 61x
S5m  be defiled (N); defile (D); begin (H) 134x | 2R  curse 59x
VY9 be evil, wicked, bad 99x | I devastate, destroy, lay waste 56x
oOnY  be astonished, desolate 95x | MMM be shattered, dismayed 53x
L)L)P be light, swift; 82x | =Y measure 52x
slight, trifling, accursed
S5n  pray (Dt) 80x 197 shout (in joy, triumph) 52x
1n be gracious to, favor 77x | B  break out, burst forth (H) 50x
31.9 Concepts
anaptyctic coalesce double verbs gemination
31.10 Vocabulary
confine, constrain, wrap up, be hostile to R curse TN 463
distress, trouble; confinement s .469 | praise, exult in (D); boast (Dt) '7'?:!
enemy, foe 0y praise, glory n‘?nn 404
cecnrsod (et iy SN IR Gop 470 | measure T 465
shout (in joy, triumph, celebration) ];j 471 | surround, go around; encircle; :;To .466
turn around
be[come] bad, evil, wicked (st. vb.) m_]j 472 | pray (Dt) 5515
devastate, lay waste; cf. §21.1 ‘1‘_1(;7 472 | prayer n‘?gn 407
Z(j;f;ipgis;?{;@iescg}g;tonished, D?_ﬁ(y 473 | break out, burst forth (H) 00p 468
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31.11 Exercises

1. After learning to recognize geminate verbs, identify any geminate verbal forms in whatever
biblical passage your teacher assigns.
2.  Gloss these verses, parsing all verbal forms.

Jb 31.40; Job :2PR 2T Mwp 1
Nu 22.12; Balaam DY -=|'?p ) Dg‘;;-‘;;«g nm“;;s MR 2
:RIT M2 D oUIIN RN RS
Lv 9.24 mm ebn uR xsm 3
2abmaPNy "ouTTIR mamToy Soxm
:oME" ‘9:: 155*1 WM oYTOD RN
Ps 146.1; "UD1 is vocative TIMTIR WDy Hhn mmbbn 4
Gn12.3 RS T5EEY TEAn MO B
TRINT Aewn 53 73 15721
Ps 145.3; 15713, greatness; 7M1, PP TR INPTIRY TRn Shmy M by 6
searchable; searching
Josh 6.7 TUTTNR 1207 M2V oYTOR MR 7
Ps 114.3;7"Iﬂ§,back, rear (n.); Jordan Dﬁ:] b i =kin] .8
RS 20 17
Nu 11.11; R¥1 lacks its final X; 7205 v S MmOy Tk men 9
N, burden TrYa 10 onsn RS b
sby mn BYTo NI B
Lv 26.32 PINTTR AR mmjm .10
72 DI DR OY M
Ps 145.2; 7Y, age (a duration of time) T2 DT“'5D: A1
=1 ook TR 'TL)Lﬂm
Zp 3.14; Y37, shout; 1OV, exult; Zion SxI wen psTna w12
%W N2 b ‘7::: Top) TR
Jr 2.12; 271, dry up; WY, bristle TRD 1270 MY AREOY oMY my 13
[with horror] SN
Ps 37.22 PPIZY TORRR PIN WY M20an 0 14
Jr 7.26; 7, neck DIRAN MW7 NDY oR wny R 15
:OPIIRD WA DEWTIR WPN
S2 22.6; 92M, cord; 0P, precede, go MMTURR WRTR 30 DY Han .16
before; w’i?m snare; bait, lure; Sheol
Jn 2.4; 12UR, breaker (wave); 93, heap M2Y Yoy PoN TIWRSD w230 M 17
(wave)
Jr 21.4; 220, turn back, reverse SxIr oy MM mns 18

[Most of this v. is a quotation.]
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Dt 3.24; 5713, greatness (n.); the first TT2UPR NN DI AR M YR 19
occurrence of IR is probably causal R TN '[‘?'TJ PN
(because)

PINDY DER SN TN
MR TRYRD MR

Dt 15.10; '7'7]3,0n account of, because of; ﬁL) ‘[ﬁﬂ: '{335 SJW"N"W iS5 nn ]ﬁﬂl .20
Tr* n'vrm 5::11 jwm: 5:::

K1 8.35; I8V, be closed, shut up (N); '[5 INDTY D AR M x%w oMY I8YI3 21

9B, rain; this is not a complete TIGPR TTIM M DiPRaoN wﬁbamw

sentence, but the protasis [“if”-clause]

of a conditional sentence; the next verse

:0IUN D W DNRBI

contains the the apodosis [“then”-clause]

31.12 Some Encouragement

Congratulations! Having invested a great deal of time, effort, and energy (not to mention money) on
Biblical Hebrew, how can you continue to grow in your ability to use what you have learned?

1.

2.

Continue to read the Hebrew text aloud, in order to strengthen your ability to see and hear
“in Hebrew”.

Continue to gloss the Hebrew text into another language, preferably in writing, but orally
is better than nothing. Don’t worry at this point about getting every word, or even getting
every word “right” (when I first did this, I just skipped words that I didn’t yet know or
couldn’t recognize and often ran into the same root in another context and recognized it
there, so that I could go back and “insert” it in its earlier occurrence). It is more important
that you see as much text as possible.

Continue to develop a vocabulary base by learning the words in the passage that you are
reading. As you come across unknown words, check a tool such as Armstrong, Busby, & Carr
(1988) or a concordance to see how frequently they occur in Biblical Hebrew. If they are
relatively infrequent (fewer than ten times), you may not want to invest the time to learn
them, but if they have the same root of a word that you already know, you can add them to
your stock of vocabulary without much effort.

Use the reading notes (online at www.fredputnam.org) to review what you have already
read, and to explore new passages.

The most important contribution to growing in your understanding of Biblical Hebrew is
continued exposure to passages of text, not merely to a verse here or there. This is because
the minimal unit of communication is not the word, but the sentence, and in order to think
about how the biblical writers communicated, it is necessary to read their communications
as they intended them to be read—as stories, poems, songs, oracles, &c., not as isolated
phrases, clauses, or even verses.

The main benefit of seeing a lot of Hebrew is that you will gradually begin to say, “I've never
seen that before”, or “That’s the fourth time in this chapter that the author repeated that word
[syntagm, etc.]”—that is, you will begin to sense what is and is not significant, and to gain apprecia-
tion for the craft of the biblical authors. Since much of intepretation is asking questions about the
text, the greater your familiarity with that text, the more appropriate—and therefore helpful—the
questions will be.

You will also gain the ability to understand commentators’ remarks, since you will have a fund of
information on which to draw in interpreting both the accuracy and significance of what they say.
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Appendices

Supplementary Vocabulary. Ten lists that, together with the vocabulary lists in the lessons,
entail all words that occur fifty times or more in Biblical Hebrew.

Hebrew - English Glossary. An alphabetic list of all words in the lessons and Appendix A
of this grammar.

Glossary. Grammatical and linguistic terms used in this grammar.

Paradigms. Pronominal and verbal forms, including a brief comparison of the forms of several
weak verbs that may be confused due to their similarity.

Bibliography. An annotated list of [primarily] reference works on Biblical Hebrew and the
Hebrew Bible.
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Appendix A

SUPPLEMENTARY VOCABULARY

Supplementary Vocabulary 1

declaration, utterance; often in the

prophets as MY ON3 oON) 483 wickedness, guilt, iniquity N .475
there, in that place Dr? 484 | not ’53 476
area inside something else ‘pg also, even, indeed (adv., ¢j.) D1 477
.485
in, within, inside [always construct refixed interrozative particle
to the following word]; trad. in the qﬁn: P . g P -7 .478
. g (not directly translated) -
midst of
seize, take hold of W@D 486 | daily, by day, daytime (cf. 21") D?Tﬁ' 479
. bear, give birth [to] (of women);
ornament, decoration PONRDR 487 | father; become the father of (of "T'?: 480
o men)

?;ng,; edg;;l /end ;)}ﬁ}le.ga, garment Mz 481
tribute; [heave-] of fering N .488 em) or the earth/ an T

why? (1 +9) S S 482

Supplementary Vocabulary 2

[thel dark, darkness j!m'{ 496 | treasury, storehouse Wgﬁx .489
testimony, command, precept  puqyy ey 497 | [miraclous] sign DiX 490
(of divine law) ER
help, assist Y 498 | bind, tie, imprison ToN 491
cliff, crag, outcropping; rock ™8 499 | lion IR TR 492
end, edge; border nsp .500 | iron "DTW; 493
offering, gift (cf. Mk 7.11) 127 501 f‘(fffg;f’__;l”)‘ldmg > palace, temple b 494
slaughter, kill tmj(g' .502 | man (male); male being (animal) =il .495
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Supplementary Vocabulary 3

bury pi= 511 | cedar Tjg .503
horn (oft. as symbol of strength) ]1P 512 | belly, abdomen; womb ]D: .504
bow (weapon); rainbow nWP 513 | lot; allotment (what the lot reveals/awards) 5?1‘1 505
ride 227 .514 | property, possession(s) mpn .506
succeed, prosper; understand (H) 5;@ .515 | guard; obligation, duty mmm: .507
remainder, what is left (cf. INUY) H‘W_Zﬁflj .516 | afflicted, poor, humble Y .508
table ]I:T‘?W 517 | arrange, set in order 708 509
plunder, booty, spoil '7'?@ .518 | wvalley, lowland PDSJ .510
Supplementary Vocabulary 4
cistern, well (i.e., a hole dug for :
shoulder{blade] w2 827 water; cf. Gn 37.22; Jr 2.13) A Sl9
anoint nun 528 | man (male) 1:: .520
NB B .
here, in this place - 529 | dream D15U 521
1 = g
spread out fﬁjg .530 | favor, grace bind .522
tomb, grave (usu'ally hollowed out '1:? 531 remainder, left-over (n.) mink 523
of rock, not dug in soil)
assembly, congregation; refers to loaf, talent, region (all were, or
assembly of Israelite adult males L)m? 532 could be, roughly “circular”) 122 524
heal, cure (vb.) N2 533 foolish, szsolent (often 503 525
T substantive) 7T
, ; Y+ 5 B4 D) 25
female slave [ servant aew 534 according o (N2 + 5’ 8 +-3); s .526
L always followed by a noun g2l
Supplementary Vocabulary 5
stumble, fall, sway, rock, waver 5!@7; .543 | grasp, sieze, hold T[T?TQ .535
shield T 544 buijnt offering, offermg by fire (contrast muN 536
wT ﬂ@{{ , woman, wife) e
[young] girl, maid mbipl .545 | hill; [cultic] high place; Gibeah nyaa .537
e be defiled, polluted (N); defile, pollute
end; limit, boundary ?‘P .546 (D): begin (H) L}E}U 538
succeed, be effective /strong H‘?YB .547 | share, portion, part (cf. Pbg) P")ﬂ .539
Came be gracious to, compassionate toward,
Sheol Siny 548 . N 540
: favour; request favor /compassion (Dt) =
be complete, have integrity (st. vb.) 2NN be shattered, dismayed (st. vb.) N 541
~— 549 —
whole, blameless, entire mplalg large river (esp. the Nile) WY 542
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Appendix A 267
Supplementary Vocabulary 6
feast, festival; procession nmoan .557 | poor, needy, destitute, oppressed ]ﬁ’;g .550
violence, wrong, injury onr 558 | end, outcome poanaR 551
3 How? How! (either interrogative or
vow, oath T 559 exclamatory); iT2™N is the first word IR 559
’ in Lam 1, 2, 4, and the Hebrew title ik
[to] vow; swear an oath [vow m of Lam T
inherit, obtain L)Ij; .560 side (n.); beside, near (prp.) '73& .553
drink offering, libation ‘[OJ flee, run away 2 5654
~—— 561 .
pour [out] (as a drink offering) E(=) strength, power (cf. 03123, "33 723 555
plain, desert (often Jordan plain .
or valley & wilderness of Judah) n;jj] .562 love, loved one, beloved T 556
Supplementary Vocabulary 7
before, not yet (a following drive, thrust (a weapon); bizlg .563
imperfect functions as past: ) blow (a horn/trumpet) T
TS TR mon o gm0 | widow mnoN 564
Yahwh’s word had not yet been Shplek) HhalE e
revealed to him (Sam 3:7) female slave / servant R 565
undergrowth, thicket, woods WS._JE 573 | path, way Hj}i .566
thought, intention, plan .‘T:WI‘I?_: 574 | grapevine ]BJ .567
rock, crag, cliff Y58 575 | sow, plant (cf. VT, seed) y 568
highest (trad. Most High); upper ]1"?;,7 .576 | strong; hard P 569
. ) divide, apportion, assign
distress, trouble; labour '7?;}.7 577 (cf. ﬂp'?ﬂ) P?I:T 570
incense; smoke (from incense) njff)'A 578 | arrow; arrows D3N ymo 571
Supplementary Vocabulary 8
cease, stop (with inf. const.) ‘Djr:r .587 | prp. after, behind; last (adj.) ]ﬁt_‘jb_{ 579
new, renewed; fresh tL]':H:T .588 | Where lis/are]? R .580
shadow, shade 53 .589 trustworthiness, faithfulness TR 581
be angry, furious oy  .590 split, cleave bpa 582
horseman (coll.); horse uae 591 virgin, [marriageable] young a5ma 583
T woman L
reed (for measuring) mp 592 | camel LJfTQJT .584
tear (esp. clothing) uap 593 | cling/stick to P37 .585
fellowship [trad., peace] of fering D"?W .594 | honey Yam  .586
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268 Biblical Hebrew

Supplementary Vocabulary 9

break through, burst out (cf. destroy utterly [as belonging to

Perez; Gn 38.29)) o2 602 Yuws] (trad. devote to the ban) oo 595

smell, odor, scent 9 .603 wash, clean 022 .596

left [side  hand] ORBY 604 | measure (n.) (cf. TM) mn 597

worthlessness, in vain N .605 correction, discipline, instruction [0M 598

desolation, devastation; .

horror (cf. QMY) Ay 606 tomorrow 599

tooth; crag, outcropping ]ru .607 unleavened bread nsn o .600

do, make DB 608 | height (cf. D7) o 601
Supplementary Vocabulary 10*%

The function of this word is pedestal, socket [Ex] (N.B.: not .

unknown. [Pss] MR 616 | gen”, which is 113) 609

finely ground wheat flour = porch, vestibule (of the Temple [1

[43/53 in Ly, Nu] A2 BT R i, Erk) o>W 610

nakedness [Lv (32/54)] may .618 porch, vestibule [Ezk] D'?’}_; .611

corner, rim, side [Ex & Ezk b= .619 [tent] fabric/curtain [44/54 in Ex] ny .612

(63/86)]
pasture, uncultivated land [Josh ‘
east [Ezk (53/67)] T 620 | B e Y 613
. pfzcll;lln;:@ E)t};l[sptsr]anshterates LX: i 614
plank, board, beam [Ex (48/51)] v 621 | Y '
choir leader, conductor(?) [Ps] s .615

193. The words in this list occur fifty times or more, but they occur entirely or primarily in one or two
biblical “books” (identified in brackets [Ps]); the number of occurrences is given as a fraction following the
abbreviation of the title of the “book” (e.g., “Lv 35/54” (117Y) means that 177V occurrs 35 times in Leviticus
out of a total of 54 occurrences in Biblical Hebrew). A N
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Appendix B

HeBrEW — ENGLISH GLOSSARY

1. An alphabetical list of all Hebrew words in the lessons and Appendix A of this grammar
(i.e., all words that occur fifty times or more in Biblical Hebrew), together with one or more
glosses. [This is not intended to replace the need to learn to use the lexicon.]

2. Each gloss is preceded by an abbreviation (“n.”, “v.”, etc.) identifying its main function as,
e.g., “noun”, “verb”, etc.

3. followed by the number of the vocabulary list in which which the word is introduced (e.g.,
(8) = Lesson 3). An “S” before the numeral means that it appears in a supplementary list
(Appendix A).

4. Multiple forms are either alternate forms or singular and plural of the same word.

5. Unpredictable plurals (e.g., DWW / MUR) are listed twice—with their singular and
alphabetically.

6. Occasionally nouns that occur with both masculine and feminine forms are listed with both
(e.g., DO, MOD).

7. Gender is indicated only when the grammatical and morphological gender do not match.
Feminine nouns that do not end in 17_-or N_/, etc. are marked as “(f.)” (e.g., 7°¥); masculine
nouns with those endings are marked “(m.)” (e.g., 715’5)

8. If no stem is marked for the verb, the gloss reflects its function in the gal.

9. 1If a verb does not occur in qgal, it is listed without vowels (e.g., D2U).

10. Words listed with a numeral followed by “x” occur that many times in Biblical Hebrew (e.g.,
(2x) = two occurrences).

Abbreviations
adj. adjective N N-stem (nifal)
adv. adverb pl. plural
D D-active (piel) prn. pronoun
Dp D-passive (pual) prp. preposition
Dt D-t-infix (hitpael) Q qal
f. feminine Qp gal-passive
H H-active (hifil) st. vb.  stative verb
Hp H-passive (hofal) trad. “traditionally translated by/as ...”
m. masculine us. usually
n. noun v. verb
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270

n. father, male ancestor (2) (pl. ﬂ‘l:t;{)
v. perish (10)

v. be willing, agree (often with
NC) (25)

n. fathers (pl. of IR) (2)

n. poor, needy, destitute, oppressed (S6)

n. stone (cf. NV 1IN, Ebenezer, “the
stone of help”) (8)

n. lord, master; (my) Lord, Master (4)

n. humanity, humankind, man;
Adam (3)

n. ground (cf. BN, Gn 3.19) (8)
n. pedestal, socket [Ex] (S10)

v. love, like; desire (cf. Amnon &
Tamar) (9)

n. tent; occasionally home, house (4)
cj. or (18)
n. enemy (ms Q Ptc < 2'R) (6)

n. porch, vestibule [EzK];
also 02X (S10)

n. wickedness, guilt, iniquity (S1)
n. treasury, storehouse (S2)

n. light (18)

n. [miraclous] sign (pl. NINR) (S2)

adv./cj. then, at that time; formerly,
since; cf. TR1 (20)

n. ear, hearing (10)
n. brother, male relative (3)
n. one (17)

n. inherited [ owned property (real
estate) (29)

n. sister, female relative (21)

v. grasp, sieze, hold (S5)

n./adj. other, another (11)

prp. behind, after (7)

prp. after, behind; adj. last (S8)
n. end, outcome (S6)

Where [is/are]? (S8)

n. enemy (m.s. Q Ptc < 2'R) (6)
How? How! (interrogative &
exclamatory); 72X is the Hebrew
title of Lamentations (S6)

n. ram (12)

n. porch, vestibule [Ezk];
also 02 (S10)

adv. no, not; There is/was not
(opp. of W?); can occur with
pronomial suffixes) (16)
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2
TR

MmN
niaN
Tran

128

TR NI

BT

BoRD
178

2N

SR
N
2R
oo
1
N3N
T8
IR
™

TN

Y
Aty
NN
niny
TN
R
oR IR
1N
nenR
WOTR
2R

I A2
o
DR

TR TR

Where is/are ...?2

n. man (not Man), husband each
(as subject of a plural verb)
(pl. DUI) (2)

n. pupil [of eye] (3x); darkness (2x)
adv. only, surely (adv.) (18)

v. eat, devour, consume (3)

there is/are not /no; without (]’81:) (16)
adv. no, not (5)

prp. to, toward (7)

n. God; god, gods (used of YuwH, the
God of Israel, and of pagan gods) (2)

dem. these (cp) (13)

n. friend; adj. familiar; n. chief (29)
n. widow (S7)

thousand (17)

two thousand (17)

¢j. if, then (15)

n. mother; ancestress (9)

n. female slave [ servant (S7)

n. cubit; forearm (7)

n. trustworthiness, faithfulness (S8)

v. be trustworthy, faithful; steady, firm
(N); believe, trust (H)f (20)

st. v. be[come] strong, bold

v. say, speak; think (3)

n. truth; trustworthiness (20)
prn. we (1cp) (13)

prn. I (1cs); also ‘D§§ (13)

prn. I (1cs); also "IN (13)

n. men, husbands (2)

v. gather, take in (9)

v. bind, tie, imprison (S2)

(I) even, also; all the more (cj.) (6)
n. (IT) nose, nostril; anger (6)

n. end, edge, limit; 2 DB& but)
n. side; pr. beside, near (S6)

n. treqsurje; treasury, storehouse
(pl. NIEIN)

four (17)

n. chest, box; ark (of the covenant) (9)
n. cedar (S3)

n. path, way (S7)
n. lion (S2)

n. length (22)

N
YN

R
™
5ox
R
on

5x

5x n*r_‘bg

N
GEP
RN
o8
DEbN
oN
DN
RN
N
RbRIAT

1%

TN
N
Ny
iy
=
non
“oN
N
G
ooN
D3R
3N
P
TN
TN
i
MR
TR
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n. land (geo-political region),
earth (as in “heaven and earth”)

(f.)(2)

v. curse (31)

n. fire (4)

n. woman, wife (pl. D‘WQ) (2)

n. burnt offering, offering by fire (not
H@S) (S5)

rel. who, which, what; that, because, ...

(11

prp. with; sign of the direct object
(not translated); with suffixes -PNX
or -NNR (5)

prn. you (2ms) (13)
prn. you (2fs) (13)
prn. you (2mp) (13)

prn. you (2fp) [4/5x are in
Ezekiel] (13)

prp. in, by, on, against, ... (7)

n. garment, clothing (9)

prp.+n. on account of, because of
v. divide, separate (H)

n. cistern, well (hole dug for
water) (S4)

st. v. be/become ashamed (28)

v. choose (often introduces object
with 2) (12)

v. trust, be confident in/of (21)
n. security; also as adv., securely
n. cattle; animals (10)

v. come, go [in], enter (28)

n. belly, abdomen; womb (S3)
before, not yet (3 + V) (S7)
prp. between (7)

v. understand, discern (cf. ﬂ;ﬂ:lﬂ) (28)

n. house, home, household
(pl. 2°12) (2)

v. weep, mourn, wail (25)
n. [the] firstborn (20)
adv. no, not (poetic) (16)
adv. not (S1)

prp. apart from, except for,
without (16x)

adyv. not; ¢j. except, unless; us. ’ﬂ535 or

*N531 (with inf. const.) (16)
n. cult center (trad., “high place”) (23)
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TN

aR

R
R
R
e

.
PX
g
PN
=lghy
Pl
1N

T3
5512
592
992
Wia
igio!
jgfianl
mo3
aehe
Ni2
123
o2
I
I
m3
m22
152
b2

52

n53

2

n. son, male descendant
(cf. 12212, Benjamin, “son of [my]
right hand”) (2)

v. build (24)
n. daughters (pl. of N2) (3)

prp. on behalf of, about; away from;
behind (7)

n. master, owner, husband, Baal (10)
v. burn, consume (Q, D) (21)

v. fortify, reinforced (4x)

n. morning (9)

n. herd (large cattle) (10)

prp.+n. inside, within
(277 [g.0.1+ 2) (9)

v. search, seek (D) (19)

v. flee, run away (S6)

n. knee

. kneel (I: Q); bless (II: D) (19)

. blessing (27)

. covenant, treaty, agreement (6)
. split, cleave (S8)

. look for, seek, search (D) (19)
n. iron (S2)

n. flesh, meat (6)

v. proclaim, report, announce (D)

< < B B <

n. daughter, female descendant
(pl. PM2) (3)

prp.+n. within, inside ('['lﬂ + 3) (S1)
n. virgin, young woman (S8)
n. houses (pl. of M2) (2)

v. redeem, purchase as a kinsman-
redeemer; redeemer (Q Ptc.) (23)

st. v. be/become high, exalted (23)
n. boundary, territory (8)

n. mighty man, warrior (12)

n. strength, power (cf. 147) (S6)

n. hill; [cultic] high place (S5)

st. v. be strong, mighty; prevail over (-3,

D) 24x)
n. man (male) (S4)
n. band, troop(s)

st. v. be[come] large, great; adj. large,
big, great (adj.) (11)

n. greatness

v. chop [ cut of f

271

12

M2
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w2
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3
P2
P2
wp2
aik!
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702
1972
2
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52
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n. people [groupl, nation, folk (3)

v. reside as an alien; immigrate
(trad., sojourn) (28)

n. lot; allotment (what the lot
reveals) (S3)

n. heap (wave)

v. uncover, reveal [1] (24)

v. go into captivitylexile [11] (24)
adv./cj. also, even, indeed (S1)
n. camel (S8)

v. steal

n. thief

n. stolen thing

n. grapevine (S7)

n. alien; stranger; immigrant [a non-
native] (trad., sojourner) (28)

v. drive away [out (mainly D)

v. cling / stick to (S8)

v. speak (D;in Q only as ptc.) (19)

n. word, thing; event, affair, matter (2)
n. honey (S8)

n. grain (i.e., wheat, spelt, rye, barley)
n. love, loved one, beloved (S6)

n. generation, life-span (12)

n. door{way] (14)

n. blood (8)

v. destroy, cut off

=]

. knowledge, understanding (14)

v. walk, step on, tramp; cause to march,
tread down, tread [string] a bow (H)
(21)

n. road, way, path, journey; custom (f.)

3)
v. seek, inquire (cf. Wj‘m) (12)

art. the (also -1, -77) (4)

pref. interrogative particle
(untranslated) (S1)

n. breath, idol; vanity (27)
prn. ke (3ms); dem. That (13)

she (3f's pers. pron.); that (dem.) [the
first form occurs primarily in the
Torah] (13)

be, become (often with '7), happen (10)

n. large building; palace, temple
(usually called N*2) (S2)

Is not ...? (NE + interrogative -i7]) (13)
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"3 | v.come, go, walk, travel (3)
- | v praise, exult in (D); boast (Dt) (31)
[to] here
'7jﬁa they (3mp pers. pron.); those
L’JT (dem. pron.) (13)
=5 n. tumult, uproar; crowd,
: é* multitude (14)
ae they (3fp pers. pron.); those
22 | (dem. pron.) (13)
579% there is/was, here is /was (trad.,
233 | Behold!) (20)
233 | turn, overturn, destroy; change (22)
9233 | n. mountain, mountain range, hill
' i | country, highlands (i.e., not level land,
B2 | valleys) (13)
)| v kilL(12)
i)k
" | and, but, or, also, even ... (4)
P37 .
v this (fs dem.) (13)
937 .
n. dwelling (5x)
37 ifice (12)
. n. sacrifice
=g e
]3-:[ v. slaughter; sacrifice (14)
" | n.gold (8)
m= g
. this (ms dem.) (13)
B ber (8)
. | v.remember
n5= _
“ ¥ | n. man (male); male being
B7 | (animal) (S2)
TR | v. fornicate, engage in illicit sex (25)
noa | v, cry out [for help], shout (cf. PU3) (27)
- st. v. be/become old; adj. old; elder (11)
BEE strange, foreign; illicit (27)
. | n.arm, forearm; strength (14)
ERE .
o v. dawn, shine, rise (cf. ﬂjt?,ﬁ)
T | . sow, plant (cf. J7T) (S7)
n. seed (sg. & coll.) (8)
-1
. = | n.cord; property (area measured by
| cord)
L;:n n. feast, festival; pilgrimage (cf. hajj—
N1 | the Muslim’s journey to Mecca) (S6)
N7 | V. cease, stop (with inf. const.); hold
&’;T back, withhold (S8)
’ new, renewed; fresh (S8)
.
HTU n. month, new moon (6)
5507 | n. [eity] wall (20)
Nbp | outside (noun & prp.); street (12)

PNt
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mat
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v. see, observe, gaze [at] (25)

v. be[come] strong (st. vb.) (6)

adj. strong; hard (S7)

v. sin, miss [a mark] (27)

n. sin, error, fault; sin-offering (27)
adj. living, alive (19)

v. live, be/stay alive (24)

n. animal(s) [coll.] (22)

n. life, lifetime (always plural) (19)
n. strength; army; wealth (8)

v. writhe, tremble; [be in] labour (28)
v. wait [for] (D)

adj. wise, skilled (18)

n. wisdom, skill (cf. 243) (12)

n. fat (14)

v. be/become weak, sick, ill (25)

n. dream (cf. D7) (S4)

adj. wounded, slain, dead (22)

v. be defiled, polluted (N); defile,
pollute, stain (D); begin (H) (S5)

v. dream (cf. D151 (25%)
n. share, portion, part (cf. P'?TT'() (S5)

v. divide, apportion, assign
(cf. P5M) (87)

n. wrath, anger; heat (19)

n. male donkeylass (22)

n. violence, wrong, injury (S6)
five (17)

n. favor, grace (cf. 1377 (S4)

v. camp, encamp (cf. ANNA) (25)
n. javelin, spear (40x) -

v. be gracious to, compassionate
toward, favour; ask for favor, compas-
ston (Dt) (cf. I17) (S5)

n. love, loyalty, kindness (trad. “loving-
kindness”) (8)

pious, godly (32x)

st. v. be pleased [with], delight [in] (14)
n. arrow(s); pl. QY8 (S7)

n. half (17)

n. court, enclosure, settlement (18)

n. ordinance, rule, prescription [sthg.
prescribed, required, commanded] (20)

n. searching; understanding, compre-
hending

n.f. sword, dagger, knife (4)
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v.dry up

st. v. be[come] angry, hot (always 3ms
with “subject” indicated by —'?) (25)

v. destroy utterly [as belonging to
YuwH] (trad. devote to the ban) (S9)

n. disgrace, reproach, embarrasment (27)
v. account, regard, value, reckon (19)

n. [the] dark; darkness (S2)

st. v. be shattered, dismayed (S5)

[ceremonially] clean, pure (15)

st. v. be/become [ceremonially] clean,
pure (15)

adj. good (11)
st. v. be[come] good, pleasant (28)

st. v. be/become [ceremonially]
unclean, impure; adj. unclean,
impure (15)

n. uncleanness, impurity

before, not yet (often as QL) (S7)

v. [II] be determined / pleased;
undertake (H; with inf. const.)

n. [large?] river (esp. the Nile) (S5)
st. v. be[come] dry, dry up (30)

n. dry land (i.e., not the sea; cf. ¥2?)

n. ram’s horn; jubilee [marked by
blowing the ram’s horn]

n. hand, power, authority (2)

v. thank, praise, acclaim (H);
cf. 7717 (25)

v. know, understand; recognize (30)
n. YHWH (proper name of Israel’s god);
also Yah 12, 17 (4)

n. day; when (e.g., 012 + inf. const.
constructions); pl. 3"2?) (2)

daily, by day, daytime @1 + “adver-
bial” ending) (S1)

together; simultaneously (adv.) (20)

st. v. be[come] good; cf. 29t (30)
n. wine (16)
v. dispute (N); correct, rebuke (H) (30)

st. v. be able [to] (with infinitive
construct; Lesson 14) (15)

v. bear, give birth [to], become the
mother [ancestress of (of women);
become the father/ancestor of

(of men) (S1)
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n. (male or female) child (14)

n. sea (Mediterranean, Gulf of Aqaba,
Red Sea); west (pl. 23?) (4)

n. right (hand, side); south (16)

v. repeat, do again (with inf. const.)
(H); add (30)

prp. on account of, for the sake of;
because [of] (cj.) (22)

v. counsel, advise; cf. M3Y (30)

n. undergrowth, thicket, woods (S7)
adj. attractive, beautiful (fem. sg. DY)
v. leave, go out, exit (30)

v. serve/dish out (food); pour
(liquid) (30)

v. shape, form, mold (30)

st. v. fear, be afraid of (thing or person
introduced by 112, 381, NR) (15)

v. go down, descend (5)
n. moon, month
n. [tent] fabric/curtain [Ex] (S10)

v. possess, subdue; dispossess
[someone] (H) (8)

there is/are (opposite of 1"R) (12)

v. sit, live [dwell], settle, stay,
remain (3)

n. inhabitant, citizen, dweller
(Q Pte) (30)

n. deliverance, salvation; victory;
cf. W

v. save, deliver (implied: by winning a
victory); cf. Y (30)

straight, upright; honest (adj.) (23)

v. remain, be left [behind/over]
(N) (30)

n. remainder, left-over (S4)

like, as, according to; approximately
(with numbers); when (with infinitive
construct) (7)

as, just as, like; when (WW& + D) (11)

st. v. be/become heavy, severe; wealthy,
honored; adj. heavy, severe, etc. (15)

n. glory, honor, wealth (9)
v. wash, [make physically] clean (S9)

n. young sheep: young ram (m.; also
written 202); ewe-lamb (f.) (19)

in this way/ manner, thus, so (19)
n. priest (2)

v. be established, fixed (in place) (Q);
prepare (H) (28)
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o 1
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e
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n. strength, power (14)

¢j. for, because; that; but; since; when,
if (15)

n. loaf, talent, region

(all = “circular”) (S4)

n. all, each, every (n., not an adj.); -'73
with suffixes (2)

v. cease, finish, end, complete (often
with inf. const.) (24)

n. utensil, tool; container (5)
v. humiliate, trouble
like, just like; as; when (adv. & cj.) (21)

honest, upright, right (adj.); thus, so, in
this/that way (adv.) (11)

n. wing; hem (of garment) (S1)
n. seat, throne (16)
v. cover, conceal (D) (24)

foolish, insolent (often
substantive) (S4)

n. silver (8)
v. be angry, furious (S8)
n. palm of hand, sole of foot (10)

according to; as, just as (T'I;_- + ;J);
¢f. D% (S4)

v. cover (Q); atone [for] (D) (19)

n. cherub (probably a winged bull with
human head; not winged baby!) (14)

. vineyard (22)

. stumble, fall, sway, rock, waver (S5)

=]

v
v. cut, cut of f; make a treaty (6)
v. write (8)
n

. shoulder [blade] (S4)

prp. to, for (7)

adv. no, not (5)

n. heart (the center of the person, often
used where English uses “mind”) (2)

v. put on, clothe (oneself); wear (23)
v. fight (N) (20)

n. bread, food (6)

n. night (8)

v. lodge, spend the night (28)

v. capture, seize (19)

therefore (12 + ‘7, ¢j); not usually voli-
tional); for the sake of, on account of
(prp.); in order that/to (cj.) (18)

v. learn (Q); teach (D) (19)
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why? (also YD) (S1)
in order that, so that (18)

according to; as, just as (ﬂ@ + '?);
cf."B2 (S4)

before (temporal & locative), in the
presence of, in front of (3"18 + ?) (11)

v. take, get, acquire; buy; marry (4)

[ prp.] toward, against, opposite (Q inf.
const. + '?) (21)

n. tongue, language (23)

very, exceedingly (adv.); power, might
(n.) (18)

num. hundred (17)

then, at that time; formerly; since (T?s +
112) (20)

v. refuse (D)

v. reject, refuse (23)

n. anything

n. light [-source] (pl. NIINRM & IND)
prp. from (NN [with] + 12)

num. two hundred; cf. N1 (17)

n. entrance; west (of the sun)

n. flood (only in Gn 6-11 and Ps 29.10)
n. shield (S5)

n. pasture, uncultivated land;
produce (S10)

n. wilderness (uncultivated or
“unclaimed” land) (6)

v. measure; cf. 71712 (31)
n. measure; cf. 712 (S9)
Why? (27)

What? How? (also "2, ~113,) (13)

v. hasten, act quickly (D) [often in
adverbial hendiadys] (19)

v. move, totter, slip [metonymy for
death or destruction]

n. correction, discipline,
instruction (S9)

n. something appointed (place, time);
season (8)

v. die, be[come] dead; cf. D1 (28)
n. death; N = death of (12)
n. altar (4)

n. psalm (this transliterates LX) [Ps
only] (S10)

n. sunrise; east (27)

n. camp, army (9)
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n. tomorrow (S9)

n. thqught, intention, plan;
cf. 2WN (S7)

m.n. rod, staff (sign of office);
tribe (10)

n. rain

Who? (13)

n. waters of (const. of 2M) (4)

n. water (4)

v. sell (22)

st. v. be/become full; adj. full (15)

n. messenger (cf. ’:}?5'??_3, Malachi,
“my messenger”) (9)

n. work, occupation (12)
n. war, battle (5)
v. escape (N); rescue, deliver (D) (20)

v. reign, rule (as monarch, king), be
king (5)

n. king, monarch (2)

n. kingdom, realm; kingship, dominion,
royal power/authority; cf. '[5?73 (23)

n. kingdom, realm; kingship, dominion,
royal power/authority; cf. j'??TJ (23)

prp. from; than ... ()12 + prn. suffix) (7)
prp. from, out of; some of; than (7)

n. flight (cf. ON)

n. gift, offering, tribute (7)

n. choir leader, conductor(?) [Ps] (S10)
n. number, total; cf. 159 (16)

n. path, track

adj. [a] few, little (15)

prp. above (usually L?I_J?;i?;); higher
(adv., usually H?S:JT_J) (19)

m.n. work, deed, thing done; cf. TQY (8)
n. key(?); sthg. used to open (3x)

v. find (18)

n. standing stone, monolith

n. unleavened bread (S9)

n. command[ment], order; cf. TT]; (10)
n. sanctuary, holy place; cf. W"_TE (27)
n. place (5)

n. property, possession(s); cf. 132 (S3)
adj. bitter (cf. Marah)

sight, appearance; cf. TR7 (22)

n. spy (D Ptc; see 517)

n. height; cf. 217 (S9)
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n. open place (cf. 217)

n. pasture, shepherding; pasturage

n. oracle; burden (us. prophetic speech)
n. breaker (i.e., wave)

v. anoint (S4)

v. draw, pull [out]

n. dwelling; Tabernacle (6)

v. rule, reign (does not imply kingship;
of. 721) (5)

n. rule, reign, dominion

n. guard; obligation, duty; cf. MU (83)

n. clan, extended family (smaller than
a tribe) (6)

n.ju.dgment,justice;justly; custom; cf.
Lav 4)

adj. dead; cf. DI (27)

untranslatable particle indicating
volition (trad. “please”) (8)

n. declaration, utterance (S1)

v. prophesy (N); cf. R?23 (26)

v. look at, pay attention to (H) (26)
n. prophet; cf. X233 (9)

n. south, Negev (22)

v. report, declare, announce (26)
prp. in front of, before, opposite (16)
v. shine (not a III-17 verb)

n. leader

v. touch; reach, come to (26)

n. blow, assault; plague (26)

v. come near, approach (26)

v. be scattered (26)

v. [to] vow; swear an oath /a vow (S6)
n. vow, oath (also ﬁTJ) (S6)

n. [permanent] river; 711317 refers to
Euphrates (rarely N272 7173) (23)

v. rest (Q); deposit (H) (23)
v. flee (28)

n. wadi (temporary stream or its
valley) (11)

v. inherit, obtain (S6)
n. inheritance, property (9)

v. relent, be sorry, rue (N); comfort,
console (D) (20)

n. snake

n. copper, bronze (11)
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amn
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R
32U
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Efate)
12U
Suin
Suin
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b
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v. stretch out; turn (24) fmiiop)
v. plant (26) 3/ Ga))
v. hit, wound, defeat (H) (24) 12l
v. pretend (N); recognize (H) (26) b
n. foreigner 21
v. depart, break camp, travel (26) hvjo)]
n. young man (upper class) (9) 1:_]5
n. young, girl, maid (S5) b
v. pour [out] (as a drink offering) (S6) E(=>
n. drink offering, libation (wine .
poured/offered to a god) (S6) 9
v. fall (26) 53
n. life, self (f.); trad., soul (2) WDj
v. take one’s stand/place; be assigned JSJ
(N) (26)
v. lead (D) (26) ns
v. rescue, deliver; snatch (H) (26) 58
v. watch, guard, keep, protect (26) 28]
v. lift, carry; forgive (26) N
v. reach, overtake (H) (27) heliap]
n. leader, member of ruling class (21) &"QJJT
g 11;z1e2c§ Lof) la})cut up carcass] 3
n. women, wives (pl. of ﬂ@}{) (2) D’WJT
n. path, way 2]
v. give; put, set; make (sthg. into ...) (26) 1™
v. surround, go around; encircle; turn 290
around (31)
adv. surrounding, [all] around (21) :,::’gg
v. close, shut (Q); give into someone’s ';JO
power (H) (21)
n. horse, stallion (m.), mare (f.) (11) o0
ohle}
v. turn (aside); remove (H) (28) kle)
mng. unknown [Pss]; trad., Selah (S10) ﬂ'?D
n. rock, crag, cliff (S7) SJbD
n. fine wheat flour [Lv, Nu] (S10) h‘?D
v. lean on; support '[?JD
:; ;;rlfinfi ;L)umber, tell [recount]; —_—
n. scribe, writer, secretary; recorder (ms .
Q Ptc of 720) (12) B
n. scroll, document (trad., “book”) (10) 1;@
v. hide, conceal [oneself] (N, Dt); be A
hidden [ concealed (N); hide [someone] pigle}
(H) (20)
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v. serve (cf. 'T:SJ, ﬂ:ﬂ:y) (6)
n. servant, slave; cf. 712V (2)
n. service, servitude, labour, work (11)
v. cross over, pass through /by (4)
. other side; region beyond [sthg.] (14)

n
n. Hebrew (gentilic); Eber (proper
name)

n. calf

n. cart, wagon, chariot

n. age (duration of time)

prp./adv. to, as far as; until, while (7)
n. witness (27)

n. testimony, command, precept (of
divine law) (S2)

n. assembly (trad. “congregation”) (16)
adv. still, yet, again (18)

n. long /remote time; ages past (trad.
“forever”) (4)

n. guilt, trespass, sin (4)

n. bird, insect [any flying thing];
collective (27)

v. awake, arouse (28)

n. skin, leather (22)

n. goat; goat hair (29)

n. power, strength (14)

v. leave, forsake, abandon (7)
v. help, assist (S2)

n. eye; water-source, well
(cf.*7271°Y, En-gedi, “the well
of the kid”) (3)

n. city (f.); pl. @0 (2)

prp. on, upon, over; against;
concerning (7)

v. go up, ascend (24)
n. [whole] burnt offering (18)
v. exult, rejoice (cf. YL?STJ)

adj.? highest (trad. Most High);
upper (S7)

prp. with (7)

n. people [group], nation (10)
v. stand; stop (4)

n. pillar, column; cf. MY (21)
n. distress, trouble; labour (ST)
n. valley, lowland (S3)

v. answer (1) (24)

st. v. be humbled, afflicted; humble,
afflict (D) (II) (24)
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n. afflicted, poor, humble; cf. 7Y
(II) (S3)

. cloud(s) (22)

n. dust, dirt, soil (23)

n. tree (sg. & coll.), wood (5)
n

=]

. idol (only pl.)

n. advice, counsel; cf. }/‘S_J: (30)

n. bone; essence (i.e., the inmost
part) (23)

v. be closed, shut; restrain (N) (2)
n. evening (6)

n. plain, desert (often of Jordan plain/
valley & wilderness of Judah) (S6)

n. nakedness, weakness [Lv, Nu] (S10)
n. cities; pl. of MY (2)

v. arrange, set in order (S3)

n. [back of ] neck

v. do, make; act (24)

ten (17)

twenty (17)

n. time (i.e., a particular moment) (6)

now; MNP = therefore (us.), followed by
a volitional form (18)

n. corner, rim, side (S10)

v. ransom, buy (back) (25)

here, in this place (S4) NB
n. mouth (const. *B) (11)

v. scatter, disperse (instrans.) (28)

n. mouth of (cf. M2) (11)

st. v. be wonderful, amazing, miracu-
lous (29)

v. pray (Dt); cf. ﬂ'?Bﬁ (31)

so that not (i.e., |2 is a negative telic
particle, trad., “lest”) (19)

v. turn (25)
n. face, presence (alw. pl.) (3)
v. do, make (S9)

n. foot, step; time (i.e., once, three
times); twice (dual) (22)

v. do something [good or bad] for/to
[someone]; trad. “visit” (6)

n. bull; 17D cow (fem.; 22x) (20)
v. be fruitful, produce fruit; cf. "2
n. fruit; descendants (23)

v. break through, burst out
(cf. Perez) (S9)

277

nnTJ

W
"2y
Ty
o a8y
T8y
o3y

sy
209

a0y

mw
=hhi
‘:[1:]
0y
Ty

Yy

Chl
ny

gl

phl>
e
e e
n2

7B

B
xbB
5bp

e
i)
Sup
oye

oMY
WPE
"D
198

yoe

7/9/10 2:52:09 PM



278

v. break [ tear off (D)

v. break out, burst forth (H) (31)

v. spread out (S4)

n. horseman (coll.); horse (S8)

n. rebellion, revolt; transgression (14)
v. open (16)

n. opening, entrance (12)

n. flock (sheep, goats) (6)
n. army, host; military duty (4)
adj. innocent, just; righteous (7)

st. v. be[come] innocent, righteous, just,;
Justify, declare innocent, etc. (H)

n. that which is right, just, innocent;
righteousness (7)

n. innocence, righteousness (16)

n. noon, mid-day

v. command, order (D); cf. NS (24)
n. cliff, crag, outcropping; rock (S2)
n. shadow, shade (S8)

v. succeed, prosper; be effective /
strong (S5)

n. piece (trad. “rib”)

v. cry out [for helpl, shout (= PY3) (27)
n. north (16)

n. enemy, foe (31)

n. distress, confinement (31)

v. confine, constrain, wrap up; be
hostile (31)

v. gather, assemble (21)

v. bury; lay in tomb/grave
(see 73P) (S3)

n. tomb, grave (rock-hewn, rarely
dug) (S4)

holy (11)

n. east (S10)

v. precede, go in front of (D)

in front, east; eastward; also TT?Q'IP (14)

st. v. be/become holy; restricted
in use (15)

adj./n. holy (11)

n. [national] assembly (prob.
males over 20 years old); trad.
“congregation” (S4)

v. L wait for (D)

v. II be gathered, collect (N) (3x)
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n. voice, sound (5)
v. rise, stand (29)

st. v. be[come] small, insignificant; adj.
small, insignificant (30)

v. cause a sacrifice or incense to smoke
(D, H) (21)

n. incense; smoke (from incense) (S7)
v. vomit, spit up /out

n. wall, city (cf. Carthage < W:TU "R,
“new city”) (129)

adj. swift, light

st. v. belcome] light, swift; slight,
trifling, accursed (31)

n. reed (for measuring); cf. canon (S8)
v. acquire, get, buy; cf. MIPR (25)

n. end; limit, boundary (S5)

n. end, edge; border (S2)

v. break, shatter (D)

v. call, invite, summon; name; read;
proclaim (15)

v. meet, encounter (cf. n&jP5 as qal
NC: to meet); happen, occur (21)

v. approach, come near; of fer (H);
127 ©®
n. inward part (9)

n. offering, gift; cf. Mk 7.11; 277
(H) (82)

adj. near, close; cf. 27P (15)

n. horn (oft. as symbol of strength) (S3)
v. tear (esp. clothing) (S8)

n. plank, board, beam [Ex] (S10)

n. bow (weapon); rainbow (S3)

v. see (24)

n. head; peak, top (of a hill or
mountain) (4)

first (ord.) (17)
n. first; beginning (17)
v. increase, multiply (24)

n. abundance, multitude, great
quantity (16)

much, many (adj.) (11)

n. foot, leg; [male] genitals (9)
v. spy (D; cf. 533?3)

v. chase, persecute, pursue (16)
n. breath, wind, spirit (5)

st. v. be[come] high, exalted (29)
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v. run (29)
n. womb, belly, abdomen
v. wash (oneself) (29)

st. v. be/become far, remote,
distant (15)

far, remote, distant (adj.) (15)

v. sue, strive, contend (28)

n. [law]suit, strife, contention (28)
n. smell, odor, scent (S9)

v. ride (S3)

n. chariot(s); chariot force;
cf. 227; 12271 (S3)

n. creeping animal /reptile

v. shout (in joy, triumph,
celebration) (31)

adj. bad, disastrous; evil, wicked,

cf. U7 (1D

n. friend, companion (10)

n. hunger, famine (21)

v. feed, graze, tend; herd (24)

n. shepherd (Q Ptc) (18)

st. v. be /become bad, evil, wicked (31)
v. heal (S4)

v. be pleased with, like; cf. ]ﬁBj (25)
n. pleasure, favour; cf. 7137 (25)

only, surely (often begins clause) (27)
bad, disastrous, evil, wicked (adj.) (11)

v. be satisfied, satiated (14)

n. cultivated ground (trad. “field”);
contrast 7271 (5)

v. put, place, set (= ") (29)
v. succeed, prosper; understand (H)

(cf. L)DW) (S3)

n. success, prospgrity, well-being;
prudence (cf. 5::&7)

v. rejoice, be glad (16)

n. joy, rejoicing, gladness (18)

n. left [side /hand] (S9)

v. hate (16)

v. bristle [with horror] (4x)

n. lip, language; edge, shore (10)

n. official, leader, ruler (5)

v. burn (oft. specified with UR2) (21)

who, which, what (with dages forte in
the following consonant); = WWN (23)
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n. Sheol (S5)
v. ask [for], request (12)

v. remain, be left over (N); spare, leave
(H) (19)

n. remainder, what is left (S3)

n. rod, staff; tribe (10)

v. swear [an oath] (N) (10)

seven (17)

v. break, smash (Q, D) (16)

v. cease, stop [doing sthg.]; rest (29)
n. rest, sabbath (22)

v. devastate, lay waste (31)

n. worthlessness, in vain, to no
purpose (S9)

v. turn (back), return, repent (29)
n. ram’s horn (“trumpet”) (29)
n. bull, young bull; steer (14)

v. do obeisance [only Dt, with
metathesis and final
- TN (27)

v. slaughter, kill (S2)

v. be ruined, corrupt (N); ruin, spoil
(D); destroy (H) (20)

v. sing, chant (29)
n. song, chant (29)
v. put, place, set (= 2°0) (29)

v. lie down, sleep (with), have sexual
relations with (7)

v. forget (22)

v. rise early (H; often in hendiadys: “do
X early”) (21)

n. shoulder; Shechem
n. peace, health, welfare (29)

v. stretch out, reach; let go, send
(away) (3)

n. table (S3)

v. throw, cast, hurl (H) (21)

n. plunder, booty, spoil (S3)

n. fellowship offering (trad., peace
offering) (S8)

st/ v. be/ become whole, complete;
[relpay (D) (15)

three (17)

n. name; fame, reputation (3)
there, in that place (S1)

v. be destroyed, exterminated (N);
destroy, exterminate (H) (20)
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280 Biblical Hebrew
eight (17) MY | n. insight, understanding, realization -
n. report; rumor (sthg. heard) MY (cf. 1°2)
n. heaven(s), sky (5) D’?S!b' n. praise, glory; cf. '7"_7:7 (31) ﬂ‘?ﬂﬂ
st. v. be[come] astounded, astonished, ANy . thanl?s[glvlng] . N
dumfounded; desolate (31) n. area inside something else _Pn
n. desolation, devastation; horror (S9) TNy (cf. ‘:[111;3) SD T
n. [olive] 0il (12) T]?YJW n. abomination; something horrific (23) mapn
' . " 7| n.teaching, instruction; law .
v. hear, listen, obey (3) g (trad., “law”) (9) kg
v. watch, guard, protect (5) MY | ynder, beneath; instead of, in [the] "
n. sun (18) rm;w place of (7) -
n. tooth; crag, outcropping (S9) ];u n. [new] wine ohimilo
n. year (cf. AW WRT) (3) oy | [adv.]regularly, continually, always;
e v | @Toun ending a construct chain,

second (ord.) (18) W referring to sthg. that is repeated, milelgl
two; ‘J_Qj both (const.) (17) D’_;@' continual, or regular (e.g., 7‘?_313 TTE)SJ T
n. gate (of a city) (11) ol perpetual offering) (22)
n. female slave /servant (284) amau whole, blameless, entire (S5) =halg

. T | st.v. be complete, have integrity
v. judge (10) mu. (st. vb.) (S5) onn
n. judge (Q Ptc) (18) BRU | wander, be lost (25) n
v. pour [out]; shed [blood] (23) 72v n. ornament, decoration (S1) nﬁxan
v. water, give a drink [to] (H) (25) TIP!B n. prayer; cf. L’L?TD 31) ﬂ‘?Dﬂ
n. shekel (approx. 11.4g, 0.5 0z.) (17) BPW v. seize, take hold of (in order v
n. lie, falsehood; deception (23) ﬁPw to use) (31)
v. serve, minister to (D) (19) Py | V- drive, thrust (a weapon); blow (a yon
six (17) i horn) (S7) i

drink (24) Tﬂfﬁ n. tribute; [heave-] of fering (S1) at~bllgl
v. drin v T

. .nine (17 algl

num. two (f.) (17) ooy | T e a7) olily

The Most Common “Proper” Nouns

This lists all personal, national, gentilic, and locational names that occur fifty times or more in
Biblical Hebrew, in alphabetical order. The numeral with “x” in parentheses after the name is the
number of occurrences.

Abimelech (67x) 7512y | Elisha (58x) VYON
Abner (63x) M328 | Eleazar (72x) glPie
Abram, Abraham (235x) D72 | Amorite(sx) (86x) s
DTN | Asa (58x) NON

Absalom (107x) DISWIR | Esther (55x) “moN
Edom (112x) D98 | Ephraim (182x) BvSEN
Aaron (347x) 1R | Aram (“Syria”; 155%) DjN
Ahab (93x) ARTN | Assyria (152x) ﬂwg
Job (58x) 2R | Babylon (288x) LJD;
Elijah (7130 M5R | Benjamin (180x) a3
m;’vx Balaam (64x) DSTJ%.?.
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Bashan (60x)

Gad (85x)

Gilead (108x)
David (1031x)
Dan (78x)

Haman (54x)
Hezekiah (131x)
Heth; Hittite (62x)
Hebron (77x)
Josiah (51x)

Jehu (58x)

Judah (889x)
Jehoiada (56x%)
Jonathan (124x)
Joshua (247x)
Jehoshaphat (86x)
Joab (146x)

Joash (64x)
Joseph (214x)
Jacob (348x)

Isaac (112x)
Jeroboam (104x)
Jordan (181x)
Jerusalem (667x)
Jericho (57x)
Jeremiah (147x)
Israel (person, nation; 2513x)
Ishmael (56%)
Cush [Ethiopia] (54x%)
Canaan (163x)
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Chaldea [Mesopotamia] (89x)
Laban (54x)

Lebanon (71x)

Levi (353x)

Midian (67x)

Moab (199x)

Micah (3 spellings; 63x)
Manasseh (150x%)

Egypt (708x)

Mordecai (60x)

Moses (763x)

Nebuchadnezzar (5 spellings; 91x)

Naphtali (50x)
Ammon (122x)
Amalek (51x)
Esau (96x)
Philistine (294x)
Pharaoh (273x)
Zadok (53x)
Zedekiah (2 spellings; 63x)
Zion (154x)
Reuben (87x)
Rehoboam (50x)
Sarai; Sarah (53x)
Saul (406x)
Shechem (64x)
Solomon (293x)
Samuel (139x)

Samaria (112x)
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APPENDIX C

(GLOSSARY OF MORPHOSYNTACTICAL TERMS

The numeral in parentheses (6) indicates the lesson in which the term is introduced.

absolute
accent(s)

accusative

acrostic

active
adjectival/adjective
Adonai

affix

alphabet
anaptyctic

anarthrous
antecedent
apposition/apposed

article
articular

ascender

assimilation

attribution
bilabial

cardinal numeral
causative
circumstantial clause
clause

closed syllable
coalesce
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a word or phrase that is not “connected” to the rest of a sentence; i.e., not dependent
on anything else (9)

mark(s) in the text that indicate the accented [tone] syllable of a word, as well as its
logical relationship to the following word (27)

the supposed original function of the LocaTIvE i1- (7)

a poem or text in which each line or group of lines begins with the next letter of the
Hebrew alphabet; e.g., Pss 111,112, 119; La 1-4 (1)

another term for FIENTIVE (12)
any word used to modify another (9, 11)

“lord/master/Lord”; the vowels of this Word were combined with the
TETRAGRAMMATON, producing the form 11117, misinterpreted as “Jehovah” (3)

any morphological unit attached directly to another (e.g., the ARTICLE), so that
a WORD can be made up of as many as five ELEMENTS—a base or root, plus four
affixes (4)

the collection of symbols, usually in a static [traditional] order, that are used to
represent a language visually (1)

a phonetic element (vowel or syllable) added to a word, either to aid in pronouncing
it, or to make it more like other forms (31)

lacking the article (4)
the word (usually a noun or other SUBSTANTIVE) to which a PRONOUN refers (10)

a noun or noun phrase placed next to another noun or noun phrase in order to
modify or define it; e.g., David the king (11)

a prefixed -1 with DAGES FORTE in the first letter of the word (4)

having the article (4)

a portion of a letter that projects above the basic shape of other letters; 5 is the
only letter with an ascender in Biblical Hebrew (1)

the process of one thing—in phonetics, one sound—becoming like another; assimila-
tion may be partial or complete (7)

to assign a quality or characteristic to something, to describe it (9)
a sound made with both lips: /b/, /m/(4)

the numerals used in all numerical descriptions exception descriptions of order or
sequence; see ORDINAL (17)

an activity in which the subject causes an object to do something (which may be a
second object; see DOUBLY TRANSITIVE) (20)

a clause that identifies the temporal (usually) or locative (rarely) circumstances in
which an event occurs (16)

a syntagm with at least two main components: a topic (subject) and comment
(predicate) (11)

a syllable that ends in a consonant; if unaccented, with a short vowel (3)
to merge, or join (31)
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cohortative

command
comment

complementary

compound form(s)

conjugation

conjunction

conjunctive accent

consonant
construct (chain)

content
context

cotext
dages forte

dages lene

defective spelling
definiteness

demonstrative
denominative
descender
diagnostic(s)
directional

disjunctive accent

disjunctive clause

double-status

double verbs

doubly transitive
dual

dynamic

dynamic equivalence
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Biblical Hebrew

a first-person voLITIONAL verbal form; in Biblical Hebrew usually indicating
determination or desire; sometimes indicated by suffixed i1_- (8)

see IMPERATIVE (8)
a clause’s PREDICATE; what the clause says about its Topic (11)

a function of the INFINITIVE CONSTRUCT, in which it “completes” a VAGUE VERB (e.g., 5:",
153, 5m)

a “word” with more than one ELEMENT, such as preposition+lexeme+suffix (4)

a pattern of verbal formation that designates or identifies the verb’s function; the
major conjugations in Biblical Hebrew are the imperfect, preterite, and perfect (5)

a word or element that links or joins two or more words, phrases, or clauses (4)

a masoretic accent that joins a word to the following; the main conjunctive accent is
munahi (27)

letters that represent the non-vocalic “sounds” of the language (1)

an uninterrupted series of substantives in which each defines or modifies the
preceding word by the “of” relationship (9)

the function and semantics of any distinguishable segment of text (word, phrase,
ete.) (10)

the entire setting of an UTTERANCE, including, e.g., its historical circumstance,
culture, language (10)

the linguistic material surrounding a [portion of an] UTTERANCE (10)

a dot in the “bosom” of a letter, showing that the letter is doubled [i.e., to be read
twice]; does not occur in the GUTTURALS or res (3)

a dot in the “bosom” of 2,1, 77, D, B, N to indicate a different pronounciation (3)
see HASER SPELLING (2)

the quality of specificity, with or without the article (14)

a peicTic form or expression that, specifying something by “pointing to” it, depends
heavily on the context for its function (13)

a verb that supposedly derived from a noun; i.e., the root first occurred as a noun,
and then as a verb; e.g., 727 (word — say/speak) (19)

a portion of a letter that is lower than the basic shape of other letters; in Biblical
Hebrew only ? and four of five final forms (T, ], ], ) have descenders (1)

those vowel points (including doubling) and prefixes that distinguish verbal
STEMS (6)

LOCATIVE; ACCUSATIVE (7)

a MASORETIC ACCENT that separates (“disjoins”) a word from the following; major
disjunctive accents call for such a significant separation that they are called
“pausal” (27)

any CLAUSE that begins with waw prefixed to a non-verbal form (J2T QI72RY);
used in narrative for ancillary (background or proleptic), contrasive, or summary

information (6)
an action described by a verb, in which the subject both does the action verb

and is affected by that activity; also called “reflexive”, “middle”, “reciprocal”
“tolerative” (18)

pairs of verbal roots that seem to be semantic synonyms; 172/7B, break (31)

a verb with two objects one of which causes the other to do something (20)

the @7_- ending used on some nouns to show that there are two of the referent,
especially parts of the body and certain numerals (4, 17)

a verb that describes or identifies an event (i.e., not STATIVE or STATIC); also FIENTIVE

a theory of translation that defines the translator’s responsibility as making the
translation as accessible as possible to the reader, emphasizing ease of under-
standing; assumes that we ought to translate “thought for thought” rather than
“word by word” (5)
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element

factitive

feminine
fientive

final form

flashback
full vowel

functional equivalence

furtive patahi
gemination
gender

genre
gerundive
gloss

guttural

guttural verbs
half vowel

haser spelling
hatef-vowel
I-guttural
II-guttural

III-guttural

imperative

imperfect

independent pronoun
infinitive absolute

infinitive construct

inseparable

inseparable preposition

instructional material
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any morphological unit that can be combined with (arrixed to) another to form a
larger word; the maximum number of elements in Biblical Hebrew is five (root,
plural, pronominal suffix, preposition, conjunction)

a verbal function associated with D & H that describes an activity that brings about
a change of state or condition (19)

see GENDER (4)
any verb that describes an AcTION, rather than a staTE (15)

a form of a letter that occurs only when that letter is the final letter in the word;
this applies only to five forms in Biblical Hebrew: 3, 3, 7, ¥, 7] (1)

information about a former event; i.e., past non-sequential narrative material (6)
any vowel except the HATEF-VOWELS (2)
a newer term for DYNAMIC EQUIVALENCE (5)

a patahi placed by the Masoretes between a final long [non-a] vowel and a final
guttural, e.g., the patahi in [:Abl.GI, Gilboa (3)

the doubling of a sound, either a consonant or syllable (22)

part of a language’s concord system, used to indicate which words in a syntagm
refer to or modify each other; the term “gender” reflects the tendency for one set of
endings to be used for nouns that refer to male and female beings (4)

“type” (Fr.); often distinguished because each kind of discourse in Biblical Hebrew
(e.g., NARRATIVE, INSTRUCTION) makes its own use of the verbal system (6)

a verbal function of the INFINITIVE coNSTRUCT, by which it specifies the manner or
means of accomplishing an activity named by a preceding verb (16)

an English word that “represents” or “stands for” a Hebrew word; N.B.: A gloss is
not a definition, nor does it represent the word’s reference or function. (2)
“throat” (Lat.); the radicals X, 17,7, or ¥; 7 is sometimes called a guttural, but is
not, sharing only the characteristic of not doubling (1, 22)

verbal roots with one or more of the above radicals

a non-descript vowel (e.g., the sound represented by final ‘a’ in “umbrella”); repre-
sented in Biblical Hebrew by vocal Sewa and the HATEF VOWELS (2)

“lacking” (Hb.); an occurrence of a word (usually written PLENE) that lacks the vowel
letter (2)

any one of four vowel signs representing a HALF VOWEL; vocal Sewa and three signs
that combine Sewa with a sign for a full vowel (hatef-qames, hatef-patah, hatef-
segol) (2)

verbal roots with X, i1, 17, or ¥ as their initial consonant; GUTTURAL VERBS (22)
verbal roots with X, 7, 17, or Y as their middle consonant; verbs with middle
occasionally resemble verbs with a middle guttural; GUTTURAL VERBs (22)
verbal roots with 7, I, or U as their final consonant; GUTTURAL VERBS (22)

second-person VOLITIONAL verbal forms directing the hearer to do the will of the
speaker; formed like the iMPERFECT without the PGN prefix (8)

one of two prefix verbal conJucaTiONS in Biblical Hebrew, generally representing
the present, future, or some MoDpAL function (5)

pronouns that function as separate words (i.e., not suffixed); independent pronouns
in Biblical Hebrew are primarily clausal suBJsects (13)

a verbal coNJUGATION that primarily modifies a verbal clausal PREDICATE, apparently
by “strenthening” it; it has no single functional GLoss (16)

a verbal coNnJuGATION that occurs often with prepositions in temporal clauses, or
with the preposition -2 with TELIC or COMPLEMENTARY force (16)

ELEMENTS that do not function as independent worps, but only as affixes (4)
three prepositions (3, 2, 5) that only occur as prefixes (7)

a genre of biblical prose that explains how a task is to be done; e.g., the laws of
sacrifice in Lv 1-7 (10)
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interlinear

interrogative
intransitive
jussive
lemma

lexeme
lexicon

locative

long vowel

male’ spelling
mappiq
magqqef

masculine

masora marginalis

Masoretes

mater lectionis
medial form
middle voice

modal
modify/modification
narrative

narrative backbone

negation
non-verbal clause

number

objective construct

open syllable

ordinal numeral

parenthetic information
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a word-by-word gloss and [usually] analysis of a text from one language into
another, purportedly to enable people who do not know the language of the original
to understand it more fully (5)

a question, whether indicated in Biblical Hebrew by the prefixed -], an interroga-
tive verb (e.g., '7&(&7, W9, or the context (13)

any verb that describes a state (STATIVE) or an activity that does not immediately or
directly affect an object; e.g., verbs of motion (15)

a MODAL function of the iMPERFECT by which the speaker directs a third party to do
something (8)

the word(s) in the text that are under discussion; a common term in textual criti-
cism (29)

a member of the LEXICON of a language; a “word” as listed in the lexicon [book] (2)
all the words [lexemes] of a language; a bilingual reference book (2)

an ending on selected nouns indicating that motion or direction is toward that
object [a.k.a. accusaTIVE] (7)

any vowel that can stand in an open or closed & accented syllable; vowel signs with
MATRES LECTIONIS are always long (hireq-yod, sere-yod, holem-waw, qibbus); others
mark both long and short vowels (qames, sere, hireq, qibbus); sere and holem are
always long, with or without the MATER (3)

“full” (Hb.); = PLENE (2)
a dot in a final - showing that the /7- is a consonant rather than a MATER (3)

a horizontal line, at the level of the top “surface” of the “letter square”, linking two
or more words into one accentual unit (5)

see GENDER (4)

notes written in the margin by the Masoretes to note unexpected forms, or to offer
alternate readings of the text (29)

the scribes who copied the biblical text (c. AD 500-1000), adding vowel points,
accent marks, and other notes to the pages; the Hebrew Bible in use today is an
example of the Masoretic Text (29)

a consonantal sign used more or less sporadically to indicate the presence of a
preceding long vowel (pl., MATRES LECTIONIS) (2)

the forms of consonants used at the beginning of or within a word; contrast FINAL
FORM (1)

an event in which the activity directly affects or necessarily involves the actor;
primarily signalled in Biblical Hebrew by nifal and hitpael (18)

any non-indicative verbal function, such as IMPERATIVE, COHORTATIVE, JUSSIVE
to define something by describing it more closely (4)
the GENRE used to tell stories (10)

the primary sequence of events as outlined by the narrator; indicated in Biblical
Hebrew by the PRETERITE (6)

a statement that an event did not happen; irrealis (17)
a CLAUSE without a finite verbal form as its predicate (17)

morphological information indicating how many of the referent are being identi-
fied; Biblical Hebrew has three numbers—singular, dual, plural (4)

a CONSTRUCT chain in which the second [later] element of the chain might be
described as the oBJECT, result, or goal of the preceding element; e.g., in the phrase
Saul’s death, Saul is the one who died (9)

a syllable that ends in a vowel; its vowel is [usually] long (3)

the numerals used in describing something’s position in an order; first, second, etc.;
in Biblical Hebrew, the ordinals end in" -, e.g., WU, sixth (17)

material that stands apart from the flow of the narrative, generally supplying
information needed to understand what has just been, or is about to be,
described (6)
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parse

participle

passive

penult
perfect

permissive

person

PGN
plene spelling
plural

pointing

polar question
possessive
predicate
prefix

preposition

prepositional phrase

prohibition
proleptic

pronominal subject

pronominal suffix

radical

range of reference

reciprocal
reflexive

relative

resultative

rhetorical question

root

separable preposition

Sewa

short vowel

silent Sewa
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to analyze a word’s morphology by identifying, e.g., a verb’s subject [PGN], stem,
conjugation, etc. (5)

verbal conjugation with primarily adjectival function (12)

an event in which the subject is the object or recipient of the activity described by
the verb; signalled in Biblical Hebrew by nifal, pual, and hofal (18)

the next-to-last syllable of a word (2)

the suffixed verbal conJucaTIONS in Biblical Hebrew, generally representing the
past, unless waw is prefixed (10)

a MODAL function in which the suBsecT allows (“permits”) the activity (20)

the relationship of the subject to the activity described by the verb; there are three
persons in both English and Biblical Hebrew (5)

a verb’s inflection to show the person, gender, and number of its subject (5)
“full” (Lat.); a word spelled with a vowel letter; = MALE’ (2)

reference to more than one of an entity; the grammatical forms that indicate such
reference (4)

marks added to the consonantal text that indicate vowels (“vowel points”) and
accentuation (“accents”)

a question that expects an answer of either “yes” or “no” (17)

showing that one entity belongs to another (9)

the coMMENT portion of a clause; what the clause says about its Topic (11)

define as both noun & verb (4)

a “pre-posed” form that indicates a word’s function in the CLAUSE or SENTENCE (4)
a non-clausal string of word(s) governed by the PREPOSITION (7)

a negative command (8)

“clues”; information anticipating a future development, especially in
narrative (10)

a non-nominal SUBJECT of a CLAUSE; indicated by either an INDEPENDENT PRONOUN,
PRONOMINAL SUFFIX (on INFINITIVE CONSTRUCT), or the PGN affixes of the prefix and
suffix conJucaTIONs (13)

a shortened form of an independent pronoun, used to show pronominal possession,
objects of verbs or prepositions, and subjects of infinitive constructs (14)

another name for the consonants that make up the roor of a word; e.g., “second
radical” is shorthand for “the second consonant of the root”

a word’s relative specificity; e.g., “animal” has a much wider range than “dog” (2)

an activity in which two or more parties simultaneously participate
(e.g., fighting) (18)

an activity in which the actor more or less directs the action toward him or
herself (18)

that which relates information to or about something else (11)

a verbal function associated with D & H that describes an activity that brings about
a change of state or condition; see CAUSATIVE, FACTITIVE (19)

a question asked, not seeking information, but in order to make an assertion (17)
the theoretical reconstructed base—usually of three rapICALS-that is common to a
group of forms (5)

the preposition ]2, from, which is often—but not necessarily—prefixed to the word
that it governs (7)

see VOCAL SEWA (2)

any vowel that can stand in a closed, unaccented syllable (i.e., patah, segol, games
hatuf); some vowel signs (hireq, qibbus) mark both long and short vowels; their
function must be determined from their phonetic environment (3)

a sign () used to mark the absence of a vowel between consonants, and unvocalized

final kaf )3
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singular
stative

status, change of
stem

strong verb
subject
subjective construct

substantive

syllable

syntagm

telic

temporal clause/phrase

Tetragrammaton
tittle

tolerative

topic

toponym
transitive

translate
transliterate
ultima

utterance

vague verb
virtual doubling

vocal Sewa

volitional

vowel letter
VSO

weak verb
word

YawH
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something referred to that consists of one, or a group considered collectively, or the
form that identifies the referent as singular (4)

a verb that describes the state or condition of its subject, rather than an AcTiON;
contrasted with pynamic (10); also called “static”

a change in the condition or situation of a clausal subject (15)

a combination of prefixes, infixes (doubling), and vowels that indicate a verb’s
function (5)

any verbal root in which all three radicals are present in all forms of the verb (24)
the Topic of a clause—what the clause describes (5)

a CONSTRUCT chain in which the second [later] element of the chain might be
described as the sUBJECT or source of the preceding element; e.g., in the phrase
Saul’s death, Saul is the one who died (9)

any form that can serve as a clausal SUBJECT, OBJECT, or PREDICATE NOMINATIVE, Or
function within a construcT chain (11)

a cluster of sounds, both consonant and vowel; all syllables in Biblical Hebrew
begin with a consonant (except the prefixed conjunction -1); syllables are opPEN or
CLOSED

one of the syntactical patterns of a language; any identifiable syntactical combina-
tion of specific grammatical forms which may be specific (e.g., w+perfect; -‘? + 1)

” o«

or general (e.g., “construct chain”, “sequential preterites”; disjunctive clause”)

a clause that identifies the intended or desired outcome—purpose or result—of an
event or state

a clause or phrase that describes the ¢time at which something happened (16)

“four letters” (Greek); the divine name 17177"; see YHWH (3)

the small horizontal stroke that distinguishes, e.g., 3 from 2, and 77 from 7 (1)

a function of the nifal in which someone allows or permits something to be done (18)
the suBJECT of a clause—what the clause is about (11)

place name

any FIENTIVE verb that can direct its action toward an oBJecT (15)

the process of attempting to present in one language a message originally expressed
in another (5)

to represent the sounds of one language in the alphabet of another; transliteration
can be phonetically technical or exact, or relatively casual (1)

the final syllable of a word; in Biblical Hebrew, the ultima is usually the accented
syllable (2)

any product of a linguistic act, whether written or oral

a verb that is functionally/semantically incomplete, and thus requires another form
(usually an infinitive construct in Biblical Hebrew); e.g., “be able”, “finish” (16)

when a letter that is normally doubled in a given form lacks dages forte, but the
preceding vowel is short, as though the letter had been doubled (22)

the main HALF-VOWEL (3)

verbal forms that indicate the imposition of someone’s will on another person; a
collective term for the JUSSIVE, COHORTATIVE, and IMPERATIVE (8)

letters of the alphabet used to indicate the presence of a long vowel (2)
verb-subject-object as the usual word order of main narrative [PRETERITE] clauses (6)
verbal roots with consonants or vowel letters that are in the lexical form, but do not
appear in all verbal forms (24)

any form in Biblical Hebrew separated by a blank space or joined to another by
MAQQEF

the TETRAGRAMMATON (“four letters”) the traditionally unpronounced proper name of
the God of the Bible, pointed i1}i1? in BHS (3)
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Throughout the Pentateuch, X771 (3fs) is written X371, with only eleven exceptions (e.g.,
Gn 14.2).

These suffixes are used with nouns, prepositions, infinitives construct, and participles.
Suffixes on finite verbs and the imperative are similar, but show greater variety in form.

a. if the verb ends in a vowel, the suffix either begins with or consists of a consonant

b.

Appendix D

Parapicms
Pronouns
Person Suffixes
Gender Independent Basic w/MS w/MP w/FS w/FP
Number  (subject) Form Noun Noun Noun Noun
les R v - pleblo) 010 Nglekie) nNivIw
ﬂ:nS
2ms MR 7T R TR TIRR  Toem
2fs ighy e o1 o NP TIoW
3ms A h § - o1 Noo
T njekis}
bl intekle}
- 1o niow
3fs R = S s iokle) Rigielle
N7 :T - U“QHO ;m;iono
lecp hiaph N Ehlokle} 137010 phigiekle) Ebilnhiekle)
0
2mp alghy DD - DOO® DDV OINe® 02N
2p s 127 12®PW® 120 1201 1Mo
fblgh
3mp on (=tp [=tpp=biofg=lyigiekle) DU’WDWD
painhy o - aleXle) alghiebie
m -
3fp man T iak=ki=RNN tinietie m*mimo
| o1

(the 1cs verbal suffix is 73 -):

if the verb ends in a consonant, either silent Sewa or a vowel links the consonantal suffix

D:U"‘D:ﬁ ‘J_‘?’L’)f:l] "INV Pick me up and throw me into the sea (Jon 1.12)

to the verb; vocalic suffixes are affixed directly to the verb:

3T He killed him (Gn 4.8).

AR VTN jslispinll 1;‘? Joshua had captured Ai and destroyed it (Jos 10.1)
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Strong Verb, I

Forms Qal Nifal Hifil Hofal Piel Pual Hitpael

P lcs Mown  moumy cmownn cnbunp ombwn onbwn nbunnn
2ms poun  nbumy  pSunt pounn nown  nbwn  pbwnnn
ofs n%wrz nbuing n%wm n%wm nbrzm n%wr: nbwrzm
3ms bwr: i) Sogitam bwm Lyt brm S
B nbun  mbum mbwmn  nbwen  mbwn  mbwn  mbwnn
Lep noun  oNbwmy wSunn o ubunn nbun wbwn nbunon
2mp nn‘vm a gl liiad anownm mnbwm anown nn'vrzm anownnm
2fp Poun  pSumy  jnunn m%wm wown  nSum  nSwnnn
3cp “un  wum unn Sunn B bun  bwnna

F  lcs o Sums Sumy Sum bamy Sums Suin
2ms/3fs Sinm Sunn  Swinn Sunn Suinn Brm:n Seimnn
ofs i Sunn Hwinn ~'vrm:n i *L)rmn “Suinnn
3ms Sigiar Sumr S ‘xur:* Syrar by Sy
lep L) Sumy  Svuim 5@?;; PP b Sy
2mp bumn  dbgnn wmn dbymn bwmn owsn dbymon
2/3fp mbtnn  mbynn  mbwmn  mbynn mbumn mSwsn  mbwnnn
3mp o B S b o 1‘7er* o

V  ms Siiry Suinm Sunn Lo bwfgm
fs by cbusn bwnn “ou e i~lal
mp Bun  dunt wna e ounnm
fp Mt mbusn mabun mSun mbuenn

NC St Seian 'wum Suina b Brpfgm

NA Swm Sumn Swmn Swen St S Stinn
ms Swh o Sum o Swmn o Sume o Swsn o Swmn Sunm

2 0 meum o mpumy mpumn o ompumm o mRumn o moumn o npuem

g nbuis

E mp mouhn  obumy oowme  obumn obumn obumn obunm
fp mibwiy  mibwmy nibwmn  midgmm nibwms niowmm nibwmn

1. If the verbal root begins with a sibilant (f, ©, 3, @, W), the N of the hitpael prefix and the
sibilant exchange positions (metathesize): ‘RN, “I kept myself”; if the root begins with
3, the N both metathesizes and becomes ¥ (partial assimilation): PILET, “he sanctified
himself”.

2. If the verbal root ends with 1, this assimilates to the N of the perfect endings (e.g., 1cs, 2ms),
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which is then written with dages forte: D22, “you (ms) cut”. In some III-) verbs, final J occa-
sionally assimilates to the consonant of the ending: N3 (< 13, for which this is especially

true); WJ;@' (<120).
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(with medial b°gad-k‘fat letter [occasional dages lene])

Appendix D

Strong Verb, 11

Conj/Sbj Qal Nifal Hifil Hofal Piel Pual Hitpael
P les 'NI0P  ONIES CRIOST MIDST PIND MIND  manInn
2ms PIN®  FOND)  PIMOT  AAST  M3p2 paK2 panenn
2fs PN FOAD)  PIAST  AADT  M3p2 Pane Danenn
3ms 30> 3P P 3Wp7 aMe anD apeom
afs TP MAN3 TIRSM O MaADT MAA® AR Manen
Lep WINZ  MIRDI WINST WIADT NVIND NIRT NIPINN
Pmp  ©paNz  EPIN) CM3NST EP3NST DRSA>  EA3ND  ER3NENT
21p 30> P33 NANST PSS pANz  (RsnD  jnansnn
3cp 12n3 12R33 12027 pinighelyi pimigh 1203 pimighol iyt
F o los 3hSX 3MEN PN MY NN 303 Snanw
2w/3fs 32PN 3nPM 2MIM 20DR aAD 39DA 3nIon
2fs 3SR CENEM CIRSD NI CINSR I tanemn
3ms 3> an» h» amx an>t ant apem
Lep 3m23 an3 IR 3@ 302 3033 amem
mp  93MDM 3P MDD WASR MR asR Ennn
2p  manM MMM MINSH MININ MIASN MIRSR W02
Bmp e L I = E R Y S R
vV ms an>  anon apon ano anon
fs 20> anzm 2R »am2 »anonn
mp 1203 12027 12027 pleigh 12n207
f s> mEnET mansn 203 m=nznn
NC 3n>  ampm PRI amp7 ame =n2n7
NA ¥> 3T aps1 anon anz ans mobolaly
ms 3p> 303 RS ansn aADh apIR cneon
E B N> MAGD MPAIL MMASR  MANND A0k AN
£ n2n2
g m cEn>  EIR3) EIRIR SEADR DHNID OOINND Ehanemd
fp m:li’jb m:@;} m:‘n;f_ﬁ m:n:m m:@;@ m:m:m m:@;rj?;

When a verbal root begins with a sibilant (t, O, 3, @, W), the N of the hitpael prefix and the
sibilant exchange positions (metathesize): ‘NN, “I kept myself”; if the root begins with
3, the N both metathesizes and becomes ¥ (partial assimilation): PT837, “Sanctify your-

self!”.

291

When a verbal root ends with I, this assimilates to the N of the perfect endings (e.g., lcs,
2ms), which is then written with dages forte: 072, “you (ms) cut”. The final - of some III-

verbs occasionally assimilates to the consonant of the ending: N3 (< M3, for which this is

especially true).
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Biblical Hebrew

Guttural Verbs

Verbs with gutturals (R, 77,1, D) are strong (i.e., all three radicals of the root are present), except for
occasional forms of III-X roots (below). They differ from the strong verb for four reasons:

(1) The gutturals (and ) do not double

(2) The gutturals are followed by hatef-vowels rather than vocal Sewa

(8) The gutturals tend to occur with a-vowels.

(4) When X comes at the end of a syllable, it becomes silent and the preceding vowel is long.

These characteristics mean that they differ from the strong verb in six ways (non-guttural forms
in [ ] for comparison):

1.

long vowels instead of short; gutturals don’t double, so syllables that are closed in non-
guttural forms are open and short vowels lengthen:

Ty 3msNF el g2 3msDP [123]

a-vowels (especially patach and patach furtivum):
Y 3msQF [P upYd  3msDF [nu]

hatef-vowels instead of vocal shewa under gutturals:

™2 3cp QP anD] opmnmy 2mp QP [DRaND]
segol instead of hireq before non-final gutturals, especially in prefix:

S7m 3msQF  [apDY]

short prefix vowel followed by hatef-vowel instead of silent shewa:

by 3msQF  [apzy] ey 3msHF  [(Swuiny
ITI-X forms generally have the vowel of the basic verb after the second radical of the verbal
root, if that vowel is long. The N of PGN endings lacks dages lene since it is preceded by a

vowel (silent X is not counted as a consonant).

TNER 1lesQP o ppnw] N@ny 3msDpF [(nu)

Some ITI-X forms lack the X completely (this is usually noted in the masora marginalis, as, e.g., in
Ru 2.9, where N12¥ is noted as a unique occurrence [i.e., lacking final X]):
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MEE 2sQP MR PER lsQP PRl
127 3msQPr [Qere: X12M1]
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Appendix D

III-71 (7"S) Verbs

Conj/Shj Qal Nifal Hifil Hofal Piel Pual Hitpael
L UCERE LIPS R A R e mza a2 mann
2ms APER e S I 1 DU e B 1 E N 1 I A
2As mi2 ma1 puan man nhz Mz phana
sms mE o omA man MRy 3z m2 o manT
3fs TRIR MM TRIAN AMAT MR TR mnaann
lep w2 W WA Wwaan w32 w32 wmann
Zmp  DRM2 BONR) DOAT BOMAT BOMR DOMR Doann
2fp =R 1= AP R = D (S (= A i
3cp N2 12 oty oty 13 13 nann
Pl TR MBS mEN mEN TN TN mEny
2m/3f Mmoo man man . mRap mEan mEan mann
2As "2 2N 20 20 "2 "2 "2nn
Sms moma o om oWy oma omy oman
Lep MmO om™ . my . mR my . mEn
2mp phllg 120 phllg phllg 12N 12an 1200
23fp  mpan mMEn MP:D APIRD TMER TrRn mEnn
3mp 12 na ghy n ghiy ghiy nam
V. oms M2 maan M3 ni2 n3ana
fs 2 nan N2 2 "z
mp 132 nan oty 1u2 nann
fp MR AMET mend EE= mryEnT
NC i M N noan N2 neEa peann
NA ma man man man T2 T2 mana
e ms M2 m: omae oma mER oM mam
g M2 oM MR MR mEe man ;e
% mp o2 N2 Dhuan o Dhuan o DhNan Dhaan Dheann
A e N2 nN2) pman man mean PeEan Dheamn

II1-7 Verbal Roots

293

The final 17- (originally °-) “appears” as » between the second radical and consonantal endings,

and is replaced by vocalic endings and the M- of NC. Because the weakness lies at the end

of the verbal root, it affects all stems equally, but only the pointing after the second radical
of the verbal root.
If there is no PGN ending, the ending is 17 -, preceded by the following vowels (all stems):

m -
.-
.-
T -

perfect
imperative

imperative, participle (ms)
infinitive absolute

NC of all stems replaces final 71 with -,

Some forms of gal and hifil imperfect and preterite look exactly alike in roots which are
both III-77 and I-guttural (especially I-D); the stem can be determined only from the context
(e.g., if '7:_.72] has a direct object, it is H, if not, it is Q).
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Biblical Hebrew

I3 3"'2) Verbs (see next page for 1N

Conj/Sbj Qal Nifal Hifil Hofal | D-Stems
P lcs ne nben Ren
oms nbsy nben  nben
2fs n?e nbem  moen
3ms These forms are Sy Sape S
the same as the . L _
3fs strong verb in H5BJ TT'?“;TT TT'?BI‘T
lep qal perfect. nopy when wben
2mp on?ey £nbem oRoeT
2fp n%e: (nbem (mben
3cp oy e den
F lcs = W Seen beR
2my/3 >N wn >en Sen
2fs “oen 3 B0 58D | Verbs
3ms '75* N 5*52 557 based on I-]
lep TS Wy Nifal Lvpy  bpy  ootsare
7 imperfect ; - | strong in all
2mp 1580 wip Thpertect, 158m  15BR | forms of the
E ** 1mperative, o
2/3fp mioen MY and infini-  IpER  mopn | D-stems.
3mp 3553 wipe tives are the q‘;qéq 1‘75"
V ms o . same as the 5 " =
wa strong verb 27
fs W) inN. -l
mp  Inqal, the Vg PNy
fp ~  imperative, vl mben
infinitives, and T TS
NC participles igliap S '75’77
NA of o-imperfect win Sem Sen
I-) verbs are the T S o
% ms same as the . S?J '7-5;_3 ‘?TDD
g fs strong verb in Q.  1ne participles Moy nben noen
= are the same as ”5* ‘é, ,*5 P
s P the strong verb. QYR DYhRR DYoRR
A fp pibey miten  niben

These roots are weak whenever the first radical of the verbal root is followed by silent shewa
(gal F,V; N P, Ptc; all forms of hifil and hofal); they are strong throughout the D-stems.

When followed by silent Sewa, initial -J assimilates to the second radical, doubling it. In gal
V and NC of holem-imperfect roots, -3 drops off; N _or N_ is added to NC (just as in some I-°

verbs).

I'TPL) is formed just like W) throughout the verbal system; any verbal form with -1p- is from

mPS.
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Appendix D

1M (all attested forms)

Conj/Sbj

Qal Qal Passive Nifal

P lcs
2ms
2fs
3ms
3fs
lcp
2mp
3cp

F lcs
2m/3f
2fs
3ms
lcp
2mp
3mp

\% ms

fs
mp

NC

ms
mp

fp

Participle E

ANy
noy
no3
L 1
I nIm
1um Ehigh]
onm
1)
L2
1R 103m
elaly
2 oo
s
gl
o nnp
10
0
Ehlgl

alg) biabin
-0
(with suffixes)

L L

10 pn
)i} 2°39M)
NI

295

Forms listed do not occur; several forms occur only once or twice (e.g., 2fs gal P of N3 occurs

only twice, in Ezk 16.33, 36).

The final ]- assimilates into all consonantal endings, doubling the consonant.

The initial -3 assimilates into the medial -P- whenever silent Sewa follows the first radical.
The stem-vowel in gal F, V, NC is sere.
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Biblical Hebrew

I (*"®) Verbs

Conj/Sbj Qal Nifal Hifil Hifil (I-Y) Hofal D-Stems
P e Y ORYIN R MmN
2ms neoN neain naL o nwmn
2fs nue PR nawven mean
These forms P P R P
3ms are the same U wUmn Iyl 'mblnt
3fs as the strong i lm kP I R '  a S b oy SRS I E
lep ;Zf«?elc‘;q“l WD VYT wAT W
2mp DAY onU opan  onwan
2fp W N pan N
3cp W W wen Wi
F lcs YN WX UM PRI 20BN WIIN
2m/3f ielghlcl aun N WMIn 207 igkic
2fs W taun WM U 3 Nkl
3ms !D"Tf j@'j_ wwr Yy mpliahl) tﬁjq* Verbs based on
lep T T e D s ) ymyy | L roots are
- - mr : T - strong in all
2mp WITR \n W Wn WON WP | forms of the
23fp MR MAUn MW mwhTn mawen mwin | D-stems.
3mp W WY W N9 12M N
V ms i) mlia] wmn 2mhbn ann
fs A W W wMn e
mp gl "Y WP WA 1205
fo MmUY MY mumT o omun maen
NC gl nay  wMmn Yo 2 W
NA Wi o wn o wvm awm @
ms wa? VAT g} i 200 WM
= fs pl# i AT o Pt A i I 1k T~ S = o~ N L i
2 W ey
E mp oW DaUt Dwnn oWt oawm oum
fp uh i A o = /AT b i ) I i}~ S o 1o~ S 1

These roots are weak whenever the first radical of the verbal root is followed by silent Sewa

(QF, V; NP, Ptc; all forms of H, Hp); strong throughout D, Dp, Dt.

When followed by silent sewa, initial -* assimilates to the preceding vowel, which becomes

long; the initial -* may become a vowel letter or disappear.

In Q V and NC of many verbs the initial -* drops off and N_- or N_- is added to gal NC, so
that some forms look exactly like the corresponding forms of I-J roots.

‘q'?ﬁ is formed like 2" (all forms).
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Hollow Verbs (II-)/1 or -/1; “monosyllabic roots”)

Appendix D

Conj/Sbj Qal Nifal Hifil Hofal Polel Polal Hitpolel
P e MR DRI CMWRI PRV CTERP PR mepnT
2ms MR MR DWRT O MR mERp penp meepnn
2fs MRp MPY O MWRI mRRW o mRRp mRRp mRRpnn
3ms o7 2Py BRI Epw Emp oRp EepnT
3fs TR TR TWRT TRRW mmmP o TRRP enepnm
lep Ehiate NP WpT WP ghlatalel NP AAPNA
2mp DR DOYP) DDWPT DORPIT DRRRP DRRRR DRRRpnT
7 A= e 7 Hiel=] A s
2fp WP WP RN (P joenp jmeepnn
3cp mp M) M MPIN mnpP mRnp wnpnn
F e DPY BN PR DPW DRPR DnpR Dnpow
2m/3f - mpn o oPR oPR EPM EmPpR DRPR DRpAR
2fs PR WP WPR WP mRpn wenpn nnpon
3ms Py BPY O ER EpT Depy mpy o
Lep BP0 B R mpw DRy oy onpm
2mp MIPN mIPN MmN WP MWIPR MWIPR WREnn
23fp TRPR TINPR TIRPR TISRW MIRPR Myepn yepon
mIRIPR MR
Smp M M mp mpr MR mpmwpn
v ms U O 2P EipRn
fs WP wpn wpn i RRpOT
mp mIP MmN mpn mnp MNP
fp TP TIRPT mmpn MR MR
NC op oipn o'pn opIn onp onp onpnn
NA oip oipn opn
=R
g ms BP BRI EPR Epw Depr o ohpn oopme
g o map PR MR
£ mp oy DU p
& fp inklaly nnpn

II-* verbs (e.g., "W, sing) look just like the II-1 verbs (232), except that they have hireq-yod

in the gal where D> has sureq (qal F, V, NC).

Polel, polal, & hitpolel substitute for D, Dp, and Dt (and thus look like geminates). Most

forms of polel and polal look alike; hitpolel = polel with prefixed -N77/-nN* /-NN.
The jussive and preterite of the hollow verbs have shorter vowels than the imperfect:

Qal  Hifil

3ms Jussive

opy &R

3ms Preterite Dl?il DP:]
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Biblical Hebrew

Geminate (V'"'Y) Verbs

Conj/Sbj Qal Nifal Hifil Hofal | D-stems

P lcs Mo ™ad)  Madn MR
2ms mao magy maon maon
of's niao mag) maon jabintetit
3ms 220 le}] mlely 207
3fs ajnle) mag) Aol 720
lep 12920 127203 phiolely 1392091
2mp o,mad oMad) oMadT  onavm
2fp 120 jakl=l=> N gl ooty R ik teb Iy
3cp 120 120) 1200 12091

F les Eeh ey 20N 20N OW | Geminate verbs
2m/3f mielg 200 200 lelg 2010 | have either the same
95 *1on *10n “20m “20m "209m forms in the D-stems

T C T T T as the strong verb
3ms ulo) a7 27 nlo)y 207 | or occur in po‘el, po‘al,
lcp juleb) ulob) 293 20 207 | and hitpo'el (these
2mp |oR R | \mom l=on ya03n | Lorms cannot be
T k T distinguished from
2/3fp 20N M2dN | MN2BR 20N MP20M | the polel, polal, and
T o o o - verbal roots).

V ms jule) Julo)y| mlely
fs 30 pioly] 207
mp 120 Eiloly] 1207
fp mree mrsen mraen

NC ule) mloly lely

NA miule) nlofy] o0

o ms 220 20 aon 0m

g s m230 Moy mEeR nIow

'*5 mp 0°220 [=plolob I = hlolel ) mplnletia!

A fp ighiniule niael  niaomn niaomn

There are three base forms of the geminates (20 [forms without PGN endings], -2° [forms
with PGN endings (except imperative)]; 220 [a few forms]).
Geminates are weak throughout Q, N, H, Hp. The D-stems either substitute polel, etc. (and
thus look like hollow verbs), or look like the strong verb.
-- joins the verbal stem to consonantal endings.
An alternate form of gal imperfect looks just like verbs I-2.
Hofal may have either sureq or qibbus as its prefix vowel.

The preterite of geminates has shorter vowels than the imperfect (accent is on the PGN

prefix).

=07

3ms Q Pr

201

3ms H Pr
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Some Easily Confused Forms.** Certain pairs of weak verbs which have two radicals in common
can be difficult to distinguish. These charts compare 2W/2W* (return/sit, dwell) and TRI/NRI? (see/
fear). Only forms that actually occur are listed (but not all forms of each verb are listed).
Although these charts may be memorized (with difficulty!), it is more helpful to remember that
these verbs will not occur in the same contexts, since “return” and “sit” describe very different
actions, as do “seeing” and “fearing”.

Nang / Vaur Q H Hp
ow o oouh | ow 2w | o 2w
P 3ms | 2y 2@ |2WT W | 2w 2
F 3ms | 2w oY | 2w 2w | our
Pro 3ms 3un 2um 3w wP) | awm)
v 2ms | 2% 29 | 2w 2w
NC W NaY | 2Wn 2w
NA W 2N | 2un
Ptc ms W 2w | awin 2whn | aum
VITRT /AR Q N H
rnE e I e A S B e A s A
PooBms | NN TN N
Fooo8ms oy xO™ ) AN BN
Pro Sms | X0 NMORITONIT N
VoooZms [ AT ONTY RO
NC NIRT R NIROT niNaT
NA n}g?
Ptc ms NN ORTY NI | RM

194. This comparison was suggested by my former colleague Mr. Eric Houseknecht, Th.M.
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Publishing.
A laminated card-guide to the strong verb (only), punched for a three-ring binder.
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Sheffield Academic.

An “intermediate” grammar, somewhat based on discourse principles of language; much more useful than Horsnell
(1998).

*Waltke, Bruce K., & M. O’Connor. 1995. An Introduction to Biblical Hebrew Syntax. Winona Lake:
Eisenbrauns, 1990; 5th printing with corrections.
Massively detailed application of traditional analytical methods to syntax; the chapters that introduce each section
are helpful.

Watts, James Washington. 1964. A Survey of Syntax in the Hebrew Old Testament. Rev. ed. Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans.
*Williams, R.J. 1976. Hebrew Syntax: An Outline. Toronto: University of Toronto, 1967; 2nd ed.

Essentially bound class notes, listing traditionally-derived functions for nouns, adjectives, etc., with copious examples,
but little or no discussion or explanation.

Discourse & Text Linguistics

Bergen, Robert D., ed. 1994. Biblical Hebrew and Discourse Linguistics. Winona Lake: Eisen-
brauns.

Bodine, Walter R., ed. 1992. Linguistics & Biblical Hebrew. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns.

_,ed. 1995. Discourse Analysis of Biblical Literature. What It Is and What It Offers. Atlanta:
Scholars Press.

Dooley, Robert A., & Stephen H. Levinsohn. 2001. Analyzing Discourse. A Manual of Basic Concepts.
Dallas: SIL.

Grimes, Joseph E. 1975. The Thread of Discourse. Janua Linguarum Minor. The Hague: Mouton.

Longacre, Robert E. 2004. Joseph: A Story of Divine Providence: A Text Theoretical and Textlin-
guistic Analysis of Genesis 37 and 39-48. 2nd edition. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns.

_.1996. The Grammar of Discourse. Topics in Language and Linguistics. 2nd ed. New York:
Plenum.

Lexica

Brown, Francis, S.R. Driver, & C.A. Briggs. 1907. A Hebrew and English Lexicon of the Old Testa-

ment. Oxford: Clarendon.
Still the standard Hebrew-English lexicon, despite its age (it predates, e.g., the discovery of Ugaritic), arranged by
“root”.

Clines, David J.A., ed. 1993-2002. The Dictionary of Classical Hebrew. 5 vols. [incomplete] Shef-
field, England: Sheffield Academic Press.
A new type of concordance, DCH—ordered alphabetically—offers complete collocations for every word (e.g., under a
particular verb, every occurrence of every subject modified by, and every object governed by, that verb, as well as every
preposition with which it occurs). Incomplete & discontined.

Davidson, Benjamin. 1970. The Analytical Hebrew & Chaldee Lexicon. London: Bagster & Sons,
1850; reprinted, Grand Rapids: Zondervan.
Lists and parses [nearly] every verbal form in Biblical Hebrew.

Feyerabend, Karl. 1965. Langenscheidt’s Pocket Hebrew Dictionary to the Old Testament. 5th ed.

New York: Barnes & Noble.
Offers one- or two-word gloss for each word, arranged by “root” (cf. BDB); glosses generally reflect KJV or RV/ASV.

Holladay, William L. 1971. A Concise Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testament
Based upon the Lexical Work of Ludwig Koehler & Walter Baumgartner. Grand Rapids: Eerd-

mans.

The first edition of Koehler-Baumgartner, minus the German and etymological/comparative data, and a minimal listing
of lemmas for each word. Ordered alphabetically. Easy to use, and for that reason popular, but quickly outgrown by
diligent students.

Koehler, Ludwig, & Walter Baumgartner. 2001. The Hebrew and Aramaic Lexicon of the Old Testa-
ment. 3rd ed. Ed., Walter Baumgartner & Johann Jakob Stamm. Study ed. 2 vols. Leiden, The
Netherlands: E.J. Brill.

The best modern lexicon of Biblical Hebrew, with entries arranged alphabetically (i.e., not by “root”), with an extensive
bibliography. One- or two-word glosses (which can be difficult to find in longer articles).
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Vocabulary

Andersen, Francis 1., & A. Dean Forbes. 1989. The Vocabulary of the Old Testament. Rome:
Pontifical Biblical Institute.

The basis of the statistics used in this grammar, this shows how grammatical forms (e.g., participles) and “frequent”
words are distributed among the books and genres of the Hebrew Bible, correlates the three major concordances (Even-
Shoshan, Mandelkern, Lisowsky), and lists all verbs according to their distribution among the roots (e.g., all verbs that
occur in two stems, by those stems, and how many times in each stem).

Armstrong, Terry A., Douglas L. Busby, & Cyril E. Carr. 1989. A Reader’s Hebrew-English Lexicon

of the Old Testament. Four volumes in one. Grand Rapids: Zondervan.
Verse-by-verse list of all vocabulary that occurs fifty times or less in the Bible, with statistics on occurrence and page
number in BDB. Sections on the latter prophets and Writings include idioms and glosses that are more context-sensitive.

Beall, Todd S., William A. Banks, & Colin Smith. 1990. Old Testament Parsing Guide. Chicago:

Moody.

Verse-by-verse morphology [parsing] of every verb in the text of BHS, along with page numbers in BDB and KBL, and
a suggested gloss.

Einspahr, Bruce. 1976. Index to Brown, Driver & Briggs Lexicon. Chicago: Moody Press.
Verse-by-verse list of all words indexed in BDB, with gloss (BDB’s primary listing) and location (page and quadrant
number).

Landes, George M. 1961. A Student'’s Vocabulary of Biblical Hebrew Listed According to Frequency

and Cognate. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons.
A list of Hebrew words and glosses that occur ten times or more, arranged for self-study in order of descending
frequency; the cognate listings are helpful.

Mitchell Larry A. 1984. A Student’s Vocabulary for Biblical Hebrew & Aramaic. Grand Rapids:

Zondervan.
Essentially an update of Landes (1961) that lists Hebrew words used ten times or more with a gloss in order of
descending frequency; includes the vocabulary of Biblical Aramaic. Indexed.

Owens, John Joseph. 1990. Analytical Key to the Old Testament. 4 vols. Grand Rapids: Baker.
Verse-by-verse morphology of every word in the text of BHS, along with the correesponding page number in BDB, and
a suggested gloss (based on RSV).

Watts, James Washington. 1967. Lists of Words Occurring Frequently in the Hebrew Bible. Grand
Rapids/Leiden: Eerdmans (1960) / E.dJ. Brill.

Concordances

Although electronic [computer-based] databases have begun to replace concordances, it is still wise
to have one or more of the following as a check on the electronic information, since the various
programs can yield different results.

Even-Shoshan, Abraham, ed. 1989. A New Concordance of the Old Testament. 2nd ed. Grand Rapids:
Baker.

Modern concordance of the entire vocabulary of Biblical Hebrew, arranged alphabetically and analyzed (you can look
up, e.g., every occurrence of the 2ms H P + waw of a particular verb); glosses, book titles, chapter numerals in [Modern]
Hebrew.

Lisowsky, Gerhard. 1981. Konkordanz zum hebrdischen Alten Testaments. 2nd ed. Stuttgart: Deut-
sche Bibelgesellschaft, 1958.

A hand-written concordance of the nouns, verbs, adjectives, and aderbs of Biblical Hebrew, arranged alphabetically.
Mandelkern, Solomon. 1967. Concordance on the Bible. 2 vols. rev., F. Margolin (Berlin, 1925); rev.,
Moshe Henry Goshen-Gottstein. New York: Shulsinger Brothers.

Analytical (cf. Even-Shoshan, above) concordance of the vocabulary of Biblical Hebrew, arranged by “root”. Glosses in
Latin; multiple “editions” and “publications”, some abridged. Beware!

Wigram, George V., ed. 1843. The Englishman’s Hebrew and Chaldee Concordance of the Old Testa-
ment. 2 vols. London (often reprinted).

Textual Criticism & Masora

Brotzman, Ellis R. 1994. Old Testament Textual Criticism: A Practical Introduction. Grand Rapids:
Baker.

A basic and learner-friendly introduction to textual criticism. The most helpful part may be the final chapter, in which
he discusses every textual note in BHS for the book of Ruth.
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Ginsburg, Christian D. 1966. The Massorah. 4 vols. London, 1880-1905; reprint ed. New York:
KTAV.

~.1966. Introduction to the Massoretico-Critical Edition of the Hebrew Bible. London: Trinitarian
Bible Society, 1897; reprint ed. New York: KTAV.

The classic introduction to the Masoretes and their concerns, with helpful discussions of many aspects of the text
merely referred to in later works. Eminently readable, this provides source material and statistics for many later
works.

Goshen-Gottstein, Moshe H. 1983. “The Textual Criticism of the Old Testament: Rise, Decline,
Rebirth” JBL 102, 365-99.
The Géttingen Septuagint. 1922-.

The standard critical edition LX (not yet complete); individually edited volumes (one biblical book per volume) contain
an eclectic text and thorough textual apparatus. Companion volumes on the translation technique of some books are
also available (but not listed separately in this bibliography).

Greenberg, Moshe. 1977. “The Use of the Ancient Versions for Interpreting the Hebrew Text”
Congress Volume, pp. 131-48. Vetus Testamentum Supplement 29. Leiden: Brill, 1978.
Kelley, Page H., Daniel S. Mynatt, & Timothy G. Crawford. 1998. The Masorah of Biblia Hebraica

Stuttgartensia. Introduction and Annotated Glossary. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans.
The first three chapters comprise the most helpful introduction to the subject available in English; Chapter Four lists
the notes of mp alphabetically, and translates and explains examples for each listing. Yeivin (1980) also does this (and
in more detail), but Kelley’s material is much more clear and easier to use.

Klein, Michael L. 1974. Textual Criticism of the Old Testament: From the Septuagint to Qumran.
Guides to Biblical Scholarship. Old Testament Series. Philadelphia: Fortress.

Another basic guide, without as much information or detail as Brotzman, focussing far more on the value and use
of LX.

McCarter, Kyle P., Jr. 1986. Textual Criticism: Recovering the Text of the Hebrew Bible. Guides to
Biblical Scholarsip. Old Testament Series. Philadelphia: Fortress.
Mynatt, Daniel S. 1994. The Sub Loco Notes in the Torah of Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia. BIBAL

Dissertation Series, 2. Berkeley: BIBAL.

Explains a particular type of reference in the Torah of BHS, e.g., the footnote referred to by the superscript “21” on the
first note on Gn 37.22. The note reads “Mp sub loco”, which means “see Mp at the [appropriate] location”, referring to a
projected supplement to BHS that was never produced.

Rahlfs, Alfred, ed. 1935. Septuaginta. 2 vols. Stuttgart: Wiirttembergische Bibelanstalt.

The first modern eclectic edition of LX, based on a handful of MSS; underlies most electronic databases.
Scott, William R. 1990. A Simplified Guide to BHS: Critical Apparatus, Masora, Accents, Unusual
Letters & Other Markings. 2nd ed. Berkeley: BIBAL, 1987.

Briefly explains how to read Mp (pp. 1-17), with notes on other masoretic materials.

Talmon, Shemaryahu. 1970. “The Old Testament Text”. The Cambridge History of the Bible. vol.
1: From Beginnings to Jerome, pp. 159-99. Ed., Peter R. Ackroyd & Christopher F. Evans.
Cambridge: Cambridge University.

Tov, Emanuel. 1992. Textual Criticism of the Hebrew Bible. Minneapolis: Fortress.
The primary and standard introduction to textual criticism, far more detailed, technical, and theoretical than
Brotzman.

Vasholz, R.I. 1983. Data for the Sigla of BHS. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns.

A pamphlet with a table of information about the sources used in the text-critical footnotes of BHS.

Waltke, Bruce K. 1989. “Aims of OT Textual Criticism” WT¢J 51, 93-108.

~.1979. “The Textual Criticism of the Old Testament” The Expositor’s Bible Commentary, ed.,
Franke E. Gaebelein, 1, pp. 211-28. Grand Rapids: Zonderan.

Weil, Gerhard. 1971. Massorah Gedolah, vol. I. Rome: Pontifical Biblical Institute.

Conceived as Volume Two of BHS, this contains lists of all of the Masora gedola (including Weil’s corrections). The
appropriate list can be found via the “Mm” footnotes in BHS, referred to by the raised numerals in the masora margin-
alis. Some of this data can be retrieved more quickly with a Hebrew concordance or electronic database.

Williams, Prescott H., Jr. 1965. An English Key to the Symbols and Latin Words and Abbreviations
of Biblia Hebraica. Stuttgart: Wurttenbergischen Bibelanstalt Stuttgart.

Printed as part of the forematter in the newest permutation of BHS.
Wonneberger, Reinhard. 1984. Understanding BHS. A Manual for the Users of Biblia Hebraica

Stuttgartensia, trans. Dwight R. Daniels. Subsidia Biblica, 8. Rome: Biblical Institute Press.
Explains the logic and syntax of the text-critical footnotes of BHS, with a brief discussion of Mp (61-68).
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Wiirthwein, Ernst. 1995. The Text of the Old Testament. Trans. Erroll F. Rhodes. 2nd ed. Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans.
Explains the symbols used in the text-critical footnotes of BHS, with a brief discussion of Mp and textual criticism. The
second half of the book consists of two-page spreads of a photograph and description of various manuscripts (Hebrew,
Greek, DSS, Samaritan, etc.).

Yeivin, Israel. 1980. Introduction to the Tiberian Masorah. Trans. & ed., E.J. Revell. Masoretic
Studies, ed., Harry M. Orlinsky, 5. Scholars Press.

Covers the same ground as pp. 33-156 of Kelley, et al. (1998), but adds extensive discussions of the Masoretic accents.

History of Hebrew; Modern Hebrew

Bennett, Patrick R. 1998. Comparative Semitic Linguistics: A Manual. Winonah Lake: Eisen-
brauns.
A serious workbook of exercises designed to illustrate the relationships between the various Semitic languages and
dialects. It seems to assume that you know something about comparative linguistics.

Bergstrasser, Gotthelf. 1995. Introduction to the Semitic Languages: Text Specimens and Gram-
matical Sketches. Trans. Peter T. Daniels. 2nd ed. Winonah Lake: Eisenbrauns.

Perhaps the best place to begin examining the Semitic languages; includes Akkadian, Hebrew, Aramaic, Arabic (South
and North).

Chomsky, William. 1957. Hebrew: The Eternal Language. Philadelphia: JPS.

Healey, John F. 1990. The Early Alphabet. Reading the Past. Berkeley/London: University of Cali-
fornia/British Museum.

Muraoka, Takamitsu. 1982. Modern Hebrew for Biblical Scholars. An Annotated Chrestomathy
with an Outline Grammar and a Glossary. JSOT Manuals, 2. Sheffield: JSOT.
Sketches basic differences between Biblical Hebrew and Modern Israeli, followed by three sets of articles (grouped
by field—language, Biblical studies, and archaeology), in which the first is fully pointed (with an English translation

included in the appendices), the second less so, and the rest unpointed. All reading selections have some morphosyn-
tactical notes.

Saenz-Badillos, Angel. 1996. A History of the Hebrew Language. Trans. John Elwode. New York:
Cambridge University.
The best history of Hebrew in print—beginning with a discussion of Hebrew’s emergence among the Semitic languages
and extending to the twentieth century.

Sivan, Reuven, & Edward A. Levenston. 1975. The New Bantam-Megiddo Hebrew & English
Dictionary. New York: Bantam.
A pocket dictionary of Modern Hebrew, based on The Megiddo Modern Dictionary (same authors), one of the standard
dictionaries of Modern Hebrew. A brief “preface” sketches verbal and nominal morphology, and lists the numerals. The
“dictionary” indicates each word’s gender and offers a one- or two-word gloss.
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A New Grammar of Biblical Hebrew features a master teacher’s skills coming from a lifetime
commitment to the Hebrew Bible. Students facing the challenge of learning Biblical Hebrew need
to gain an understanding of the way the language works within its discourse structures. Putnam
provides those students with a grammar that is both traditional (as in his explanation of Hebrew’s
two conjugational verb forms) and non-traditional (the grammar’s linguistic orientation and careful
attention to clausal syntax). This volume represents a pragmatic pedagogy that will produce profi-
ciency in the acquisition of Biblical Hebrew and preparation for an ongoing exegetical examination
of the biblical text.

William D. Barrick, Th.D.
Professor of Old Testament
The Master’s Seminary
Sun Valley, CA
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